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Situation 

Environmental organisations have previously outlined the reforms we consider essential to reverse 

extinction rates and provide better protection for the environment in a changing climate. The Hawke 

Review, commissioned by the Environment Minister, proposed a reform package to streamline 

development balanced by better environmental provisions and increased accountability, transparency, 

oversight and public participation. The Government rejected most of these “balancing” reforms, 

ignoring the relevant safeguards, thereby placing the environment at greater risk than it is under the 

present Act.  

The proposed reforms are unbalanced and will result in poor environmental outcomes 

We do not support the current package of amendments, and instead seek reforms to strengthen, not 

weaken, the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

Principles for national environment law 

Environmental organisations, representing millions of Australians across the country, are united in the 

view that our national environment law should: 

1. Be accountable 

2. Be transparent 

3. Deliver on our international commitments 

4. Specify measurable ecological outcomes  

5. Have a mandate to intervene on matters that are national in scope 

6. Be resourced and enforced 

7. Give the Australian Community a voice on national environmental matters 

8. Be based on independent advice 

Some of the proposed amendments, such as ecosystems of national significance and emergency listing 

provisions, will result in improvement. However, the overall result will be a significant backward step 

for the protection of the environment.   

No backwards steps 

The Places You Love alliance wishes to promote positive reform of the Act to promote sustainable 

economic development, while protecting biological diversity and maintaining essential ecological 

processes and systems. The following amendments would achieve this outcome: 

1. Retain all current Commonwealth approval powers under the Act and remove the ability for 
delegation of these powers 

2. Ensure the Act specifies required ecological outcomes for approval decisions, and provide for 
judicial review of whether decisions will achieve those outcomes 

3. Ensure adequate resourcing to implement the Act 
4. Reinstate access to justice provisions that were removed in 2006 
5. Mandate annual United Nations-compliant National environmental accounts  
6. Establish an Independent Environment Commission with a mandate to review assessment 

processes and free consultants from their commercial dependency on proponents  

7. Ensure any streamlining of existing processes results in improvements in ecological outcomes. 
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The Places You Love campaign was founded by a group of more than 30 organisations from across the 

country concerned with the Council of Australian Government’s proposals to wind back our system of 

environmental laws and the proposed reforms to these laws. The dismantling of Australia’s 

environmental protection laws will result in significant backwards steps for our environment at a time 

when we need stronger not weaker protections. These proposed reforms will set us back decades on 

hard won protection for our land, water and wildlife. Find out more at www.placesyoulove.org. 

Participating organisations include: 

 

• ACT Conservation Council  

• Arid Lands Environment Centre (ALEC) 

• Australasian Bat Society  

• Australian Conservation Foundation  

• Australian Marine Conservation Society  

• Australian Rainforest Conservation Society  

• Bat Conservation and Rescue Queensland  

• BirdLife Australia  

• Cairns and Far North Environment Centre  

• Climate and Health Alliance 

• Colong Foundation for Wilderness  

• Conservation Council of South Australia  

• Conservation Council of Western Australia  

• EDO Victoria  

• Environment Centre NT  

• Environment Tasmania  

• Environment Victoria  

• Greenpeace Australia  

• Humane Society International  

• International Fund for Animal Welfare  

• Invasive Species Council  

• National Parks Association of the ACT  

• National Parks Association of NSW  

• National Parks Australia Council  

• Nature Conservation Council of NSW  

• Nature Conservation Society of South Australia  

• Queensland Conservation Council  

• Queensland National Parks Association  

• Tasmanian Conservation Trust 

• Tasmanian National Parks Association  

• The Wilderness Society  

• Total Environment Centre  

• Victorian National Parks Association  

• WWF-Australia  

 

 

 


