
 

The HOPE Team wishes you 

and your family all the best for 
the festive season. 

 
The office will close 5pm Friday 18 

December 2015; and will reopen at 

9am on Monday 11 January 2016. 
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HOPE Enews Bulletin 2015 #12 --- 18 December 2015 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e-newsletters received by HOPE in recent 
times; and/or prepared specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to 
contribute, please forward to office@hopeaustralia.org.au.  
Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. If you would like to discuss news items displayed or 

have letters for the editor please contact the office or <newsletter editor - hotlink> 
 

Editorial 
 
Hello there, 
What a great Christmas present for the world! The global climate change conference (COP21) in Paris, 
France, adopted an international accord aimed at transforming the world's fossil fuel-driven economy within 
decades and slowing the pace of global warming.” (12/12/15) 
It now behoves the citizens of the world to work with their respective governments to make this accord a 
reality. 
Regards, 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135, email office@hopeaustralia.org.au  
 
 

 

Calendar of events 
 

DECEMBER 

 18 - 11Jan HOPE office closure over Christmas-New Year holiday period 
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Office News Report --- December 2015 
 
Hello folks, 
 

Even though the working year is coming to a close, we’ve still been busy! 
 

New HOPE logo for front of t-shirts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A funding application to purchase 40 HOPE 
monogrammed polo shirts was submitted to 
the Federal Government’s 2015 Volunteer 
Grants program on 17 November. Fingers 
crossed, our application is successful. 

HOPE Social Gathering 
 

Around 20 people attended our end-of-year 
social at the City Golf Club, Toowoomba 
(1/12).An enjoyable evening of lively 
conversation and yummy food! We were 
delighted to meet Charmaine & Peter’s baby, 
Xavier. 

New outdoor furniture for HOPE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We gratefully received a donation of fold-away 
tables and chairs from Bunning Warehouse 
Toowoomba West (26/11). A big thanks to Mr 
Chris Hawley, Activities Organiser, for 
arranging the donation. These items will be 
used at HOPE’s information displays at local 
and regional events. 

Vale Beth Hortin 
 

The HOPE office was 
saddened to hear the 
passing of long time 
member and friend, 
Beth Hortin who passed 
away on 23 November 
2015. Beth was an 
early member of HOPE 
Victoria and having 

moved to Queensland, was very helpful to us 
setting up HOPE in Queensland. Beth moved 
to NSW a few years ago to be closer to family. 
Beth’s long-time involvement in environmental 
care is admirable! 

 
Other office highlights: 

 We welcome Dan Callan as our Website Administrator, Dan has undertaken training at 1300WebPro 
(our website host) and he has started website maintenance. 

 

 The office continues with its exercise to obtain corporate sponsorship. So far, several hundred requests 
have been issued to businesses throughout Australia. To date, we have received a private donation of 
$5,000. 
Of course, we always welcome personal donations from our members and supporters. Further 
information on how you can make a donation can be found at http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-
pledgedonation/ . 

 

 Growing our membership – At present HOPE has 630+ members (full and associate). We encourage 
you to invite your family, friends and colleagues – your networks – to join HOPE. Remember, 
membership is free-of-charge! 
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2016 Ipswich Plant Expo, 12-13 March 
HOPE has been invited to provide an information display and some demonstration activities at next year’s 
Ipswich Plant Expo being held at the Bundamba Turf Club, Ipswich on 12-13 March 2016. 
We have also been granted the raffle concession for the event. 
A further planning meeting will be held on Saturday 23 January, 10am at the HOPE office, 22 Vacy St, 
Toowoomba to review preparations to date and to organise a roster of volunteers for the 2 day event. 
Please mark this date on your calendar!  
 
 
HOPE’s 2016 quarterly Ordinary Meetings schedule 
Saturday, 12 March 2016   Ordinary Meeting 
Saturday, 11 June 2016    Ordinary Meeting 
Saturday, 10 September 2016  Ordinary Meeting 
Saturday, 12 Nov 2016    AGM, followed by 1

st
 Ordinary Meeting for new year 

 
 

Positions Vacant 
Two key positions on the Admin Support Team remain vacant after the recently held AGM. 
Positions vacant are that of Newsletter Editor and Media Team. 
Tasks of the Newsletter Editor include literature review, preparation of articles and the compilation of the 
monthly Enews Bulletin.  
Tasks of the Media Team include reviewing media reports and newsletters with the aim of writing media 
releases, short information articles, community service announcements and/or date claimers. 
So, if you have some spare time and talents to offer, please give the office a call on 07 4639 2135 or email 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au and register your interest in looking after one of these positions. 
 
A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the 
HOPE office is in Toowoomba, Queensland. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, 
publications activity can be done via email. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Frank Ondrus, President – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135, office@hopeaustralia.org.au  
 

 
 
 
Advertisement 

 

P L A T I N U M    P O T S 
34 Water Street, Toowoomba 

(Opposite PCYC Markets) 
Mob: 0427 623 617 

 
We have an extensive range of garden pots, sculptures, water 
features and bird baths. Styles range from antique to 
contemporary with wholesale prices. We also stock metal seats, 
tables, arches and cute novelty garden décor. 
 

Opening hours 
Monday, Thursday & Friday from 9am to 4pm 
Saturday from 9am to 3pm 
Sunday from 7am to 3pm 
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Feature Articles 
 

The great offset conspiracy 

By Bruce McLennan 
 

A cynic would suggest that offsets do exactly what they set out 
to do and that is to allow major projects to proceed. 
Unfortunately environmental offsets have become the tool of a 
greenwashing industry that has largely fooled the public into 
believing that values such as biodiversity and ecological 
function are no worse off as a result of those major projects. 
Environmental offsets are a political solution that draws a lop-
sided balance between good environmental management and 
good economic management. The reality of offsets is that they 
do too little and only target a small part of the overall damage 
each project causes.  
 

Australia’s ecology is fighting a losing battle that started the day European settlers decided it was a good 
idea to knock down some trees and plant some alien food crops. Australia today has been chopped, burned, 
dug up, eroded away and infested, all in the interest of developing a nation. And still they come, now mostly 
multinationals, chipping away at the flagging ecology that remains, supported in their efforts by our 
politicians who are responsible for balancing the budgets. Environmental offsets are the tool that convinces 
us (the community) that all will be well and that the harm done in the name of profit will have no lasting 
effect.  
 

Since offsets became part of the politics of development, policy has slowly strengthened to cover more 
impacts. However, recent state and federal policy changes have eroded some gains by allowing the use of 
remnant vegetation as an acceptable offset and limited exposure by capping offset ratios. The changes 
around regrowth means that where there was once a legal imperative to restore previously cleared country 
to remnant state there is now only a requirement to manage areas that were already legally protected from 
clearing. While the environmental quality of some areas may improve there is a net area loss of vegetation 
that is no longer being addressed. 
 

So, the question remains, is environmental offsetting worthwhile? As somebody working in that industry I 
would have to say, yes, on the grounds that at least something is being done to improve the environment no 
matter how inadequate it may appear. However, on another level, the overwhelming risk is that offsets are 
seen by the wider community as actually succeeding in creating a situation of “no net loss”. In politics 
perception is everything. Offset methodology is highly technical and most people do not question the 
mechanism behind the process because it is outside their field of expertise. There is a faith that the right 
thing is being done. But is it? 
 

A recent senate enquiry into environmental offsets, while failing to achieve significant outcomes, did 
highlight major issues. These exist as areas of doubt in the process.  

 Companies stalling on their offset obligations  

 Lack of policing of offsets with loop holes allowing non compliance 

 Governments using offset conservation as part of the conservation budget 

 Lack of rigour in the offset approval process 

 Capping of offset area ratios while providing some certainty to proponents reduces certainty that an 
offset outcome avoids a ‘net loss’ situation 

 A propensity to ignore the ‘Avoid’ part of the mitigation hierarchy 
 
Environmental offsets have many basic flaws. In a perfect world they could be made to work but that would 
require a complete rethink about how the corporate world values compensation for environmental harm. As 
a community we need to be aware of how offsets fail us and be prepared to lobby politicians who run out the 
‘most stringent environmental conditions’ argument to justify new projects. As concerned citizens who want 
our children to grow up in healthy and resilient environments we have to constantly question the argument 
that our elected representatives know what is best for us. 
 
 
Further information on the Federal Governments environmental offsets policy may be found at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/epbc-act-environmental-offsets-policy  
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Cleaning up our Plastic Mess 
By Shannon Michael 
 
Since the development of the first plastic (a cellulose-derived product made by John Wesley Hyatt) in 1860, 
their application and use has become more, and more prolific in our society. During the 20th century many 
discoveries and innovations took place which allowed the production of plastic to become cheap and 
therefore replace many other materials. Currently, we are able to produce plastics that are hard, strong, 
resistant to degradation, and can withstand high temperatures. The over-whelming majority of plastics today 
are also completely non-biodegradable, and as a result plastic-waste has accumulated in the world’s 
oceans. 

A study estimated there to be a minimum of 5.25 trillion 
plastic particles, weighing 243 million kilograms (Eriksen 
et al. 2014). These particles can be as large as a 
common plastic water bottle or a discarded fishing net, 
or tiny: being no more than half a centimetre. These 
plastic particles have very significant impacts on the 
environment and on human health. The impacts of the 
plastic marine debris can be put into one of three 
categories: ingestion, entanglement, and ecosystem 
alteration. When an animal ingests plastic, it can be 
killed in one of two ways: the debris can cause physical 
obstructions and it can also directly poison the animal. 

Even if neither of these occur, the plastic debris still pose a secondary danger: bio-accumulation of toxins. 
Essentially, the organisms on the low-end of the food-chain ingest toxic by-products of plastic debris, but not 
enough to be harmful. But when several of these organisms are eaten by a larger predator, the toxins’ 
concentrations increase over time and may eventually kill the larger predator. This is of particular concern 
for people because we eat many of these large predator animals, for example tuna, and could possibly be 
causing an accumulation of these toxins within ourselves, which could possibly cause disease in the future. 

Larger plastic debris also entangle many marine 
animals. A report by the Federal Department of the 
Environment found that at least 77 species of marine 
wildlife were impacted by entanglement or ingestion, 
including turtles, sharks, seabirds, and dugongs. 
Plastic debris alter ecosystem functioning by 
introducing foreign chemicals, possibly introducing 
invasive species, and causing large-scale deaths. 
Given the huge amount of marine debris, its large 
impacts, and no sign the polluting will stop- there are 
many initiatives to clean-up the mess we are making. 
The Ocean Cleanup project is one of these. Founded 

in 2013, and releasing a proof of concept a year later; the project believes it will start wide-scale clean-up 
efforts by 2020. The project has developed a V-shaped array of floating barriers that will be anchored to the 
sea floor. The system will solely rely on passive ocean currents to funnel the debris to a central platform, 
which will then collect and recycle it. Earlier this year, the Ocean Cleanup project began an expedition 
across the Pacific to collect data on marine debris. Covering 3.5 million square kilometres, and utilizing 30 
vessels, this single expedition gathered more data than what has been gathered in the past 40 years 
combined. This project is one of the largest of its kind and is entirely crowd-funded. To support and find 
more information on the project visit www.theoceancleanup.com . 
 

 
HOPE request 

WANTED – PHOTOCOPY PAPER 
HOPE has used up its current stock of photocopy paper and we are asking our members and supporters to 
donate a ream or two of A4 photocopy paper. Donations of paper can be left on the table in the carport at 22 
Vacy St, Toowoomba.  
Alternately, cash or cheque donations can be made online at http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-
pledgedonation/ or posted to HOPE Inc., PO Box 6118 -Clifford Gardens Toowoomba QLD 4350.  
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Queensland News 
 

Christian Environmental Care 
By Clive W Ayre 

 
Rev Dr Clive W Ayre is an Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Qld, Chair 
of the Qld Churches Environmental Network, and author of Earth, Faith and Mission: 
The Theology and Practice of Earthcare. 
 
In recent months the Papal Encyclical Laudato Si has attracted a deal of publicity in 
the media; and rightly so, because it is a significant Statement. But in another sense 
Pope Francis has not really said anything new; for some decades literally thousands 
of books of eco-theology have been saying very similar things. Earthcare, or the care 
of Creation, has not always been front and centre of the Church’s consciousness, but 
it does go back very close to the beginning of the Christian era. So when people ask 
what Christianity has to do with Earthcare, the short answer is “quite a lot”! 

 
The UNEP book Earth and Faith demonstrates at least two things. First, it pleads for faith and science to 
work together for the sake of the planet, a point which is taken as obvious by most of us. Second, it shows 
how all world religions agree on the need for humans to care for the one planet we have. In other words, we 
have a strong basis on which we can work together across other differences for the sake of the planet. 
Official Statements by Christian denominations and ecumenical bodies all tell the same story. 
 
Four years ago the National Council of Churches in Australia agreed to the formation of the Eco-Mission 
Project, which hopefully can make stronger headway in 2016. At about the same time Queensland Churches 
Together (QCT) agreed to a proposal for the creation of Qld Churches Environmental Network (QCEN), and 
similar bodies now exist in most States. As a Commission of QCT, QCEN’s Mission Statement is “to 
facilitate the Church’s call to love and care for creation as a vital expression of faith”. This is worked through 
by means of networking with member churches of QCT and groups with an environmental focus, advocacy 
and the sharing of resources, facilitation of dialogue, and interfaith issues.  
 
Representatives of four Christian denominations are currently members, but we hope to expand that in 
2016. One of the features of this group is the strong sense of trust and co-operation that has developed. 
Highlights have included regular reports from associated Christian groups, the sharing of information, a 
consultation on mining and rural communities in Toowoomba which resulted in a Position Statement, 
ecological worship resources, and much more. A visit to Central Queensland is likely in 2016. There is a 
great deal that could be said, but in short, and in spite of a lack of resources, Churches are increasingly 
active in this critical area of concern.  
 
Further information about QCEN is available on www.qct.org.au and at www.ncca.org.au for the NCCA Eco-
Mission Project. The websites of the major Churches also contain information. 
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CREATING A BIRD-FRIENDLY BACKYARD  

 
 
Spring is here and what better way to wake up than to the sound of chirping 
birds. Even small backyards, whether close to the city or in peri-urban areas 
when designed and planted well can attract birds and contribute to their 
food, water, shelter and nesting needs. 
 
 
 

(Photo: Superb Fairy-wren by Deborah Metters) 

 
Tips for a bird-friendly garden 

 Create shelter – multi-layered dense planting of ground covers, small and medium shrubs and trees 
can provide shelter for both small and large birds 

 Select locally occurring native plants – these have adapted to the climate and soil conditions of the 
specific area they are found in and form part of the diet of the local birds 

 Plant for seasonality – to provide food across the year, choose species that fruit and seed in 
different seasons 

 Take a look at the Birds in Backyards website – this site is laden with practical design tips and lists 
of attractive native plant options to make your garden the most bird friendly it can be. 

 Be patient – it takes time for tree and shrubs to grow, and dense shelter to mature. 
 
(Taken from "Living in the Black Snake Creek Catchment" booklet, a collaboration between West Moreton Landcare, 
City of Ipswich and SEQ Catchments. http://www.seqcatchments.com.au/ ) 

 

 
 

National News 
 

'In Our Hands' – Celebrating 25 Years of Landcare 
 
For the past quarter of a century, Landcare’s commitment to protecting the world 
in which we live has changed the face of natural resource conservation in 
Australia. 
 
Landcare and its army of volunteers has revolutionised the Nation’s rural and 
urban landscapes by bringing together community, government and business to 
protect Australia’s magnificent, yet stressed, natural resources. 

 
To commemorate Landcare Australia’s 25

th
 anniversary, a new publication, ‘In Our Hands’, has been 

released that celebrates both Landcare as a national initiative and the Landcarers that made it possible. 
 
The publication showcases the stories of Landcare champions from around the country and across 
sustainable agriculture, environment, community, Junior Landcare, Coastcare and Indigenous projects. 
 
The publication provides a unique opportunity to reflect on the many achievements of Landcare, honouring 
the invaluable contribution made by Australians to conserve our environmental and agricultural assets. 
 
To view In Our Hands ebook visit: http://bit.ly/1R7hi9G 
To purchase a copy visit www.dennisjones.com.au or email: orders@dennisjones.com.au 
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A super fund for the planet 
By CORENA - Citizens Own Renewable Energy Network Australia Inc 

 
We all know that it is wise to invest in our future, right? And 
many of us have grave concerns about what that future looks 
like if we charge ahead with unmitigated climate change. 
 

Introducing CORENA’s ‘super’ fund (www.corenafund.org.au). 
Here is a fund that keeps giving back to our planet from the 
moment anyone starts contributing to it. 
 

The concept is simple. Donations are lent interest-free to pay for 
renewable energy and energy efficiency – instant activities that 

reduce our impact on the planet. We make these loans to community organisations, wonderful non-profit 
groups that are already doing so much for our communities. Those organisations pay the loan back to the 
CORENA fund as their installation saves them money on their electricity bill. Once the loan is repaid, the 
savings are theirs to keep. Meanwhile the repaid money is invested directly in the next project. 
 

Like any super investment, the fund is growing. So far Australians who want to do something tangible to 
tackle climate change have chipped in almost $70,000. Some of that money has already been used a 
second or even a third time in subsequent projects. The fund has already achieved $90,000 worth of solar 
and energy efficiency measures. 
 

Spectacular growth takes time though, just like your super. Contributions to recent projects will hardly have 
grown at all, but $100 contributed to the first community solar project two years ago has already achieved 
$178 worth of clean energy goodness. You can imagine how much we can all achieve together once this 
fund has a few more years under its belt. 
 

Altogether CORENA’s revolving fund has installed 52kW of community solar and energy efficiency 
measures, and avoided 54 MWh of grid electricity. 
 

This week CORENA launched its new Impact Calculator. Now anyone who donates can watch the impact of 
their investment grow and grow – just like your superannuation. 
 
Click here to use the Impact Calculator to see what your donation to any project has achieved so far. If you 
are a new donor, now is the time to contribute – one of our generous supporters is offering to match your 
donation dollar for dollar. Why not try out the calculator? Enter your intended amount as a hypothetical 
donation to Project 1 and see how much impact it will have over the next two years. 
 

CORENA – We think it’s super! 
 

 
 
 
 

Date Claimer 
 
Forum participants are invited to enter the World of 
Seeds Photography Competition by submitting up to 
three digital photographs. The images will be digitally 
displayed at the Forum and delegates will be voting for 
their favourite in each category: Landscapes, 
Microscopy, Up close and personal macro, Seeds and 
the environment, and Digitally manipulated/multimedia 
enhanced photos. Key Forum dates: Announcement 

of programme details 16-20 November 2015; Early-bird registration closes 11 December 2015; Submissions 
for Photography Competition close 29 February 2016; Forum registration closes 29 February 2016. Visit the 
Forum web pages here. 
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World News 
 
 

Estimating the Environmental Costs of Africa’s Massive ‘‘Development Corridors’’ 
(A summary article by Shannon Michael, HOPE member (Qld)) 
 
Sub-Saharan Africa is plagued with marginal agricultural land, is facing a boom in its population, and will 
continue to face large problems with food security and poverty unless developmental action is taken. The 
respective institutions have realized the issue of development within many areas of Africa and are now 
working to improve infrastructure, connectivity, and farming capabilities within many “development 
corridors”. But at what environmental cost will this development incur? A study published in the journal 
Current Biology (http://www.cell.com/current-biology/newarticles) assessed the environmental impacts of 
development in 33 corridors, and the positive impact this development could have on agricultural production.  
 
The authors looked at the spatial scale of the corridors, the human occupancy, environmental value, 
conservation priority, and the potential agriculture benefits. They specifically wanted to know if these 
corridors focus and improve agriculture in already-settled areas, thereby sparing other lands for nature 
conservation, or will they simply increase the scale and pace of environmental degradation? The authors 
found that the highly variable nature of the development corridors makes generalisations limiting. In some 
areas agricultural benefits are expected to be far greater than in some other areas, and many corridors are 
in close proximity to highly valuable ecological land; which will therefore have devastating impacts on the 
environment, contributing to further degradation. The study found that of the 33 corridors; only five have low 
conservation value with large agricultural benefits, 22 will be “marginal” (i.e. those divided amongst high 
conservation value, low agricultural benefits and vice versa), and six “inadvisable” corridors- which have 
high conservation values and low potential agricultural benefits.  
 
The study concludes that the issues facing many African regions (e.g. poverty, increasing population etc.) 
should be considered when opposing developmental projects, but should not be reason to completely 
disregard negative environmental impacts. And therefore, concerted efforts are needed to reduce and 
mitigate these impacts. For further reading refer to Estimating the Environmental Costs of Africa’s Massive 
‘‘Development Corridors’’, 2015 by Laurance et al -  http://www.cell.com/current-biology/abstract/S0960-
9822%2815%2901309-3 . 
 

 

 

Resources 
 

The Self Sufficiency Shoppe Product Catalogue Now Available 
Ms Pam Marshall, owner/operator of The Self Sufficiency Shoppe has finally finished listing and 
photographing The Shoppe Products for the new catalogue. 
“The catalogue is educational as well as a list of products available. I hope that if offers some useful ideas 
on how to use alternatives in the home (and save money)” she said. 
 

You can download the full Catalogue by clicking on the link below http://theshoppe.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2015/11/The-Shoppe-Product-Catalogue.pdf  
 

 

Sustainable economic growth, it's possible 
A major study by CSIRO, the Australian National Outlook, reveals Australia has all the tools to achieve 
economic growth and environmental sustainability - we just have to choose to use them. 
Read more  
 

 

Climate Change Resources from Routledge 
We've compiled valuable climate change content that echoes the themes of COP21. Download our Climate 
Change Research FreeBook, read author blog posts and interviews, and discover some of our newest 
titles on climate change! Learn more here. 
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