Information Sheet
National Land and Water Resources Audit
By Kumari Sorenson, HOPE Toowoomba (September 2003)
What is the Audit?

The National Land and Water Resources Audit (the Audit) is a program of the Natural Heritage Trust. It was set up in 1997 to improve land, water and vegetation management by providing better information to resource managers.

The Audit is a partnership between all States, Territories and the Commonwealth, sharing and exchanging information and data on vast array of topics to make the Audit one of the most ambitious programs on natural resources ever undertaken in Australian.

The Audit Covers seven Topics
· Agriculture

· Coasts

· Land

· People

· Rangelands

· Vegetation and Biodiversity

· Water

The National Land and Water Resources Audit (the Audit) is facilitating improved decision making on the land, vegetation and water resource management in Australia by:
· Providing a clear understanding of the status of, and changes in, the nation’s land, vegetation and water resources and implications for their sustainable use.

· Providing an interpretation of the costs and benefits (economic, environmental and social) of land and water resources and any remedial actions.
· Developing a national information system of compatible and readily accessible natural resources data.

· Producing national land and water (surface and groundwater) assessments as integrated components of the Audit.

· Ensuring integration with, and collaboration between, other relevant initiatives.

· Providing a framework for monitoring Australia’s land and water resources in an ongoing and structured way.

In partnership with Commonwealth, Sate and Territory agencies, through its theme activities – Water Availability; Dryland Salinity; Native Vegetation; Rangeland monitoring; Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability; Australians and Natural Resource Management; Catchments, Rivers and Estuaries Condition and Information Management – Audit has prepared:
Assessments of the status of and, where possible, recent changes in Australia’s land, vegetation and water resources to asset decision makers achieve ecological sustainability. The assessment set a baseline or benchmark for monitoring change.

Integrated reports on the economic, environmental and social dimensions of land, and water resource management, including recommendations for management action.

An Australian Natural Resources Atlas and Data Library – to provide Internet-based access to integrated national, State and regional data and information about key natural resources issues.

Guidelines and protocols for assessing and monitoring the condition and management of Australia’s land, vegetation and water resource

For more information, contact, NLWRA, Level 2, UNISYS Building, 91 Northbourne Avenue, Turner ACT, 2612. Phone (02) 6257 9516; email atlas@nlwra.gov.au
Website www.nlwra.gov.au
(Material sourced from NLWRA publications)
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For further information about HOPE Toowoomba and its activities contact:


Frank Ondrus, Convenor (Manager), PO Box 6118, Toowoomba West QLD 4350, Australia. Phone from within Australia (07) 4639 2135 Phone from outside Australia 61 7 4639 2135; 


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:HOPE_Toowoomba@yahoo.com.au" �HOPE_Toowoomba@yahoo.com.au�           � HYPERLINK "www.green.net.au/hope" ��www.green.net.au/hope�












