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Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment Inc. 
PO Box 6118 – Clifford Gardens, TOOWOOMBA QLD 4350 
(22 Vacy Street, Toowoomba QLD 4350) 
Ph 07 4639 2135; Email: office@hopeaustralia.org.au   
Website: http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment   
ABN 48 036 173 161 

 

HOPE E-news Bulletin 2017 #05 --- 01 May 2017 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 

Editorial 
 
Hi, 
 
What a difference a few weeks makes! It’s lovely to finally transition into winter. Have you got your garden 
ready? My winter veggies have started to grow, so hopefully I can get them to provide me with a lovely crop 
that I’ll be able to share with my neighbours. Do you share your harvest with anyone? 
 
Miriam Sharp, Acting Newsletter Editor 
 

 

2017 National/International Events Calendar 
 

• 2017 – International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development 
• 2014-2024 – International Decade of Sustainable Energy for All 
 
 

May 

• 7-13 International Composting Awareness Week  

• 10  World Migratory Bird Day  

• 1-7  World Parks Week  

• 8-14 National Volunteer Week 

• 13  Native Plants Identification Day Drayton by Toowoomba Landcare in association with Condamine Alliance 

• 16-18 OZWater'17  

• 20  HOPE social outing – Talk on Native Bees by Southern Beekeepers Assn, followed by a picnic 
lunch, Hodgson Vale (south of Toowoomba) 

• 22  International Day for Biological Diversity 

• 28  HOPE information display at Logan Eco Action Festival (LEAF) 2017, Griffith University, Logan 
Campus 

 
 
June 

• 5  World Environment Day  

• 8 World Oceans Day  

• 15 Global Wind Day  

• 17 World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought  

• 17 HOPE – 3rd Community Forum: Going Solar – On/Off Grid with battery storage 

 

 

 

Wanted – Photocopy paper 
HOPE has used up its current stock of photocopy paper and we are asking our members and supporters to 
donate a ream or two of A4 photocopy paper. Donations of paper can be left on the table in the carport at 22 
Vacy St, Toowoomba.  
 
Alternately, cash or cheque donations can be made online at http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-
pledgedonation/ or posted to HOPE Inc., PO Box 6118 -Clifford Gardens Toowoomba QLD 4350.  

 
 

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.se4all.org/decade
http://www.se4all.org/decade
http://www.compostweek.com.au/core/
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.worldurbanparks.org/en/news-events/world-parks-week
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/
http://www.condaminealliance.com.au/
http://www.ozwater.org/
https://www.cbd.int/idb/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/oceansday/
https://windeurope.org/globalwindday/
http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Event-and-campaigns/WDCD/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
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HOPE News – May 2017 

 
Report on National Youth Week event – Open Day at Redwood Park, Toowoomba, 8 April 2017 
 

On Saturday 8 April, HOPE and Friends of the Escarpment Parks 
(Toowoomba) jointly hosted an Open Day at Redwood Park, 
Toowoomba. Our theme for this FREE community event was “Youth 
Engagement in Landcare". 
The weather was glorious, the site well-laid out and the 100+ 
visitors thoroughly enjoyed the program of activities provided – 
with keen interest the bird walk, information session on plants of 
the dry rainforest, basket weaving using exotic cats claw creeper 
and the Nature Journaling workshops. 
The free lunch-time bbq was also greatly appreciated. 
(A full report of the event will be available shortly on our website.) 
 

 
Report on 2nd Community Forum – Maintaining Regional Heritage Values, Saturday 22 April 2017 
 

“Maintaining Regional Heritage Values” was the theme of HOPE’s 2nd community forum held on Saturday 22 
April at the Toowoomba City Library. 
 

Eleanor Cullen, a member of the National Trust of Australia (Qld) and a founding member of Toowoomba 
Regional Council’s Heritage Advisory Committee gave an overview of the National Trust and the role of the 
Heritage Advisory Committee. 
 

Peter Cullen spoke on the use of tombstone tours, radio talks and research in identifying and promoting 
heritage values. 
 

Eleanor and Peter then jointly spoke on their involvement in the Toowoomba Open House project. 
 

Hugh Krenske, President of Friends of the Escarpment Parks (FEP) Toowoomba Inc., spoke on efforts to 
preserve the 'Eagle’s Nest Swagmen’s Camp' (which was set-up during the Great Depression in the 1930’s).  
 

Finally, Paul Herbert, Chairman of the Toowoomba Festival of Rail, explored the value of the railway and its 
precinct (all heritage listed) to the Darling Downs and Queensland. 
 

     
Peter and Eleanor Cullen     Hugh Krenske  Paul Herbert 
 

 
 
 

A message from HOPE 

Your financial support sought- http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/  
 

We invite members and supporters to consider making an annual financial contribution to help cover our 
operating costs of approximately $20,500 p.a.  
 

