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Sunday, 30 September 2012 
 
M E D I A   R E L E A S E 
 
 
Saddle up for Mobile Sustainability 
 
What transport technology, perfected more than a century ago, first brought mobility to the 
masses, is better for your health and is more climate friendly than anything developed since? This 
product spurred modern road building and, as the first consumer product to pioneer 
interchangeable parts, became the template for all the manufactured goods we enjoy today. 
 
It’s the humble bicycle. 
 
Local collector James MacDonald is keen for people to give the bicycle the respect it deserves in 
the history of the modern world. 
 
‘You could argue that many of our current problems from pollution to obesity have come about 
because we left the bike behind and got carried away with less efficient and more damaging 
technologies.’ said Mr MacDonald. 
 
‘We changed the world instead of modifying ourselves...’ 
 
MacDonald will be exhibiting bikes from every decade of the last century at Toowoomba’s 
Pathways to Sustainability Expo in October.  
 
‘From the very beginning of the pedal in 1869 for the next twenty years you've got this gestation 
period that ends up with the Penny Farthing and Tricycles. Out of that you get the Safety Bike 
which has been around since the late 1880s.’ said James. 
 
James sees the changes in bikes since the1970s as a backward step. 
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‘The standard bike is a design that literally cannot be improved. So the bike industry used fashion 
to sell more. People of my generation can see when fashion really entered the bicycle industry,’ he 
said. ‘It's about the same time as the Dragster, also known as the Chopper, appeared.’  
 
‘That was fashion going too far and function went out the window. The Dragster put a whole 
generation off cycling because people just couldn't ride them!’ 
 
The dragster later became the BMX bike and then evolved into today’s stunt bike. 
 
‘Cycling started as a sport everyone participated in - and demanded good roads to ride their bikes 
on.  Now we've got a sport everyone spectates and only a few participate in.’ he said. 
 
Come to the Pathways to Sustainability Expo to see the history of the bike and get a new 
perspective on the history of roads, fashion and manufacturing. 
 
The Pathways to Sustainability Expo will be held at the Southern Queensland Institute of 
TAFE (SQIT), corner of Lindsay and Bridge Streets, Toowoomba, on Saturday 13 October. 
 
For more information  Frank Ondrus, President of HOPE, on 07 4639 2135 or 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au 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