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The following items have been gathered from various e- 
newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or 
prepared specifically by HOPE members and supporters. 
If you have any news to contribute, please forward to  
office@hopeaustralia.org.au.  
 
Deadline for articles is 15

th
 day of the month. If you would 

like to discuss news items displayed or have letters for the 
editor please contact the office or Kerry Kruger. 

 

Hello 
Lots of events are happening around the 
country this month and they are summarised 
here. Most of this newsletter is devoted to the 
C20 or Civil Society 20 because it is actively 
engaging Australian citizens in issues 
important to our global economy so that prior 
to the G20, which will be held in Brisbane later 
this year, Australian citizens have an outlet to 
voice their concerns. The four position papers 
are now online and are well worth reading. It is 
still possible to register to attend the C20 
Summit, which will be held 20-21 June at 
Melbourne University. 
 
Kerry Kruger, Newsletter Editor 
 

 
 

Kitchen conversations 
In an effort to connect more regularly with our 
‘local’ HOPE members and friends, we have 
started a monthly morning tea program. The 
morning teas are held on the 2

nd
 Monday of 

the month, starting around 10am at the HOPE 
office, 22 Vacy St, Toowoomba. 

 
 

Calendar of events 
JUNE 

 Red Nose Day (link is external) - 28
th
 

JULY 

 NAIDOC Week (link is external) - 6th 
to 13th 

 World Population Day (link is external) 
- 11

th
 

 14 – HOPE Public Forum – Clean Air 
Queensland presentation,7.30pm-
9.30pm, Dr Price Room, Little St, 
Toowoomba 

 Schools Tree Day (link is external) - 
25th 

 National Tree Day (link is external) - 
27th 

AUGUST 

 Jeans for Genes Day (link is external) 
- 1st 

 International Day for World Indigenous 
Peoples (link is external) - 9

th
 

 HOPE info display at Toowoomba 
Languages & Cultures Festival, 
Queens Park, Toowoomba 

 International Youth Day (link is 
external) - 12th 

 National Science Week (link is 
external) - 16th to 24th 

 World Humanitarian Day (link is 
external) - 19th 

 Keep Australia Beautiful Week (link is 
external) - 19th to 25

th
 

 HOPE info display at U3A Seniors 
Expo, Humeridge Church, Hume St, 
Toowoomba 

 
 
  

"Unless someone like you cares a 

whole awful lot, 

Nothing is going to get better. It's 

not." 

— Dr. Seuss, from The Lorax 

 

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment
http://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
mailto:kerry.krgr51@gmail.com
http://www.rednoseday.com.au/about-red-nose-day/
http://www.naidoc.org.au/
http://www.unfpa.org/public/world-population-day
http://treeday.planetark.org/schools/
http://treeday.planetark.org/about/
http://www.jeansforgenes.org.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/youthday/
http://www.scienceweek.net.au/
http://www.scienceweek.net.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanitarianday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanitarianday/
http://kab.org.au/keep-australia-beautiful-week/
http://kab.org.au/keep-australia-beautiful-week/
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Office News Report  
 
Hello there, 
 

Our fourth Celebrating Our Environment 
(COE) Expo held on Wednesday 4 June at the 
University of Southern Queensland (USQ, 
Toowoomba wasn’t as successful as we 
hoped it might be with visitor numbers well 
down on previous years. 
 

On the positive side, USQ partnered HOPE in 
staging this year’s event and their in-kind 
contribution was providing venue space free of 
charge. We had 15 environmental information 
displays; 5 trade exhibitors; 4 demonstration 
activities; an afternoon Speakers Program (6 
guest presenters); and a Multi-draw Raffle with 
18 prizes totalling $1,800. 
 

A big thanks to all who contributed to the event 
- working group members, volunteers, 
exhibitors, trade exhibits, demonstrators, 
speakers and donors of raffle prizes. 
 

Feedback from participants and the working 
group were discussed at length at the COE 
Expo debriefing meeting held on 9 June. 
 

The HOPE management committee concluded 
that the Expo event would be dropped for 
2015; and that we focus on smaller projects; 
alongside our usual commitment to support 
local and regional events.  
 

Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., 

ph 07 4639 2135, office@hopeaustralia.org.au 
 

 

Public Forums Calendar 
 14 July – Clean Air Queensland, Michael 

Kane 

 11 Aug – QMDC (Queensland Murray-
Darling Committee), Shelley Purser 

 9 Sept – Condamine Catchment 
Community Exchange, Janet Bishop; and 
HOPE Ordinary Meeting 

 13 Oct – Basic Chook Care, Ian Simons 

 10 Nov – Social Justice Commission 
(Toowoomba Diocese), Mark Copland 

 8 Dec –HOPE AGM; and 1
st
 Ordinary 

Meeting for 2014-2015 
 
Forums are held on the 2

nd
 Monday of the 

month, 7.30pm to 9.30pm at the Dr Price 
Room, Little St, Toowoomba 
 
To reserve your place at one or more of the 
forums, please contact us on phone 4639 
2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au . 
 

Date Claimers 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN CLIMATE 
ACTION SUMMIT, 19-21 SEPT 2014, 

BRISBANE, QLD - 
(http://climatesummit.org.au/)  

This summit will be held at Queensland 
University of Technology, Brisbane from the 
19

th
–21

st
 of September. The summit will help 

to write the new narrative of innovative and 
regenerative solutions to move beyond the 
“business as usual” response to climate 
change. It will be held at the beautiful Gardens 
Point campus situated in Brisbane’s city centre 
alongside the City Botanic Gardens and the 
Brisbane River. Information on programme, 
tickets etc. will be available shortly. 
 

NATIONAL CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
CONFERENCE, 30 SEPT – 2 OCT 2014, 

GOLD COAST -  (www.nccarf.edu.au),  

30 September–2 October 2014 | Gold Coast 
NCCARF in partnership with CSIRO will hold 
the climate change adaptation conference over 
three days at the Gold Coast Convention & 
Exhibition Centre, Queensland 
 
Advertisement 

USQ Works - The Works 

provides a professional and 
friendly environment to begin 
an active lifestyle. We offer an 
extensive free weights area, 
large cardio area, skills zone 
area, crèche and a variety of 
classes as well as Personal 
Trainers to assist you with 
your fitness and health needs. 
With our qualified staff, our 
aim is to provide you with all 

the assistance you need to get you motivated and 
achieving your goals. Here at The Works, we 
understand people face challenges and have 
extremely busy lives, we are here to guide and 
motivate you 100% of the way whether that be a 24 
hour gym, personalised programs reflective of your 
goals or nutritional support. In addition to our 
memberships, we also offer personal training, Boot 
Camps and Corporate Packages. Our aim is to 
provide our members with the highest quality 
service to ensure everybody’s needs are catered 
for. We pride ourselves in our supportive friendly 
team who will guide you through your journey… 
It’s time to get started, come on in to meet our 
friendly team and begin your journey to a better 
you. 
 

 

 
  

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://climatesummit.org.au/
http://www.nccarf.edu.au/
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Feature Articles 
 

C20 Australia 2014 - 

http://www.c20.org.au/  
 
The C20 (or ‘Civil Society 20’) is a platform for 
dialogue between the political leaders of G20 
countries and representatives of civil society 
organisations. Through the C20, civil society 
can have a say in the discussions shaping our 
global economy. 
 

A summary of recently released reports are 
listed below:  
 

C20 Position Paper: Climate and 
Sustainability  
Climate change and the unsustainable use of 
natural resources pose fundamental risks to 
the global economy. The longer we delay an 
effective international response, the greater 
and more costly these risks become. If G20 
members are serious about building a 
sustainable, equitable and resilient global 
economy they must be prepared to tackle 
these challenges head on and without delay.  
In 2014 the G20 has an opportunity to show 
true leadership by ensuring national and global 
economic settings are consistent with the goal 
of avoiding dangerous climate change and 
building climate-resilient societies, as well as 
facilitating a shift to the sustainable use of 
natural resources.  
 

Priority recommendations for the C20 
Summit to consider:  
1. End government support for fossil fuels 
and boost investment in renewable energy 
and energy efficiency.  
2. Commit G20 finance ministers to 
developing a Climate Finance Roadmap to 
be adopted in 2015.  
3. Re-balance investments in agriculture to 
support sustainable small-scale farming.  
 

C20 position paper: Governance  
Transparent and accountable governance 
facilitates the effective use and control of 
resources in support of national development 
plans. Clean, transparent systems facilitate 
mutual legal assistance, reduce waste, 
improve efficiency, and can facilitate due 
diligence from multiple stakeholders.  
A commitment by G20 leaders to Open Data 
would ensure data can be easily accessed, 
analysed, shared, compared and combined 
across countries and across the flow of public 
resources. By rising to this challenge the G20 
will generate information that businesses, 
governments and citizens can use to make 

better decisions about how to invest their 
resources. To promote open government and 
enable people to follow the money, the G20 
should make a commitment to Open Data 
as a common thread across the G20 Agenda 
while making sure that data is open and 
interoperable.  
 

