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Information Sheet

Mutual Support Partnerships

(Prepared by Miriam Sharp, HOPE, October 2006)


Preamble

As HOPE's popularity grew in the late 1990's, we started to receive substantial enquiries outside the realm of our core charter. In order to address these enquiries positively, HOPE sought experience and expertise from other community based organisations. These collaborative efforts led to the formal development of the Mutual Support Partnerships (MSPs) initiative in 2002.

Purpose

HOPE is keen to foster cooperation and establish close working relationships with other environment, conservation and like-minded groups for the purpose of progressing environmental projects.

This concept is known as Mutual Support Partnership. Elements of the partnership include:

· complimentary membership, but with non-voting rights;

· letters of support for funding applications and/or specific projects;

· promotion of each others projects and activities;

· formation of working partnerships for specific projects; and

· website link.

If you are interested in the development of a Mutual Support Partnership with HOPE, please contact Frank Ondrus, Convenor (Manager) on phone (07) 4639 2135 or by email.

Current Mutual Support Partnerships:

This is our list of current MSP’s.  They are in alphabetical order for your convenience.    

The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF)

The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) is Australia’s leading national environmental organisation.  It is not-for-profit, membership based and is funded by individual Australians via their memberships, donations and workplace giving programs. 

The ACF is committed to inspiring people to achieve a healthy environment for all Australians.  For 40 years the Foundation has been working for practical solutions to the most urgent environmental problems - solutions that achieve lasting political, economical and social support.  To achieve this they work in partnerships with the community, businesses and governments to protect, restore and sustain our environment.  The focus is on campaigns such as sustainable cities, the GreenHome Challenge, corporate responsibility, wildlife, forests, climate change, and rivers and water. 

On the website you will find more information on the ACF and on currently running campaigns, as well as the latest news and media releases, publications, discussion boards, the newsletter, and a link to what you can do for the ACF.  Your support for ACF's conservation work will help ensure that future generations have healthy rivers, clean air, flourishing forests, unspoiled oceans and protection for our unique animals and plants.

Find more details on: W:  www.acfonline.org.au
The Australian Food and Grocery Council

The Beverage Industry Environment Council’s (BIEC) was an MSP, but BIEC has been wound up and the operational staff transferred across to the AFGC Packaging Stewardship Forum.  As 90% of BIEC companies were already AFGC members, it made sense to move the recycling and litter reduction programs into AFGC.  Resource recovery and litter abatement programs are embarking on the next stage of their development under the umbrella of the Australian Food and Grocery Council (AFGC).  AFGC is now our new MSP.  

The Australian Food and Grocery Council (AFGC) is the national body representing the nation’s food and grocery products manufacturers. The role of the Council is to help shape a business environment that encourages the food and grocery products industry to grow and remain profitable.  Responsible and effective management of the environment is fundamental to the continued growth of Australia's food and grocery manufacturers.  For more information on the merger and on AFGC have a look at the website at W:  www.afgc.org.au
Contact details:

Locked Bag 1, Kingston, ACT 2604 

Ph: (02) 6273 1466 Fax: (02) 6273 1477

E:  info@afgc.org.au
The Bower Reuse and Repair Centre Co-operative Ltd.

The Bower Reuse and Repair Centre Co-operative Ltd collects (sometimes repairs) and resells goods diverted from the municipal waste stream, whilst educating the community about waste reduction.  Volunteers and employees collect re-usable items from the streets by visiting council cleanup areas, or people can have items collected directly from their home. This differs from a lot of other re-use centres that operate as "tip shops" and scavenge the local dump.   

With this way of operating the Centre does not only prevent waste going to landfill, but is also able to provide affordable goods to low-income earners and other disadvantaged groups within the local community, and generates employment opportunities and skills training in the community.  Furthermore they have the wish and the opportunity to raise awareness of the value of waste reduction and to encourage community awareness of environmentally responsible design and manufacture.

For more information and a look at the ‘gallery of images showing just the sort of eclectic mix of stuff that passes through the Bower’, check the website: W:  www.bower.org.au .