Currently, our income is derived from project grants, fund-raising, corporate sponsorship and donations, but 
falls well short of our requirements.  
 

Your financial support, by way of an annual pledge or donation, will considerably help us to achieve better 
financial viability.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
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Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, 20 May --- Talk on Native Bees; followed by Picnic Social 
10am  Talk on Native Bees by Nev Hunt, Southern Beekeepers’ Association 

140 Carroll Road, Hodgson Vale (turn left off New England Hwy into Mally Rd, then right into Carroll Rd) 
12noon  Picnic social at Lions Park (Hodgsonvale Rest Area) – please BYO food & drink (and chair) 
 

Invite to Logan Eco Action Festival, Sunday 28 May --- Griffith University – Logan Campus  

 
 

 
 

ATTENTION: POSITIONS VACANT 
Due to the recent departures of key committee and admin support staff, we are in urgent need of extra personnel to fill the 
following vacancies: 

• Secretary – is elected to the Management Committee for 12 months. The principal roles of the Secretary are to ensure 
that adequate Management Committee Papers are prepared and circulated prior to the Management Committee 
Meeting and that appropriate minutes are prepared which include the decisions and reasons for those decisions 

• Treasurer – will be elected to the Management Committee for a period of 12 months. The role of the Treasurer is to 
be responsible for the financial supervision of HOPE Inc. to allow the Committee to provide good governance. The 
Treasurer is responsible to regularly report on HOPE’s financial status to both the Committee and the HOPE Inc. 
members 

• Admin support – various tasks from helping with internet research, article writing, media support and staffing of 
information displays, etc. at community events 

• State Liaison Officers to be responsible for promoting HOPE in their jurisdictions 

• Newsletter Team to solicit and/or write articles – with the editor compiling the newsletter 

• Media Team to prepare media releases, community service announcements, date claimers, etc.; and to assist with 
research and writing (feature) articles 

 
So, if you have some spare time and talents to offer, please give the office a call on 07 4639 2135 or email 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au. 
 
 

 

Advertising Rates 
HOPE seeks to raise some much-needed revenue through paid advertising in our newsletter.  
 
We are offering business card sized adverts for $30 + $3 GST per edition; OR $300 + $30 GST for a full year. 
 
If interested, please send your advert to office@hopeaustralia.org.au and your payment to HOPE Inc., PO Box 6118 – 
Clifford Gardens, Toowoomba QLD 4350. 
 
(Direct debit banking details available on request.)  

 
 
 

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
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Letters to the Editor 
 

Dear Editor, 
 

Re: A Newbie to Hope and the Darling Downs District. 
 
Hello or should I say G’day! I would like to introduce myself if I may. My name is Janine Brown and I am a 
new volunteer with HOPE and a new resident to the area. I moved to Goombungee in October 2016 from 
Sydney. As you can imagine it has been quite a sea change! From a million street lights, (I am lucky that I 
have some in the village), to none on the “main road”. It has been an interesting voyage of discovery. 
 

Why Google decided that “An Open Day at Redwood Park” would be of any interest to me at all I do not know 
but it showed on my news feed on Facebook.  I am an advocate of Social Media and I am aware that the “Ad 
monsters” follow my every interesting consumer move but I am so glad that on this occasion they did target 
me and that I attended this event. I would have missed out on so much! 
 

The day was organised by Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment (HOPE) and Friends of the 
Escarpment (Toowoomba). The Toowoomba Bird Observers (TBO) club were involved and provided a guided 
tour. I am not a twitter, corrected to a twitcher, I did say Tweeter and yes, I do tweet, and now that I have 
thoroughly confused everyone I really do want to see a Whip Bird. The amount of times that I have heard their 
unique call whilst doing Bush Care! Mick (Atzeni) from TBO listened to my sorry tale and gave me some helpful 
tips on how to see these elusive birds! 
 

The fact on how this tale has led me to becoming involved with HOPE and FEP is another story. I hope to 
share it with you. I am so fortunate to have been invited and welcomed by so many wonderful people, I am 
truly blessed. 
 

Janine Brown, Goombungee, Qld 
 

 
Dear Editor, 
 

I am responding to the article “Decreasing rate of the Thermohaline Circulation” which appeared in the latest 
HOPE newsletter. 
 

This article postulates on the effects of the slowing/(stopping?) of the thermohaline circulation. Should such 
slowing occur to an extreme degree, or in fact, stop, the Gulf Stream would slow to an extreme degree, or 
stop flowing. 
 

This means that all the sea-currents directly or indirectly flowing into the Gulf Stream from around the Globe 
would back up, or be redirected. Their heat, one way or another would be directed elsewhere in this planet, 
as opposed to going into the North Atlantic. 
 