Priority recommendations for the C20 
Summit to consider:  
1. G20 Leaders should commit to 
addressing lack of beneficial ownership 
information through public registries of 
beneficial owners of companies, 
foundations, trusts, and similar legal 
structures with adequate safeguards.  
2. G20 Leaders should effectively address 
loopholes in the international tax system 
through an inclusive and transparent 
process, ensuring developing countries 
benefit from these tax reforms.  
3. G20 leaders should curb corruption by 
ensuring that governments are open and 
transparent, by increasing transparency in 
the extractive industries and by ramping up 
efforts to combat foreign bribery. 
Supporting and protecting whistleblowers 
to identify corruption and illegal activity is 
crucial.  
 

C20 position paper: Inclusive Growth 
and Employment  
The C20 believes that growth should not be an 
end in itself, must be balanced against long-
term sustainability issues, and should not be at 
the expense of any sector of the population, 
particularly those most vulnerable. Inclusive 
growth means not only greater labour force 
participation, but that all citizens can share in 
the benefits of growth. The G20 must reaffirm 
its commitment made under the Russian 
presidency to pursue sustainable, balanced 
and inclusive growth, and ensure that all 
actions are evaluated against the inclusive 
impact they will have. G20 nations should 
publically report progress against their 
sustainable growth actions ahead of the 
Employment or Finance Ministers meetings in 
September 2014.  
 

Priority recommendations for the C20 
Summit to consider:  
1. G20 members should develop tailored 
and specific strategies and set ambitious 
but reasonable goals to ensure the 
participation of vulnerable groups 
including women and youth: taking action 
to ensure that children are not subject to 
exploitative labour practices.  
2. G20 leaders should agree to adopt 
country action plans to invest in education, 

http://www.c20.org.au/


HOPE E-news Bulletin 2014 #6 --- 16 June 2014 

 4 

training and local job creation strategies, to 
be delivered through partnerships between 
government, private sector, labour, civil 
society and Indigenous organisations.  
3. G20 members should commit to good-
faith participation in the UN-led process to 
reach.  
 

C20 position paper: Infrastructure  

Demand for infrastructure investment is rising 
to meet the needs of a growing, ageing and 
increasingly urbanized population. The 
sustainable and socially responsible 
development of infrastructure can drive an 
inclusive growth agenda, but only if the 
benefits of infrastructure investment are 
shared in a way that reduces inequality and 
stimulates economic and community 
development. 
 

Priority recommendations for the C20 
Summit to consider:  
1. The G20 should adopt infrastructure 
project monitoring & evaluation, 
prioritization and planning frameworks at 
country and sub-regional levels to drive 
inclusive and sustainable growth that 
achieves a triple bottom line.  
2. The G20 should call on public and 
private finance institutions to adopt more 
robust safeguard policies and decision-
making practices, including ‘upstream’ 
participatory project identification and 
design, ‘downstream’ robust safeguards 
around planning, construction and 
operation, and recourse mechanisms.  
3. The Brisbane Action Plan should include 
a statement of neutrality with respect to 
investment financing arrangements, 
evaluating options on a Value For Money 
approach, rather than defaulting to Public-
Private Partnerships.  
 

Full copies of reports may be downloaded at 
http://www.c20.org.au/resources/ 

 

 
Brisbane Community Information Forum, 

2 May 2014 

 

 
Well, it has already been an extraordinary year 
for the lock the gate movement across 
Australia, even though we are still only half 
way through it! 
 
There have been some incredible successes - 
the NSW Government has suspended plans 
by Metgasco to drill for gas at Bentley in the 
Northern Rivers, the Victorian Government has 
postponed plans for gas drilling at Seaspray 
and elsewhere in the state, and the Qld Land 
Court has handed down a landmark ruling 
about the impacts of coal mining on water 
resources. 
 
Communities across the country have 
displayed incredible courage, creativity and 
determination, whilst the mining industry has 
been exposed pursing some pretty nasty, 
underhanded tactics. 
 
We have now moved to quarterly newsletters, 
so expect the LockDown to arrive in your inbox 
every three months from here on in. There has 
been so much happening, that we've just 
pulled out a few of the key highlights here to 
share with you. Enjoy! And don't forget you 
can keep an eye on upcoming events here. 
 

Northern Territory 
News that Santos are undertaking exploratory 
drilling in the area around Uluru has sparked 
outrage in the Red Centre. More than 120 
people turned out to a public meeting in Alice 
Springs and formed a new group to fight 
fracking in the area, raising concerns about 
threats to groundwater aquifers that they rely 
on for drinking water, and risks to important 
cultural landscapes and the tourism industry. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.c20.org.au/resources/
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/calendar?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=1
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fnational-affairs%2Ffears-of-fracking-within-cooee-of-uluru%2Fstory-fn59niix-1226920724253&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=2&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
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South Australia 
The movement against fracking in the rich 
farmlands of south-east South Australia is 
growing at a tremendous speed. The 
Limestone Coast Protection Alliance has 
formed and is going strong, with a raft of public 
meetings and protests over the last few 
months, and a strong and co-ordinated 
community campaign well underway. The Mt 
Gambier Council has recently stepped in and 
called for a moratorium on unconventional gas 
drilling in the region. 
 

Victoria 
The powerful grassroots Gasfield Free 
movement in Victoria continues to grow at a 
rapid pace, in both Gippsland and Western 
Victoria. The Victorian Government recently 
stepped in and extended the fracking 
moratorium to apply to all onshore 
unconventional gas drilling. This was a 
massive victory for the community of Seaspray 
and means that plans by Lakes Oil to drill in 
their community are now on hold. This 
outcome is a credit to the hard work of many 
groups and particularly the Gippsland Alliance, 
Friends of the Earth and Quit Coal. 
 

New South Wales 
There has been incredible courage on display 
in north-west NSW, as the bull-dozers moved 
in to destroy the priceless Leard Forest and 
tree top protestors hung suspended from the 
canopy for five days. With the stroke of a pen, 
the NSW Planning Department had changed 
the rules to allow clearing of the forest during 
winter - a time when hibernating animals are 
likely to be killed in their sleep as the big trees 
fall. News that the coal industry has sent in 
spies to infiltrate the peaceful protest camp 
have added to the shock and dismay felt by 
the local community. The situation is 
desperate and the camp is calling for support –  
 

WILL YOU SHOW UP? 
The Northern Rivers community is still 
celebrating after the NSW Government 
suspended plans for drilling at Bentley, just 
west of Lismore, due to failures of community 
consultation. However, instead of admitting 
their failures and responding to the 
overwhelming community opposition, gas 
driller Metgasco has instead chosen to take 
the NSW Government to court. Stay tuned for 
more information as this saga unfolds. 
 
In an Australian first, a farming group in north-
west NSW have recently launched legal 
proceedings to force CSG company Santos to 
produce all of the information it holds relating 

to possible contamination of two water bores 
on a farmers property, south of Narrabri. To 
see a snapshot of the impacts of CSG, have a 
look at our grim pictorial history of drilling in 
the Pilliga here.  
 

 
 

Queensland 
Landholders in the Galilee Basin were relieved 
to finally get a judgement in the Alpha Coal 
Mine case earlier this year. The Land Court 
judge ruled that the groundwater assessments 
for the mine were inadequate and concluded 
that the Queensland Government should either 
reject the mine outright or put in place strict 
conditions to protect water resources. Now the 
wait is on to see how the Qld Government will 
respond. 
 
The Brisbane community has been getting 
active on coal dust issues - public meetings 
are underway and there has been a citizens 
science project to monitor air quality and 
particulate pollution from uncovered coal trains 
travelling through the city to the port.  This 
coincided with the release of the National 
Pollutant Inventory which found that Australia's 
air quality has declined markedly in the past 
decade and that coal mining is the biggest 
source of harmful airborne particulates. 
 
Meanwhile, two very damaging open cut coal 
proposals in Central Qld have been under the 
spotlight. The Carmichael Mine would be the 
largest mine in Australia, comprising six open-
cut pits and up to five underground mines, 
ranging over 200 square kilometres. It 
threatens the beautiful Carmichael River and 
unique mound springs, and the Independent 
Expert Scientific Committee has raised major 
concerns about the impacts it will have on 
water resources. Similarly, the proposed 
Rolleston Coal expansion threatens beautiful 
wetlands and rich farmlands in the foothills of 
the Carnarvon Gorge. See the stunning 
images here. 
 
