
1 
 

Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment Inc.  
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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2020 #06 --- June 2020 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 

Editorial 
 

Welcome to June 2020, 
It’s a big month with World Environment Day and World Oceans Day – both with online events and activities to 
participate in, as we continue to face limitations on social gatherings. We may be physically apart, but we can still 
raise our voices together for nature and push to accelerate ambition to protect biodiversity. 
Once again, we feature a good cross-section of articles from our volunteer researchers.  
Lastly, this month’s Office News welcomes everyone’s thoughts for June’s meeting (13th) on campaigns, events, and 
projects – what should HOPE be involved in for the remainder of 2020 as well as 2021. 
Regards, 
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc. 
 

 

2020 National/International Events Calendar 
 

June 

5   World Environment Day 
8    World Oceans Day 
13  HOPE quarterly Ordinary Meeting, Toowoomba 
15  Global Wind Day 
17  World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 
 
July 

11  World Population Day 
31  Schools Tree Day 
 
August 

2  National Tree Day 
9  International Day for World Indigenous Peoples 
15-23 National Science Week 
12  International Youth Day 
17-23 Keep Australia Beautiful Week 
19  World Humanitarian Day 
 
 

 

HOPE Office News --- June 2020 
 

Good morning folks, 
 

A huge thanks to all of our volunteers for contributing articles and other items for our website, newsletter and social 
media. Your efforts and on-going commitment to the HOPE organisation is much appreciated. 
 

As the financial year draws to a close, we look forward to pursuing grant opportunities to undertake new and 
interesting projects for the remainder of 2020 and into 2021. 
 

Regards, 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135, www.hopeaustralia.org.au  
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Letter to the Editor 

 
To the Editor, 
 

I've been leading our Forest Protection team for the last five years and I want to share how your support makes it 
possible to protect native forests and wildlife in a changing climate.  
 

It is hard to believe that only five months ago we were all glued to the news of the horrific bushfires and the devastating 
impact it had on communities, native forests and wildlife.  
 

Despite that, government-owned logging agency, VicForests, was continuing to log important habitat as if the 
catastrophic environmental impacts of the fires had not happened.  
 

Back in January while the fires were still burning, with support from people like you, we rapidly launched a Supreme 
Court case to stop VicForests logging in areas home to threatened wildlife.   
 

We had to act quickly as citizen scientists had surveyed the forests and recorded sightings of threatened species 
living in areas slated for logging.   
 

So far, we have successfully halted logging in 26 forest areas, known as coupes, for the duration of this court case.   
 

The case will go to trial in October and is a critical test for our environment laws.  
 

It could set a legal precedent, so that nature protection laws are applied in the wake of disasters to protect threatened 
wildlife.  
 

Forest litigation has permanently protected important wild places. But we need your support to make it possible.  
 

I became a lawyer because I learned to love the forest in my childhood, on family holidays in Victoria’s magnificent 
forests. It breaks my heart to think that others may miss out on this if we don’t protect what’s left.  
 

We need to make sure the law is applied to protect wildlife and our magnificent forests.   
 

I want to help people stand up to governments and big companies for the places they love and the future they want.   
 

So much was wiped out by last summer’s bushfires and now it is even more important that we fight to protect what is 
left. I’m passionate about that and am inspired knowing that people like you are part of our team also.   
 

Your generous donation today will help:   
- Deploy swift legal intervention for imminent threats to forests and wildlife.  
- Gain legal recognition of the significant habitat loss caused by the fires and protection for important habitat 

that survived.   
- Support community and citizen scientist groups to use the law to defend local forests and wildlife.    

 

I want to thank you for standing with us this far and I hope you can continue to donate.  
 

Because what is at stake if we do not act is unthinkable. Once these species are extinct, there is no going back.    
 

Thank you for your passion and commitment to environmental justice. Today, I hope you can donate to further your 
support.  
 

Thank you for being part of the team and standing on the side of justice for our forests and the creatures that call 
them home. 
 

DONATE now at envirojustice.org.au/donate 
 

For the wild places that we love,   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Danya Jacobs, Senior Lawyer 
Environmental Justice Australia  
https://www.envirojustice.org.au/ 
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Feature Articles 
 

 
 

Plant Health Australia (PHA) - planthealthaustralia.com.au 

 
-------By protecting the plants, we are protecting our lives. 

(Written by Yuchen Li, HOPE researcher Qld) 
 
The United Nations General Assembly declared 2020 as the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH). The IYPH is 
the greatest opportunity to raise global awareness on how protecting plant health can help end hunger, reduce 
poverty, protect the environment, and boost economic development worldwide. 
 

Plants are the source of the air we breathe, and they provided us most 
of the food we eat. Every year we lose up to 40% of food crops due 
to plant pests and diseases. This has caused millions of people not 
having enough food to eat and also severely damaged agriculture, 
which is the primary source of income for rural poor communities. 
 

Plant health is increasingly under threat nowadays. Climate change, 
and human activities, have altered ecosystems, reducing biodiversity 
and creating new chances where pests can thrive. At the same time, 
the globalization process has tripled the volume of international travel 
and trade in the past decade. It has quickly spread pests and diseases 
around the world, causing considerable damage to native plants and 
the environment. 
 

Prevention is critical to avoid the devastating impact of pests and diseases on agriculture, livelihoods, and food 
security.  With that in mind, PHA was established in 2000 as a not-for-profit company. The company has a national 
office located in Canberra and is run by a team of specialist staff and a skills-based Board. It aims to minimise plant 
pest impacts, enhance Australia’s plant health status, assist trade of Australia’s produce, safeguard the livelihood of 
producers, support the future of Australia’s plant industries and communities, and preserve Australia’s environmental 
health and amenity.   

 

Plant Health Australia is the national coordinator 
of the government-industry partnership for plant 
biosecurity in Australia. The purpose of PHA is for 
the government and industry to have a strong 
biosecurity partnership that minimises pest 
impacts on Australia, enhances market access, 
and contributes to industry and community 
sustainability. 
 

PHA has a successful history of achievement in brokering agreements that have contributed to Australia’s enviable 
pest-free status. It has led the development of tools, information, and networks that have reduced the threat and 
potential impact posed by emergency plant pests.  It has developed robust programs and projects to bring positive 
results, among which are farm biosecurity program, fruit fly program, citrus biosecurity program, vegetable and potato 
biosecurity program, grains farm biosecurity program, national bee biosecurity program, national bee pest 
surveillance program, national forest biosecurity surveillance program, and weed management program, etc.  
 

PHA is also the lead coordinating body for plant biosecurity in Australia. Its role 
is to facilitate and drive the development of strategies and policies that support 
Australia’s plant health system. PHA works with governments and national plant 
industry organisations to develop and ensure commitment to the implementation 
of these strategies. Among those strategies are, national citrus biosecurity 
surveillance strategy, national forest biosecurity surveillance strategy, national 
fruit fly strategy, national plant biosecurity diagnostic strategy, national plant 
biosecurity RD&E (Research, Development and Engineering) strategy and 
domestic plant biosecurity strategy, and national plant biosecurity surveillance 
strategy 
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PHA is asking all of us, as private civilians, farmers, or workers in agribusiness, 
government policymakers, or private sector business owners to work together to 
achieve Plant Health.  
 

As private civilians, we need to respect the plant health regulations. Be vigilant about 
bringing plants and related products across borders personally or through online 
orders. Double-check with national plant health authorities beforehand to make sure 
we’re not infringing plant health laws. Take daily actions to reduce our environmental 
footprint and actively engage in initiatives to protect and manage natural resources.  
 

Farmer or workers in agribusiness have a more direct influence on plants and the 
management of natural resources. They should only use certified pest-free seeds and 
seedlings to prevent the spread of pests, monitor and report the occurrence of pests 
on their farms, adopt environmentally friendly pest-management practices, and 
actively learn and use modern digital technology, mobile apps, and software to access 
information about how to prevent and manage plant pests and diseases and to report 
outbreaks.  

 

Governments can protect plant health in more impactful ways, 
thus enhancing food security, protecting the environment, and 
facilitating trade. Policymakers can promote public awareness 
campaigns on the importance of plant health and invest in plant 
protection organizations and researches to ensure that they have 
adequate human and financial resources. The government can 
ensure that phytosanitary import requirements are based on IPPC 
standards and are technically justified, enforce plant health 
standards and strengthen plant protection capacity, strengthen 
monitoring and early warning systems to protect plants and plant 
health.  
 

Private sector businesses have a crucial role in plant health too. 
They can promote environmentally friendly products and 
practices for preventing and managing pests, make trading and 
transporting plants and plant products safer by complying with international plant health standards and legislation, 
and educating their clients to do so too. They can sustain innovative plant-health practices and the use of new 
technologies to facilitate market access in line with international standards. 
 