So, in these days of global warming, it is likely that whilst NE America and Europe might get colder: The rest 
of the World -- wherever the warm currents that originally fed into the Gulf Stream are stalled or redirected – 
will be a good bit warmer? Including Oz? 
 

Rapid change? Well, might happen tomorrow? Could be 1000 years? We're sitting on up to half-a-dozen 
tipping points that might flip the switch one way or another. Might not. 
 

The thing I find utterly fascinating. Nobody's gotten a clue as to the time scale of any serious change. Human 
beans are conducting a colossal scientific experiment on a scale never yet seen. And, like all good scientific 
experiments, nobody knows the conclusion for cert. 
 

You see, in most normal human endeavours, the precautionary principle usually applies. Like, your house 
could burn down. So, you take the precaution of insuring it against fire. As far as I know, the insurance 
companies will not insure against catastrophic climate change and its effects. Or, if they do, it's absolutely 
prohibitive. I was startled to learn the other day that to insure a property in the flood-prone area of Lismore is 
$30,000+ pa. Cop hold of that one! 
 

Ian Simons, Helidon, Qld 
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Feature Articles 
The following articles are provided by speakers who attended the recent National Sustainability in Business 
conference held in Brisbane on 23-24 March 2017. 
 

How important is gardening? 
By George Karounos, Managing Director – Urban Food Garden 
 

To the lay person, gardening might be just a simple hobby one takes up upon 
retirement, a way to stay mentally and physically active and to maintain contact 
with the outdoors. To us, gardening, growing your own food, and encouraging 
nature to flourish in your environment goes way deeper than merely a hobby. 

 

You see human beings have their very history rooted in nature and we have coevolved with it to be in nature 
is in our very DNA which means in today's day and age we are going against our genetics! When it comes to 
food, this is especially so, with rates of processed food consumption and subsequent disease at 
unprecedented amounts. 
 

At some point throughout history, we let governing bodies control our food supply, which meant they had 'the 
power' governing control. Without food, we cannot survive. You see we're quite used to this now; many kids 
these days think food grows on the supermarket shelves and have extremely limited knowledge of even basic 
food skills. When we gave up control of the food supply, it was the birth of economics. Managing resources in 
a supply and demand scenario, it was also the beginning of our decline in health. 
 

Hunter gatherer tribes still alive today experience robust health and show key indicators of health, such as 
microbial diversity, way advanced to anything from us in the west. Their diets consist of wild foods, organically 
grown in naturally rich soils, devoid of any pharmaceutical chemicals and preserving agents. They eat as 
nature intended, or as we evolved to require. 
 

You see that's what we're passionate about at Urban Food Garden, 
about bringing nature to your garden. Yes, it’s about growing food and 
saving you money but it's more than that; it's saying yes to thousands of 
years of human evolution and it's saying no to the notion that what we 
eat should be provided by someone else. We're interested in helping you 
become the best you can be; the healthiest you can be. We're interested 

in you becoming secure in the knowledge that you are in control of your food supply. We believe children 
should play outdoors more, should enjoy the benefits of nature in their own backyard and that's why we're 
here. 
 

You see, the average person might see a lettuce seed, or a bag of soil, or an empty plot, but we see potential. 
We see the potential to take back control of your life by taking back control of one of the most fundamental 
human needs; our food. We also see the potential for you to reawaken your genetics, to assist in the re-
greenification of the world by encouraging ecological systems within your own home. 
 

If this speaks to you then get in touch, we'd love to work with you. Please go to www.urbanfoodgardem.com.au 
or call1300 799 568. 
 

 

Are you ready to gain a competitive advantage through responsible business activity? 
By Jane Stewart, GreenBizInnovators, www.greenbizinnovators.com 
 

Social responsibility and environmental sustainability are fast becoming a critical part of doing business in the 
modern world.  Effective engagement in sustainable business activity not only enables an organisation to 
deliver on its social and environmental obligations, it can also maximise productivity and performance by 
having positive and lasting impacts on core elements of the profit-making process.   
 

Some companies have embraced actions that contribute towards protecting the environment – from waste 
and recycling programs that redirect waste from landfill and maximise resource use, to water saving actions 
that reduce water use and protect local waterways, to energy saving programs that reduce greenhouse 
emissions and utilise renewable forms of energy.  Other companies have embraced actions that take care of 
their stakeholders - from workplace health and wellbeing programs, staff training and development, diversity 
management, community investment, community partnerships, corporate volunteering, workplace giving and 
so much more.   
 

There’s no doubt that these actions contribute to better outcomes for organisations that employ them. But let’s 
be frank about the driving force behind this type of activity. Consumers today are becoming more aware of 

http://www.urbanfoodgarden.com.au/
http://www.urbanfoodgardem.com.au/
http://www.greenbizinnovators.com/
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the impact of their consumption and have started to question where the products they consume come from. 
They also want to know that no one has been harmed in making the products and no environmental damage 
has taken place along the way.  Those companies that are smart enough to embrace this type of consumer 
are also gaining competitive advantage in the marketplace. 
 

And don’t think that this is just for the products and services consumed from large enterprises.  Consumers 
have also started to think about the products and services they purchase from local businesses.  They want 
to make sure that these local products meet the same standards.  Think about your local seafood shop.  Gone 
are the days when customers would rock up and order some fish without any concern about its origin.  With a 
well-publicised media campaign against overfishing and imported seafood, consumers now want to know that 
their fish has been sustainably caught and where possible by a local fisherman. Or think about a more 
expensive purchase like building a house.  Buyers want to know that their house has been designed for 
maximum efficiency, that the materials have been sourced from sustainable suppliers, that any wastage will 
be recycled or disposed of responsibly and that workers on the job are paid fairly and kept safe – all this at a 
price they can afford. 
 

The bottom line is that the time has come for all businesses to embrace responsible and sustainable business 
activity.  Not just because it’s the right thing to do but because it can help you reduce resource use, decrease 
utility expenses, increase staff retention and improve overall productivity.  Don’t forget that it can also help you 
gain a competitive advantage and greater prosperity.   
 

But where do you start with all the actions involved in business sustainability?     
 

The answer lies in a new approach to business management called Adaptive Sustainability that codifies best 
practice activity across 7 x Key Social Action Themes and 7 x Key Environmental Action Themes while keeping 
an eye on maximising returns from the profit-making process.  This new approach has developed as a step 
by step guide for small to medium businesses to implement wide ranging activity in a coordinated and 
systematic way.  From risk management, business ethics, supply chain management, sustainable 
procurement, whole system design, resource efficiency, environmental management, stakeholder 
engagement, community investment and partnerships and so much more.  The ultimate goal is to build a new 
skillset in all working people so that they have the knowledge, skills and capabilities to succeed responsibly 
in today’s ever changing business world.  
 

Contact us today to receive a FREE copy of the eBook titled Introduction to Adaptive Sustainability or go to 
the GreenBizInnovators website for more information www.greenbizinnovators.com 
 

 

Australia’s energy crisis: What you need to know and steps 
businesses can take to adjust to the new norm 
By Michael Fahey, Interim CEO of Energy Action 
 

Across the East Coast of Australia, business owners are facing significant cost 
imposts with surging gas and electricity bills as a major energy crisis grips the 

energy market. We have recently seen some businesses foreshadowing the impact of the rising forward prices 
for electricity by changing their outlook on investment and staffing levels. 
 

Market participants generally agree that higher energy prices are here to stay, at least in the short term, but 
there are steps that commercial users can take to assist in managing these risks and associated costs. 
 

While the recently announced initiatives from the industry and both State and Commonwealth governments 
are welcomed, many of these projects have a lead time of some 3-5 years. If your contract is expiring in the 
next 6-12 months, you have a “real-time” problem that needs a “real-time response”. 
 

Here’s everything you need to know about recent developments in the electricity and gas markets, and how 
you can address the impacts within your business. 
 

What’s causing the energy crisis? 
The structural causes of the Australian energy crisis mean that higher gas and electricity prices – along with 
increased market volatility – are unlikely to abate in the short term: 
 

• South Australia has already been subject to a high-profile string of costly blackouts. 

• The impending closure of Victoria’s 1,600 megawatt Hazelwood Power Station at the end of March will 
mean that base load electricity supplies across the East Coast will be significantly lower next summer 
than they were this year. 

• In addition, market analysis shows that gas power plants face fuel shortages as they struggle to cope with 
the additional demand. 

http://www.greenbizinnovators.com/
http://energyaction.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/business/mounting-threat-to-jobs-from-gas-price-surge-20170227-gumqur.html
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• A significant portion of East Coast gas reserves have been contracted by the LNG projects that have 
signed long term contracts with overseas customers, leaving very little additional supply that can be 
contracted out to the local market. 

 

These factors have raised the very real prospect of a severe energy supply crunch, potentially including load 
shedding and severe blackouts across the eastern states next summer. 
 

Impact of energy prices on business 
Following the laws of supply and demand, these energy shortages are already causing power prices to 
increase dramatically, and the situation is likely to continue. 
 

February was a particularly tumultuous month in both the spot and retail contract markets, with every state 
experiencing multiple very high-priced days as the mercury rose across the eastern and southern states: 

• In Queensland, the spot price averaged 24c/kWh for February. 

• It was slightly lower at about 18c/kWh for both South Australia and New South Wales, where 
excessively high demand led to load shedding during the second week of the month. 

 

On the ground, many business owners and managers are already reporting that their energy contracts are 
now double or triple what they were just a few years ago. Especially if you’re in an energy-intensive industry 
(such as manufacturing), these higher gas and energy prices can cause serious cash flow issues that can 
impact the sustainability of your business. 
 

Managing usage and costs 
Carefully time when you go to market on your next energy contract, choosing the right contract term, and 
taking steps to improve and manage onsite levels of energy efficiency can have a massive impact on your 
company’s energy costs. 
 

Some of the key steps businesses should be considering include: 

• Be an “informed” buyer, and while paying for specialist advice may be a considered an unnecessary 
expense, what is the cost of an “uninformed” purchase? 

• Carefully review terms and conditions within current and new contracts. 

• Monitor your contract expiry dates: default rates accrued when you go past contract dates can be 
significantly higher. 

• Focus on load forecasting when negotiating new contracts – this can align contracts with actual 
predicted volumes and secure contract lengths that meet individual business needs. 

• Be aware that, given the new paradigm for energy prices and volatility, customers with 6 – 12 months 
left on their current energy contract should act now and not wait to renew a contract. Negotiating 
contracts with 2 months to expiry is not a recommended strategy in the current market. 

• Energy efficiency projects with an 18 – 36month payback and with an implementation timeline of 3 – 
9 months should be given a high priority as these will deliver “real-time” solutions by reducing the grid 
demand and insulate your business from the market volatility. 

• Increase the emphasis on identify and fixing energy “leakage”. Small leaks in the current market have 
substantial cost implications. 

• Look closely at fuel substitution and switching where possible. 
 

If your business gets this right, it can provide cost advantage over other local competitors who don’t have an 
energy strategy, and who are subsequently left paying significantly more for their power bills. 
 

However, the optimal procurement strategy and negotiating the right contract terms takes time to implement. 
Because of this and considering the importance of timing when it comes to approaching the current energy 
market, you will need to begin acting now to seize the opportunity. 
 

Energy Action offers a range of tailored services that can help your business assess, improve and manage 
onsite levels of energy efficiency through the use of innovative energy efficiency and energy management 
initiatives. 
 

With the right advice, your business can gain a competitive advantage by proactively adapting to the new 
realities of Australia’s energy market while your rivals continue suffering from bill shock. 
 

 

http://www.energyaction.com.au/energy-procurement/energy-action-price-index
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Queensland News 
 

UQ’s Global Change Institute has an international reputation for interdisciplinary research 
into the biggest sustainability challenges of our time. 
 

GCI program directors, managers and researchers engage with government, industry and the community to 
promote research and discovery in the areas of climate change, water and energy security, food systems and 
healthy oceans. 
 

Using a rigorous, evidence-based approach, GCI researchers focus on identifying issues, options and 
solutions to a range of challenges facing governments, non-government organisations and funding agencies 
alike. The institute has developed a range of discussion papers and commissioned policy papers for 
organisations such as the Australian and Queensland governments, and the UK Ministry of Defence, as well 
as WWF International and the World Bank. 
 

A global leader in science and policy, GCI’s $17-million Gatton Solar Research Facility (GSRF) is the largest 
solar PV systems research facility in the Southern Hemisphere, and delivers significant research capability 
that is identifying the most efficient and cost-effective methods for generating, connecting and storing energy 
to meet community needs. 
 

The Institute’s XL Catlin Seaview Survey project has captured more than 500,000 images in 22 countries, 
across 1000 km of reefscape, hugely increasing scientists’ understanding of coastal communities. The images 
have created a baseline of coral reefs that enable marine scientists to closely monitor the impact of sediment 
run off, ocean acidification and water temperature on reefs. The images are enabling policy makers to better 
monitor and manage these ecosystems globally. 
 

The Global Change Institute has developed a reputation for tackling the most complex issues through 
academic endeavour and an interdisciplinary approach focused on global change.   
 

This reputation is exemplified through GCI’s Flagship Projects, which bring researchers together from across 
disciplinary boundaries, leading to new ways of thinking. 
 

In 2017 researchers are increasing understandings of Indigenous human rights vital in addressing the dual 
challenges of energy transition to a sustainable low carbon future and justice for Indigenous peoples. The GCI 
Flagship Project, ‘We are the people from the land’, is mapping the diverse social, cultural and economic 
impacts for Indigenous communities associated with large-scale coal mining projects in the Galilee Basin in 
central western Queensland. 
 

In another Flagship project, ‘Empowering older adult sustainability ambassadors to create positive 
environmental and health change’, GCI researchers are working with colleagues in the United States to 
develop a sustainability toolkit, to help older adults make more sustainable decisions in their everyday lives. 
The toolkit will also include information enabling ambassadors to more easily explain climate change to the 
next generation. 
 

GCI’s ‘50 Reefs’ initiative brings together leading ocean, climate and marine scientists as well as conservation 
practitioners from around the world to create a list of 50 critical reefs to protect – in terms of geography, 
diversity and resilience. A panel of the world's leading coral reef scientists, coordinated by the GCI, is 
undertaking a scientific study that will rank reefs worldwide through deploying a 'decision algorithm' developed 
at UQ’s The Centre for Excellence in Environmental Decisions. The list is expected to be completed by late 
2017. 
 

Through the ‘XL Catlin Seaview Survey’, GCI’s world-class researchers have created the world’s largest 
baseline of coral reef health. They have mapped and analysed more than 1000 km of reefscape across 22 
counties, and collected more than 600,000 images for scientific analysis using innovative machine learning 
and image recognition technology. The team is collaborating with international institutions to foster shared 
learning opportunities and to access advanced computer-based methods of analysing data to inform 
conservation plans, achieving in 12 months what would have previously taken 30 years. 
 

In 2015, the Global Change Institute won the David Oppenheim Award for Sustainable Architecture and the 
National Award for Interior Architecture at the Australian Institute of Architects’ Annual Awards. 
 

But the GCI is much more than simply a distinctive low-energy building. 
 

For further information, visit www.gci.uq.edu au 
 

  

http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/sustainable-water
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/clean-energy
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/food-systems
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/healthy-oceans
http://gci.uq.edu.au/gatton-solar
http://gci.uq.edu.au/xl-catlin-seaview-survey
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/global-change-flagship-projects
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/which-reefs-are-most-important-save
http://www.gci.uq.edu/
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National News 
 

Stopping the Adani coal mine is the fight of our times 
By Stop Adani Alliance, www.stopadani.com  
 

In 2017, severe bleaching hit the Great Barrier Reef for a second year in a row with global 
temperatures due to climate change continuing to heat our oceans. Coral needs decades 
to recover after just one bleaching incident, two severe incidents in a row can be fatal. 
 
Despite this environmental catastrophe unfurling before our very eyes, Australian 
Governments at all levels are aggressively supporting Adani’s coal project which would 
be the largest coal mine in Australia’s history. This project not only threatens our Reef 
and our climate but also disregards the wishes of Traditional Owners and risks 
Queensland’s water security. 

 
Against this backdrop, the Stop Adani Alliance was launched in March, declaring that we will fight Adani’s 
giant coal mine and bringing together 13 groups representing 1.5 million Australians. As we build the biggest 
campaign since the Franklin Dam, it is becoming increasingly clear that Adani’s coal project does not stack 
up on environmental, social or economic grounds. 
 
This project comes at the very time when the world is transitioning to clean energy for the sake of the global 
climate. Adani’s coal from Queensland will be transported to Indian power stations despite the fact India is 
transitioning away from coal, with India’s Energy Minister recently saying India will cease coal imports after 
2020. 
 
Not only are we going to mine coal that India doesn’t want, we will be entrusting the job to a company with an 
appalling environmental and social track record. 
 
Just for starters, India’s National Green Tribunal fined Adani Enterprises Ltd after they oversaw the sinking of 
a coal ship they chartered and did nothing for five years to clean up the coal that spilled into coastal waters 
near Mumbai. If Adani’s Queensland coal mine goes ahead, the coal they mine will be chartered through the 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area and Marine Park - a huge risk for our precious marine environment. 
 
Despite this, the Turnbull’s Government is still keen to provide the project with funding of up to $1 billion. In 
fact it appears the Federal Government is the only keen investor in the project, with Westpac being the latest 
bank to rule out funding the project. So far, 15 International Banks and now all of Australia’s four big banks 
have distanced themselves from investing either directly in this project or new coal projects in general. 
 
The Stop Adani Alliance has been overwhelmed by the response from the Australian community. Over 160 
Stop Adani groups have already sprung up around Australia. It is clear Australians understand we have moved 
beyond coal and that this is a fight for our future. We need to get active to tell our politicians they need to be 
on the right side of history. If you want to be part of this historic campaign that your grandchildren will remember 
you for, check out the Stop Adani website at www.stopadani.com to join or start a local group near you. 
 

 
 

A message from HOPE 

Your financial support sought- http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/  
 

We invite members and supporters to consider making an annual financial contribution to help cover our 
operating costs of approximately $20,500 p.a.  
 

Currently, our income is derived from project grants, fund-raising, corporate sponsorship and donations, but 
falls well short of our requirements.  
 