Contact details:

Bldg 34, 142 Addison Rd, Marrickville NSW 2204 

Ph: (02) 9568 6280 Fax: (02) 9564 1034

E:  thebower@pacific.net.au

Caboolture Region Environmental Education Centre (CREEC)

The Caboolture Region Environmental Education Centre (CREEC) is a community facility built by Caboolture Shire Council to provide environmental education in the shire.  It is set on an 18 – hectare reserve next to Burpengary Creek, a rare lowland rainforest riparian ecosystem.  The CREEC site was previously a Pine Forest.  Fortunately some excellent remnant creek vegetation remains.  A team of volunteers is restoring the Riparian Rainforest vegetation. They are covering around 5 hectares with the current activities.  The centre also has a nursery that specialises in native plants of the Caboolture Shire.  

The CREEC website is a source of information and contact for people that care about our environment.  There are lists of flora and fauna that can be found in the Caboolture region, and there is a propagation list of the species available in the nursery.  A separate section is devoted to sustainability and sustainable technologies. The library section lists the resources available through CREEC.  While some sections are Caboolture based, much of the information on the site is of broad interest.  And if you can’t find what you are looking for, maybe you can get it through one of the affiliated groups listed.  You can also have your say through the forum.

Take a look at: W:  www.creec.org.au
Contact details:

150 Rowley Road, Burpengary QLD 4505

Ph: (07) 3888 8751; Fax: (07) 3888 3211 

E:  creec@caboolture.qld.gov.au
Catholic Earthcare Australia

Catholic Earthcare Australia (CEA) is an ecological agency established by the Australian Catholic Bishops' Conference and chaired by Bishop Christopher Toohey. To play its part in helping protect the health of Earth, and its inhabitants, Catholic Earthcare Australia is mandated, through the activities of education, research and advocacy to give leadership in responding to Pope John Paul II's call to "stimulate and sustain the ecological conversion".  Catholic Earthcare Australia, which is comprised of three bishops and a secretariat, serves as an advisory body to the Bishops' Committee for Justice Development Ecology and Peace (BCJDEP) on environmental and ecological issues concerning the safeguarding of creation.  CEA is assisted in its work by a core advisory group of nine volunteers all of whom have expertise in the ecological field.  Its mission is to help promote understanding among people that creation is sacred and endangered, and that the natural world needs protection and preservation for present and future generations yet unborn.

For more information go to:  www.catholicearthcareoz.net 

Contact details:

Catholic Earthcare Australia

Mater Dei Property, 229 Macquarie Grove Road, Camden, NSW 2570

Ph: (02) 4655 4855 Fax: (02) 4655 4945

E:  green@catholicearthcareoz.net
Clean Up Australia 

Sixteen years ago an 'average Australian bloke' had a simple idea to make a difference in his own backyard – cleaning up Sydney Harbour.  This campaign began as the inspiration of one man, Australian builder and solo yachtsman, Ian Kiernan.  This simple idea has now become the nation's largest community-based environmental event, Clean Up Australia Day, taking place usually on the first weekend in March.  

Clean Up Australia (CUA) strives to be practical and solution-oriented giving everyone the chance to make a positive difference to the health of our environment.  They wish to inspire communities - individuals, families, governments and businesses - to take responsibility and be actively involved in making their part of the world a cleaner and healthier place to live. 

On the website there is lots of information on how you can get involved and on the specific campaigns CUA is running.  For more information look at: W:  www.cleanup.com.au
Easy Being Green

Based in Melbourne, Easy Being Green offers well-researched, environmentally sustainable and affordable solutions to help you improve the energy and water efficiency of your home.  They are committed to helping you reduce your impact on the environment.  Every household can make a difference in conserving the environment.  