Overall, we all have a role to play in Plant Health. By protecting the plants, we are protecting our lives.  To learn more 
about Plant Health Australia, please visit: www.planthealthaustralia.com.au 
 

 

World Wildlife Fund – WWF [Australia] 
By Fahmida Sultana, HOPE volunteer SA 
 
 
 
 

World Wildlife Fund - WWF was conceived in April 1961 in the small Swiss 
town of Merges and soon received the royal seal of approval. Over the past 
50 years, WWF has grown into the largest and most influential independent 
conservation organization in the world - with over five million supporters 
globally and operating in more than 100 countries. 

 
On 29 June 1978, WWF was established in 
Australia, with three staff working out of an 
old factory in Sydney. Today, they are the 
nation's largest conservation organization, 
with more than 500,000 supporters and 
projects underway throughout Australia 
and the Oceania region. The group 
called for urgent global action to stop 
vast numbers of wild animals being 
hunted out of existence and habitats 
from being destroyed. 

 

WWF veterinarians were in bushfire 
zones treating countless injured wildlife 

during the 2019/20 bushfires. 
@wwfaustralia 

@wwfaustralia 



5 
 

Now WWF’s Australian Wildlife and Nature Recovery Fund is helping to care for 
injured wildlife impacted by bushfires and restore habitat that has been lost. WWF-
Australia is greatly saddened by the loss of life in the bushfire tragedy in the 
summer of 2019-2020 Australia. During this unprecedented, catastrophic bushfire 
season, over 12 million hectares of forest have been burnt, and an estimated 1.25 
billion animals killed, pushing many of the threatened species, including the koala, 
to the brink of extinction. 
 
The fund has been established to deliver support to wildlife and habitats impacted 
by the bushfires, working around the clock to process donations and provide funds 
and support where they are needed most. On 5 February, 2020, WWF had 
deployed more than AUD$2 million in immediately accessible funds towards the 
rescue and care for injured wildlife. As well, working with governments, 
businesses, scientists and communities to ensure long-term plans and projects are 
in place to restore and protect critical wildlife habitat.  
 
WWF's mission is to halt the decline 
of threatened plants and animals and 
to support their recovery. WWF is 

only one environment conservation organization which ultimately 
achieves more by partnering, sharing, empowering communities, forming 
alliances and building a movement for the environment. It is WWF-
Australia's goal to bring about this unified voice for nature.  
 
WWF is not only working for “nature”, it is also working for sustainable 
food production. If you would like to keep update yourself about their vital 
work, please subscribe to their newsletter and get involved in their 
activities - https://lp.panda.org/subscribe. 
 
Contacts: 
Website: wwf.org.au   
Face book: www.facebook.com/WWF/  
Instagram: www.instagram.com/wwf/?hl=en  
 
 

 
  

@wwfaustralia 

@wwfaustralia 

Fact of the month: 
 

More than seven million tonnes of food are wasted in 
Australia every year, at an estimated cost of $20 billion. 

Waste Opportunities article from Food and Drink Magazine 
foodanddrinkbusiness.com.au 
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Queensland News 
 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle - Reverse Garbage www.reversegarbageqld.com.au 
Written by Sofija Belajcic, HOPE researcher NSW 
 

Each year over 540kg of household waste is produced per person. Last year 
alone, 21 tonnes of waste went to landfill in Australia. With so much waste 
being produced it is important to think how we can apply the “reduce, reuse, 
recycle” philosophy in an effort to lessen the harm we are doing to our 
environment. Reverse Garbage is a non-profit organisation whose mission 
is to save materials from going to landfill by making them available to the 
community for reuse. Every year, Reverse Garbage accepts donations of 

around 35,000 cubic meters of items such as industrial off-cuts, art and craft materials, stage props and more which 
would otherwise end up in landfill. The items are then made available to the public through its Marrickville warehouse 
and online shop.  
 
By reusing old materials, we prolong the life of a product as well as 
preventing a useful resource from going to waste. Reusing conserves more 

energy and reduces pollution, as less 
raw materials are used to manufacture 
new products. This saves precious 
environmental resources particularly 
forests and water supplies. 
 
Reverse Garbage also organises 
workshops for both schools and the 
broader community. Come to one of 
the workshops and use your creativity 
and imagination to create a new 
product from old materials. Better still, 
donate some of your old things or 
become a volunteer. Visit Reverse 
Garbage’s Facebook, Instagram and 
Pinterest pages to stay up to date on 
their latest workshops and other 
events. 

