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As I think back to the beginning of the 2011-2012 year, we were full of optimism and 

renewed energy for the exciting year ahead. 

We had a full executive committee; most of our admin support positions were filled; and 

we were granted acting Regional Environment Council status for the Toowoomba area for 

2011-2012 and 2012-2013.  

Monthly executive meetings were scheduled and sub-committees were formed to deal with 

matters pertaining to Finance; and Policy and Advocacy. 

Preliminary discussions were also held on which community events to attend; and what 

events we could initiate.  

 

As the year unfolded, we encountered a range of obstacles which dented our enthusiasm 

and slowed our progress. A combination of retirements, resignations and withdrawals from 

HOPE placed extra burdens on the remaining members. Others factors that impacted on 

HOPE’s work plan included the change of state government in Queensland and sub-

sequent loss of sponsorship and support; and inability to attract corporate sponsorship for 

the Pathways to Sustainability Expo. 

 

On the committee/admin support side - Joyclyn Orme (sign-writer) and Stephen Warburton 

(website manager) both retired in February; Amanda Kimball (secretary) stepped down in 

July; Kerry Kruger (website manager) started in August; Nigel Kimball (Vice-President) and 

Chris Withers (membership officer) both resigned during August; and Clare Davies 

stepped up as acting secretary in September. 

All of these changes meant extra work for the rest of the committee and the office admin 

staff in particular. 

The assigned tasks for the Finance and Policy & Advocacy sub-committees were not 

undertaken and as members resigned from HOPE, these sub-committees are “non-

effective”. 

 

Regional Environment Council report 

HOPE’s plan of attack to fulfil its obligations as acting Regional Environment Council was 

to secure premises for a new and expanded Environment Resource and Education Centre 

– also providing office and meeting spaces for HOPE and others; and to initiate an 

Environmental Networking Partnership (ENP) for the sector including animal welfare, 

social justice and heritage NGOs. 
 

Nigel Kimball, our then Vice-President and principal of Yarramine Environmental, prepared 

an excellent submission to Toowoomba Regional Council regarding the leasing of the 

smaller hall of Laurel Bank Park Hall (premises formerly used as Environment Centre).  

Regrettably, we were unsuccessful in this matter and so we were obliged to investigate 

other options. Requests to lease premises at “heavily discounted rates” were made to 

various real estate agents, Heritage Bank, Gardentown Shopping Centre, Boyce Gardens 

(managed by UQ Gatton Campus) and Newtown Shopping Centre. All to no avail. 

(In the end, the HOPE management Committee decided to allocate the money for leasing 

premises to other HOPE projects.) 



 

The ENP was successfully launched on 26 February and to date has 6 NGO members, 2 

corporate members and several supporter NGOs. 
 

At the July QCC/DEHP( roundtable meetings in Brisbane), we were advised that our 

funding allocation for 2012-2013 would be increased to $25,000. Great news! But the 

excitement was short-lived because in August we were advised that as we were a national 

based NGO with State affiliations in Qld, HOPE is now not eligible to be the Regional 

Conservation Council (new term) in our own right, but instead, we are now obliged to 

utilise this year’s funding to establish a new (and separate) body to look after the regional 

interests of the environment sector. 
 

A special meeting of ENP members was held on 3 September to discuss these new 

arrangements and to form an interim working group to establish a Regional Conservation 

Council for the Toowoomba area. The working group will engage a consultant to help with 

this undertaking. 

 

 

HOPE admin projects undertaken included: 

 the upgrading of our website 

 the design and production of several promotional pull-up strip banners 

 the upgrading and publication of our Low Carbon Living starts at home booklet 

 the upgrading and publication of our Helpful Hints booklet 

 

Significant meetings/events attended throughout the year included: 

 21-25 Nov 2011 - QCC Environment Roundtable 

 22 Nov 2011  - QCC AGM 

 28-30 Jun 2012 - Qld State Landcare Conference 

 23-26 July 2012 - QCC/DEHP Roundtable meetings 

 20 Sept 2012 - CCMA AGM 

 5 Oct 2012  - QMDC AGM 

 3 Nov 2012  - Friends of Felton AGM 

 

Substantial HOPE information displays held at: 

 22 Feb 2012  - USQ “O” Week 

 3 June 2012  - World Environment Day celebrations in Goombungee 

 12 Aug 2012  - Toowoomba Languages & Cultures Festival 

 14 Aug 2012  - Toowoomba College of TAFE “Open Day” 

 22 Aug 2012  - U3A Seniors Expo 

 

Major events organised by HOPE 

 16  Jan 2012 - Strategic Planning meeting 

 26 Feb 2012  - Launch of Environmental Networking Partnership (ENP) initiative 

 10 Mar 2012  - Qld State Election Candidates Forum – in partnership with 

FoFelton, Toowoomba Coal Mine Action Group and Oakey Coal Action Alliance 

 21 Mar 2012  - MDB Plan workshop – with funding from MDBA 



 27 Apr 2012  - Schools Sustainability Forum – with great support from Renee 

Fletcher, QMDC, Alex Kennedy, Condamine Alliance and others 

 26 May 2012 - Low Carbon Futures forum – with support from ClimateWorks 

Australia and Excel Solar 

 29 Sept 2012 - Public Meeting – Mining Impacts on the Darling Downs – with 

excellent (and free) support from all of our guest speakers 

 13 Oct 2012  - Pathways to Sustainability Expo 

 

In closing, I wish to thank my fellow committee members, admin support staff and 

volunteers for the tremendous effort given throughout the year to help HOPE achieve most 

of  the scheduled projects, events and activities for 2011-2012. 

Thanks also to the many government, corporate and NGO supporters who have also 

helped along the way. Much appreciated. 

 

I wish the incoming committee all the best for 2012-2013. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Ondrus, President – HOPE Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers needed 

More active volunteers – both local and remote via email – are required to help us keep 

the machinery of operation going. We are currently looking for a secretary/minutes-taker, 

media officer, admin assistants; as well as on-ground helpers to assist with staffing 

information displays, and helping out at events. 

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer 

your assistance. 

 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba 

area) because the HOPE office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature 

review, research, media and publications activity can be done via email. If you have a little 

bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE office on email 

office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
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