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Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment Inc. 
PO Box 6118 – Clifford Gardens, TOOWOOMBA QLD 4350 
(22 Vacy Street, Toowoomba QLD 4350) 
Ph 07 4639 2135; Email: office@hopeaustralia.org.au   
Website: http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment   
ABN 48 036 173 161 

 

HOPE E-news Bulletin 2017 #03 --- 01 March 2017 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 

 
 

Editorial 
 

Hi everyone, 
 

It was really encouraging to have so many people support HOPE’s first Community Forum of the year! We 
had great attendance and I think everyone learned a lot from our fantastic guest speakers. Thank you to 
everyone involved. The next one will be on the 22nd of April about the importance of Queensland’s Heritage. 
Hope to see you all there! 
 

Miriam Sharp, Acting Newsletter Editor 
 

 

2017 National/International Events Calendar 
 

 2017 – International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development 
 2014-2024 – International Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 
 

March 

 3  World Wildlife Day  

 3  Schools Clean Up Day  

 5  Clean Up Australia Day  

 5-11 National Ground Water Awareness Week  

 6-8  Green Cities Conference  

 18  HOPE Picnic Social – Queens Park, Toowoomba (off Margaret St) 

 21  International Day of Forests  

 22  World Water Day  

 23  World Meteorological Day  

 25  Earth Hour  
 

April 

 8  HOPE’s National Youth Week event – Open Day at Redwood Park – including Nature Journaling 
workshops, Toowoomba 

 18  World Heritage Day  

 22  HOPE Community Forum – “The Value of Heritage to Queensland (and the Darling Downs)”, 
Toowoomba 

 22  Earth Day  
 

May 

 TBC International Composting Awareness Week  

 TBC World Migratory Bird Day  

 1-7  World Parks Week  

 8-14 National Volunteer Week  

 16-18 OZWater'17  

 17  HOPE Picnic Social -- Highfields Pioneer Village & Museum, 73 Wirraglen Rd, Highfields  

 22  International Day for Biological Diversity  
 

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.se4all.org/decade
http://www.se4all.org/decade
http://www.un.org/en/events/wildlifeday/
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-the-event/clean-up-for-schools
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-the-event/clean-up-australia-day
http://www.ngwa.org/Events-Education/awareness/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.greencities.org.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/forestsday/
http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/
http://www.wmo.int/worldmetday/
https://earthhour.org.au/home/default.aspx
http://www.gdrc.org/heritage/world-heritage-day.html
http://www.earthday.org/
http://www.compostweek.com.au/core/
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.worldurbanparks.org/en/news-events/world-parks-day
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/
http://www.ozwater.org/
https://www.cbd.int/idb/
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Office News Report --- March 2017 

 
Good morning folks, 
 

What a busy, productive month it has been for us here at the office! 
 

The planning, preparation and execution of our Ordinary Meeting (11/02), 1st Community Forum (18/2) and 
trip to Somerset Regional Gallery at Toogoolawah to view the “Bimblebox art-science-nature Exhibition” (22/2) 
were all pleasing. Individual reports on these activities are noted below. 
 

On the downside, Sue Higgins, our Secretary/Treasurer, has resigned (effective 24/2). This leaves a big gap 
on our Management Committee. So, if you can help with either of these two vacant positions, please contact 
the office on 07 4639 2135 or by email to offcie@hopeausralia.org.au . 
 

Regards, 
 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135  
 

 

Volunteers needed 
More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) – are required to help us maintain our high levels 
of activity. Volunteers are needed to help with projects, events and display activities, as well as general admin 
duties and media/publications work. We invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer some time 
and talents to help share the workload. Current vacancies include Secretary, Treasurer, Media Officers and 
Publication Team members. 
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the 
HOPE office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and publications 
activity can be done via email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE 
office on email office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
 

 

Report on Ordinary Meeting of 11 February 2017 
 

Our quarterly Ordinary Meeting was held at the home of Frank and 
Mary Ondrus – which also hosts the HOPE office. 
 

The main agenda items of the meeting were grant applications; the 
Community Forum program and proposed social activities for the year. 
 
Status of Grant applications 

 Unsuccessful: 
o Qld Gambling Community Benefit Fund (GCBF) for “new and 
replacement office computers and equipment” 

o Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) Qld’s re: Queensland Women’s Week – “Acknowledging 
the Contribution of Women of the Darling Downs to the Environment” publication 

 Successful: 
o Police Citizens Youth Club (PCYC) Qld re National Youth Week event – Open Day at Redwood Park, 

Toowoomba on Saturday 8 April 2017 –Theme: Volunteering for the Environment; with the sub-theme 
Youth Engagement in Landcare” 

 Submitted: 
o Application to federal Volunteer Grants Program to fund a workshop on Good Governance Practices 

for NGOs 
o Application to Qld Gambling Community Benefit Fund (GCBF) to fund a series of Going Solar 

Seminars 

 Pending: 
o Collaboration with Arts Council Toowoomba Inc on an Art-Science proposal as suggested by Andrew 

Nicholson (HOPE member) 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:offcie@hopeausralia.org.au
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
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Community Forum program 
HOPE has organised a series of community forums to be held at the new Toowoomba City Library on the 3rd 
Saturday afternoon of the month (where available), from 1pm to 4pm. 
 