 

http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.protectlimestonecoast.org.au%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=3&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.protectlimestonecoast.org.au%2Fmount-gambier-council-adopts-anti-fracking-stance%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=4&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fmining-energy%2Fvictoria-extends-ban-to-onshore-fracking%2Fstory-e6frg9df-1226934645155&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=5&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gippslandtimes.com.au%2Fstory%2F2275420%2Fseaspray-gas-opponents-set-up-blockade-camp%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=6&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.ninemsn.com.au%2Fnational%2F2014%2F05%2F29%2F15%2F52%2Fthreatened-species-mine-plan-delusional&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=7&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.ninemsn.com.au%2Fnational%2F2014%2F05%2F29%2F15%2F52%2Fthreatened-species-mine-plan-delusional&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=7&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fcomment%2Fmaules-creek-spies-just-the-latest-example-of-the-coal-industrys-underhand-tactics-20140604-zrx0u.html&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=8&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fcomment%2Fmaules-creek-spies-just-the-latest-example-of-the-coal-industrys-underhand-tactics-20140604-zrx0u.html&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=8&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffrontlineaction.org%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=9&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.echo.net.au%2F2014%2F06%2Ffrack-rig-gig-goes-boom%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=10&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.ninemsn.com.au%2Fnational%2F2014%2F06%2F03%2F15%2F26%2Fmetgasco-launches-csg-court-action&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=11&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/farmers_take_santos_to_court_in_search_for_answers_on_bore_water_contamination?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=12
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/farmers_take_santos_to_court_in_search_for_answers_on_bore_water_contamination?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=12
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Flockthegatealliance%2Fsets%2F72157644814078323%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=13&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymercury.com.au%2Fnews%2Freject-coal-mine%2F2252995%2F&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=14&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Falpha-coal-ruling-breaks-new-ground-for-protecting-water-25426&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=15&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/morningside_residents_vote_unanimously_to_go_coal_dust_free?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=16
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/morningside_residents_vote_unanimously_to_go_coal_dust_free?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=16
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globalpost.com%2Fdispatch%2Fnews%2Fxinhua-news-agency%2F140527%2Fcoal-mining-pollution-australia-doubled-decade&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=17&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fpm%2Fcontent%2F2014%2Fs4002929.htm&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=18&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fpm%2Fcontent%2F2014%2Fs4002929.htm&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=19&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
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Western Australia 
The shale gas industry is gearing up to frack in 
Western Australia, with current proposals for 
exploratory drilling and seismic surveys in the 
Mid West, around Dongara and Jurien Bay, 
and Buru Energy seeking to frack in the 
Kimberley. Local communities are getting 
active and calling for a moratorium on fracking 
until all the risks have been properly assessed 
and important land and water resources have 
been placed off limits. 
 

National 
At a national level, the coal industry is laying 
off hundreds of workers in its attempts to 
maintain profit margins despite falling prices 
for export coal. China has flagged caps on 
greenhouse gas emissions that could lead to 
rapid drops in coal imports, South Korea is 
soon to impose a tax on imported thermal coal, 
and analysts are forecasting a likely structural 
decline in thermal coal markets due and 
demand levelling out worldwide. The boom 
has ended, and the bust may well be the start 
of a permanent decline in export coal from 
Australia. 
 
The three LNG export plants at Gladstone in 
Queensland are not yet on line, but the market 
for export gas from Australia is already 
showing vulnerabilities. The high costs of gas 
extraction, recent international deals between 
countries such as China and Russia, and 
poorer than expected well performance, 
means that companies are already pulling 
back. Origin Energy this week chose to invest 
in offshore gas rather than expand its CSG 
plans in Qld and analysts have predicted big 
problems ahead for the competitiveness of 
Australian LNG exports. 
 

 
 
Meanwhile, consumers on the east coast are 
soon to experience massive rises in the cost of 
domestic gas caused by the CSG export 
industry linking us to world prices. IPART 
documents show that gas bills will increase by 

up to $162/yr for households and $625/yr for 
businesses as a direct result of export price 
hikes. In total, rising prices will cost Australian 
households $544M/yr and industrial users 
$3.2B/yr. See our short fact sheet and some 
handy infographics here. 
 
In other news, two big European Banks have 
ruled out investing in coal terminals in the 
Great Barrier Reef, and the divestment 
movement is gaining momentum thanks to a 
strong leadership from groups such as Market 
Forces and 350. In the Federal Parliament, the 
Government has moved to hand back the 
water trigger on coal and gas mining to state 
governments, even though it has only been in 
force for one year and is crucial to the 
protection of our nationally significant water 
resources. 
 

