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Ecological Footprint Network is a Network of Organizations, Government Bodies, researchers, and Practitioners, transforming the Ecological Footprint into a vocal and rigorous measure of our demand on nature.
Mission

The Mission of the Ecological Footprint Network is to make sustainability specific by transforming the Ecological Footprint into a vocal and rigorous measure of human demand on nature. 

Strategies

The Ecological Footprint Network will be able to accomplish this mission by:

1. Building the Community – The Ecological Footprint Network will be a membership organization of Ecological Footprint practitioners and other individuals engaged in sustainability. We will begin to build the Network by inviting senior Footprint practitioners and organizations as “founding members”.

2. Developing Quality Standards – We will establish a Scientific and a Policy Advisory Council of both practitioners and eminent scientists. The Councils will support the development of quality standards in accounting and communication. Common certifiable standards will not only strengthen the scientific rigor, effectiveness, and transparency of Ecological Footprint accounts, but also the reliability and credibility of Ecological Footprint applications everywhere.

3. Establishing a Certification System – Practitioners who wish to have their work reviewed by the certification arm of the Network can submit their work and qualify for the certified seal of quality.

4. Advancing the Underlying Research - The new standards will be backed and enhanced by research to advance the scientific rigor, transparency, and communication effectiveness of the Ecological Footprint.

What is an Ecological Footprint?

The Ecological Footprint measures human demand on nature. In order to live, people consume what nature offers. Every one of us has an impact on our planet. This is not bad as long as we don't take more from the Earth than it offers. But are we taking more? The “Ecological Footprint” measures what we consume from nature, for individuals, organizations, cities, regions, nations or humanity as a whole. It shows how much biologically productive land and water we occupy to produce all the resources we consume and to absorb our waste.

How big is your Footprint? The average American uses 24 acres (or 10 hectares) to support his or her current lifestyle. This corresponds to the size of 24 football / 10 soccer fields put together. Since Americans consume products from all over the world, their Footprint is scattered all over the planet. But the size of Footprints varies: the average Italian lives on 9 acres (4 hectares), and the average Indian on less than 2 acres (0.8 hectares). Calculate yours at www.myfootprint.org.
(continued overleaf)

The website also offers:

· Links to Ecological Footprint Work
· Books and Major Reports
· Other Reports and Papers
Contact the Ecological Footprint Network

Mathis Wackernagel, Ph.D.
Ecological Footprint Network
1050 Warfield Ave
Oakland CA 94610
Tel.: 1-(510) 839-8879
Fax: 1-(510) 834-9202
e-mail: mathis@footprintnetwork.org
website: www.footprintnetwork.org/ 
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For further information about HOPE Toowoomba and its activities contact:


Frank Ondrus, Convenor (Manager), PO Box 6118, Toowoomba West QLD 4350, Australia. Phone from within Australia (07) 4639 2135 Phone from outside Australia 61 7 4639 2135; 


e-mail: HOPE_Toowoomba@yahoo.com.au          www.green.net.au/hope















