Biographies: (Last amended – 2 August 2006)
Chairperson: Geoff Cockfield

Bio - 
Opening Address: Cr. Sue Englart, Toowoomba City Council

Bio - Cr. Sue Englart 

Sue Englart was born and raised in Toowoomba. She was elected to Council at her first attempt 1997, and re-elected in 2000 and 2004. She lists concern for the environment and maintenance of the city’s heritage values among her principal community interests as a councillor.

   Cr Englart is passionately committed to the preservation of Toowoomba’s reputation as a clean, environmentally friendly city, and advancement of its image as one of Australia’s most liveable cities. She is also committed to cost-effective operation of council services and maintenance and improvement of city infrastructure.

   Cr Englart served in Corporate Services, Planning, Corporate Policy and Strategy committees and for four years chaired the Community Services Committee. She now serves as chair of the Environment and Heritage portfolio, and is council’s representative on the Heritage Advisory Committee, Environmental Advisory Committee, the Regional Arts Development Fund, Crime Prevention Partnership and Crime Stoppers.

Introduction to the Earth Charter Initiative: Clem Campbell & Louise Erbacher

Bio – Clem Campbell

Clem is the current Chairman of Earth Charter Australia. He is also the Director of Friends of South East Queensland, Director of Football Queensland, and the Community and Industry Co-ordinator at the Griffith University EcoCentre. His work history includes a number of positions within the Primary Industries, including positions as an economist as well as in research and development. In addition, he was Chair of the Bundaberg and District Urban Landcare Committee for ten years. Clem has also held various Parliamentary positions, and was elected State member for Bundaberg five times, retiring undefeated. He was also a member of the Ministerial Treasury, Finance, Primary Industries, Mines & Energy, Health, Environment and Education Committees. 

Bio - Louise Erbacher, Secretary of Earth Charter Queensland, Education Coordinator for the Brink Expedition

Louise first came into contact with the Earth Charter in 2001 at the Asia Pacific Earth Charter Conference, in Brisbane. Prior to the conference, Louise had been interested in a number of issues related to peace, justice and ecological sustainability, but the presence of hundreds of people at the conference from around the world all committed to the values of the Earth Charter was enough to motivate her to become more involved. Since that time, Louise has participated in a range of events related to the Earth Charter and education and is currently Education Co-ordinator for Brink Expeditions. At the International Earth Charter +5 Conference held in Amsterdam during November 2005, along with Kendon and Ben Glass from Brink Expeditions, Louise was awarded the International Earth Charter Award for promoting the values and principles of the Earth Charter. She continues to work with community groups, schools and educational institutions to raise awareness of the Earth Charter and the responsibility we all have to commit to a more sustainable future.

Presentation - Clem Campbell will give a brief overview of the Earth Charter Initiative - from its origins at the Rio Earth Summit to the International Earth Charter +5 Conference in Amsterdam in 2005 and the present day focus on a "Global Campaign for a Commitment to a Sustainable Future", with an accompanying slideshow of the 16 principles and a short video from the Earth Charter Centre for Education for Sustainable Development.

Presentation -  Louise Erbacher will explain some of the current initiatives in terms of education and the Earth Charter, including Brink Expeditions and the Earth Charter Education Guidebook. 

Principle 1: Respect and care for the Community of Life – Sr. Mary Tinney & Donnell Davis
Bio - Mary Tinney is the Director of Earth Link, a community environment centre which "encourages connection between people and earth". Mary has a background in education, leadership and environmental management.
Presentation -Respect and Care for the Community of Life

During this presentation, participants will be reminded that their common passport is issued by the Universe and by Planet Earth.  The common good of all those with such a passport calls us to a new ethic such as is encapsulated in the Earth Charter. We will explore some dimensions of this ethic during our time together.

Bio - Donnell Davis is an active player for NGOs after gaining years of business, policy and law experience in state and local government and academia.  In government roles, she successfully completed: 8 years of review, evaluation, audit, law, and corporate governance;  5 years in maritime/ shipping policy, trade/economics, environment and safety; 3 years in public policy/reform, academia, international partnerships and export forums; and 13 years in regional water management,  establishing water boards throughout Queensland. 

Since she retired from salaried work in 2000, she has been active internationally with Greening the Boardroom, UNAA, Commonwealth Human Ecology Council, UN Habitat Governing Council, CHOGM NGOs, and with Envirobusiness exchange and business matching missions in China, Netherlands, Africa, Canada, Malta, UK, and South Pacific.  She believes there is a need for global thinking but “it is worth nothing if we can’t do it in our own backyard”. She is a co-founder of Friends of South East Queensland, Vice President for UNAA (Q) and on the executive committee for Earth Charter Australia
Presentation - The community of Life

<insert Donnell’s presentation here>
Principle 2: Ecological Integrity- Leith Boully & Gary Harch
Bio - Leith Boully has more than 15 years involvement in natural resource management at local, state and national levels. She and her family have a grazing and irrigation property Dirranbandi. She is currently Chairman of the Centre for Rural and Regional Innovation and FarmBis Qld, a board member of the Cotton Research and Development Corporation and Murrumbidgee Irrigation Ltd and a member of the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists. She is the immediate past Chairman of the Murray Darling Basin Ministerial Council’s Community Advisory Committee and has held many other positions. 

Presentation – Learning to live in our Landscapes
In order to protect and restore the integrity of Earth’s ecological systems we must first understand what makes up our biological diversity and the natural processes that sustain life. This is the role of science.  

   Then people need to use science to make choices about how we should live in our landscapes. This is the role of society and government.

   This paper will explore the challenges of bringing science, society and government together to ensure that we can learn to live in our landscapes in a way that ensures future generations will have the same privilege.

