Cases of the Earth Charter in Motion
The following summary report based on “Charting the way forward: Cases of the Earth Charter in Motion” was prepared by Stephanie Johnson, HOPE, July 2006.

In October 2005, the Earth Charter Initiative International Secretariat produced a publication entitled “Charting the Way Forward: Cases of the Earth Charter in Motion”. The book documents practical applications of the Earth Charter in 20 case studies – ten involving education, and ten involving local communities. A brief description of these is given here, with a more detailed account of the Australian Initiative, The Brink Expedition, following. 

Education Cases
Collaboration of Partners, Costa Rica 
In Costa Rica, several organisations, universities and government bodies have been working with the Earth Charter Initiative for several years. In October 2001, the Minister of Education declared his intention to incorporate the Earth Charter in his ministry’s activities. Funded by the Japanese Embassy in Costa Rica, educational materials were developed for primary schools based on the Earth Charter under the title ”Educating for a sustainable lifestyle with the Earth Charter.” 35,000 books for teachers, 100,000 books for students, and 15,000 student planners were printed and distributed in public schools throughout Costa Rica in 2005.
See www.earthcharter.org
Vivim Plegats (Living Together), Spain 

The Vivim Plegats program ran from 2000 to 2004 in Mallorca, funded by the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Balearic Islands. The program was developed by a local teacher in response to growing racism and xenophobia due to increasing immigration from all parts of the world. A children’s adaptation of the Earth Charter was developed and published in a number of languages. Following this were a range of suggested activities for children of different ages, with each school creating its own specific activities. A multi-cultural team visits each school regularly and gives performances about their cultures, aiding understanding about the multicultural nature of their society.
See http://weib.caib.es/programes/vivimplegats/carta_de_la_terra.htm 
[image: image1.jpg]



Michigan State University, USA
In 2002, professors Laurie Thorp and Terry Link of Michigan State University were developing a course in sustainability to be taught at the university. They developed a course entitled “Earth Charter: Pathway to a Sustainable Future?” which focussed on self-expression, personal reflection and participatory engagement, rather than passive learning of theory.
See www.msu.edu 


    Terry Link         
The University for Peace, Costa Rica 
The UN-affiliated University for Peace (UPEACE) has its headquarters in Costa Rica. UPEACE’s governing council endorsed the Earth Charter in November 2002, and the Earth Charter Secretariat is located on the UPEACE campus. UPEACE uses the Earth Charter as an educational tool, using it in the development of its courses, curriculum materials and activities. Since 2003, all of UPEACE’s international students are introduced to the Earth Charter during the course of their studies.
See www.upeace.org 


 University for Peace Campus
Universidad Autonoma del Estado de Mexico, Mexico 
The Earth Charter is being used as a guiding framework in reincorporating ‘humanistic education’ into the curricula of the dentistry department of the university, with the purpose of training students to have a holistic vision and an ethical commitment to their work. In 2002, the students of the department jointly produced a Dentist’s Decalogue, a series of ten principles to be used as ethical guidelines. The entire university later formally endorsed the Earth Charter, in September 2004.
See www.uaemex.mx 

Itaipu Hydroelectric Power Plant, Brazil 
The Itaipu Hydroelectric Power Plant is one of the largest power plants in the world. It is a public sector enterprise, developed by the governments of Brazil and Paraguay. Itaipu has used the Earth Charter as an ethical framework, an educational tool, and as the common thread which links around 70 projects that form its socio-environmental program Cultivando Agua Buena (Cultivating Good Water). This program was developed in 2003 to guide action related to the preservation of natural resources in the Cuenca of Paraná, and thereby to improve the quality of life for people in the region. The program is disseminated to schools, communities, and local governments.
See www.itaipu.gov.br 




Soka Gakkai International (SGI), Japan 
Soka Gakkai International is a lay Buddhist foundation, headquartered in Japan, which actively promotes peace, culture, environmental awareness and education. In early 2001, SGI and the Earth Charter Initiative developed the Seeds of Change: The Earth Charter and Human Potential exhibition, featuring stories of how the Earth Charter was being used in different parts of the world, in order to bring the Earth Charter document to a larger audience. It aims to promote public awareness of the need for sustainable development and to inspire hope in the possibility that each individual can make a difference. The exhibition was initially created for the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002.
See www.sgi.org 
[image: image7.png]


