Information Sheet

The down side of 1080 (Sodium Fluoroacetate)

By Lorraine Conley and Alan P. May, Nascaring Wildlife Carers
(Updated September 2003)

Animal baiting gone wrong!

Recently, the Nascaring Wildlife Carers received a call from a member of the public, regarding a Wedgetail Eagle, which appeared to be showing signs of possible poisoning.  This is a worry considering the drought conditions and baiting programs currently being undertaken.

For the education of the general community, I present the “facts on 1080 “as gleaned from a number of sources, along with responses from Alan May.

Fact 1.  1080 is the most efficient, humane and species-specific pesticide currently available for declared animal control in Australia.

Response: Efficient? So it should be, developed by the Nazis in Germany as part of the “Final Solution”, 1080 is one of the very few poisons which has no known antidote.

Humane?  CSIRO observations of possums dying from 1080 poison describe frantic thrashing around, shrieking in agony, biting and frothing at the mouth with eyes bulging, and choking on their own saliva.  After an investigation into the use of 1080 on wallabies in Tasmania, RSPCA (Australia) condemned it utterly for is excessive cruelty.

Species Specific? As victims of 1080 do not conveniently drop dead around the poison site, it is difficult to assess which animals have fallen victim to the poison.

Fact 2  Native wildlife is generally resistant to 1080 because they have evolved in the presence of fluoroacetate, the active component of 1080.  This toxin occurs naturally in over 35 species of Australian plants. The risk to native fauna is further reduced by using bait materials unattractive to native species, and placing baits in a way that minimizes risks of non-target bait-taking.

Response. The technical grade of sodium fluoroacetate used in baiting programs is produced by chemical syntheses as native plants to not produce sufficient quantities for general use.  Native species of the Darling Downs have little or no contact with any of the 35 species of native plants, as they occur in the Northern Territory, Western Australia or north of the Tropic of Capricorn.

Raw meat baits – with no bone, no fat nor skin – unattractive to native species?  Carnivorous marsupial or birds would be attracted to such a feast! Remember too that a lethal dose of 1080 to small animals and birds may be only 1/100th of a milligram.

Fact 3.  Humans, who survived 1080 poisoning report confusion, but remember no pain. This is probably because 1080 initially depressed the central nervous system and block transmission of pain. Even though some 1080-poisoned animals physically convulse, it is likely that there is no pain perceived by the animal.

(continued overleaf)
Response. Let’s look at the official version presented by CHEMTOX in 1995.  “Fluoroacetate has a very high acute toxicity either as dust or in solution, and the lethal dose is essentially the same for exposure via inhalation, ingestion or skin contact. Contact with the eyes can also affect the body.  Absorption is very rapid via the gastrointestinal tract, but skin absorption is low unless the skin is cut or abraded.  Symptoms may be delayed 30 minutes to 20 hours after ingestion, and may include vomiting, apprehension, auditory hallucinations, tingling sensations of the nose and face, facial numbness and twitching, and epileptiform convulsions.  Depression may occur between or after convulsion.  Several hours later, there may be pulse alternans, ectopic heartbeats, ventricular fibrillation and death." 

Makes you wonder what dosage would have to be ingested to merely report confusion?
Fact 4  1080 is extremely biodegradable.  Microbes found in soil, water, and also in the meat and grain used in baiting, degrade 1080 into non-toxic components.  Plants also detoxify 1080. Soil bacteria and fungi detoxify 1080, usually within weeks.

Response.  Experts tell us that 1080 can be 2 to 5 times more lethal in cold conditions and that meat baits bind some fluoroacetate.  This bound fluoroacetate is resistant to leaching and in the absence of decomposition remains available to consumers of the bait. And further, injected baits may contain a lethal dose for dogs, 8 months after placement.

1080 – sodium fluoroacetate – is a vile poison that has been banned in man civilised countries. 

In conclusion, look at the changes to the natural environment and the impact that 1080 has on the food sources of native animals.  The 1080 is aimed at wild dogs – but if the bait is not consumed in one sitting for example, other scavengers may also fall victim to the poison. Quolls, magpies, eagles, and some wallabies are at risk of being poisoned.  During Spring, many of these animals and birds will be breeding and raising their young – and will be looking for more food than usual.

If you are environmentally and /or wildlife conscious, think twice before having anything to do with these baits.  There is no such thing as a safe and humane poison.

See - Nascaring Wildlife Carers - C/- Lorraine & Geoff Conley, Flagstone Creek Rd, Upper Flagstone QLD 4344; Ph (07) 4697 5273; email: lainie1@yourisp.com.au 
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For further information about HOPE Toowoomba and its activities contact:


Frank Ondrus, Convenor (Manager), PO Box 6118, Toowoomba West QLD 4350, Australia. Phone from within Australia (07) 4639 2135 Phone from outside Australia 61 7 4639 2135; 


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:HOPE_Toowoomba@yahoo.com.au" �HOPE_Toowoomba@yahoo.com.au�           � HYPERLINK "file:///C:\\Documents%20and%20Settings\\schattyste\\Desktop\\our_design\\sites\\hope\\Info%20Sheets\\www.green.net.au\\hope" ��www.green.net.au/hope�














