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Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment Inc. 
PO Box 6118 – Clifford Gardens, TOOWOOMBA QLD 4350 
(22 Vacy Street, Toowoomba QLD 4350) 
Ph 07 4639 2135; Email: office@hopeaustralia.org.au   
Website: http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment   
ABN 48 036 173 161 

 

HOPE E-news Bulletin 2018 #03 --- March 2018 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 

Editorial 
 

Good morning folks, 
We have another good mix of articles for your reading pleasure – especially our feature articles on pages 4-5 
and the website summaries written by Arian Vojdani, Year 11 student at Centennary Heights State High School, 
Toowoomba (page 9). 
More contributions of Back to Basics helpful hints articles are always welcome. 
Regards, 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135 
 
 

2018 National/International Events Calendar 
 

March 

• 1  HOPE Community Forum: “Important Honey Flora” by Glen Tucker, Southern Beekeepers Assn 

• 2  Schools Clean Up Day 

• 3  World Wildlife Day 

• 4  Clean Up Australia Day 

• 11-17 National Ground Water Awareness Week 

• 13-15 Green Cities Conference 

• 21  International Day of Forests 

• 21  Harmony Day 

• 22  World Water Day 

• 23  World Meteorological Day 

• 24  Earth Hour 
 

April 

• 18  World Heritage Day 

• 18-20May National Trust Heritage Festival 

• 22  Earth Day 
 
May 

• 6-12 International Composting Awareness Week 

• 8-10 OZWater'18 

• 10-18 World Parks Week 

• 12  World Migratory Bird Day 

• 21-27 National Volunteer Week 

• 22  International Day for Biological Diversity 

• 22  HOPE Community Forum: “How restoring soil balance can help restore our environment” by Colin 
Johnson, EarthLife, Toowoomba 

• 23  World Turtle Day 

• 26  National Sorry Day 

• 27-3June National Reconciliation Week 
 

 
  

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/Householders.Options.to.Protect.the.Environment
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-the-event/clean-up-for-schools
http://www.un.org/en/events/wildlifeday/
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-the-event/clean-up-australia-day
http://www.ngwa.org/Events-Education/awareness/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.greencities.org.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/forestsday/
http://www.harmony.gov.au/
http://www.worldwaterday.org/
https://public.wmo.int/en/events
https://earthhour.org.au/home/default.aspx
http://www.gdrc.org/heritage/world-heritage-day.html
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf/
http://www.earthday.org/
http://www.compostweek.com.au/core/
http://www.ozwater.org/
http://www.parks-week.org/
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/
https://www.cbd.int/idb/
http://www.worldturtleday.org/
http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/sorry-day-stolen-generations
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/what-is-nrw/
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HOPE News --- March 2018 
 
Good morning, 
 

In reviewing the past month’s activities, I realized that not all was smooth sailing. 
 

Lots of effort went into planning and preparing for our quarterly Ordinary Meeting (10 Feb) and our first 
Community Forum on “Important Honey Flora of South-East Queensland” (1 Mar) – but alas, only limited 
numbers attended both events. 
Our second community forum, scheduled for 5 April, is being postponed due to the unavailability of our guest 
speaker. 
 

On the positive side, the committee and admin support staff (all of whom are volunteers) have been busy with 
office highlights being: 

• Regular recruitment of volunteers (Rebecca, Alessio, Bernie, Andrea and Jyoti) who are helping with 
internet research and writing lots of articles, website summaries and helpful hints items for our newsletter, 
website and social media. Thanks to all of you for your contributions. 

• Andrew Nicholson has been accepted as our delegate to a stakeholder group developing a “Human Health 
and Wellbeing Sector Climate Adaptation Plan for Queensland (H-SAP)” 

• HOPE has applied for Associate Membership to Condamine Catchment Management Association (CCMA). 

• Great news! U3A Toowoomba has accepted our offer of a course on Sustainability for Term 2 of this year. 
Myself and Andrew Nicholson will co-tutor the course. 