Lock the Gate Alliance --- 

http://www.lockthegate.org.au/ 
 

 
 
 

"Let every individual and institution 
now think and act as a responsible 
trustee of Earth, seeking choices in 
ecology, economics and ethics that 
will provide a sustainable future, 
eliminate pollution, poverty and 
violence, awaken the wonder of life 
and foster peaceful progress in the 
human adventure." 
 
— John McConnell, founder of 
International Earth Day 
 

 
 
 
  

http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.miningaustralia.com.au%2Ffeatures%2F2014-mining-jobs-cut-so-far&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=20&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.miningaustralia.com.au%2Ffeatures%2F2014-mining-jobs-cut-so-far&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=20&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bloomberg.com%2Fnews%2F2014-06-05%2Fchina-coal-spending-of-21-billion-seen-risked-by-climate-rules.html&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=21&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.reuters.com%2Farticle%2F2014%2F06%2F03%2Fcoal-southkorea-idUKL3N0OK0XH20140603%3Firpc%3D932&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=22&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessspectator.com.au%2Farticle%2F2014%2F5%2F27%2Fenergy-markets%2Fbig-banks-see-bleak-future-coal%3Futm_source%3Dexact%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_content%3D768562%26utm_campaign%3Dcs_daily%26modapt%3D&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=23&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fmining-and-resources%2Frussias-mega-gas-deal-with-china-bad-news-for-australia-20140527-390wz.html&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=24&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Forigin-goes-west-in-864m-gas-play%2Fstory-e6frg8zx-1226940706762&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=25&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaustralian.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Flatest%2Faust-lng-forecasts-are-crazy-report%2Fstory-e6frg90f-1226940887703&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=26&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/csg_will_cost_you_more?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=27
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/csg_will_cost_you_more?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=27
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/csg_will_cost_you_more?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=28
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/csg_will_cost_you_more?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=29
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessspectator.com.au%2Fnews%2F2014%2F6%2F4%2Fpolicy-politics%2Fmajority-want-carbonless-bank-account-super-fund&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=30&e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/warning_on_planned_changes_to_environmental_legislation?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=31
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/warning_on_planned_changes_to_environmental_legislation?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=31
http://www.lockthegate.org.au/?e=f241635948f586fc6cf79080f00d7e9a2c9ab905&utm_source=lockthegate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=june_news_2014&n=32
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Around the Nation 
 

ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
ASSOCIATION (ATA) NEWS 

 
Sunulator for community solar 

The Sunulator is a new simulation tool from 
the ATA that assesses the economic feasibility 
of grid-connected solar systems. The 
Sunulator is free and particularly suitable for 
medium-scale community solar projects. 
Take a look at it by clicking here. 
 

 

URBAN ENVIRONMENT NEWS 

Poisoned Planet – How constant exposure 
to man-made chemicals is putting your life 
at risk 
In his new book Poisoned Planet, Julian Cribb 
alerts that man-made chemicals are creating a 
silent epidemic, but shows we have the tools 
to clean the planet up and create a healthier, 
safer future for us all. 
 

Launch of Habitat the Game 
New environmental application, Habitat the 
Game, sends kids on real-life missions to save 
virtual endangered species and reduce their 
carbon footprint. Read the media release and 
download the free app (available for iOS, 
Android and tablet devices). 
 

 

CORENA – CITIZENS OWN 
RENEWABLE ENERGY NETWORK 
AUSTRALIA INC.  

CORENA is a not-for-profit funding mechanism 
set up by and for citizens who want to ‘do 
something’ about climate change. It enables 
the public to chip in to collectively fund 
practical renewable energy projects. CORENA 
gives interest-free loans to community 
organisations to pay for renewable energy 
projects, with the loans being repaid just out of 
savings on power bills. All repayments are 
channelled straight into subsequent projects.  
 

CORENA is currently asking for contributions 
towards its second project, a 10kW solar 
installation and energy efficiency measures at 
the Gawler Community House in SA. 
 

 

Sustainable House Day, 
now managed by Enviro-
Shop Sustainability Solutions 
http://www.enviroshop.com.au/ 
is being held on 7 – 14 

September 2014. 
 
We invite your group to support this event by:  

 locating suitable housing stock in your 
community; 

 ask householders to open these houses 
for viewing by the general public; 

 register your SHD event; and 

 promote your SHD event locally. 
 