 
 

 
 
  

It seems to me that  

the natural world is the greatest 

source of excitement; the 

greatest source of visual beauty; 

the greatest source of  

               intellectual interest. It 

            is the greatest source of  

        so much in life that makes 

life worth living. 
 

– David Attenborough 
 

Quote of the month: 
 

@reversegarbageqld 

@reversegarbageqld 
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National News  
 
 

 
By Daniela Dal’Castel, HOPE Researcher, Qld 
 
Planet Ark Environmental Foundation is an Australian not-for-profit organisation that helps people, governments and 
businesses reduce their impact on the environment. 

 

Planet Ark’s objectives:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planet Ark’s campaigns:  
 

If you’ve heard of Planet Ark, it’s probably through one of their many campaigns. Planet Ark's campaigns are designed 
to inspire people with ideas, solutions and suggestions for how they can improve their environmental impact. Whether 
through recycling more, planting trees for Tree Day or changing to energy efficient light globes, small changes to 
individual behaviour add up to big savings for the environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

To promote 
sustainable 

resource use for 
a circular 
economy 

To support 
low carbon 
lifestyles 

To connect 
people with 

nature 

In other words… This means… That is… 

The planet has limited 
resources available for 
human use so we need to 
manage our resources by 
reducing, re-using and 
recycling. 

Reducing the amount of CO2 
entering the atmosphere by 
encouraging people to take 
positive steps by promoting 
the use of energy-efficient 
products, carbon positive 
materials and making it easy to 
choose greener sources of 
energy. 

Encouraging people of all ages 
to factor more nature time into 
their life at home, at work and 
at school because research 
shows that the more time a 
person spends in nature, the 
more likely they are to strive to 
protect it. 

planetark.org 

 

Go to recyclingnearyou.com.au to find a complete list of materials that can be 

recycled and locations near you where you can drop off your recyclables.  
 

There are many materials that can be recycled 
including batteries, chemicals, clothing & textiles, 
electrical appliances, light globes, and tyres.  
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Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc. - www.ausecosystems.org.au 
Written by Sofija Belajcic, HOPE researcher NSW 
 

Australian Ecosystems Foundation Inc. (AEFI) aims to restore and 
conserve Australian native ecosystems and biodiversity through 
the management of important habitats. Currently, the organisation 
manages over 3000 hectares of land as well as conducting captive 
breeding to ensure there is a future for Australian endangered 
wildlife. AEFI partners with a range of different organisations 
including government agencies, universities, and volunteer groups 
in order to share expertise and resources in conservation work.  

 
The way AEFI conserves and protects important habitats is by working with 
landholders to improve the biodiversity on their land. These partnerships 
ensure that safe habitats are established for thousands of threatened species 
including Spotted-tailed quoll, Regent Honeyeater and many others. AEFI 
also manages captive and wild breeding programs on its own lands. Species 
being bred include the Long-nosed Potoroo, Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby and 
Rufous Bettong. The goal with these breeding programs is to increase their 
numbers and eventually release them into protected habitats. 
 
Some projects which AEFI is working on include hosting a new breeding 

program at its Secret Creek 
Sanctuary at Lithgow for the 
Mountain Pygmy possum. Other conservation programs include the 
management of a small population of Copper Wing Butterfly, which is 
incredibly rare and threatened by loss of habitat and invasive weeds. 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved with AEFI’s conservation efforts 
you can sponsor an endangered species with proceeds going to breeding and 
conservation programs. You can also volunteer or become a member.   
 
  Find out more about AEFI by following them on Facebook at 
@AustralianEcosystemsFoundation 

 
 

 

 

Nature Strips - www.naturestrips.com.au  

Imagine a low or even zero-cost action that could help tackle climate change and cool our streets - and that we can 
do even in the time of social distancing. 
 
Naturestrips.com.au is a campaign to encourage Australians to turn their grass footpaths into true nature strips with 
street trees underplanted with native shrubs, grasses and groundcovers for wildlife habitat. 
 
In Australian cities and suburbs, this area between the front property line and the curb is public land but is most often 
maintained by the resident of the adjacent property. They are called a nature strips in some states. In the West, they 
call them verges. So, a nature strip garden and a verge garden are the same thing. 
 

Planting out nature strips is one of the easiest 
ways of greening our cities and suburbs to 
reduce the urban heat island effect and 
increase habitat for wildlife and pollinators. 
The by-products of this include more 
walkable streets and the associated health 
and social benefits of connecting with nature. 
This is even more relevant during the COVID-
19 crisis when people are restricted from 
going further afield. 
 
Many councils now have policies where the 
council still plants and maintains street trees 
but residents can plant the understory within 
the council guidelines. Most policies 

@AustralianEcosystemsFoundation 

@AustralianEcosystemsFoundation 
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recommend low growing native plants, and stipulate that sightlines and pedestrian pathways must be kept clear. You 
need to ensure that access to the letterbox, meters and other services is not obstructed. Some councils allow food 
growing. Some councils have special recommendations for areas with high bushfire risk. 
 
Benefits of planting out our nature strips include: 
- shade to cool the suburbs (and lower your power bill) 
- shaded streets are more pleasant and interesting for walkers 
- additional habitat for wildlife and pollinators, and corridors between large areas of greenspace 
- better soil health and reduction in rainwater runoff 
- everyday interactions with nature for yourself and your community 
- local conversations centered on nature and positive actions on the environment 
- reduction in fuel use (mowers) and green waste sent to landfill 
 
I planted out my nature strip three years ago. Once established, it has been less work than turf. 
 
There is a page on the naturestrips.com.au website with tips for creating a trouble-free nature strip. 
 
Individual verge gardens + funded verge gardens + sponsored verge gardens = maximum coverage in the 
shortest time 
 
The Shady Lanes Project extends nature strip gardening from 
the realm of individual residents and gardening enthusiasts to a 
network of stakeholders who can work together to make nature 
strip or verge gardens “the new normal”, cooling our cities and 
suburbs, creating walkable streets, strengthening community 
fabric. Building on the UN Sustainable Development Goals, 
social justice is an integral part of the project. 
 
The directory on the Shady Lanes Project website includes 
verge planting policies of councils around Australia. Free 
listings are also available to any individual, organisation or 
business who supports the aims of the project. Relevant media 
stories and research is shared regularly on its Facebook page. 
 
Monthly online surveys are carried out. In March 2020, we looked at pedestrians and how they felt about nature strips 
and verge gardens. This is very important because nature strips are public land and if a member of the public 
complains about your verge garden, you may need to remove it. 
 
For further reading: 

• Nature Strips: www.naturestrips.com.au 

• Financial Benefits of Verge Gardening: www.naturestrips.com.au/financial-benefits-of-verge-gardening/ 

• The Shady Lane Project: Facebook at @shadylanes.com.au 

• Verge Gardens, Community Gardens and Other Models: https://shadylanes.com.au/articles/verge-gardens-
community-gardens-and-other-models/ 

• LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/the-shady-lanes-project/ 
 

 
 

Feral Animals & Pests in Australia 
By Yuchen Li, HOPE researcher Qld 
 
The exotic animals which have established themselves in the wild are 
described as ‘feral animals.’ They have had a significant negative 
impact on biodiversity and the natural environment in Australia.  
 
Since the rabbits were brought to Australia in 1788, permanent damage 
has been made to the natural environment. These rabbits can breed 
year-round, even in the warm winter of Australia.  The skyrocketing 
rabbit count brings death to the natural vegetation. The rabbits eat bark, 
especially saplings, which has caused bushes and forests to disappear, 
and the subsequent soil and water loss has caused massive damage 
to the land. The Australian government has proactively released a 
pathogen of a rabbit breeding disease since 1996 to suppress the 
numbers of introduced European rabbits. The method sounds almost 
barbaric, but is much needed.  

@invasivespeciescouncil 
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Similarly, feral pigs, foxes, and goats can cause 
widespread damage to local vegetation, crops, and the 
living condition of farm animals. Invertebrate species 
such as fire ants, European bees, fruit fly and termites are 
also considered potential threats to the integrity of 
Australia’s World Heritage natural environment. The 
crazy ants that have broken out on Christmas Island in 
recent years have already destroyed the rainforest in the 
area. Many feral animals such as cane toads and pigs 
have also established high populations around World 
Heritage areas, which has raised concern. Considering 
the efficiency and the cost, it is not practical for today’s 
technology and resources to completely eradicate them. 
Prior to developing a feasible biological control program, 
management has focused their efforts on locally reducing 
the number of wild animals to mitigate the negative 
impact of feral animals on biodiversity and farm 
productivity. 
 
Current methods and techniques available for controlling feral animals include fencing, trapping, shooting, and 
poisoning. Selecting different control methods based on different target species and environmental surroundings can 
achieve more efficient control effects. 
 
Evidence shows that dingoes/wild dogs play a beneficial ecological role by preying feral pigs, goats, deer, and 
kangaroos, that also suppresses the distribution of foxes and feral cats. So, the government have suggested reducing 
the control of the feral dogs, just so their numbers can grow.  
 
For the fish species, the government has introduced legislation that requires retail stores carrying aquariums and 
pond fish, to display a warning sign to prohibit disposal of fish, snails, and plants in waterways, while suggesting safe 
alternatives. 
 
Changing community behaviour is also vital to eradicate feral animals. Although laws have forbidden putting fish in 
waterways, and banned the smuggling of exotic reptiles, they do not always stop such activities from happening. It is 
only possible to change such behaviour when the violators’ motivations are better understood and countered. 
 
Understandably, controlling feral animals is not just the responsibility of one organization. Currently, the common goal 
sought by the whole country is to work together to review operations of pest animal control activities, respond to risks, 
and to improve cooperation and participation. 
 

 
 
For further reading: 

• Problems with Feral Animal Management in New South Wales - www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/PDF/State-
wide%20review%20of%20pest%20animal%20management/Submissions%20-
%20Issues%20paper/Invasive%20Species%20Council.pdf 

• Australian Government action - www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive-species/feral-animals-australia 

• A strategy for dealing with invasive species in Australia - https://invasives.org.au/strategy-invasive-species-
australia/ 
 

 
 

 
  

Rabbit shooting at Barwon Park, Victoria, 1860s 

 

Tip of the month: 
 

Tip of the month: 
 

Eat less meat 

Eating a meat-free diet cuts an individual’s carbon footprint by an 
average of 820 kg of carbon dioxide annually, which is roughly four 
times the amount of reduction as recycling as much as possible. In 

fact, if everyone on the planet switched to a vegetarian diet, we’d cut 
our carbon emissions by two-thirds overnight. 
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International News 
 

Making sense of ecocentrism -The Ecological Citizen www.ecologicalcitizen.net  
Written by Sofija Belajcic, HOPE researcher NSW 

 
At a time where human beings are facing more environmental disasters 
than ever before, a re-examination of how our actions impact the 
environment is necessary. The Ecological Citizen is an independent, 
online, peer-reviewed journal whose mission is to address the question 
of how to halt and reverse out current ecocidal path and create an 
ecological civilisation. It promotes an ecocentric worldview which 
positions the intrinsic value of nature rather than the needs of human 
beings, as the primary concern of environmental justice. Broadly, 
Ecological Citizen’s aims are to advance ecological knowledge, to 
champion Earth-centered action, and to promote ecocentrism in 

political debates and language. 
  
Ecological Citizen welcomes any organisation involved in non-anthropocentric dialogue to consider becoming a friend 
of the journal. Once you become a friend, you will have listing on the website, publicity through social media, and free 
advertising in each issue. It also welcomes submissions on a range of different topics so long as they take an 
ecocentric approach to the topic. Some of the topics the Journal covers include agriculture, conservation, climate 
change, rights of nature, overpopulation, and sustainability. 
 
Ecological Citizen has no publication charges or article access fees. It is run by volunteers and publishes issues twice 
a year, with special supplements published from time to time. Follow Ecological Citizen on Facebook and Twitter.  
 

 
United Nations Environment Programme - www.unenvironment.org/ 

 
Main Objectives: 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global 
environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the 
coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable 
development within the United Nations system, and serves as an authoritative 
advocate for the global environment. 

 
UNEP’s mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, 
informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future 
generations. 

 
What UNEP does: 

1) Work to improve air quality to protect the environment and human health. 
2) Support governments to manage the potential adverse effects and benefits 

of modern biotechnology, with a focus on protecting biological diversity and 
human health.  

3) Work to minimise the adverse effects of chemicals and waste on human 
health and the environment. 

4) Work to support the world to transition to a low-carbon, sustainable future. 
5) Work to minimise the environmental causes and consequences of crises. 
6) Protect and restore ecosystems and the goods and services they provide. 
7) Work in partnership to create the next generation of young leaders. 
8) Promote energy efficiency and the use of energy from renewable sources. 
9) Empower governments and other stakeholders in evidence-based decision-

making. 
10) Support strong laws and institutions for a healthy planet and healthy 

people. 
11) Support positive change in the extractive sector’s governance and 

business practices. We aim to make minerals, oil and gas work for all, 
with minimal harm and many benefits. 