Your financial support, by way of an annual pledge or donation, will considerably help us to achieve better 
financial viability.  

 
 
  

http://www.stopadani.com/
http://www.stopadani.com/
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/annual-pledgedonation/
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World News 
 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are seventeen universally set goals, targets 
and indicators that have been adopted by world leaders at the United Nations Assembly in 
2015. These goals have been designed to help tackle the pressing issues across the world 
such as eradicating poverty and hunger, improving worldwide health, fighting for rights to 
education and gender equality and reduce the impacts of climate change. By improving 
areas such as sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater 

opportunities worldwide, raising the basic standards of living and sustainable management of natural 
resources and ecosystems, it will allow for sustainable development in all dimensions.  
 

All seventeen goals have been designed specifically (with each goal having their own defined targets) in 
accordance with areas of critical importance for humanity and the planet, these goals are aimed to be achieved 
by the year of 2030. The SDGs follows on from the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that were 
set by the United Nations in 2000. The SDGs have still kept the MDGs intact, however, some of the goals 
have been upgraded and expanded to be more fitting. The idea of the SDGs is to get governments, aid 
organisations, non-governmental organisations and foundations on the same page about what global 
problems urgently need to be solved and how to measure the progress and solutions. With all sectors 
collectively working together in the same direction it can result in greater determination and greater outcomes 
to achieving these set targets by the year of 2030.  
 

Everyone deserves a fulfilling life and in order to accomplish this the greatest global challenges have to be 
resolved first. There is the need to consider the SDG’s in all decision-making processes across the world, this 
will ensure an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable future for our planet.  
 

Copy of SDGs are available at https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1684SF_-
_SDG_Universality_Report_-_May_2015.pdf 
 

 

The World Federation of Public Health Associations - 
https://www.wfpha.org/  
 
The World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA) is an 
international, nongovernmental organization composed of over 100 
associations member, mostly multidisciplinary national public health 
associations, and representing around 1 million public health 

professionals worldwide. It is the only worldwide professional society representing and serving the broad field 
of public health. WFPHA’s mission is to promote and protect global public health. It does this throughout the 
world by supporting the establishment and organizational development of public health associations and 
societies of public health, through facilitating and supporting the exchange of information, knowledge and the 
transfer of skills and resources, and through promoting and undertaking advocacy for public policies, programs 
and practices that will result in a healthy and productive world. WFPHA is accredited as an NGO in official 
relations with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
and holds consultation status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 
 
Our Work 
The World Federation of Public Health Associations undertakes several projects in the field of global public 
health. These projects provide important opportunities for our Members to be involved in various ways. These 
include organizing workshops; circulating petitions; coordinating health promotion campaigns; and forging new 
partnerships with other global health groups.  
 
A Global Charter for the Public’s Health 

The WFPHA, in collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO), 
developed in 2015-2016 “A Global Charter for the Public’s Health” (The 
Charter). The Charter provides new insights into the direction of public health 
and provides guidance for both ‘services’ (a group of core services - 
Protection, Prevention and Promotion) and ‘functions’ (a group of enabler 
functions - Governance, Advocacy, Capacity and Information). 
 
 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1684SF_-_SDG_Universality_Report_-_May_2015.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1684SF_-_SDG_Universality_Report_-_May_2015.pdf
https://www.wfpha.org/
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The intention of the Charter is to: 

• Encourage work between non-governmental organizations (NGOs), universities, civil society 
members, governments and corporations; 

• Plan and implement strategies for better health outcomes globally; 

• Ensure a comprehensive approach to tackling the threats to health everywhere; and 

• Take the next step in providing a succinct and practical implementation guideline to public health 
associations. 

 
World Congress on Public Health 
The World Congress on Public Health (WCPH) is held every 3 years by the WFPHA. The Congress serves 
as an international forum for the exchange of knowledge and experiences on key public health issues, 
contributing towards protecting and promoting public health at a national and global level. Researchers, 
practitioners, academics, administrators, policy makers, industry representatives, students and stakeholders 
from all sectors and from over the world gather at this great event. 

 
The 15th edition of the 
Congress was held on the 
3rd to 7th of April 2017, in 
Melbourne, Australia, and 
coincided with the WFPHA’s 
50th Anniversary celebrations, and World Health Day (7th April). The 
Congress was a huge success, bringing together 2800 delegates from 
83 countries around the world to discuss challenges, achievements and 
approaches to all areas of global public health. The week was packed 
with thought provoking speeches, passionate and inspiring discussions, 
networking opportunities and fun social events, concluding with the 

WFPHA Demand for Action! 
 