DATE THEME SPEAKER(S) 

18 Feb 1) An Introduction to Organic Gardening 
2) Organic Pest Control - Non-toxic preparations for 

insect & disease control 
3) Healthy soils, healthy plants ... it’s that simple! 

1) Mike Wells, TAFE Horticulture 
2) Peter Macqueen, TAFE 

Horticulture 
 
3) Colin Johnson for Earthlife Pty 

Ltd 

22 Apr The Value of Heritage to Queensland (and the Darling 
Downs) 

Stephanie Keays and others 

17 
June 

Going Solar – On/Off Grid with battery storage To be confirmed 

19 Aug An Overview of Condamine Alliance (NRM / 
Landcare) - beginnings, current achievements and 
future plans 

Various staff  

21 Oct An afternoon with Jerry Coleby-Williams Jerry Coleby-Williams 

 
Social activities 
The committee has suggested that HOPE members and supporters get-together for either a lunch-time 
picnic social; and/or and a night-out, at the Toowoomba Repertory Theatre. 
 
Proposed dates and venues for the picnic socials are: 

 18 Mar, 12noon   Queens Park, East Toowoomba (entrance off Margaret St) 

 17 May, 12noon   Highfields Pioneer Village & Museum, 73 Wirraglen Rd, Highfields  

 15 July, 11am start  Peacehaven Botanic Park & Nursery, 56 Kuhls Road, Highfields 

 16 Sept, 12noon  Japanese Gardens, USQ precinct (entrance of West St, Toowoomba) 

 18 Nov, 12noon   Laurel Bank Park, Herries St, Toowoomba 
 

We would love to see you there! Please BYO picnic and chair. 
 
Toowoomba Repertory Theatre 2017 program 

Dates Title Author Genre 

April 25 - May 13 “The One Day of the Year” Alan Seymour Drama 

July 12 - 29 “The Visitors” Barney Norris Comedy 

Sept 18 - 23 
Festival of One-Act Plays 

Play Writing Competition Performances 
TBA TBA 

Nov 8 - 25 “Don’t Dress for Dinner” Marc Camoletti Comedy 

We are keen to organise group bookings (of 10 or more people) to attend one or more of the Toowoomba 
Repertory Theatre productions scheduled for 2017.  
 

The Repertory Theatre is located at 94 Margaret St, Toowoomba and tickets may be purchased from the 
booking office Friday – Sunday, 11am to 3pm.  
 

Phone 07 4632 8058 or go to www.toowoombarepertorytheatre.com.au/html/box_office.html  
 

Cost: Adults $22.00 | Concession $16.00  
Ticket includes a light supper and a complementary pre-show wine.  
 

Doors open from 7pm, curtain is at 7.30 pm sharp! 
 

 

Wanted – Photocopy paper 
HOPE has used up its current stock of photocopy paper and we are asking our members and supporters to donate a 
ream or two of A4 photocopy paper. Donations of paper can be left on the table in the carport at 22 Vacy St, 
Toowoomba.  
 

Alternately, cash or cheque donations can be made online at http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/ or 
posted to HOPE Inc., PO Box 6118 -Clifford Gardens Toowoomba QLD 4350.  

 

http://www.toowoombarepertorytheatre.com.au/html/-the_one_day_of_the_year-.html
http://www.toowoombarepertorytheatre.com.au/html/box_office.html
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
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Report on 1st Community Forum, 18 February 2017 
 

HOPE’s 1st community forum for 2017 entitled 
“Gardening – the natural, organic way” was held at the 
Toowoomba City Library on Saturday, 18 February 
2017. 
 

Fifty home gardeners were treated to a gardening 
master class at a community forum in Toowoomba on 
Saturday, 18 February. Forum convenors, 
Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment 
(HOPE) Inc. provided opportunities for audience 
participation through a question and answer session at 
the conclusion of each speaker's presentation. 
 

TAFE horticulture teacher and newspaper garden 
columnist Mike Wells spoke first with an overview of organic gardening principles of working closely with 
nature and avoiding the use of harmful toxic chemicals. Mike explained the importance of developing healthy 
garden soils as a key ingredient for growing strong plants and for the creation of attractive and healthy 
gardens. The use of compost for the recycling of organic material for use in improving garden soil was 
recommended and mention was made of a growing number of certified organic fertilisers and soil improvers 
that are now available to gardeners.  Regular observation of the garden was another important, AND pleasant 
task for the conscientious gardener to adopt, for detecting early signs of potential problems. It may be the 
appearance of weeds, some scale starting to take hold or a shrub that needs a trim. Early intervention will 
make it easier to get on top of the problem before it takes hold. 
 

Peter McQueen, another experienced TAFE horticulturist and teacher took us on another interesting journey 
through the world of garden insects and other life forms, many of which are the gardeners’ friends; and play a 
crucial role in controlling the proliferation of pest species. Peter correctly pointed out that toxic pesticides that 
destroy pests also kill our beneficial helpers that feed on or parasitise the pests. Without the bees and other 
insects to pollinate our food and ornamental plants we would be in big trouble so the message is to protect 
the beneficial ladybirds, dragon flies, small predatory wasps and beetles, lacewings and myriad of other 
insects needed to maintain a natural balance; not to mention our friendly mantids, stick insects, spiders , 
lizards and frogs. So the message was clear - toxic insecticides and other harmful garden products do more 
harm than good. Let the buyer beware. 
 

Copies of Mike & Peter’s powerpoint presentations will be available shortly on the HOPE website at 
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/resources/sundry-external/ . 
 

The final community consultation session involved two representatives of the local firm Earthlife Pty Ltd, 
founder and general manager Colin Purcell and sales manager Colin Johnson. Earthlife produces a range of 
soil conditioners in the form of crushed rock minerals blended with beneficial microbe and fungal strains, 
enzymes and organic acids. Colin Johnson explained how their products remineralise soils, a process that 
greatly benefits Australian soils which generally mineral deficient. Johnson continued the theme that healthy 
soils produce healthy plants which are less prone to attack by insects that tend to focus on weaker plants. 
Johnson explained that he is himself a keen gardener and plantsman. His six acre garden consisted of 
compacted clay based soil which was remineralised prior to planting, a process which he claims was highly 
successful and made it unnecessary to add gypsum to the soil to counter its heavy clay nature. On questioning 
him after the meeting of his claim to successfully grow a range of Australian native plants, I was assured that 
his garden includes a range of Banksias and Grevilleas, many species of which do not favour clay based soils. 
For more information on Earthlife mineral products go to www.earthlife.com.au or free call 1800 819 003. 
 

Mike Wells 
TAFE Horticulture 

 
Peter Macqueen 

TAFE Horticulture 

 
Colin Johnson 

Sales – Earthlife P/L 

 
Colin Purnell 

Owner – Earthlife P/L 

 

 

http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/resources/sundry-external/
http://www.earthlife.com.au/
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Report on Bimblebox art-science-nature Exhibition, Toogolawah 
 
On Wednesday 22 February, a party of 4 HOPE members visited the Somerset Regional Art Gallery – The 
Condensery in Toogoolawah to view the Bimblebox art-science-nature Exhibition. 
 

Each of us came away with a huge appreciation of the artworks and the stories behind those works. 
 

A worthwhile adventure – both the exhibition and the enjoyable drive, with sociable conversation. 
 

   
The Condensery, Toogoolawah    Andrew and Frank sharing their thoughts on the exhibition. 

 

 
For information on the Bimblebox Nature Refuge visit http://bimblebox.org/  
For more information about Bimblebox art-science-nature Exhibition visit www.bimbleboxexhibition.com  
 

 
 

Feature Articles 
Overview of Landcare Australia’s Youth Engagement Program 
Written by Alli Taylor, HOPE volunteer (Qld) 

The Landcare movement is one of the biggest environmental management groups within Australia1. Their key 
goal is to not only engage those who already have a passion for sustainability and productivity of our land, but 
the entire community1. It is imperative to actively care for the land and clean water, which fundamentally 
sustains us. To do this, a keystone aspect of their effort is working from the bottom-up principle, meaning it 
starts at the base level within the community1. When several community members with common objectives 
notice a local environmental issue that needs to be resolved, and connect to make it happen a Landcare group 
has thus begun1. Groups set their own agenda, work on their projects as often as they like, choose their own 
sites, and can apply for funding from a range of sources to support their work including local, state, and federal 
government and Landcare Australia1. 

The necessity to connect to one another and work towards the common goal of restoring our natural 
surroundings is not only integral to a better and brighter future, but for the most part, integral to our personal 
development and happiness. For most of us, what gives us true satisfaction in life, are the relationships with 
one another and feeling the sense of ‘belonging’. Truly feeling like we are not alone helps to provide us with 
comfort and peace of mind in the face of a changing climate3. There are many benefits to being amongst 
nature and getting involved in Landcare or any other social group/event that works towards restoration. Some 
of these benefits include; belonging to a community and feeling refreshed (as outdoor groups and events 
facilitate the ability to socialise with like-minded people), gaining a sense achievement, and feeling relaxed 
and less stressed2.  

Landcare Australia’s Youth Engagement Program is aimed at those between the ages of 18-35 and their 
website (https://landcareaustralia.org.au/our-programme/youth-engagement/) provides an excellent “How To 
Kit” if you would like to start a local Landcare community within your area. It also helps to provide with tips on 
how to connect and engage with others who also have similar interests. Being involved in Landcare is all about 
having fun, and by combining what you love doing with helping preserve the outdoor environment you enjoy, 
it can only be a win-win situation1.  
Responsible Runners is an example of a local landcare group that aids to clean up marine debris off our 
beautiful Australian beaches. The intention is to meet at a local beach each week for a fun and fit 30-minute 
clean-up where anyone is welcome (and don’t worry, you don’t necessarily need to run!). Volunteers are then 

http://bimblebox.org/
http://www.bimbleboxexhibition.com/
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/our-programme/youth-engagement/
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encouraged to help sort out recyclables and collect data for Tangaroa Blue’s Australian Marine Debris 
Initiative. Another group, Intreprid Landcare has been up and running in the Illawarra region NSW, which 
ventures out once a month to participate in several different kinds of bush-care and regenerative projects. 
These projects can be anything from creek restoration, bush regeneration, tree planting, seed collection, weed 
removal, and fencing, to vegetation and weed mapping, and wildlife monitoring activities. To make things even 
more exciting, these activities are usually paired with some sort of outdoor adventure activity such as hiking, 
swimming, kayaking, and exploring caves and often exploring places that wouldn’t normally be visited. 

We must remind ourselves that nature, wildlife, rivers, forests, people, and oceans are a part of an 
interconnected community of living things3.  Will you stand up and as Mahatma Gandhi quotes “Be the change 
you wish to see in the world”? 

1. Our Impact, Landcare Australia (cited: https://landcareaustralia.org.au/about/our-impact/)  
2. Peacock, J., Hine, R., Pretty, J., (2007), The mental health benefits of green exercise activities, and green 
care, Centre for Environment and Society, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Essex, 
Wivenhoe Park, Colchester.  
3. Australian Conservation Society, (2016), Changing the Story: The power of words, Habitat, Vol. 44, No. 2. 
 

 

THE BENEFITS AND, WELL, BENEFITS TO EFFECTIVE RECYCLING IN AUSTRALIA 
 
 

Plastic trash is a problem all over the world. Many 
bottles and cans do get recycled, but billions don’t, so 
they end up in landfill, on our beaches, in our oceans, 
parks and other public spaces. 
 
In Australia, around 15 billion drink bottles and cans are 
consumed every year and fewer than half of these are 
recycled. Every single minute in Australia 15,000 bottles 
and cans are littered or thrown into landfill. 
 

 
Many countries like Germany, Norway, Finland and Canada, states throughout the USA, as well as South 
Australia, have found a way to keep recycling rates at over 90% by offering a simple refund on bottles and 
cans returned at cost efficient “reverse vending machines” scattered around towns and cities. 
 
So why can’t the rest of Australia follow suit? The trouble is, some parts of the Australian beverage industry 
are actively campaigning against this scheme, saying it’s “too complicated” and expensive for consumers. 

Here are the facts you need to know: 

 It is not a tax. It’s a fully refundable 10 cent deposit returned to consumers when they give back their 
used bottles and cans for recycling. And overhead costs in a modern scheme are more than paid for 
by unredeemed deposits and the sale of the recycled materials. 

 Councils and taxpayers will save money. An independent study has shown that councils could be 
$183 million better off under a national Cash for Containers scheme. That means more money for 
other council services. 

 Recycling rates will rise. Cash for Containers schemes lead to rates of recycling of 80-95% and 
above. South Australia’s rate is nearly twice that of the rest of the country. No other recycling system 
around the world is proven to achieve this. 

 Litter and plastic pollution will fall. Groups like Clean Up Australia who are dedicated to cleaning 
up litter have repeatedly seen that litter rates of bottles and cans are much, much lower in South 
Australia. This includes less rubbish on our beaches which ends up in our oceans. 

 Not all industry is opposed. Coca-Cola and its industry group the Australian Food and Grocery 
Council (AFGC) are vocal in their opposition to Cash for Containers. But other beverage companies 
have actively supported the scheme in South Australia and Northern Territory, including companies 
like Fosters and Diageo. 

 It would be a massive boost for the recycling industry. Recycling companies expect to invest 
$500 million dollars and create 3,000 jobs in Australia if Cash for Containers goes national.  

https://landcareaustralia.org.au/about/our-impact/
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/key-initiatives/container-deposits
http://www.cleanup.org.au/au/Whatelsewesupport/container-desposit-snapshot.html
http://www.cleanup.org.au/files/national-final.pdf
http://www.envirobank.com.au/news/international-investment-australian-recycling
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 Fewer animals will die of starvation. The link here mightn’t be as clear, but two-thirds of Australian 
seabirds are affected by plastic pollution and around 25% of this comes from the beverage industry. 
Seabirds, turtles and some whales mistake bottle tops and other bits of floating plastic debris for food, 
so when they swallow too much their stomachs are too full of plastic to ingest real food. They literally 
starve to death on a full stomach 

 

 

Advertising Rates 
HOPE is keen to raise some much-needed revenue through the introduction of paid advertising in our 
newsletter. 
 

At this stage, we are offering business card sized adverts for $30 + $3 GST per edition; OR $300 + $30 GST 
for a full year. 
 

If interested, please send your advert to office@hopeaustrlia.org.au and your payment to HOPE Inc., PO Box 
6118 – Clifford Gardens, Toowoomba QLD 4350. 
 

(Direct debit banking details available on request.)  

 

 
 

Queensland News 
 
Emotional heat and light on renewables Trumping an informed energy debate 
 
Peak conservation group Queensland Conservation Council has called for an urgent injection of rational 
discussion on climate action, rather than continuing with the emotional heat and light around renewables that 
we have seen rekindled in Queensland and nationally. 
 
Despite the overwhelming body of scientific analysis about the realities of climate change, and the impacts it 
is already having being abundantly evident in the form of record temperatures and huge wildfires across 
Australia, the Queensland Conservation Council is disappointed that current political and public debates about 
energy appear completely divorced from an informed focus on how to tackle climate change. 
 
“The broad community expects our politicians to base policy on the evidence and on rational analysis”, said 
Queensland Conservation Council head Dr Tim Seelig. 
 
“Sadly, what’s most evident right now is that emotional heat and light debate about renewable energy is 
trumping what ought to be an informed, science-based rational discussion on climate action. 
 
“We appear to have too many ‘Neros’ in our political system: happy to ignore reality while our ‘Rome’ 
burns…quite literally in some places. 
 
“Australia’s energy debate has once again descended into a political dog-fight, which helps no-one other than 
existing interests connected to dirty traditional power generation. 
 
“If Queensland and the rest of Australia are to avoid more catastrophic climate change, which will directly 
threaten the natural environment, the economy and our lifestyles, then we all need to get serious about climate 
action. 
 
“The case is clear about the need to shift to renewable energy as a way of reducing carbon emissions and 
building domestic energy securing for the long term. 
 
“The economics are also clear that the longer we delay swift action on energy transformation, the more painful 
and costly it may become.  The market will likely make it inevitable, but we are holding back vital long term 
investment while we keep on fiddling and fighting. 
 
“Even in the short term, we need to recognise that power prices have been rising without the rapid expansion 
of renewables. The truth is that the national energy market and national energy policy are what’s broken, not 
renewable energy. 
 
“Queensland is the Sunshine State, and it should seek to become the Sun-Powered State as rapidly as 
possible.  Ambitious but achievable targets, locked in through legislation to secure investment and 

http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/3583576.htm
http://www.midwayfilm.com/
http://www.midwayfilm.com/
mailto:office@hopeaustrlia.org.au
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demonstrate commitment to the future, will make this happen. 
 
“The aim of 50% Renewable Energy by 2030 in Queensland won’t be easy, but it has been backed by a group 
of independent experts, and it needs the support of all sides of politics. 
 
“This is our ‘Man on the Moon’ aspirational moment, and we need it to reach our potential. Let’s not waste the 
moment in emotional heat and light.” 
 
For further information or comment contact: 
Queensland Conservation Council Coordinator Dr Tim Seelig on 0439 201 183  
 
Dr Tim Seelig 
Coordinator 
Queensland Conservation Council 
9/10 Thomas Street, West End, QLD 4101 
Mob: 0439 201 183 
Email: tim.seelig@qldconservation.org.au 
Twitter: @QLDConservation 
 

 
 

National News 
 

 
 

Home of Leading Certified and Verified Sustainable Products, Ecospecifier Global has over 6,700 sustainable 
products making it one of the world's most expansive sustainable knowledge bases. As a Leading Global 
Source of life-cycle assessed product information, Ecospecifier Global links independent information with a 
powerful search interface. Ecospecifier Global does your sustainable products research for YOU delivering 
innovative, sustainable product solutions based on your specific needs. Ecospecifier Global specialises in 
categorisation of products into Building, Hospitality, Health & Beauty, Personal Care and Cleaning Products 
including categorisation according to the World's Best Building Rating Schemes such as Green Star and 
LEED. Ecospecifier 's core intent is: 

'the protection and restoration of natural systems by reducing the impact of products and built environments 
and by building awareness of practical solutions that support healthy environments and ecological 
regeneration.' 
 

Ecospecifier 's vision for ecologically aware built environments began in Australia in 2003 and its unique 
approach to greening the built environment is now established globally, attracting annual interest from around 
the world. Ecospecifier websites now generate over 2,000,000 million page views per year in key green 
building regions globally and directly generate additional multi-million dollar incomes for some manufacturers. 
 

Ecospecifier global has built on its executive team's leading edge green building consulting expertise including 
some of the world's most iconic green buildings such as the Sydney 2000 Green Olympics Arena, Olympic 
Village and 8 other venues, Sydney's Green Square Town Centre and over AUD$55Billion worth of leading 
green projects and major awards to become a world leader. 
 

Ecospecifier is also very proud to have been the recipient of several major awards and acknowledgments for 
its services to industry, eco-education and the environment. Click here for more information 
 

Their services support building professionals to work more efficiently, achieving highly rated green buildings 
more easily and cost effectively and supporting manufacturers to more intelligently produce ecologically 
sustainable and healthy products. The entire operation and product verification services are fully ISO 9001 
Certified. 
 

The Ecospecifier website is not just a free database but also a rich knowledgebase - a 'live' and growing, 
extensive and intensive information resources. The Knowledge Green page is where you will find much of the 
rich content of Ecospecifier beyond specific product data. Knowledge base content includes: 

 

mailto:tim.seelig@qldconservation.org.au
http://www.ecospecifier.com.au/about-us.aspx#Awards
http://www.ecospecifier.com.au/knowledge-green/
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 Comprehensive product directory listing – (www.ecospecifier.com.au/knowledge-green/lifestyle) 

 Guidance on priority setting and decision-making in the Eco-Priorities 

 A selection of our large range of local and international case-studies and links indexed by project type 
from health and aged care through to residential 

 A selection of informative and useful downloads, from green design tools to eco-footprint calculators 
and LCA software tools 

 Links to other rich and informative information sites on the Internet 
 

Sign up for their newsletter here to receive updates and news about Ecospecifier. You can also read back 
issues of The Ecospecifier Global by following this link. 
 

 

Your financial support sought- http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/  
We invite members and supporters to consider making an annual financial contribution to help cover our 
operating costs of approximately $20,500 p.a.  
Currently, our income is derived from project grants, fund-raising, corporate sponsorship and donations, but 
falls well short of our requirements.  
Your financial support, by way of an annual pledge or donation, will considerably help us to achieve better 
financial viability.  

 
 

Your guide to ethical shopping - 
www.ethical.org.au 

 
 

 

There are a number of ways you can act as an ‘ethical consumer’: 

 Positive buying is favouring ethical products, be they fair trade, organic or cruelty-free. This option 
is arguably the most important since it directly supports progressive companies. 

 Negative purchasing means avoiding products you disapprove of such as battery eggs or polluting 
cars. 

 Company-based purchasing involves targeting a business as a whole, for example, boycotting a 
company. 

 The fully screened approach is a combination of all three and means looking at all the companies 
and products together and evaluating which brand is the most ethical.  

 

The fully screened approach is the most comprehensive method of ethical shopping – but it’s prohibitively 
time-consuming for the average person. That’s where Shop Ethical! comes in.  
 

Shop Ethical! has spent over 10 years compiling data on the social and environmental impact of the companies 
behind Australia’s most popular brands of clothing, food and drinks, electronics, appliances, and household 
and personal care products. By searching their website, print pocket guide or app for iPhone and Android, you 
get instant access to company ratings as well as being alerted to issues such as palm oil use, food miles, 
animal testing and child labour.  
 

The focus of the Shop Ethical! guide is on a company’s social and environmental track record, rather than the 
features of the products themselves. Companies related to common brands are rated from A to F in order to 
broadly compare companies according to whether they have more or less criticisms or praises. Assessment 
data is gathered from publicly available information in the areas of environment, social impact, animals, and 
business governance. 
 

Shop Ethical! was set up in 2004 by the Ethical Consumer Group, founded by Nick Ray and Clint Healy.  
 
Connect with Shop Ethical! 
Website: www.ethical.org.au | Facebook: www.facebook.com/shopethical | Twitter: @ethicalshopper 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ecospecifier.com.au/knowledge-green/lifestyle
http://www.ecospecifier.com.au/newsletter-signup/
http://www.ecospecifier.com.au/about-us/ecospecifier-global-newsletters/
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
http://www.ethical.org.au/
http://www.ethical.org.au/theguide/
http://www.ethical.org.au/theguide/
http://www.ethical.org.au/get-involved/resources/shop-ethical-app/
http://www.ethical.org.au/about/ethical-consumer-group/
http://www.ethical.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/shopethical
https://twitter.com/ethicalshopper
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World News 
 

The Business Commission http://businesscommission.org/ aims to make a powerful 
business case for achieving a sustainable, inclusive economy. The flagship report, 
Better Business, Better World, maps the economic prize for companies that align with 
the Global Goals, and shows how to achieve them. The Business and Sustainable 
Development Commission aims to articulate and quantify the compelling economic case 
for business to advance the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 

 

Sustainable development presents an enormous opportunity—if business can understand economic, 
social, and environmental challenges as future value drivers. 
 