The website has facts and tips that can help you being green, and a section on what they can do for you.  Schools, businesses and groups have their own information section.  See: W:  www.easybeinggreen.net
Earthlink

Earth Link provides an opportunity for people who are concerned about the future of Earth to reflect on their concern and move towards action. Earth Link has a particular emphasis on why we need to care for Earth, and also on the importance of beginning with our place, and then extending our concern outwards to regional and global concerns.  Earth Link encourages connectedness between people and Earth. It does this through education, eco-spirituality, promotion of biodiversity and sustainable living, and action for justice for Earth.  They envision a future where there is a culture of respect, reverence and care for earth.  Earth Link will be of special benefit to those who are interested in eco-spirituality and sustainable living. Earth Link is a collaborative ministry sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy.

Four Winds is the base for Earth Link. It is a 43 acre property of open forest situated on the D’Aguilar Range, about an hour north-west of Brisbane.  The environment centre at Four Winds provides people in the community with the opportunity, unique in Australia, to take part in a community of people who share your concerns for Earth at a place where you can immerse yourself in nature.  It has accommodation facilities and meeting spaces, a library, there are workshops and walking tracks.  

For more information visit the website:  http://home.pacific.net.au/~earthlink/index.html
Contact details:

104 Robinson Road South, Ocean View QLD 4521 

Ph/fax: (07) 3425 3138 

E:  earthlink@mercy.org.au

Ecohouse, NSW Ecohouse Pty Ltd

Ecohouse is a resource recovery facility with a difference.  It was started as tip-face venture in 1993 and has grown organically and significantly.  Ecohouse is a very people-centered business. As well as the ecohouse partners, Thomas Luck and Michaela Levy, ecohouse employs 17 local people.  Ecohouse is an ethical business with a holistic approach. Profits are turned back into creating employment, minimising waste and educating people to waste less. Resource Recovery, as they practice it is a complex, difficult and labour intensive activity. Ecohouse specialise in reuse and comprehensive sorting of waste, educating customers through positive experience. The Ecohouse shop offers a wide range of items - from old wares and collectables to furniture, clothes and electrical items. Ecohouse now has over 10 years of experience in managing waste in a sustainable and economic way. They are now offering their services to individuals and local governments to help them set up their own sustainable waste management infrastructure.  For more information check out their website at www.eco-house.com.au
Contact details:

Postal Address: 

PO Box 575, Bellingen NSW 2454

Ph : (02) 6655 5405 Fax: (02) 6655 6786

E: ecohouse@optusnet.com.au
Location: 

Short Cut Rd, Raleigh NSW 2454

Friends of the Earth (Brisbane)

Friends of the Earth International was founded in Sweden 1971 and has since grown to become one of the largest federations of organisations in the world, with member groups in over 60 countries. Friends of the Earth Australia officially began in 1971, with a group in Adelaide.  FoE Australia is currently comprised of 13 local groups and 3 regional contacts.  Each group is unique and autonomous within the FoE International network. This allows for incredible diversity between groups. The main characteristic that distinguishes FoE from other high profile environmental advocacy organisations is the recognition that environmental sustainability and social justice are fundamentally linked. This is reflected in the campaign priorities of FoE groups throughout the world.

Friends of the Earth Brisbane was formed in late 1997 following a campaign to stop the opening of a new sand mine on North Stradbroke Island. FoEB campaigns on environmental issues with an emphasis on social justice. We see all environmental problems as both starting and ending in human interaction, and thus eminently solvable.  They focus on grass-roots organising because it is in the community where real change is possible. 

For more information go to:  www.brisbane.foe.org.au
Contact details:

294 Montague Rd, West End, QLD 4101

PO Box 5702, West End, QLD 4101

Ph (07) 3846 5793 Fax: (07) 3846 4791

E: office@brisbane.foe.org.au
Friends of the EcoCentre

The Griffith University EcoCentre is nestled within the Toohey Forest on the Nathan campus of the university. The construction and operation of the EcoCentre follow strict 'eco-design' principles, and feature solar energy, ambient ventilation and lighting, rammed earth walls for temperature regulation, rainwater collection for 'greywater' use, and wet composting toilets. All reflect domestic scale environmental technologies that can be used in the family home. Visitors to the EcoCentre enjoy the tranquility and beauty of the forest with access to state of the art teaching, exhibition and conference facilities. All volunteers at the Griffith University EcoCentre are trained in innovative approaches to environmental education.