As the only non-governmental organisation representing 
the broad interests and voice of public health at a global 
level with the support of our partners and the delegates, 
we made a Demand for Action on World Health Day to 
improve the future of global public health. We called on 
governments to enable public health professionals and 
their organizations to carry out their work to further 
develop quality health systems and public health 
functions as global public resources. We also called on 
governments to hold all sectors accountable for the 
health impacts of their policies and actions, consistent 
with the intent of the social determinants of health and their responsibilities to strive to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. The next World Congress on Public Health will be held in Rome 2020 
 

 

Wanted – Used Postage Stamps 
HOPE collects used postage stamps and/or un-wanted stamp albums for community groups’ fund-raising 
purposes. Please consider collecting used postage stamps from home and/or work, and forwarding a pack of 
used stamps to the HOPE (Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment) office, PO Box 6118 – Clifford 
Gardens, Toowoomba, QLD 4350; or drop them off at 22 Vacy St, Toowoomba.  

 

 

“We need the tonic of wildness...At the same time that we are earnest to explore and learn 
all things, we require that all things be mysterious and unexplorable, that land and sea be 
indefinitely wild, unsurveyed and unfathomed by us because unfathomable. We can never 
have enough of nature.” 

― Henry David Thoreau, Walden: Or, Life in the Woods 
 

 
  

http://www.wcph2017.com/d/WCPH2017-Melbourne-Demand-for-Action.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10264.Henry_David_Thoreau
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2361393
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Resources 
 
Books – CSIRO Publishing 
 
Positive Energy Homes – Robin Brimblecombe, Kara Rosemeier 

A guide to how positive energy living can be achieved, through homes that power 
themselves and empower their occupants. Positive energy homes enable people to 
live healthy and comfortable lives with energy left over to share. Creating a house 
you love that produces surplus energy is surprisingly easy with a thorough 
understanding of how buildings work and careful attention to detail in construction. 
The Passive House standard, with its well-proven track record, forms the basis for 
creating positive energy homes. This book explores the Passive House ‘fabric first’ 
approach, as well as the science and practicalities of effective ventilation strategies, 
smart options for heating and cooling, daylight harvesting, and efficient lighting and 
appliances. Positive Energy Homes provides home owners world-wide, architects 
and builders with an understanding of the principles and technical details of building 
these houses. 

 
Discovering Australian Flora – Fanny Karouta-Manasse 

A guide to the spectacular floral diversity found in Australia's beautiful botanic 
gardens. Australia’s complex, beautiful and diverse flora is showcased in stunning 
botanic gardens across the continent. Through exquisite colour photographs taken 
at the Australian National Botanic Gardens (ANBG), Fanny Karouta-Manasse 
celebrates the minute and intriguing details of these plants. Discovering Australian 
Flora explains how plants are displayed in the ANBG according to themes and 
provides clear and simple geographical, historical and botanical information. It also 
describes the unique features of Australian flora, including their reliance on fire and 
ability to survive in poor soil, and looks in detail at the two dominant genera in the 
Australian landscape – Eucalyptus and Acacia. 
 

This fresh and intimate view of some of Australia’s native flora will serve not only as a companion to visitors 
to the ANBG but will also allow others to explore the wonders of Australia’s botanical treasures. This book will 
appeal to both local and overseas readers wishing to become more familiar with Australian native flora. The 
striking photographs will appeal to anyone with an appreciation and passion for nature's beauty. 
 

 

FREE environmental edu-tainment CD ROM packs available 
 

Sustain Ability International and Householders’ Options to Protect the 
Environment (HOPE) Inc. are giving away “Ollie Saves the Planet” and “Ollie’s 
Island” environmental edu-tainment CD ROM packs to families with children of 
upper-primary and/or lower-secondary school age. 
 

These environmental edu-tainment programs were developed here in Australia to 
encourage children, their parents, teachers, and community groups to appreciate 
their connection to the natural world and to understand their own impact on the 
environment.  
 

While the CD ROM technology is now a little old, the content remains spot on in 
matters of Waste, Water, Energy Air and Biodiversity.   
 

For this reason, we are keen to find new homes for these CD ROM’s and offer 
them for FREE to anyone willing to pay for postage from Toowoomba. Or, the CD 

ROM pack may be collected from the HOPE office at 22 Vacy St, Newtown, Toowoomba. 
Please contact the HOPE office by phoning 07 4639 2135 or emailing office@hopeaustralia.org.au to request 
your pack(s) of these FREE educational resources. 
 
For those of you living in other parts of Queensland or interstate, please contact Ms Jane Stewart of Sustain 
Ability Int. directly on mob: 0411 838 033 or by email at jane@sustain-ability-int.com to request your copy of 
the CD Rom pack. 
 

 

http://www.publish.csiro.au/book/7379/
http://www.publish.csiro.au/book/7719/
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
mailto:jane@sustain-ability-int.com