As disruptive innovations are breaking new ground and transforming business models in health, education, 
mobility, agriculture and energy, they are challenging the status quo of industries, from fossil fuels to fashion. 
But the private sector needs to accelerate inclusive growth and drive sustainability at a far greater speed and 
scale than it has to date. The Business and Sustainable Development Commission, launched in January 2016, 
aims to accelerate this market transformation and advance the world’s transition to a more prosperous, 
sustainable economy. 
 

The core of their mission is to make a powerful case—supported by sound evidence, rigorous research and 
compelling real-world examples—for why business leaders should seize upon sustainable development as 
the greatest opportunity of a lifetime. This will show how the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide 
the private sector with a framework for achieving this market shift. The Business Commission’s flagship report 
will serve as the foundation from which a number of activities to inspire and mobilise a growing number of 
business leaders to align their companies with social and environmental impact will be launched. 
 

The Commissioners bring diverse expertise to bear on their research and help to expand the impact and 
reach. The Business Commission's Steering Committee and Research Advisory Group, which include 
individuals from the private and public sectors, as well as civil society, are critical to guiding strategy and 
shaping the flagship report. 
 

The initiative explores current and future disruptive business models and will map out new financing 
mechanisms the world will need to reach the SDGs. It will investigate changes in core business operations 
and behaviours that go far beyond traditional corporate social responsibility and voluntary partnerships. 
 

The UN Foundation, the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), the Overseas 
Development Institute and The B Team are supporting the effort and helping to mobilise the business 
community as well as the next generation of entrepreneurs, to support achievement of the Global Goals by 
2030. 
 

The Commission was launched at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in January 2016, and is co-chaired by 
former Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations Mark Malloch-Brown and Unilever CEO Paul Polman. 
 

 

 
The Urban Heat Island (UHI) Effect 
 

Around half of the world’s human population lives in urban areas. In the near future, it is expected that the 
global rate of urbanization will increase by 70% of the present world urban population by 2030, as urban 
agglomerations emerge and population migration from rural to urban/suburban areas continues. Thereby, it is 
not surprising that the negative impacts related to urbanization is an increasing concern capturing the attention 
of people worldwide. 
 

An urban heat island, or UHI, is a metropolitan area that’s a lot warmer than the rural areas surrounding it. 
Heat is created by energy from all the people, cars, buses, and trains in big cities like New York, Paris, and 
London. Urban heat islands are created in areas like these: places that have lots of activity and lots of people. 

http://businesscommission.org/
http://businesscommission.org/our-work/making-the-business-case-for-sustainable-development
http://businesscommission.org/commissioners
http://businesscommission.org/news/business-commission-steering-committee
http://businesscommission.org/news/business-commission-announces-research-advisory-group
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There are many reasons for UHIs. When houses, shops, and industrial buildings are constructed close 
together, it can create a UHI. Building materials are usually very good at insulating, or holding in heat. This 
insulation makes the areas around buildings warmer. 
 

"Waste heat" also contributes to a UHI. People and their tools, such as cars and factories, are always burning 
off energy, whether they’re jogging, driving, or just living their day-to-day lives. The energy people burn off 
usually escapes in the form of heat. And if there are a lot of people in one area, that's a lot of heat. 
 

Urban areas are densely populated, meaning there are a lot of people in a small space. Urban areas are also 
densely constructed, meaning buildings are constructed very close together. When there is no more room for 
an urban area to expand, engineers build upward, creating skyscrapers. All this construction means waste 
heat—and heat that escapes insulation has nowhere to go. It lingers in and between buildings in the UHI. 
 

Night-time temperatures in UHIs remain high. This is because buildings, sidewalks, and parking lots block 
heat coming from the ground from rising into the cold night sky. Because the heat is trapped on lower levels, 
the temperature is warmer. 
 

Urban heat islands can have worse air and water quality than their rural neighbours. UHIs often have lower 
air quality because there are more pollutants (waste products from vehicles, industry, and people) being 
pumped into the air. These pollutants are blocked from scattering and becoming less toxic by the urban 
landscape: buildings, roads, sidewalks, and parking lots. 
 

Water quality also suffers. When warm water from the UHI ends up flowing into local streams, it stresses the 
native species that have adapted to life in a cooler aquatic environment. 
 

Scientists are studying how urban heat islands might contribute to global warming, the most recent climate 
change pattern that includes the gradual warming of the Earth's temperature. 
 

