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PO Box 6118 – Clifford Gardens, TOOWOOMBA QLD 4350 
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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2018 #01 --- January 2018 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 
 

Editorial 
 

Good morning folks, 
Welcome to 2018! This edition of the newsletter contains this year’s National/International Calendar of Events 
(page 2); articles from some of our supporter agencies; and some helpful hints and useful resources. 
HOPE’s schedule of quarterly Ordinary Meetings is included on page 3; please make a note of them and try 
to attend as many as possible. 
Regards, 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135 
 
 

2018 National/International Events Calendar 
http://www.environment.gov.au/about-us/media-centre/events  
 

• 2018 – International Year of Coral Reefs 
• 2014-2024 – International Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 
 
January 

• 13  HOPE Planning Meeting 

• 15-18 World Future Energy Summit 
 
February 

• 2  World Wetlands Day 

• 10  HOPE Ordinary Meeting 

• 11  International Day of Women & Girls in Science 

• 27  Business Clean Up Day 
 
March 

• 2  Schools Clean Up Day 

• 3  World Wildlife Day 

• 4  Clean Up Australia Day 

• 8  International Women's Day 

• 11-17 National Ground Water Awareness Week 

• 13-15 Green Cities Conference 

• 21  International Day of Forests 

• 21  Harmony Day 

• 22  World Water Day 

• 23  World Meteorological Day 

• 24  Earth Hour 
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HOPE News --- January 2018 

 
Good morning and welcome to 2018! 
 

HOPE’s year kicks off with a Planning Meeting on Saturday 13 January, commencing at 10am sharp at the 
home of Frank and Mary Ondrus, 22 Vacy St, Toowoomba. 
With HOPE’s motto being “Think Globally, Act Locally”, we’ll be investigating issues of concern and interest 
to our membership – and focussing our efforts on promoting local solutions to these matters. 
Please send us your thoughts on potential issues of concern; agencies that we could partner with; and 
campaigns, projects and events we should endorse, support and/or participate in. 
We welcome your input by Thursday 11 January. 
We are also keen to undertake environment, conservation and landcare projects in our own right. 
Once again, we welcome your ideas on worthwhile projects to pursue. 
 

Admin-wise, we’ll still looking for experienced volunteers to help with newsletter production and media 
activities.  Further information on these positions are noted below. 
 

Regards, 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135 
 

 

HOPE’s meetings schedule 
13 Jan  Planning Meeting 
10 Feb  Ordinary Meeting no. 2 
9 June  Ordinary Meeting no. 3 
8 Sept  Ordinary Meeting no. 4 
10 Nov  Annual General Meeting 
10 Nov  1st Ordinary Meeting for 2018-2019 
 

(Meetings are held at the HOPE office, 22 Vacy St, Toowoomba, QLD) 
 

 

Membership 
In recent years our membership numbers have remained steady at around 650 full and associate members. 
The management committee is keen to increase our membership nationally and so invites you to help promote 
HOPE and its activities to your family, friends and work colleagues. Remember, membership to HOPE of 
FREE! More information on the types of membership may be found at 
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/membership/ . 
 

 

Volunteers needed 
More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) – are required to help us maintain our level of 
activity. Volunteers are needed to help with projects, events and display activities, as well as general admin 
duties and media/publications work. We invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer some time 
and talents to help share the workload. Current vacancies include: 

• Researchers – required to review and comment on a range of discussion papers, policy documents and 
reports provided by government departments, business and industry organisations and NGOs. 

• Media Officers – required to write media releases, event notices, date claimers and design promotional 
flyers/posters for projects, campaigns, events and activities 

• Publications Team members – required to write information articles for our newsletter; website summaries; 
and assist with the development of powerpoint presentations and information sheets 

• Newsletter Editor – required to write and/or source articles and other items for compilation into monthly E: 
News Bulletin (formal Job Description available on request) 

 

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your assistance. 
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the 
HOPE office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and publications 
activity can be done via email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE 
office on email office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
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Helpful Hints 
 

11 Solutions to climate change 
This article is collectively authored by Rao M Sajjad Sharif, Institute of Soil and Environmental Science, University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad; Fahad Munir, Department of Agri-Entomology, University of Agriculture Faisalabad; and Zahoor 
Ahmad, Cholistan Institute of Desert Studies, The Islamia University of Bahawalpur. 
 

Climate change is a serious future challenge of the 21st century along with land use changes, degradation of 
soils, deforestation, burning of fossils fuel and industrialization. This is the serious challenge given the wide 
range of climate change impacts on natural systems as well as the human health reported by (IPCC 2007). 
Yet poor populations and developing countries worldwide are most vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change. Even sustainability development and reduction of poverty remain at the core of global agenda 
emphasized by World Development Report 2010. Climate change is happening due to anthropogenic and 
natural activities. Anthropogenic activities include urbanization, deforestation, changes in land use, burning of 
fossil fuels and industrialization, etc. These man-made activities can be controlled by changing our daily 
routines. We cannot minimize the natural activities such as respiration, decomposition of organic matters but 
we can sustain these natural activities, which are contributing to climate change. Greenhouse gases (GHGs) 
are very important for agriculture, human health and livestock - but the anthropogenic activities are the main 
drivers of climate change. 
 

A few important solutions to the climate change are given below: 
1. Eat less red meat: Cattle and sheep are the main sources of red meat. And these animals are the biggest 
source of methane emissions. Methane is also a GHGs which is contributing to climate change. Many other 
sources of meat such as poultry and goat produce less emission in the atmosphere. 
2. Make your home be efficient: When we are not in the room, we leave on all the lights; when we could 
put on extra clothing, we fire up the heater, or switch off the television by the remote, instead of the wall. 
Individual carbon footprint can be reduced by simple changes in behaviour. And be sure your house is well 
insulated. You can definitely stop your CO2 emissions by changes to your life styles. Behaviour change can 
reduce our carbon footprint. And you can save money by adopting these changes. 
3. Teleconference and telecommunication: Telecommunicating can be the best way of doing work at 
home and in the office; and more employees will see the benefit of your paperless work. Teleconference 
means less wasted trips which produce huge burden of CO2 in the atmosphere. It cannot always be done, but 
a few less aeroplane trips around the world add up a big difference. 
4. Purchase green electricity: Renewable resources are mainly from sources such as wind, solar and wave 
power which helps to minimize climate change. A green future comes from these renewable resources. And 
this electricity supply is by the same way as “dirty electricity” which comes from the burning of fossil fuels. 
5. Stop cutting down trees: 33 million acres of forests are cut down every year. 1.5 billion metric tons of 
carbon goes to the atmosphere due to the harvest of timber in the tropic regions. That shows 20% of man-
made GHGs emissions and a source that can be easily avoided. Improved agriculture systems along with 
forest management and recycling of papers could quickly remove this important chunk of GHGs emissions. 
6. Unplug: You know what, the U.S.A. spends more money on power for devices when they are off than 
when they are on. Computers, battery chargers, television and appliances utilize more energy when seemingly 
switched off, so unplug them instead. Swapping old light bulbs with more efficient replacements like compact 
fluorescents would reduce billions of kilowatt hours. 
7. To stop the burning of fossils fuels: The biggest challenge for the world is to eliminate the burning of 
fossil fuels such as oil, natural gas and coal. The finding and refining of the fossil fuels has negative impacts 
on the environment. The best way for this issue to be resolved is to find alternatives that can produce clean 
and also plentiful energy. So, here are some of the alternatives: energy produced from ethanol, solar power 
and biodiesel. You know what - these alternate resources produce clean and more efficient energy. 
8. Purchase local produce: Purchasing local produce is the best way to minimize the effect of climate 
change. A good rule is that when you purchase something it must be produced locally. It will be lowering the 
CO2 emission in the atmosphere. 
9. The electricity grid is evolving: Energy efficiency can be improved by the Smart Grid. Smart Grid can 
also help save money and improve reliability. These are reasons to from the burning of fossil fuels towards 
the cleaner sources of energy. 
10. Move closer to work: Transport is a major reason for the emission of greenhouse gases. Air travel is a 
source of pollution and global warming. Restricting flying to only long trips as in many parts of the world, train 
travel can replace flying for short to medium trips. 
11. Take a bag when you go shopping. This is the best way to reduce environmental pollution. Both plastic 
and paper bags are poor choices for the environment. Bringing your own bag is good choice for our 
environment. 
 

(Sourced from http://www.technologytimes.pk/ ) 

 

http://www.technologytimes.pk/11solutions-to-climate-change/
http://www.technologytimes.pk/
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Inspiration for using less plastic in the home 
By Ali Briggs, HOPE member (Qld) 
 

Most of the readers of this are probably already trying to reduce their use of single use plastics around the 
home and some might even be trying to live completely free of these plastics – well done! It's not an easy 
task. 
 

Fortunately, around the world there are a few people who are setting a great example of living plastic free (or 
almost) and they do provide great inspiration to us. Not only do these people give us ideas and help for how 
to live with less plastics, but they also help us know that we aren't alone in doing this. 
 

For a bit of regular inspiration, the Facebook page “Treading your own path” is great. It's written by Perth 
blogger/writer/public speaker Lindsay Miles whose blog is www.treadingmyownpath.com . 
 

Lindsay's topics range from living without shampoo to how to have dairy products without plastic packaging 
to advice on dealing with friends and family who don't care so much. Lindsay has been living this (almost) 
plastic free lifestyle for 4 years and so she seems to have a pretty good handle on it. 
 

The great thing about the Facebook page is that it gives you little snippets of topics, you can click them to be 
taken to her blog for more information, and there is usually some great feedback from other followers in the 
comments. Often in the feedback although Lindsay has suggested one way of doing something her followers 
may have other great ways that they achieve similar results. 
 

If you don't have a Facebook profile you can still look at the Treading My Own Path Facebook page. You can 
search for it or click https://www.facebook.com/TreadingMyOwnPath/ 
 

 
 

Tips for reducing waste: 
 

#1.  Reuse other light bags to buy fruit & veg in. Sure, you can have purpose made fruit and veg 
bags but honestly the fruit shop/supermarket doesn't mind if you reuse the plastic string bag that you once 
bought onions in, or a bread bag, or whatever that will do the job. It should be a light bag, and the cashier 
should be able to identify the contents by looking through the bag or opening it and looking in (after all, they 
always open the paper mushroom bag to check what you have inside). 
 

#2.  Most bulk food stores don't mind if you take your own containers in to fill with their goods (they 
must be empty and clean). When you first get to the store let them know that you wish to directly fill your 
own jars/tubs/tins/'Tupperware", they will weigh your container and usually mark this weight on the bottom of 
the container for subtraction from the total weight when you are finished shopping. 

 
 
Advertisement 

Do you want to: 
 
- Save money 
- Eat clean and green 
- Be more physically active 
- Make a Greener choice (or salad) 
- “Offset” your carbon emissions 
- Live, eat and thrive more sustainably 
 

Then Grow Your Own, with Green Harvest Organic Gardening 
 

Helping Australians to grow organically since 1992 
Organic seeds, rare edible plants, gardening books, non-toxic pest control, good tools  
 

Shop: Online 24/7 – www.greenharvest.com.au 
In Person: 9 Gumland Drive, Maleny, Sunshine Coast Hinterland, Qld. | Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 
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Feature Articles 
 

What happens when we feed wild birds? 
By Darryl Jones, Griffith University (d.jones@griffith.edu.au) 
 

The topic of feeding wild birds (and native mammals and reptiles for that 
matter) is remarkably contentious in Australia. As anyone who has travelled 
to the United Kingdom, or the colder parts of Europe and North America will 
recall, feeding birds is extremely popular and widespread in these places. A 
huge variety of seed mixes, dozens of feeder designs and even advice is 
available in most supermarkets, pet shops or park office. Almost everyone is 
doing it, vigorously supported by all the bird and conservation organisations. 
“If you love birds, feed them!” is the widely appreciated message. 
 

Here the message could hardly be more different. If you feed birds, we are 
told at every turn, they will: become dependent on our hand-outs and forget 
how to feed naturally; all die of terrible diseases; the feeders attract vermin 
and all the birds we don’t like; the foods provided is poor nutritionally; and 
many other similar dire warnings. Everyone seems to know why we shouldn’t 
feed birds. 
 

Given such strong, negative and widespread attitudes, it may come as a bit 
of a surprise to find that, despite the opposition, about 30-50% of Australian 

households feed birds at their homes. And not just table scraps: many millions of otherwise normal people 
spend their money and devote time to this practice. This is not a trivial phenomenon. When you have so many 
people actively engaged in a pastime they know others are strongly opposed to, something is definitely going 
on. 
 

I have long been interested in this activity, especially since it appears to be one of the most common and 
popular ways that people connect closely, even intimately, with nature. As we as a nation become ever more 
urbanised, such interactions may be extremely important. There is a lot of research showing the remarkably 
benefits for human wellbeing by spending time in and with nature. In an important study into the motivations 
of Australian bird feeders, Renee Chapman from Griffith University, found two clear reasons for their 
involvement: the sheer pleasure of seeing wild birds close up, and even more importantly, as a way of caring 
and nurturing. This was often explained in moving ways: “People have done so much damage to the wor ld, I 
am just trying to give something back!” These are powerful sentiments and give a strong impression of 
personal concern: typically, these people really care about ‘their’ birds. 
 

And caring often means worrying about whether their practice may actually be doing harm, just as those 
opposed to feeding are always saying. For people feeding birds in North America and Europe, such concerns 
could easily be taken up with any number of groups and websites which offer an enormous amount of sensible 
and well-researched advice. Australian feeders, by contrast, already know that the answer (if they were foolish 
enough to ask) to “What?” would be an adamant, “Don’t!” 
 

This is changing, however. The sheer reality of the scale of bird feeding is being acknowledged by more and 
more bird and conservation groups. BirdLife Australia, the peak bird organisation, for example, is about to 
release this country’s first ever guidelines for bird feeding. Nonetheless, there is an enormous amount that we 
still simply don’t know about. Unfortunately, we just can’t translate the advice from the Northern Hemisphere 
to the Australian situation. For instance, almost all the birds visiting feeders in these countries are small 
granivores (tits and chickadees are the commonest feeder species); here the top two are Magpies and 
Rainbow Lorikeets, huge in comparison, and at least one is a meat-eater!   
 

Nonetheless, many of the main issues are the same throughout the world and are vital for anyone enjoying 
feeding wild birds to carefully consider. There are many elements to the optimal way to interact with wild birds 
via a feeder but there are some fundamental things you really should do: keep the feeder clean; provide only 
high quality appropriate foods (nothing that people would eat); don't provide too much (it's a snack not a three-
course meal); and you can stop any time. There is no evidence that birds become dependent on human-
provided food; almost all their diet is natural, even if they do visit your feeder regularly. 
 

So, enjoy feeding your birds but remember to be a responsible host. 
 

For a lot more information, look for my book The Birds at My Table, available soon from Cornell University 
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100207600 . 
 

  

mailto:d.jones@griffith.edu.au
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National News 
 

Not-for-profit Law - www.nfplaw.org.au 
 

Who is Not-for-profit Law? 
Not-for-profit Law is a service of Justice Connect, a charity and an accredited legal centre. At Not-for-profit 
Law (NFP Law), we provide free or low cost, high quality practical legal help for not-for-profit community 
organisations, and advocate for improved standards and legal frameworks. We have offices in Victoria and 
New South Wales, however, we provide support to community organisations across Australia. 
 

How do we do this? 
We do this by: 
 

• Building not-for-profit capacity with free and low-cost education, mostly through our Information Hub 

and through our webinar program, 

• Free legal advice to eligible organisations, 

• Law and policy reform work to make sure there is the best possible legal framework for the sector, 

and 

• Delivering tailored legal training on a fee-for-service basis through our social enterprise, Not-for-profit 

Legal Training 
 

Why do we do this?  
We do this because we know if we support not-for-profit organisations through our services and our law reform 
work, we will help them improve their efficiency and effectiveness in delivering positive outcomes for the 
community. They will be able to better focus their time and energy on achieving their mission - whether that's 
supporting vulnerable people, delivering important services, enhancing diversity or bringing the community 
together. 
 

What exactly do we do? 
In terms of free legal education for not-for-profit organisations, we have an ‘Information Hub’ that has more 
than 280 resources covering 12 topics and more than 70 sub-topics from setting up an organisation, to the 
people involved, to risk and insurance to winding up an organisation. The Information Hub also contains helpful 
guides (for example, board inductions – bringing on a board member to the fundraising laws in each state and 
territory), and templates (i.e. sample volunteer agreement) and checklists (i.e. holding an event) and is 
supported by videos that help explain common situations for community groups that might involve legal 
considerations. You can visit our Information Hub at www.nfplaw.org.au  
 

In certain circumstances we are also able to provide free legal advice, delivered by staff lawyers or via Justice 

Connect’s member law firms and barristers) to eligible organisations. You can find out more here.  
 

We provide updates on new and updated legal resources on our ‘Information Hub’ in our monthly eNewsletter. 
The newsletter also includes information on changes in the law, relevant news from the sector, and an 
overview of our own training sessions, including our low cost webinar series (held over lunchtime for an hour 
covering things like, privacy law for not-for-profit organisations, legal duties of committee members, and 
financial reporting). You can read more about our training at www.nfplaw.org.au/training.  
 

We also provide updates on our law reform work, for example, Not-for-profit Law has been working hard to 
#fixfundraising. Our newsletter is a great way to stay informed with the not-for-profit community and any 
changes or events that may be relevant to your organisation. You can sign up to receive the update here. If 
you already are signed up, please pass the link on to others who may benefit from knowing about us, what 
we do, and want to keep updated on our news. 
 

Find out more about us at www.nfplaw.org.au, or by phone at 1800 NFP LAW (1800 637 529). 
 

 

WANTED – PHOTOCOPY PAPER  
HOPE has used up its current stock of photocopy paper and we are asking our members and supporters to 
donate a ream or two of A4 photocopy paper. Donations of paper can be left on the table in the carport at 22 
Vacy St, Toowoomba. 
 

Alternately, cash or cheque donations can be made online at http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-
pledgedonation/ or posted to HOPE Inc., PO Box 6118 - Clifford Gardens Toowoomba QLD 4350.  
 
 

http://www.nfplaw.org.au/
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/are-you-eligible-for-legal-assistance
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/lawreform
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/training
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/governance
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/fundraising
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/volunteers
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/events
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/are-you-eligible-for-legal-assistance
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/are-you-eligible-for-legal-assistance
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/training/individuals
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/training
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/fundraisingreform
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/subscribe
http://www.nfplaw.org.au/
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
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drumMUSTER - http://www.drummuster.org.au/ 
 
What happens to drumMUSTER containers? 
Before drumMUSTER began operations, landholders had few available options to 
dispose of their agricultural and veterinary chemical containers in ethical and 
environmentally sound ways. 
 
Burying, burning, dumping drums or sending them to landfill were considered by 
many to be the only ways to manage farm waste. 
 
In the late 1990’s the agvet chemical industry along with farmers and local 
government decided it was time to make some changes, and give farmers more 
options for disposal. 

 
The first collection took place in May, 1999 in Gunnedah, NSW, where landholders surrendered 5,500 
containers, which were then processed for recycling and the plastic reused in manufacturing projects. 
 
The idea soon caught on and today, 120 agvet chemical manufacturers participate in the program and display 
the drumMUSTER logo on product labels. 
 
drumMUSTER’ s national program manager, Frank Wimmler, said Australian landholders demonstrated their 
commitment to better land management practices through their increasing use of waste management 
programs. 
 
“Both the drumMUSTER and ChemClear programs are a targeted approach to reducing environmental 
contamination by diverting chemicals and drums from landfill and being burnt,” Frank said. 
 
“Plus, the programs enhance food safety by offering and end-of-life pathway for both unused chemicals and 
their containers. 
 
“They’re an effective alternative to the unlawful burying of chemicals and plastics, reducing the risk of water 
contamination.” 
 
When users purchase products, they become part of the agvet product stewardship chain of custody. 
 
The drumMUSTER logo indicates the user can deliver the empty, clean containers to one of 814 national 
collection sites free of charge, as they have already paid a four-cent levy per L/kg towards recycling of the 
container. 
 
On delivery, containers are inspected to ensure they meet the cleanliness standard. 
 
Collection agencies, which include local government transfer stations and community groups, take 
responsibility for collected containers, which are stored in a dedicated, secure facility. 
 

Recycling processors retrieve the containers, which are either chipped onsite or 
baled then transported to a recycling depot for processing. 
 
Processors place drumMUSTER containers through shredders, then the 
granules are washed and heated up to 250 degrees. 
 
Once the plastic mass reaches molten stage, it is cooled, then heat-extruded to 

make small pellets, which are packed in bales ready for transport to a remanufacturing plant. 
 
Recycled plastic remanufacturers create useful products such as wheelie bins, cable covers, public furniture, 
road markers, construction materials and garden equipment. 
 
(You’ll also find useful resources on the drumMUSTER website, which has printable fact sheets about our programs.) 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.drummuster.org.au/
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Australian Building Codes Board to consider regulation 

for access in housing 

By Dr Margaret Ward PSM, Convenor - Australian Network for 
Universal Housing Design, Mob: 0409 898 498 
 
 

 

Regardless of who we are, we want to belong, and to participate in family and community life.  We need our 
homes to be designed and built from the start so that people, throughout their lives, can stay in their homes 
and visit their friends.  
 

These homes include key “liveable” features that make them easier and safer to use by everyone: including, 
people with disability, older people, people with temporary injuries, their carer’s and families with young 
children. Liveable features include a step-free entry, corridors and doorways that allow for unimpeded 
movement throughout the home, and a bathroom and toilet that are safe and easy to use.  
 

In response to the advocacy for more inclusive and age-friendly communities, the Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) encouraged the housing industry to change their design and building practices to 
include these features. They set a target of all new housing providing an agreed liveable standard by 2020. 
 

Not surprisingly, this voluntary approach failed. In October 2017, COAG, through the Building Ministers’ 
Forum, directed the Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) to assess the impact of regulation for liveable 
design in all new housing through the National Construction Code.  
 

It is critical that the ABCB consider the costs and benefits not only for the housing industry but also for those 
who live and visit the homes throughout the dwelling’s life, and for those who provide services and supports 
to people who want to remain at home.  
 

The ABCB expect to release a discussion paper in early 2018, and to commence the Regulatory Impact 
Assessment by mid-2018.  If you would like to contribute to this process, please complete this 5-minute survey. 
 

 
Advertisement 

 
PLS Printer Services has been operating in the Toowoomba and Darling Downs area for the past 15 years. We are a small 
privately-owned business, and we can supply all your printer consumables and needs. 
 

Services include:  
INKJET & LASER PRINTER CARTRIDGES   NEW COMPATIBLE & GENUINE OEM PRODUCTS 
NEW PRINTER & MFU SALES     PRINTER, FAX & MFU REPAIRS 
ONSITE REPAIR CALLOUT SERVICE 
 

Enquiries:   Paul Simpson, E MAIL office@plsprinters.com.au 
                         PH 07 4635 2300 | FAX 07 4635 2322 | MOB: 0478 413 767 

 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ANUHD
http://www.plsprinters.com.au/
mailto:office@plsprinters.com.au
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Queensland News 
 

Nature Play QLD (https://www.natureplayqld.org.au/) is a not-for-
profit organisation that aims to reconnect Queensland children with an 
outdoor childhood. This community service emerged to address the 
current trend and significant shift in childhood; the shift from being 
largely outdoors, active, social, independent, community-orientated, 
mobile, with all senses engaged to a childhood largely indoors, 
sedentary, technologically-immersed, risk averse and fearful.  
 

Many effects of these changes are now emerging with significant 
impacts on Queensland children’s health and general wellbeing. Overweight and obesity rates are growing 
along with a variety of mental health issues and many other health and social concerns.  
 

At Nature Play QLD, we believe that unstructured outdoor play – ‘nature play’ – is fundamental to a full and 
healthy childhood. We advocate the Nature Play message and increase access to Nature Play resources, 
events and programs for Queenslanders. 
 

Our Vision is for unstructured outdoor play to become a normal part of every child’s life in 
Queensland, so that they can develop into resilient, healthy and creative members of the community. 
 

Our Mission is to work innovatively and collaboratively to make nature play a normal part of childhood 
again. 
 
Cate Storey, Community Engagement and Resource Coordinator – Nature Play Qld 
Ph (07) 3367 1989 (Wed, Thur, Fri) 
cate@natureplayqld.org.au | www.natureplayqld.org.au | www.facebook.com/NaturePlayQLD | #NaturePlayQLD 

 

 

Amnesty International Toowoomba Group 
 

Amnesty Toowoomba is part of a global movement promoting and defending human rights and 
dignity. 
 
 

 

In our local community we implement Amnesty campaigns such as: 

• Safety for refugees who are forced to flee their homelands to escape war, genocide, torture and 
persecution 

• Ending the unequal treatment of Indigenous children in the justice system – the “Community is Everything” 
campaign 

• Abolishing the death penalty world-wide 

• Acting on behalf of individuals in crisis, such as prisoners of conscience and victims of torture. 

• Ending child labour in the production of palm oil. 
 

Examples of our campaign actions in Toowoomba: 

• We partnered with Toowoomba Regional Council and 4 community organisations to 
present Freedom Stories, a film giving a positive view of refugee achievements. We 
also joined a vigil to mark four years of the camps on Nauru and Manus Island 
(#EvacuateNow). 

• We partnered with local Indigenous services in a Round Table with our federal MP to 
urge the Government to act nationally to reduce the over-representation of Indigenous 

kids in prison, especially by the support of prevention and diversion programs. We have also discussed 
this issue with State MPs. 

• We collected hundreds of signatures on a petition to end child labour on palm oil plantations. 

• We wrote letters and held a vigil for Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran, who faced the death penalty 
in Indonesia. 

• We were part of a worldwide campaign that helped get Australian journalist Peter Greste out of jail in 
Egypt. 

 

You are welcome at our meetings 
Amnesty Toowoomba has a small team of active members and many more who have joined our email news 
list or follow us on Facebook. Our active members meet once a month at 5.30 pm on the third Thursday of the 
month at the Dr Price Room, 6 Little Street, Toowoomba.  
 

https://www.natureplayqld.org.au/
mailto:cate@natureplayqld.org.au
http://www.natureplayqld.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/NaturePlayQLD


11  
 

We welcome new members. If you are interested in joining our team or our mailing list, please contact us by 
email aitoowoomba@gmail.com or phone 0408 060 474. We need your ideas on how to promote human rights 
in the Toowoomba community. 
 

 
 

Resources 
 

Website Summaries 
By Ali Briggs, HOPE member (Qld) 

 

Eco-Business: Asia Pacific's Sustainable Business Community 
 

Eco-Business describes itself as the “leading media organisation serving 
Asia Pacific's clean technology, smart cities, responsible business and 

sustainable development community.” Indeed, their website is a wealth of information with stories covering all 
manner of environmental, ecological and sustainable news events. The journalism is of the highest quality 
and award winning. 
 

Subscription (free) is available to Eco-business's newsletters with a choice of a Weekly Newsletter or Daily 
Digest. These newsletters will deliver links and summaries of many interesting articles to your inbox, e.g. - 
"How to win the climate wars - talk about local 'pollution' not global warming"; or “Taronga Zoo champions 
sustainable palm oil”. 
 

To subscribe to Eco-Business's free newsletter, follow this link: Subscribe Here. Samples of the newsletters 
available can also be viewed at this link. 
 

 

Future Earth: research for global sustainability. 
 

Future Earth, launched in 2015, is “a major international research platform 
providing the knowledge and support to accelerate transformations to a 
sustainable world.” (www.futureearth.org) 

 

Their website highlights news, events and research relating to their mission of advancing Global Sustainability 
Science and invites people to “Join the Discussion on our Blog”. 
 

For regular updates you are invited to subscribe (free) to their monthly newsletter here and read past 
newsletters here . They also have a magazine, Anthropocene Magazine (click here), which features news 
stories such as “Climate effects of giving up meat depend on how you slice it.” 
 

 

Land for Wildlife (South East Queensland) 
“Working with landholders to create habitat for our 
wildlife” 
 

Many of us will be familiar with Land for Wildlife, having seen the iconic “Land for Wildlife” sign on various 
rural property fences or gates. The organisation has more the 7000 members in South East Queensland and 
is part of a network of other Land for Wildlife groups across Australia and New Zealand. Most members are 
private landholders who live on their properties but membership also includes some weekenders, schools, 
golf courses and government corporations. To be eligible you must own a property in South East Queensland 
with bushland on it, or be prepared to re-instate bushland. 
 

Membership is free and would involve a one-on-one visit by your local Land for Wildlife Officer. This is so that 
they can help you develop a plan for your property which integrates nature conservation with other activities 
or business on your property (e.g. residential / grazing / tourism).  
 

Even if becoming a member of Land for Wildlife isn't for you, the website might be. It has information and 
stories in topics such as Plants, Wildlife, Water, and Soil, Fungi & Fire. Did you know that there are just 500 
described species of Jumping Spiders in Australia but a possible 3000-5000 in existence? Well you do now, 
and that gem of information is just one interesting tid-bit gleamed from the Land for Wildlife South East 
Queensland website: www.lfwseq.org.au  
 

 

mailto:aitoowoomba@gmail.com
http://www.eco-business.com/opinion/how-to-win-the-climate-wars-talk-about-local-pollution-not-global-warming/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=August%2030%20newsletter&utm_content=August%2030%20newsletter+Version+B+CID_f67f539779503b9abd121b9b1e8df051&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=How%20to%20win%20the%20climate%20wars%20%20talk%20about%20local%20pollution%20not%20global%20warming
http://www.eco-business.com/news/taronga-zoo-champions-sustainable-palm-oil/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=August%2030%20newsletter&utm_content=August%2030%20newsletter+Version+B+CID_f67f539779503b9abd121b9b1e8df051&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Taronga%20Zoo%20champions%20sustainable%20palm%20oil
http://www.eco-business.com/news/taronga-zoo-champions-sustainable-palm-oil/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=August%2030%20newsletter&utm_content=August%2030%20newsletter+Version+B+CID_f67f539779503b9abd121b9b1e8df051&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Taronga%20Zoo%20champions%20sustainable%20palm%20oil
http://www.eco-business.com/newsletters/subscribe/
http://www.futureearth.org/
http://futureearth.us9.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=e8caa56032e4089b1acc045ba&id=53def20e3a
http://www.futureearth.org/future-earth-products
http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/
http://www.lfwseq.org.au/