Friends of the EcoCentre (FOTE) is a network of Non-Profit Organisations (Community Groups), University, Industry and Government Organisations working towards a just, sustainable and peaceful global society. Friends of the EcoCentre was adapted in August 2003 from the EcoCentre Community Network which was launched in July 2002.  Members of FOTE are committed to building a just, sustainable and peaceful global society.  Individuals, businesses, educators and community groups are all encouraged to participate.  Building on the success of the EcoCentre Community Network - Friends of the EcoCentre will continue and expand.  Stage 2 of the Griffith University EcoCentre will comprise a canopy walk, an amphitheater, an undercroft and a community resource centre.  For more information go to the website or contact the FOTE coordinator.  

W:   www.griffith.edu.au/centre/ecocentre

Contact details:

Lisa Malcolm - FOTE Coordinator 

Ph: (07) 3875 7992  Fax: (07) 3875 7638

E: ecocentre@griffith.edu.au
Friends of South East Queensland

Friends of SEQ stand for appreciating and respecting the community of life and ecological integrity In SE Queensland, social and economic justice, and democracy with informed decision-making.  Friends of SEQ operate both proactively and reactively in roles including facilitating an informed community, developing policies from analysis, evaluating sustainability by means of performance indicators, providing a watchdog for government policy implementation, and taking third party action on behalf of citizens on regional issues. 

For more information have a look at the ‘envirobusiness’ website.  Friends of SEQ are listed on the left.  W:  http://www.envirobusiness.org/public
Contact details:

PO Box 2029 Runcorn Qld 4113 

Ph: (07) 3345 1800 Fax: (07) 3345 1700

Gecko - Gold Coast and Hinterland Environment Council Assoc. Inc.

Gecko is the peak regional environment group, working to promote, protect, conserve and restore the natural environment and improve the built environment of the entire Gold Coast region, including its magnificent hinterland areas. Established in 1989, Gecko is a volunteer, not-for-profit, non-party-political, community-minded group which works to achieve its aims through avenues such as campaign action, conducting a wide range of educational events and activities, media releases, responding to public concerns, maintaining an up-to-date environmental resource library, and active hands-on revegetation work.  Gecko is funded via memberships, donations, volunteer labour, and through applying for grants.  Gecko has also established two businesses - Gecko Recycle and Gecko Regen - to provide further funding and help to achieve its aims. A third business - Gecko Educators - is in its infancy as a new Gecko venture and looks very promising as delivering quality environmental education to students and the general public.  

Gecko House now has office/library/workspace downstairs and the meeting hall upstairs.  Gecko operates with members, staff, and volunteers all working together for the same ends, but through different activities.  Gecko has grown from a small group to an effective organisation grappling with the many issues confronting the Gold Coast and its environment as the population continues to grow at 12,000 each year.  It can only continue its work with the commitment and involvement of its members, staff, volunteers and supporters.


For more information and to support GECKO take a look at the website at  www.gecko.org.au
Contact details:

Gecko House, 139 Duringan Street, Currumbin, Qld, 4223

E: info@gecko.org.au 
Ph: (07) 55341412 Fax: (07) 55341401

The Global Learning Centre 

The Global Learning Centre is a not-for profit, community organisation providing professional support and resources to teachers, student-teachers and the general public.  The Global Learning Centre aims to promote understanding of people’s shared responsibilities for developing more peaceful, just and ecologically sustainable communities in our world.  Global Education promotes long-term solutions to social and environmental problems.  Solutions that reduce poverty, connect social and environmental issues locally and globally, affirm and celebrate cultural diversity, and involve everyone.  Located at the centre is a public library based on the values of social justice, peace, and ecologically sustainable development, and includes books, journals, teaching materials, CD-roms, posters, practical classroom activities, and over 130 videos available for borrowing.  The Global Learning Centre also offers South-East Queensland primary and secondary educators, universities and the general community a wide variety of workshops and seminars each year, that address critical global social justice, human rights and environmental issues. 