Building Bridges Consulting, Canada 
The Building Bridges program was developed by
Dr Linda Hill, who was asked by a Canadian NGO
in 2000 to develop a youth diversity workshop.
Inclusive Leadership Adventure – Exploring the
Earth Charter is about building bridges across
differences. The aim is for all participants to get
beyond the words of the Earth Charter, and develop spiritual, emotional and intellectual connections, and create practical actions for implementing its principles. Participants are engaged in a series of challenges that involve sharing leadership, and communicating in ways that build bridges across differences, and replace prejudice and discrimination with sensitivity, openness, and valuing all living beings.
See www.island.net/~bridges/Bridges.htm 
The Paulo Freire Institute, Brazil 
The Paulo Freire Institute (PFI) is a non-profit, international civil association based in Brazil, which develops new practices in the fields of education, culture and communication, towards a more democratic and socially just society. The PFI was one of the early participants in the Earth Charter movement, being actively involved in the consultation process throughout the 1990s. The PFI aims to use the Earth Charter as an educational framework in its projects and approach to education. In 1999, the PFI organized the first international symposium to explore the Earth Charter from the perspective of education, which then led to the development of a pedagogy based on the principles of the Charter – a Pedagogy of the Earth, or eco-pedagogy. This is then developed into practical activities and programs.
See www.paulofreire.org 
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The Brink Expedition, Australia   
The Brink Expedition was created in 2002 as a means of
promoting Principle 14 of the Earth Charter: “Integrate into
formal education and life-long learning the knowledge, values,
and skills needed for a sustainable way of life.” The Brink
Expedition began in Argentina in 2002, and at the time of
writing is in Nepal. The expedition has covered thousands of
kilometres across the world, and is currently due to arrive back
in Australia in 2007. The team members travel using only
natural sources of energy, including pedal power and solar powered appliances. They carry with them educational materials to be disseminated to schools along the way, as well as presenting their adventures on the World Wide Web, via regular online journals, live satellite link-ups and breathtaking photographic images. These provide a looking-glass through which young people can view a world rarely seen within mainstream media. The aim is to “empower educators and their students to contribute to the realisation of an optimistic future vision…truly engage educators and their students to take up the responsibility of becoming more active global citizens…and to create a model for learning that will excite, entertain, inspire, and transform both students and educators alike”. (From “The Earth Charter In Action.”)
The Brink Innovative Education project provides the opportunity for students to learn from other cultures, promoting an understanding of, and a fascination for the complex world around them. As well, the Brink Expedition will encourage an awareness of, and a respect for the natural environment, while emphasizing the students' role as active global citizens. 
The Brink Curriculum

Each module has been developed in line with outcomes from the Queensland SOSE Syllabus, following the framework of inquiry based learning. The modules are available for both Primary and Secondary contexts. Each module contains an Overview, Resources and a Sequence for Teaching and Learning. The Curriculum Modules can be downloaded, and teachers are encouraged to adapt, modify or supplement the units in order to suit their own classroom contexts, the needs and interests of their students and the resources they have available to them. There are nine modules, which fall under the following headings:

Module 1 - The Brink Expedition and The Earth Charter

Module 2 - Indigenous Peoples of the Americas
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Module 3 - Ocean Care
Module 4 - Global Warming
Module 5 - Understanding Cultures
Module 6 - Fairer Trade
Module 7 - Endangered Species
Module 8 - Disappearing Forests
Module 9 - Indigenous Australians
The Expedition website also provides a platform for a “Pen Pal community”. The Pen Pal community assists children from every corner of the globe to form friendships and to build respect for different cultures and the natural environment. There is a list containing a list of email and postal contacts of all the schools in the Expedition’s database, and participating schools may send letters or e-mail to each other. 
As well as supporting the educational aims of the Earth Charter, The Brink Expedition is also fundraising for the humanitarian organisation Oxfam Community Aid Abroad, and promoting The International Cricket Council’s Development Program, the Spirit of Cricket.