• HOPE volunteer t-shirts – For those of you who do not yet have one of our t-shirts, please let me know of 
your size and I’ll put a t-shirt aside for you. Likewise, for those of you who require a replacement t-shirt, 
please let me know asap. 

• 12/02 Received $200 sponsorship from Computer Troubleshooters (Tmba) 

• 13/02 Submission to WA govt re: Proposed legislation to provide compensation to organic and 
conventional farmers impacted by contamination events by GM farmers (as per pro forma letter supplied) 

• 13/02 Submission to Federal Govt re: Strategy for Nature 2018-2030. Thanks to Jacinta Saad for 
preparing our submission. 

• 14/02 Issued email nationally re: Annual Fund-raising Appeal  

• 16/02 Spoke at Cultural Diversity Network (CDN) meeting on UN Sustainable Development Goals and 
what we could do locally in the Toowoomba region 

• 16/02 Received an invitation from Family Daycare providers to provide a workshop on sustainable living 
practices. Andrew Nicholson to follow up on specific requirements of presentation.  

• 17/02 Issued media release for Community Forum on “Important Honey Flora” being held on 1st March at 
Toowoomba City Library 

• 19/02 Received and actioned invitation to 2018 Logan Eco Action Festival (being held on Sunday, 27 May 
2018, 10am – 3pm) 

• 19/02 Submitted online application to The Grants Hub for $500 to cover fuel costs 

• 20/02 Issued email nationally promoting Earth Hour, 24 March 2018 

• 28/02 Submitted online funding application to the Qld Gambling Community Benefit Fund (GCBF) for a 
new computer with sufficient memory and hardware capabilities to properly run Windows 10 and MS Office 
2016; and a new tv monitor to show environmental films, etc. from a portable hard drive. 

• 02/03 Issued e: information letter on availability of Nature Journaling workshops to schools, scouts and 
guides in the Toowoomba region 

 

Wow! I think all of the positive items certainly far outweigh the negatives. 
Please show your support for Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment (HOPE) Inc. (Australia) by 
helping where you can. Be it by attending meetings and events, contributing items for the newsletter, website 
and social media; or offering financial support and/or in-kind donations of office consumables like postage 
stamps and photocopy paper. 
 

Regards, 
 

Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135 
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Report on Ordinary Meeting, 10 February 2018 
 

The agenda for February’s Ordinary Meeting was quite full, so it was a pity that we had more 
apologies that attendees on the day. 
 

Our guest speaker, MaryLou Gittens (pictured) from Condamine Catchment Management 
Assn (CCMA) and Queensland Water and Land Carers (QWaLC) spoke about the roles and 
responsibilities of national, state and regional NRM/landcare agencies; and the possible 
formation of a new NRM (Natural Resource Management) group for the Toowoomba region  

 

After MaryLou ’s presentation was followed by discussion on providing more “Back to Basics” type information 
in our newsletter; seeking grant funding for a number of landcare/NRM and related projects – as well as an 
application for a new computer and television monitor. 
 

Lastly, congratulations to Frank Ondrus, our President and Office Manager, for winning the 
inaugural “Unsung Hero for Sustainable Development Goal themes in 2017” awarded by 
United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) Queensland Branch. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Volunteers needed 
More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) – are required to help us maintain our level of 
activity. Volunteers are needed to help with projects, events and display activities, as well as general admin 
duties and media/publications work. We invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer some time 
and talents to help share the workload. Current vacancies include: 

• Researchers – required to review and comment on a range of discussion papers, policy documents and 
reports provided by government departments, business and industry organisations and NGOs. 