For more information visit the website: www.uq.net.au/-zzglcent
Contact details:

Albion Peace Centre

102 McDonald Road, Windsor Qld 4030 

Ph: (07) 3857 6666 Fax: (07) 3857 2173

E: glc@uq.net.au
Information for Action

Information for Action is a non-profit environmental organisation committed to environmental change in our global community.  Work on the website began in 1999 and is maintained by a group of talented volunteers.  Information for Action offers a lobbying facility, to send e-mails, letters or faxes to politicians all over the world;a huge database allowing you to search for the contact details of thousands of politicians, business leaders, and environment groups by name, country or using keywords; an entertaining and educational quiz with cartoons and animations which tests your knowledge of the environmental issues; articles and guides on the environment and on how you can help, as well as videos, song lyrics and a database containing information about thousands of chemicals, including their effects on the environment and health of humans. 

W: www.informaction.org
Contact details:

PO Box 245, North Perth, WA 6906

The Kingfisher Centre

The Aspley Special School started a waste minimisation program in 1983 as a work experience project for the school’s students, all of whom have intellectual and/or physical disabilities.  In the initial program the students collected aluminium cans from the local community and crushed them at school using hand-operated crushers.  This turned out to be very popular with the students, and the program was expanded.  The public was now able to drop off a wide range of household recyclable items that the students could easily and safely process for either re-use or recycling.  The program thrived and started to generate a reasonable income.  By 1992 the proceeds were as much as $45,000.  With the help of Education Queensland this was enough to build the Kingfisher Centre adjacent to the school.  

The Kingfisher Centre is built similar to a service station, and has facilities for the disabled workers.  It is an environmentally friendly, low-cost and easily replicated activities building.  At the moment the Kingfisher Centre is open 24 hours a day / 7 days a week to accept recyclables from the community.  Items are sorted to be re-used, and if that is not possible they are processed for recycling.  This is done during school hours and during the school terms by 100 students with disabilities from Aspley and other Special Schools. They are assisted by volunteers.  The main objectives of the project are educational and therapeutic.  The Environmental Education Program is designed for visitors from pre-schools, primary or high schools, overseas students and business delegations.  The program has received important national awards.  The program was also introduced in Japan, and was one of 18 global presentations at the First International Children’s Conference on the Environment in the UK in 1995.  The Centre now generates up to $20,000 a year, and is the most comprehensive school community recycling station in the world.  For more information contact the Kingfisher Centre at: Aspley Special School’s Recycling Station 

Postal address:

PO Box 67, Zillmere QLD 4034

Ph (07) 3263 2655; Fax (07) 3263 7802 

E:  lhend10@eq.edu.au
Location:

29 Dorville Rd, Aspley QLD 4034

LEAD - Lead Education and Abatement Design Group 

The Lead Education and Abatement Design Group (LEAD) is a not-for-profit community organisation, which develops and provides information and referrals on lead poisoning and lead contamination prevention and management.  Their goal is to work to eliminate childhood and foetal lead poisoning by the year 2012 and to protect the environment from lead in Australia and throughout the world.

The LEAD group was set up in 1991 by parents of lead poisoned children and individuals who were appalled at the government's lack of services to address the needs of children affected by lead, and lack of a comprehensive strategy to prevent this most common environmental health problem.  They wish to achieve their goals through information and referrals on the website including self-help egroups; input into government policy on lead abatement and the elimination of lead in products and processes; and advice and advocacy nationally and globally. 

For more information check the website at W: http://www.lead.org.au
Contact details:

PO Box 161, Summer Hill, New South Wales, 2130

FREECALL 1800 626 086 Australia Only.

