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Louise Erbacher of the Queensland Earth Charter Committee, who will be speaking at the forum in August, is the Education Co-ordinator for the Brink Expedition. The Expedition was created in 2002 as a means of promoting Principle 14 of the Earth Charter: “Integrate into formal education and life-long learning the knowledge, values, and skills needed for a sustainable way of life.”
The Brink Expedition began in Argentina in 2002, and at the time of writing is in Nepal. The expedition has covered thousands of kilometres across the world, and is currently due to arrive back in Australia in 2007. The team members travel using only natural sources of energy, including pedal power and solar powered appliances. They carry with them educational materials to be disseminated to schools along the way, as well as presenting their adventures on the World Wide Web, via regular online journals, live satellite link-ups and breathtaking photographic images. These provide a looking-glass through which young people can view a world rarely seen within mainstream media. The aim is to “empower educators and their students to contribute to the realisation of an optimistic future vision…truly engage educators and their students to take up the responsibility of becoming more active global citizens…and to create a model for learning that will excite, entertain, inspire, and transform both students and educators alike”. (From “The Earth Charter In Action.”)
The Brink Innovative Education project provides the opportunity for students to learn from other cultures, promoting an understanding of, and a fascination for the complex world around them. As well, the Brink Expedition will encourage an awareness of, and a respect for the natural environment, while emphasizing the students' role as active global citizens. 
The Brink Curriculum

Each module has been developed in line with outcomes from the Queensland SOSE Syllabus, following the framework of inquiry based learning. The modules are available for both Primary and Secondary contexts. Each module contains an Overview, Resources and a Sequence for Teaching and Learning. The Curriculum Modules can be downloaded, and teachers are encouraged to adapt, modify or supplement the units in order to suit their own classroom contexts, the needs and interests of their students and the resources they have available to them. There are nine modules, which fall under the following headings:
Module 1 - The Brink Expedition and The Earth Charter

Module 2 - Indigenous Peoples of the Americas

Module 3 - Ocean Care

Module 4 - Global Warming

Module 5 - Understanding Cultures

Module 6 - Fairer Trade

Module 7 - Endangered Species

Module 8 - Disappearing Forests

Module 9 - Indigenous Australians
The Expedition website also provides a platform for a “Pen Pal community”. The Pen Pal community assists children from every corner of the globe to form friendships and to build respect for different cultures and the natural environment. There is a list containing a list of email and postal contacts of all the schools in the Expedition’s database, and participating schools may send letters or e-mail to each other. 
As well as supporting the educational aims of the Earth Charter, The Brink Expedition is also fundraising for the humanitarian organisation Oxfam Community Aid Abroad, and promoting The International Cricket Council’s Development Program, the Spirit of Cricket.

If anyone in the educational sector is interested in making use of the Brink Expedition SOSE curriculum, it can be downloaded from the website, at http://www.brinkx.org/ along with other resources provided in the online School Room. In addition, in order to encourage as much participation as possible, Kendon Glass, who is currently the sole traveller on the expedition, is happy to do free satellite calls from his current location to any schools that register on the website (these are funded by Education Queensland). 
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