Report on Earth Charter Forum held on Saturday 5 August 2006
(Last amended – 11 November 2006)
Theme: The Earth Charter Initiative- A pathway to peace, non-violence and sustainability

Message: "The Earth Charter broadens the concept of sustainability, recognizing the indivisible nature and interrelatedness of environmental protection, human rights, social and economic justice, and peace and democracy."

Overview

A one day forum on the Earth Charter Initiative was held in Toowoomba on Saturday 5 August 2006. The venue for the forum was the Allison Dickson Lecture Theatre at the University of Southern Queensland (USQ). Eight speakers, who each donated their time and services, presented papers on the four major principles of the Earth Charter Initiative. There were 24 eager participants in attendance; and although the audience was small in number, the forum was successful for a number of reasons.

Firstly, the organizing work group learnt heaps from the process of staging such an event. The guidance and direction given by co-hosts Dr. Karey Harrison, USQ, and Clem Campbell and Louise Erbacher, Qld Earth Charter Committee, was greatly appreciated. Organizing speakers for the program was challenging and interesting, especially as there were some late changes!
The forum chairperson, Dr. Geoff Cockfield, USQ, kept the program flowing with adequate time for questions and breaks. It was disappointing that the final segment - Where to from here? – was not able to be included as a number of speakers and participants had to leave early.
Thanks
Where to start? Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the working group – Miriam Sharp, Stephanie Johnson, Robyn Whale, Cally Jackson and Christine Seeto. Thank you very much for your input and time during the whole planning process and on the day. Thanks also to our co-hosts - Clem Campbell and Louise Erbacher for helping organize the speakers program; to Dr. Karey Harrison who arranged the venue and Dr. Geoff Cockfield who chaired the forum.
Big thanks to our sponsors who provided both financial and in-kind support: 

Ergon Energy – Andrew Fox 
Green Harvest
Ian Macfarlane MP, Federal Member for Groom
Toowoomba City Council – Mayor Cr. Dianne Thorley

Officeworks

Mr. Organic - Murray Griffith & Ngaire Winwood

Thank you also to Kerry Shine MP, Member for Toowoomba North, Mike Horan MP, Member for Toowoomba South and Ian Macfarlane MP, Member for Groom who assisted with photocopying of materials for the forum.
Other recipients of our thanks include the speakers who gave freely of their time:
Cr. Sue Englart, Toowoomba City Council; Mr. Clem Campbell and Ms. Louise Erbacher; Sr. Mary Tinney, Earth Link Qld; Ms. Donnell Davis, UN Habitat; Ms. Leith Boully, Wentworth Group; Mr. Gary Harch, Qld Murray Darling Committee; Mr. Colin Brown, Catholic Earthcare Australia; Dr. Mark Copland, Social Justice Commission – Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba; and Dr. Noel Preston, Ethicist, Theologian and Social Commentator.
Also include the donated services of presenters in order to give a total picture
Your combined contributions enabled us to keep the attendance costs to a minimum. For this we are most grateful.
Last, but not least, thank you to all the HOPE members who helped with this project and especially to those who helped on the day. Thanks to Andrew Nicholson who recorded the event; to Robyn Whale, Annemarie Manners and Dianne Spanswick who looked after the catering; and to Keith Spanswick who helped with transporting equipment and materials.
Conclusion

With the initial feedback from the forum being so positive, HOPE has decided to continue its efforts to raise awareness about the Earth Charter Initiative (ECI). Our first step will be to revisit the Where to from here? segment of the forum and arrange a campaign of activities for 2007. Suggestions include:

· regular media stories;
· distribution of ECI literature;
· Essay Competition for secondary school students; and
· conduct a general awareness survey of the Earth Charter and its principles
We invite your comments and look forward to your support of the Earth Charter Initiative.