Bio – Gary has been an Anglican Priest for 20 years, nine years of that in Roma and now several months in Toowoomba. 
   He has been involved with and led scientific expeditions to the Simpson Desert with the Exploring Society and was a founding member of the Qld Wader Study Group in Brisbane.

   Gary co-led several retreats to Curawinya National Park exploring the natural history of that area & connecting it with God in Australian literature & environmental theology in the Anglican Church.

   He has held various positions on the Maranoa-Balonne Catchment management association, presently vice chair, and with a particular interest in water.

   For a number of years Gary was involved with the Water allocation Management Plan community consultation group for the Condamine Balonne.

   In September last year he was elected to the board of the Qld Murray Darling Committee.

Presentation - The talk on Saturday will be on how the Qld Murray Darling engages with the community for natural resource planning and environmental works with particular reference to sub-catchment planning.

   At present the QMDC covers 2 major catchments, the ‘Maranoa-Balonne’ and the ‘Border Rivers’ and a large % of that area is under some form of planning. 

   The talk will discuss what is happening as well as the limitations and potentials of the processes of engagement & the community makeup of the organisation

Principle 3: Social & Economic Justice – Colin Brown & Dr. Mark Copland
Bio - Col Brown is founding Executive Officer of Catholic Earthcare Australia. Earthcare is a national agency recently established by the Australian Catholic Bishops to promote the Church’s call for ‘ecological conversion’ and ‘ecological vocations’.  Earthcare’s office is based at the Mater Dei bush property owned by the Good Samaritan Sisters at Camden, NSW.
   Col has coordinated and assisted in the research and drafting of a number of Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letters, including the 2002 Social Justice Sunday Statement, ‘A New Earth- the Environmental Challenge, the Queensland Bishops’ ‘Let the Many Coastlands be Glad’ Statement on the Great Barrier Reef, the ‘Gift of Water’ Pastoral Letter on the Murray Darling Basin and the Bishops’ 2005 ‘Climate Change- Our Responsibility to Sustain God’s Earth’ document. Col was executive producer of the widely distributed ecological video/DVD, ‘The Garden Planet’.
   Col is an environmental lawyer with considerable experience in working with many community groups and individuals [both locally and in the Pacific region] who have been the victims of pollution incidents or environmental degradation events. He worked for some years as Justice & Peace coordinator for the De La Salle Brothers and has also worked for the Catholic Bishops’ Committee for Justice Development Ecology & Peace on numerous ecological and sustainability projects.
   Col is presently coordinating the drafting and implementing of the ‘On Holy Ground’ Ecological Vision manual to help Catholic schools in all states move towards a keener ecological ethos and more sustainable practices. He is married with two teenage kids and lives in the Kiama catchment [between the Illawarra escarpment and the Pacific Ocean] on the NSW south coast, just south of Wollongong. 
Presentation - <insert Colin’s presentation here>

Bio - Dr Mark Copland is Executive Officer for the Social Justice Commission for the Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba. He has a PhD in history from Griffith University. His thesis titled "Calculating Lives" was a history of forced removals of Aboriginal people in Queensland 1859 - 1972. Dr Copland has worked as a historian with Aboriginal land councils and was a senior researcher with the Forde Inquiry into the abuse of children in Queensland institutions. He is currently a member of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council.

Presentation - A Place at the Table for Our First Peoples

This presentation will look at the current situation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples living in this region.  It will be argued that three Rs must be implemented before we can enjoy an authentic and meaningful relationship with Indigenous Australians.  These "Rs" are Remember, Recognise, Restitute.

Principle 4: Democracy, Non-violence & Peace – Dr. Noel Preston & Clem Campbell
Bio - Noel Preston is currently Adjunct Professor in the Key Centre for Ethics, Law, Justice and Governance. He retired in November 2004 as the founding Director of the UnitingCare Centre for Social Justice. Previously (from 1987 to 2001) he held senior academic positions at Queensland University of Technology and Griffith University in the fields of Applied and Professional Ethics. From 1995 to 1997 he was President of the Australian Association for Professional and Applied Ethics. He was promoted on merit to the position of Associate Professor at QUT where from 1997 to 1999 he was Director of the Centre for the Study of Ethics. He is a regular public commentator on social ethics and widely published as an ethicist. Among many books he has sole or co-authored and edited, his introductory textbook Understanding Ethics (Federation Press) has sold 6,000 copies. In 2004 he was made a Member of the Order of Australia for services to the community in the field of ethics. In his capacity as a social justice campaigner since the early 1970s and as a Minister of the Uniting Church he has previously held leadership roles in various church social justice portfolios including inaugural Convenor of the Uniting Church’s Commission on Social Responsibility, Queensland Director of Action for World Development and Executive Officer of the Victorian UCA Synod Division of Social Justice. He has been the founding chair/convenor of the Queensland social action groups Concerned Citizens (1976-79), People for Nuclear Disarmament (1983-86) and Citizens Against Corruption (1988-90). He is publishing a memoir/social history in 2006 (Beyond the Boundary: a memoir exploring ethics, politics and spirituality, Zeus Publications).

Presentation - Noel Preston will firstly explain section 4 of the Earth Charter: “Democracy, Non-Violence and peace”. He will then examine the current global condition of peacelessness and argue that along with the development of awareness about Earth Charter values we need to develop global governance institutions which support peace and democracy. A new politics must emerge if we are to realise the vision of the Earth Charter.
Bio – Clem Campbell (see above)
Presentation - Values and principles to ACT LOCALLY and THINK GLOBALLY - The Earth Charter
Abstract: - Globalisation and climate change has affected adversely many local communities. The Earth Charter gives the framework for people and communities to respond to these changes in a positive way and accept responsibility for our future generations. The Earth Charter gives hope to bring forth a just, sustainable and peaceful society.