Further information on Sustainable House Day 
2014 can be found on the new website: 
http://www.sustainablehouseday.com.  
You can also join the discussion on our 
Facebook and Twitter pages. 
 
Jodie North, SHD Event Manager, ph 1300 
430 430, mobile: 0430 705 958 or email: 
Jodie.north@envirogroup.com.au .  
 

 
 

 
 
The 2014 National Environment Meeting 
held in Sydney on the 5 & 6 June was a great 
success with some 80 people participating in 
various sessions over the two days. 
 

Copies of presentations and some meeting 
papers have now been posted on the website 
and can be found here. 
 
The meeting program, speakers’ information 
and Collective Impact background papers are 
also still available via the Event Program link. 
 
The website will remain active until 15 July 
2014 after which time it will be archived. 
Please download any papers of interest prior 
to that date. 
 

 
 
 
  

http://ata.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f988b65ecd42bb1a0778c21bc&id=ef06aea5b7&e=df3dbcc370
http://ata.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f988b65ecd42bb1a0778c21bc&id=0a8753ede7&e=df3dbcc370
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=b96403f0cd&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=b96403f0cd&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=b96403f0cd&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=b4bbe05b07&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=7065883aad&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=042050f32e&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=959c5ebdb9&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=f9dce0d040&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=f9dce0d040&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=f9dce0d040&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=c6471533bc&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=99be6d7687&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=99be6d7687&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=22b495d52f&e=98a34c74fc
http://www.enviroshop.com.au/
http://www.sustainablehouseday.com/
mailto:Jodie.north@envirogroup.com.au
http://www.wwf.org.au/news_resources/2014_national_environment_meeting/
http://www.wwf.org.au/news_resources/2014_national_environment_meeting/program/
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World News 
 

IPEN (INTERNATIONAL POPS 
(PERSISTENT ORGANIC 
POLLUTANT) ELIMINATION 
NETWORK) —http://www.ipen.org/   

 

A Toxics-Free Future for All 
Established in 1998, IPEN is currently 
comprised of 700 participating organizations in 
116 countries, primarily developing and 
transition countries. IPEN brings together 
leading environmental and public health 
groups around the world to establish and 
implement safe chemicals policies and 
practices that protect human health and the 
environment around the world. 
 

Reducing and Eliminating the World’s 
Most Hazardous Chemicals 
IPEN played a critical role in shaping the first 
treaty to ban the world’s most dangerous 
chemicals – the Stockholm Convention– and 
remains influential in the implementation of this 
treaty as well as the Rotterdam and Basel 
Conventions and the recently adopted Mercury 
Treaty. IPEN identifies and advocates for 
adding new chemicals for elimination; brings 
new scientific information about harmful 
chemicals to treaty discussions; and builds the 
capacity of NGOs and governments to 
advocate for treaty provisions relevant to their 
national situations. 

 
IPEN at 10th Anniversary in India, 2008 (Photo by 
John Wickens) 

 
Promoting Stronger International 
Chemicals Standards 
IPEN raises the profile of sound chemicals 
management as an economic development 
strategy around the world; wins increased 
funding for chemical safety projects at the 
country level; exposes dangerous chemicals in 
products; and raises the profile of toxics issues 
previously not on the agenda for global 
attention, such as nanomaterials, endocrine 
disrupting chemicals, lead in paint, and toxic 
chemicals in the lifecycle of electronic 
products. 

 

Halting the Spread of Toxic Metals. 
IPEN’s Mercury-Free Campaign played a key 
role in strengthening the new global Mercury 
Treaty, adopted in 2013. IPEN’s Global Lead 
Paint Elimination Campaign is working to 
eliminate the widespread production and use 
of lead paint in developing and transition 
countries. 
 

Building a Global Toxics-Free 
Movement. 
IPEN serves a global information source for a 
wide variety of audiences: NGOs, grassroots 
organizers, scientists, health officials, 
international officials, and governments, 
among others. Its international trainings and 
capacity-building work, publications, and 
media outreach have made it a “go to” source 
for emerging information on toxic chemicals 
and wastes. 
 

 

CITIES AND BIODIVERSITY 
OUTLOOK 

The Cities and Biodiversity Outlook project 
(CBO) is the world’s first global analysis of 
how projected patterns of urban land 
expansion will impact biodiversity and crucial 
ecosystems. The CBO highlights a wide range 
of successful initiatives by cities, local 
authorities and sub-national governments in 
both developed and developing countries. 
 

