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A Queensland Government initiative




ClimateSmart Living

The Queensland Government wants as many Queenslanders as possible to examine their day-to-day lifestyles and find ways to reduce their carbon emissions in the home. 
The government has set a Q2 target to reduce the State’s household carbon footprint by a third by 2020 (Toward Q2: Tomorrow’s Queensland, Queensland Government - www.towardq2.qld.gov.au).

One way the government is helping Queenslanders to reduce their carbon footprint is through the Low Carbon Diet. 

Take a step in the right direction—take the Low Carbon Diet

The Low Carbon Diet program provides information and resources to encourage Queenslanders to work together to reduce their carbon emissions and contribute to the global climate change solution.  The 30 day program helps people save money, energy and our environment.  
Central to the success of the Low Carbon Diet is community members working together to motivate each other to set and reach their carbon footprint reduction goals.

The current carbon footprint of the average Queensland household is 13.77 tonnes of CO2 each year (13,770 kgs) (Toward Q2: Tomorrow’s Queensland, Queensland Government - www.towardq2.qld.gov.au).

Working as part of an EcoTeam (a group of between 5 and 10 households), each participant calculates their current household CO2 emissions using a carbon calculator. 

Each EcoTeam member then creates a CO2 Reduction Action Plan and chooses actions they will implement to reduce their CO2 emission levels. The ultimate goal is to reduce each household carbon footprint by 2,000 kgs! 

Some simple actions that Queenslanders can make today to their lifestyles to reduce their carbon footprint include:

· Only use the dishwasher when it’s full

· Wash clothes in cold water

· Forget the dryer—hang washing on the line

· Switch to GreenPower

· Turn off the lights in an empty room

· Change to energy saving light globes (CFLs)

· Encourage others to live ClimateSmart!

How to get involved

Queenslanders can become involved in the Low Carbon Diet in one of three ways —as a: 
1. Community group—an established club, group, council or community organisation who wish to take part in the Low Carbon Diet as a group activity. 
2. EcoTeam—an informal group of people (e.g. neighbours, workmates, friends) who wish to take part in the Low Carbon Diet as a group activity 

3. Individual—an individual (or individual household) who would like to live a Low Carbon Lifestyle 

Visit www.climatesmart.qld.gov.au to sign up.
Low Carbon Diet Community Funding Program

The Low Carbon Diet Community Funding Program is a two-year, four round program offering grants between $2,000 and $10,000 (GST exclusive) to help communities implement the Low Carbon Diet throughout their local area. 

Eligible organisations include not-for-profit incorporated community groups, local councils and tertiary institutions throughout Queensland. 
Recipients from Round One of the funding program include 19 community groups and local councils—from Machans Beach in the far north to Roma in the west.

Over $170,000 (GST exclusive) has been allocated in this first round of funding, allowing Queensland groups to tackle climate change at a grass roots, community level.

Recipient groups have found some exciting ways to put the LCD into action, including community carbon challenges, school competitions and action learning circles.

Application closure dates:

· Round 2 applications close Monday 4 May 2009
· Round 3 applications close Monday 24 August 2009

· Round 4 applications close Monday 7 December 2009

For more information on the Low Carbon Diet or to apply for funding, go to www.climatesmart.qld.gov.au 
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