Ph: (02) 9716 0014 Fax: (02) 9716 9005

Myall Park Botanic Garden (MPBG Ltd) 

Myall Park Botanic Garden is owned and run as a community project by MPBG Ltd, a non-profit company of volunteers. Quiet, peaceful and historic Myall Park Botanic Garden is home to one of Australia's oldest collections of native plants just half a day's drive west of Brisbane in the Western Downs region.  It is a perfect destination for botanists, gardeners, bird watchers, photographers, artists and bush walkers. The planted area of the garden occupies approximately 90 hectares of Myall Park Botanic Garden's 132 hectares.  Visitors are welcome to further explore the Garden by staying in the on site accommodation.  The Gallery has artwork of the initiator’s wife Dorothy Gordon, and of several local artists.  

The website has a short history and pictures of the gardens, and there is lots of information on what can be seen there at what times.  You will find more info on accommodation and events; there is a section on education and research, and one on how you can help or become a volunteer.  See: W: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.org.au
Contact details:

PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Queensland 4423

Ph & Fax: (07) 4665 6705

E:  mpbglimited@itconnect.net.au
Qld Bushfood Association

The Queensland Bushfood Association (QBA) exists as a fellowship of bushfood enthusiasts and practitioners.  The QBA was established in April 2000. Their aim is to promote the growing, use, understanding and related research and development, of Australian native plant foods in the State of Queensland. In August 2005 the QBA had some 70 members.  They come from Brisbane, the Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast and their hinterlands, the Darling Downs, Maryborough, Central Queensland, North Queensland and Northern NSW.  Some members of QBA are available to assist school communities who are planning to introduce or develop bush food gardens.  They have developed a set of guidelines which members use while working with a school.  For more information take a look at the website at www.qldbushfood.com
If you wish to contact the QBA please do this through their secretary:

QBA/Lynne Paterson 

C/- 3 Lookout Court, Camp Mountain, Qld, 4520

Ph: (04) 24 132 736

E:  lynne.paterson@westnet.com.au
Qld Earth Charter Committee

The Queensland Earth Charter Committee is a group of volunteers who meet once a month - either at Griffith University Eco-Centre or at the home of one of the members.  They are always keen to network with other community groups who are working for sustainability, peace and justice.  It costs nothing to become a member and they would be very happy to hear from you!  

The International Earth Charter initiative is made up of people from all regions of the world who wish to make a difference.  Earth Charter Australia is recognised by the Earth Charter International Secretariat as the official representative of the Earth Charter Initiative in Australia. The Earth Charter Australia (ECA) network comprises:

· A National Secretariat and National Advisory Panel

· State-based Earth Charter Committees and Focal Points

All individuals and organisations are welcome to affiliate with the ECA network. The only condition for participation in the network is formal endorsement of the Earth Charter.  For more information on the Earth Charter and the organisational structure check the website at www.earthcharter.org.au
Contact details:

The Queensland Earth Charter Committee

EcoCentre, Griffith University Nathan QLD 4111.

Ph: (07) 3875 5546 Fax: (07) 3875 7638 

E: info@earthcharter.org.au
Reverse Garbage Co-op Ltd (Brisbane)

Reverse Garbage is a not-for-profit workers' co-operative that collects high quality industrial discards, diverting them from landfill to sell them at low cost to the general public.  Set up in 1998 to support Friends of the Earth - Brisbane, they sell a wide array of interesting and ever-changing materials for re-use. Whether it be art and craft, a school project, something that needs to be renovated around the home, an upcoming theatre production, we probably have materials here that you can use...at a fraction of the price you would normally pay. They operate a large retail warehouse in West End, which is open to the public from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Saturday at 296 Montague Road, West End, Brisbane. Come in and visit - they'll help you with ideas and materials for your project, however large or small.  For more information visit www.reversegarbage.com.au
Contact details:

PO Box 5626, West End QLD 4101

Ph (07) 3844 9744 Fax (07) 3844 6905 

E: info@reversegarbage.com.au  

Location:

296 Montague Rd, West End

Steel Can Recycling Council

The Steel Can Recycling Council is an industry body dedicated to promoting steel can recycling in Australia.  The Steel Can Recycling Council was established in 1996 to encourage consumers to send their steel cans to recycling rather than to landfill.  Steel Can Recycling in Australia has been operating since 1992.  94% of households in Australia now have access to steel can recycling with 56% of steel cans being returned for recycling.  However, every year each Australian sends around 3.5 kilograms of steel cans to landfill - that's enough steel to make 40,000 fridges!  The cansmart® website is dedicated to promoting steel can recycling. There is information for householders, waste educators, manufacturers and marketers, and students. You can find everything from a Householders Guide to Steel Can Recycling, to the new Recyclable Steel Logo, which brand owners can download and incorporate directly into their labeling.  For more information, see  www.cansmart.org
Contact details:

The Steel Can Recycling Council 

PO Box 1854, Wollongong NSW 2500

The cansmart® Hotline: 1800 073 713 during business hours

Surfrider Foundation

Surfrider is a non-profit organisation dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of Australia's oceans, waves and beaches for all people through Conservation, Advocacy, Research and Education.  We have 29 Branches nationwide, International Affiliates in the USA, Japan, Brazil and Europe, and over 40 000 members worldwide.  Surfrider advocates for the sustainable management and use of the coastal zone, including coastal river catchments and offshore activities. Our opportunities to enjoy the coast: its clean water, its biodiversity and its spectacular landforms, are influenced by the actions of individuals, the aspirations of business and the policies of all levels of government.  Surfrider aims to increase awareness of many issues impacting on our enjoyment of the coast, and to ensure that our children have similar opportunities to enjoy it as we have today.  While Surfrider has members from all walks of life, 70% of our active members are young males and females aged 16-35. 

W: www.surfrider.org.au
Contact details:

Surfrider Foundation Ltd (Australia)

PO Box 271, Coolangatta, QLD 4225

Phone: (07) 5536 1021 Fax: (07) 5536 6523

E: info@surfrider.org.au
Toowoomba Bicycle Users Group (Toowoomba BUG)

Toowoomba Bicycle Users Group (Toowoomba BUG) promotes Car Free Days.  Contact details:

C/O Sue Hendren

PO Box 3021 - Village Fair, Toowoomba QLD 4350

Ph (07) 4688 6352 

E:  S.Hendren@toowoomba.qld.gov.au
The “Toowoomba Community Organic Gardens” Association

The “Toowoomba Community Organic Gardens” Association (TCOGA) are diverse and dynamic gardens occupying 2 acres of Toowoomba City Council parkland only five minutes from the CBD with the main entrance on Goggs Street.  It was established by the Darling Downs Natural Group Inc (DDNGG) in 1996 for the purpose of demonstrating natural, non-toxic growing methods and environmental sustainability.  DDNGG is and incorporated not-for-profit community association of volunteers.

The gardens are being developed in stages as resources permit.  So far, garden areas which have been developed or partly developed, include the Main Demonstration Garden, a compost and soil fertility display, demonstration of living fence screen plant species, a Wildlife Habitat Garden and a Food Forest.  There also are several garden plots that are being rented out to community members who wish to have a go at naturally growing their own vegetable crops and other plants.  

At the TCOG various activities take place during the year.  Besides the working bees on Wednesdays and some Sundays there are workshops in which you can learn about growing and propagating, seed saving, organic pest control, cooking, arts and crafts and lots more.  Also available are courses for volunteers and gardening classes for kids, and information can be found in the gardening library.  

TCOG meets February – November at 7.30 PM on the second Thursday of each month at the Dr Price Rooms, Little St Toowoomba. Meetings generally include talks by guest speakers, practicing natural growers and experts in related fields. Visitors are always welcome.  If you have any questions or are interested in joining the TCOG, have a look on the website at  www.tellsystems.com.au/toga 

Contact details:

TCOG Association Inc

PO Box 6253, Toowoomba West 4350

Email via website.
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For further information about HOPE and its activities contact:


Frank Ondrus, Convenor (Manager), PO Box 6118, Toowoomba West QLD 4350, Australia. Phone from within Australia (07) 4639 2135 Phone from outside Australia 61 7 4639 2135; email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ondrusfj@yahoo.com.au"��HOPEqueensland@yahoo.com.au� 


website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/"��www.hopeaustralia.org.au� 
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