 
 

Ending ecocide - www.endecocide.eu  

End Ecocide in Europe 
(http://www.endecocide.eu/) was an ECI 
(European Citizens’ Initiative) to write in 
law that ecocide, happening in European 
territory or committed by European 
companies or individuals abroad, should 
be a crime. The initiative aimed at 
collecting a million signatures from at least 
seven EU member countries within a year, 
to make the European Commission take 
action on it. Started on 22 January 2013, 
the initiative obtained ~120,000 votes one 
year after, far less than the target. 
However the voting is still going on, 
showing awareness and support from 
more and more people. 
 
Ecocide refers to human activities that 
cause environmental destruction, 

http://www.ipen.org/
http://ipen.org/toxic-priorities/mercury
http://ipen.org/projects/eliminating-lead-paint
http://ipen.org/projects/eliminating-lead-paint
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=9f1d0f830d&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=9f1d0f830d&e=98a34c74fc
http://urbanenvironmentnews.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b66ed9a04eaaa0e5202ce991c&id=7caac97140&e=98a34c74fc
http://www.endecocide.eu/
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ecosystem damage and loss of natural 
resources to such an extent that the 
survival of the inhabitants of that territory 
is endangered, which usually involves 
killing, pollution and over-exploitation. 
Ecocide used to be considered as the fifth 
crime against peace, after genocide, war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and 
crimes of aggression in the Rome Statute 
in the 1970s. Finally the Rome Statute 
only included a down-sized version of it - 
that behaviours causing widespread, long-
term and severe damage to the natural 
environment during war time are 
considered as crimes, while nothing is 
specified during peace time. Now in only a 
few countries ecocide as a crime is written 
in law, e.g. in Russia, Vietnam and some 
east European countries. 
 
The European initiative was essentially 
part of a most recent global action, 
Eradicating Ecocide 
(http://eradicatingecocide.com ), which was 

started by Polly Higgins, legal expert on 
the law of Ecocide. The idea is that a 
global legal framework should be 
established first of all, “to prioritise 
investment to flow into activities that have 
minimal or no adverse impacts on both 
people and planet” by bringing ecocide 
back into the global law system. Without 
doing this, individual countries and 
companies can only seek after short-term 
and non-sustainable benefits by their 
nature. 
 
One of the criticisms is that the 
criminalisation of ecocide could potentially 
criminalise the “whole of humanity” and 
“any business activity”, if the term is 
extrapolated too much. It is 
understandable that applicability may 
become a concern when marking off a 
true ecocide from normal human activities 
that impose slight harm to the surrounding 
environment. This might be one of the 
reasons why there weren’t enough support 
to the European initiative. However 
according to Higgins’ proposition, at least 
the category “Ascertainable ecocide” can 
be easily recognised. More efforts are 
needed to make the differentiation easier 
to be made, to get rid of this sort of 
criticisms. 

 
For more information about ecocide 
prevention, please see the websites 
introduced above. Everybody is 
encouraged to share your ideas of how we 
can work to prevent ecocide and help 
build a more sustainable human life. 
 
The article includes information from 
Wikipedia 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecocide). 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

HOPE reference library 
HOPE has a good collection of library 
reference material – both hard-copy (books, 
magazines, reports, DVDs) and electronic 
reports and newsletters. Topics include 
biodiversity, climate change, energy, Govt, 
landcare/NRM, MDB, mining, pest plants and 
animals, sustainable housing, waste and 
water. Hard-copy material is available from 
office; and electronic material is available by 
email. If you are chasing something specific, 
why not give us a call on 07 4639 2135 or 
email to office@hopeaustralia.org.au .  
 
 

Volunteers needed 
 
HOPE is looking for extra volunteers who can 
help in the following areas:  
--- Admin assistance; literature review and 
follow-up internet research; promotion and 
marketing; planning and preparing for events 
and activities; preparing media releases; and 
developing publications such as information 
sheets, guides and booklets. 
 
A fair portion of the above work would ideally 
be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba 
area) because the HOPE office is in 
Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the 
literature review, research, media and 
publications activity can be done via email. If 
you have a little bit of time to help us in any 
way, then contact the HOPE office on email 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 
4639 2135. 
 
Note:  If we can enlist a team of 3 or 4 media 
officers, then their individual contribution may 
be as little as one item every 3-4 months. 
 
 
 

http://eradicatingecocide.com/
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au