If anyone in the educational sector is interested in making use of the Brink Expedition SOSE curriculum, it can be downloaded from the website, at http://www.brinkx.org along with other resources provided in the online School Room. In addition, in order to encourage as much participation as possible, Kendon Glass, who is currently the sole traveller on the expedition, is happy to do free satellite calls from his current location to any schools that register on the website (these are funded by Education Queensland). 
Local Community Cases
The Toronto & Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), Canada 
In 2002, the Toronto & Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) formed a partnership with the Conservation Foundation to create The Living City Campaign. The main aims of the project were to review existing TRCA policies and find ways of incorporating relevant Earth Charter principles, and to use the Charter as a framework for strategic planning for TRCA activities. As a result of this project, the TRCA endorsed the Earth Charter in June 2002. They also referred the Earth Charter onto the Association of Municipalities of Ontario: most of the municipalities within the TRCA’s area of jurisdiction proceeded to endorse or recognize the Charter. 
See www.trca.on.ca 
The City of Joondalup, Australia 
In 2001, the City Council of Joondalup in Western Australia decided to apply the Earth Charter as part of its strategic planning process in order to build the community’s capacity to address sustainability issues. After a community consultation process on the relevance of the Earth Charter principles to the City’s existing policies, a new integrated framework was developed for the City’s Corporate and Directorate Plans. 
See www.joondalup.wa.gov.au 
The Republic of Tatarstan, Russia 
The Republic of Tatarstan is one of the largest republics in the Russian Federation. An Earth Charter-inspired project entitled ”Tatarstan, the Territory for a Culture of Peace, Sustainable Development and Tolerance” has been adopted by the republic, emphasising the need to protect the natural environment and create conditions that promote tolerance and social justice. In April 2001, the Parliament of Tatarstan unanimously voted not only to endorse the Earth Charter, but also to adopt and apply the principles as part of the Republic’s constitution, making it the first provincial government in the world to adopt the Earth Charter as a guide in conducting affairs of state.
See www.earthcharter.ru 
Earth Charter Partnership for Sustainable Communities, USA 
In 2003, a partnership was established between the World Resources Institute, Global Communities Initiative and the Earth Charter Initiative. Resources were developed to help communities undertake sustainability programs. There was a methodology workbook entitled “Taking Action for Sustainability” along with online management support software entitled ”EarthCAT: The Earth Charter Community Action Tool.” The aim is to provide communities with a step-by-step guide on how to develop goals, targets and strategies to implement sustainable practices, based o the major principles of the Earth Charter. There is also a tool to measure progress using indicators and reporting systems. The resource also connects communities using the tool via a shared database.
See www.earthcat.org 
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National Earth Charter Committee, Mexico 
At the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002, Mexican President Vicente Fox Quesada expressed his commitment to the Earth Charter. The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources joined others in a partnership launched at WSSD called “Educating for Sustainable Living with the Earth Charter.” The aim of this project in Mexico is to provide communities and their leaders with information and training in the fundamental principles of sustainable development and how to integrate this into decision-making processes. The Earth Charter is the primary teaching instrument for this. This project also has close links with the Local Agenda 21 program.

See http://portal.semarnat.gob.mx/semarnat/portal 
City of San José, Costa Rica 
In 1999, the City of San José executed a project entitled “The Municipality of San José Toward Sustainable Development”, which involved training workshops based on the Earth Charter. The project engaged 1,800 municipal workers in San José (about 80% of the total) in a series of 15 participatory training processes on sustainable development and the ethical principles contained in the Earth Charter. A central output was for the workers to create an Earth Charter specifically for the city of San José that would outline common values, and be adopted by all staff members. 
See www.earthcharter.org/country 
Municipality of Alajuela, Costa Rica 
In 2002, the Municipality of Alajuela created an initiative to develop ”The Earth Charter for the Municipality of Alajuela” as well as its Local Agenda 21. The project aimed to promote understanding of sustainable development among staff and community members, including community leaders, as well as promoting a new culture of community participation. This was achieved through a workshop for municipal workers, followed by the publication and distribution of the ”The Earth Charter for the Municipality of Alajuela” document that was created. 
Fundación Desarrollo y Naturaleza (DEYNA), Spain 
Fundación Desarrollo y Naturaleza (DEYNA) was established in 1992. In 1995, the foundation developed a model of Local Agenda 21, which at a later stage incorporated the Earth Charter. The aim of DEYNA’s approach is to provide local communities with an effective tool to achieve sustainability through awareness and active participation from all sectors of society. Participatory democracy is central to this project. In 2002, DEYNA developed an Earth Charter poster and distributed it to all 8,104 municipalities in Spain, to bring awareness of the Earth Charter to local government, and to engage them to use it in their local development plans. The Earth Charter has since been endorsed by over 200 local governments in Spain. See www.deyna.org 
Earth Charter Community Initiatives, USA 
Earth Charter USA Community Initiatives Inc. (ECUSA CI) is the co-ordinator of the annual Earth Charter Community Summits. These are open, public gatherings that are held simultaneously across the United States, focussing on the Earth Charter, and are dedicated to spawning multi-faceted grassroots efforts to implement Earth Charter principles through individual action and community policies and practices. The aim is to inform, educate, and engage people of diverse backgrounds with the Earth Charter through music, art, speakers, and meaningful dialogues. The first Earth Charter Summit in 2001 featured 12 cities, while by 2005 this number had grown to 29.

See www.earthchartersummits.org 
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The Vermont Town Meetings Campaign, USA 
In Vermont, the annual Town Meetings are a platform for considering national and global as well as local issues. In 2001, the Global Community Initiative, the local co-ordinators of the Earth Charter campaign, requested at a Town Meeting that Vermont endorse the Earth Charter, and further recommended that the town, the state of Vermont, the USA and the UN use the Earth Charter to guide decision-making in all areas. 23 cities and towns in Vermont went on to endorse the Earth Charter.

See www.global-community.org 
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