When it's really hot, many of us run straight to the fan or the air conditioning. This is especially true in urban 
areas that suffer from urban heat island effects. UHIs contribute to energy demands in the summer, straining 
energy resources. UHIs are often subject to “rolling blackouts,” or power outages. Utility companies start rolling 
blackouts when they do not have enough energy to meet their customers’ demands. The energy used in 
electric fans and air conditioning ends up contributing to an even hotter UHI. 
 

Because of these negative effects, scientists say city dwellers, architects, and designers all have to work to 
reduce people's impact on urban areas. Using green roofs, which are roofs of buildings covered in plants, 
helps cool things down. Plants absorb carbon dioxide, a leading pollutant. They also reduce the heat of the 
surrounding areas. Using lighter-coloured materials on buildings helps, too. Light colours reflect more sunlight 
and trap less heat. 
 

Articles & Profiles 

 National Geographic News: Cities Make Their Own Weather Due to Trapped Heat 
 

Websites 

 EPA: Heat Island Effect 

 Heat Island Group 
 

 
 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/ 
THE United Nations General Assembly has announced the 
decade 2014-2024 as the Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 
declaring the importance of energy issues for sustainable 
development and for the elaboration of the post-2015 development 
agenda. 
Energy is vital as it connects economic growth, increases social 
equity and creates an environment for the world to prosper. At a 
time when billions lack access to electricity and even more don’t 
have clean and safe cooking facilities, a worldwide effort is 

required to achieve sustainable energy for everybody. 
 

Sustainable energy provides new growth opportunities in business, jobs and new markets and is also an 
investment in our ‘collective future.’ Universal energy access, increasing the use of renewable energy, 
improved energy efficiency and addressing the connection between energy and health, women, food and 
water are at the centre of all countries’ core interest. 
 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/01/0117_060117_heat_island.html
http://www.epa.gov/hiri/index.htm
http://heatisland.lbl.gov/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/
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The transition to sustainable energy systems is possibly one of the largest global economic opportunities of 
the century. The importance of energy in our life is substantial as it helps to abolish poverty, increase food 
production, provide clean water, improve public health, encourage education, adopt climate change, foster 
economic opportunity and empower young people and women. 
 

However, energy is also a powerful contributor to climate change. Whilst the developing world continues to go 
without electricity (nearly one in five globally), modern energy services in which electricity is plentiful still face 
different challenges. Emissions of carbon dioxide and other fossil fuel gases are contributing to changes to 
the Earth’s climate. Food and water security is threatened for hundreds of millions of people by climate change 
and competition for scarce resources is increasing. As lands degrade, forests are wiped out, sea levels rise 
and millions will be driven from their homes by environmental change. Action is needed in areas such as 
finance, technology development and improved business models and governance structures.  
 

Following two historic agreements on the Sustainable Development Goals - one of which calls for affordable 
and sustainable energy for all by 2030 - and the Paris Climate agreement, Sustainable Energy for All is working 
to support leaders to negotiate partnerships and unlock the financing that will drive the type of action required 
to place the world on a “well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels” but we also need to pursue 
efforts to limit the increase to 1.5°C. 
 

They have three objectives – to ensure universal access to modern energy services; double the global rate of 
improvement in energy efficiency and double the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix. 
 

But to achieve sustainable energy by 2030 we need leadership and prominent partnerships including 
governments, institutions, development banks, entrepreneurs and unions to deliver results in access, 
renewables and energy efficiency. It also means fostering closer ties with international organisations and 
institutional partners. 
 

Governments, the private sector, academia and schools are also being encouraged to share their success 
story or suggestions for sustainable energy opportunities. They are limitless. You can connect Sustainable 
Energy to themes such as gender equality, health, water and food and what should the Decade focus on? Get 
people involved by spreading the word on the importance of Sustainable Energy for All, the challenges it faces 
and the opportunities it leads to. 
 

 

Resources 
 

 
 

We don’t have another planet to go to. So, let’s look after this one! 
 

The environmentally friendly products on Enviro Friendly World website can help you act in an 
environmentally friendly way to hand on a better world to our children, and to our children’s children. The aim 
of the site is to help the public make a difference by saving water, energy, money, and the environment. 
 

Enviro Friendly World http://enviro-friendly.com/ is a useful resource for all who care about our environment. 
It provides articles, tips, FAQ’s, reports, rebate application documents, white papers, software downloads, and 
links to other websites with useful information.  
 

 

GM-free shopping list 

Many Australians are seeking to make food choices excluding genetically manipulated (GM) ingredients.  
The GM-Free Australia Alliance compiled a list in October 2015 to celebrate the growing number of companies 
choosing to label their products GM-free or non-GM. You can find the list at 
http://www.gmfreeaustralia.org.au/resources.  
 

 

http://enviro-friendly.com/
http://www.gmfreeaustralia.org.au/resources