12) Support the protection of forests for social, economic and 
environmental benefits.  

13) Promote gender equality and women’s empowerment in conservation 
and sustainable development. 

14) Promote the transition to economies that are low carbon, resource 
efficient and socially inclusive. 
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15) Promote the protection and sustainable management of the world’s marine and coastal environments. 
16) Work to accelerate the transition to resource-efficient and sustainable economies.  
17) Deliver on the environmental dimensions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
18) Promote the effective development and transfer of environmentally sound technologies. 
19) Promote sustainable, low-emission transport and work to reduce the sector’s contribution to air pollution and 

climate change.  
20) Help countries protect and restore freshwater and marine ecosystems to sustain their services for 

generations to come. 
 
Environment-related Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) supported by UNEP: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 1. SDG 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2 SDG 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 
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Fig. 3 SDG 12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 4 SDG13 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 5. SDG 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. 
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Fig. 6 SDG 15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, halt and revers land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

 
 
Major Achievements to-date: 

❖ Songdo, 13 Nov 2019 – The Board of the Green 
Climate Fund (GCF), a major funder of climate projects, 
has approved a US$10 million project that’s expected 
to benefit 10 per cent of Laos’ population. The project 
is using nature-based solutions in four cities to build 
resilience towards ever-increasing floods caused by 
climate change.  

 
The five-year project will be executed by Laos’ Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment, with support from the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
 

❖ Nairobi, 05 Nov 2019 – In a pledge to continue stepping-up its commitment to climate change mitigation and 
adaptation action, the Eastern and Southern African Trade and Development Bank (TDB) signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding today with the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The MOU effectively establishes a framework of cooperation through 
which the two institutions can collaborate in a number of areas critical to 
the global environmental agenda.  

In the field of clean energy finance, TDB and UNEP will work to enhance 
investment opportunities for both public and private finance to support the 
dissemination of clean energy technologies. This will include supporting 
the early stage development and project finance of renewable energy 

projects, as well as the development of financing mechanisms to allow access to smaller-scale sustainable energy 
and energy-efficient appliances for household and productive use. 
 

❖ Belgrade, 7 Oct 2019 – Fourteen former industrial sites have 
been shortlisted for remediation under the first-ever nationwide 
effort to improve land management in the Republic of Serbia. 

New York, 24 September 2019 – At the start of the SDG Summit in New 
York today, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the 
German Ministry for the Environment launched the Global Opportunities for 
SDGs (GO for SDGs) initiative, aiming to accelerate green economy 
solutions globally.  

Go for SDGs will foster exchange on innovative and successful practices 
through newly designed regional sustainability hubs and sustainable 
business fora.  
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❖ Lagos, 19 Jun 2019 – An ambitious new project launched in 
Lagos today is aiming to reform the electronics sector and put 
an end to the toxic toll improper management of electronic 
waste is taking on Nigeria. 

Over half a million tonnes of discarded appliances are processed in the 
country every year, threatening both the health of people in the informal 
recycling industry and the nation’s environment.  

With backing from the Global Environment Facility, the Government of 
Nigeria has joined forces with UN Environment and partners to turn the 
tide on e-waste, under the Circular Economy Approaches for the 
Electronics Sector in Nigeria project. Led by the National Environmental 
Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA), the $15-
million initiative will bring together players from government, the private sector and civil society to kick-start a 
financially self-sustaining circular economy approach for electronics in Nigeria, protecting the environment while 
creating safe employment for thousands of Nigerians. 
 

❖ Washington DC, 13 Jun 2019 – Twenty-seven Small Island Developing States have come together in a bid 
to manage and eliminate toxic chemicals and waste in some of the world’s most vulnerable ecosystems 
under a new initiative announced today in Washington DC.  

Backed by $61 million in funding from the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF), with partner co-financing of over $389 million, the 
Implementing Sustainable Low and Non-Chemical Development in 
Small Island Developing States program – or ‘ISLANDS’ – will support 
island states across the Caribbean, the Pacific and the Indian Ocean 
to manage the growing impacts of chemicals and wastes on their 
unique environments. 

Supported by UN Environment, the United Nations Development 
Program, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and the Inter-American Development Bank, the ISLANDS program 
will work to eliminate 23,236 metric tons of toxic chemicals, including 
38 metric tons of mercury and 619 metric tons of persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs), as well as avoiding the release of over 185,000 
metric tons of marine litter. 

❖ Accra, Ghana, Jun 7, 2019 - EU-UNEP Africa LEDS Project gives birth to Accra Action Agenda to Drive 
Africa’s Climate Action. The implementation of the EU-UNEP Africa Low Emissions Development Strategies 
(Africa LEDS) Project has demonstrated, through action on the ground and investment support tools, that 
strategic implementation of Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) priorities – aligned to key 
socioeconomic sectors – can maximise climate and socioeconomic benefits simultaneously. 

The EU-UNEP Africa LEDS Project, funded by the European Union, supported seven partner countries to establish 
structures at policy and operational levels, to inform implementation investment decisions on NDCs, shifting focus 
from traditional approaches that focus on climate benefits alone.  
 
Current Projects/Campaigns/Events: 

❖ 25 Nov 2019 | Conference | Chemicals & waste 

Third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury 

 
The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury (COP3) will be take place 
from 25 to 29 November 2019 at the International Conference Centre 
in Geneva, Switzerland. 
 

❖ 25 Nov 2019 | UN Environment | Event 
1st Global Technical Workshop on the preparation of the Regional 
Seas Programme (Sustainable Development Goals) SDG 14 Outlook 
report 
 
In preparation towards the 2020 High-Level UN Conference to 
Support the Implementation of SDG 14 (life below water) in Lisbon, 
Portugal, the Regional Seas Programme is putting together an SDG 
14 Outlook report. The report will illustrate the progress made 
towards achieving SDG 14 on Life under water, target 14.2.1 and 
14.5.1, including demonstrating the important role of the Regional 
Seas in delivering global sustainability and biodiversity objectives, 
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and to identify opportunities for supporting national actions, within regional frameworks, that address regional priorities 
and contribute to achieving global goals and targets. 
 

❖ 26 Nov 2019 | Press Conference | Climate change 

Launch of the 2019 Emissions Gap Report 
 
The UN Environment Programme will launch its 
flagship 2019 Emissions Gap Report during a 
press event on 26 November at the Palais des 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. Advanced 
copies of the report, executive summary and 
key findings are available for all registered 
media. 
 
The flagship report provides the latest 
accounting of national mitigation efforts and the 
ambitions countries have presented in their 
Nationally Determined Contributions, which 
form the foundation of the Paris Agreement. 
 
Released in the lead up to COP25 in Spain where parties to the Paris Agreement will meet to review their pledges, 
UNEP’s Emissions Gap Report serves as the world’s definitive benchmark for global progress towards the 2°C / 1.5° 
target. The key messages from the 2019 Emissions Gap Report send strong signals to national governments and to 
parties attending COP25, and, along with the recent United in Science report, these messages provide important 
support to their discussions. 

 
❖ 28 Nov 2019 | UN Environment | Event 
The Inter-Agency Joint Plan of Action (IAPoA) for achieving the trade 
related targets of SDG 14, UNCTAD-FAO-UNEP  
 
Side-Event to the FAO Sub-Committee on Fish Trade to be held at 
Hotel Bahía de Vigo, Vigo, Spain.  
 
Together with the support and guidance from Member States, the 
three agencies: UNCTAD, FAO and UNEP are presenting a draft 
SDG 14 Trade-related Inter Agency Plan of Action (IAPoA) to 
“accelerate the achievement of trade-related targets of SDG 14 
(namely targets 4, 6, 7 and b) through improved trade policies that 
safeguard food security and contribute to the conservation and 
sustainable use of oceans, living marine resources and livelihoods”. 

 
The objective of the IAPoA will be achieved by intervening in three outcome areas: 1) promoting multilateral oceans 
and trade-related reforms through dialogue, cooperation and consensus building; 2) strengthening national and 
regional capacities on policy frameworks for sustainable fish and fish products trade and the development of other 
oceans based sectors; and 3) enhancing awareness, knowledge and capacity to implement effective governance and 
sustainable fish and fish products trade and other oceans based sectors. 
 
This side-event will provide an opportunity for the three 
agencies to respond to questions on relevance, scope, 
content and proposed benefits of the IAPoA, and gather 
feedback.   
 

❖ 02 Dec 2019 | Conference | Oceans & seas 

Barcelona Convention COP 21 will take place on 2-5 
December 2019, in Naples, Italy. 
 
The 21st Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona 
Convention) and its Protocols will take place on 2-5 
December 2019 in Castel dell’Ovo, a seaside historical 
castle located on the Gulf of Naples.  
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