• Media Officers – required to write media releases, event notices, date claimers and design promotional 
flyers/posters for projects, campaigns, events and activities 

• Publications Team members – required to write information articles for our newsletter; website summaries; 
and assist with the development of powerpoint presentations and information sheets 

• Newsletter Editor – required to write and/or source articles and other items for compilation into monthly E: 
News Bulletin (formal Job Description available on request) 

 

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your assistance. 
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the 
HOPE office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and publications 
activity can be done via email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE office 
on email office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
 
Advertisement 

Do you want to: 
 
- Save money 
- Eat clean and green 
- Be more physically active 
- Make a Greener choice (or salad) 
- “Offset” your carbon emissions 
- Live, eat and thrive more sustainably 
 

Then Grow Your Own, with Green Harvest Organic Gardening 
 

Helping Australians to grow organically since 1992 
Organic seeds, rare edible plants, gardening books, non-toxic pest control, good tools  
 

Shop: Online 24/7 – www.greenharvest.com.au 
In Person: 9 Gumland Drive, Maleny, Sunshine Coast Hinterland, Qld. | Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

 
 

 
 
  

mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
mailto:office@hopeaustralia.org.au
http://www.greenharvest.com.au/
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Letters to the Editor 

 
Dear Editor, 
 

Re:  Good for you, good for our environment 
 

Many Australians really do want to eat foods that have less chemicals and/or are organically grown. But many 
of us balk, however, at the price and I often balk at the supermarkets increased packaging on organic produce. 
Indeed, I struggle to buy strawberries for all of these reasons: the regular suppliers are far from organic, there’s 
too much packaging, and if I can find organic strawberries sold in a paper or BYO bag... well they probably don’t 
suit my budget. 
 

A great solution this problem is to grow your own vegetables and fruits. Your own vegetable patch can be a real 
money saver, you can make it chemical free, and your produce won’t come wrapped in plastic. 
 

Herbs are great to grow at home, generally speaking you only need a little in your cooking so buying a whole 
bunch isn’t cost effective. Many herbs can be successfully grown in limited space in a container in a location 
convenient to your kitchen. Interplanting herbs and flowers amongst your vegetables can help in the natural 
fight against insects and pests whilst helping your vegetables to grow stronger. 
 

A chemical free garden should also be a home for increased lizards and frogs and these creatures will help in 
your garden by eating snails and insects. 
 

If you haven’t gardened before then don’t be afraid to ask for and seek advice. Your local nursery is a good 
starting point, you can also get books from the library or seek information online (but do try to find information 
relating to your local area or at least Australia). Some local councils also run courses and workshops, often free, 
to help people get into gardening. If there’s a community garden local to you, you could also get involved there, 
or even just pop along and have a friendly chat to some of the gardeners (asking them what they are growing 
is a great starting point). 
 

Once established (which may take a few hours on day 1, depending on what you have already) a successful 
vegetable garden might take just 15 minutes a day, and you certainly shouldn’t have to tend to it every day. 
Time in your garden, a little each day, can be very enjoyable. 
 

Gardening has many benefits: financial, physical, mental, environmental, community, and you’ll probably learn 
a few handy skills. If you have excess produce you can give it away (a friendly gesture) to friends, neighbours, 
or family, or you can preserve it in jams, pickles, or dried produce. 
 

So, whether you have a small patio or a large backyard, it really does make sense to help yourself and our 
environment by growing your own chemical free fruits and vegetables. 
 

Ali Briggs, www.thebelgianandtheaussie.com 
 

 
Advertisement 

 
PLS Printer Services has been operating in the Toowoomba and Darling Downs area for the past 15 years. We are a small 
privately-owned business, and we can supply all your printer consumables and needs. 
 

Services include:  
INKJET & LASER PRINTER CARTRIDGES   NEW COMPATIBLE & GENUINE OEM PRODUCTS 
NEW PRINTER & MFU SALES     PRINTER, FAX & MFU REPAIRS 
ONSITE REPAIR CALLOUT SERVICE 
 

Enquiries:   Paul Simpson, E MAIL office@plsprinters.com.au 
                         PH 07 4635 2300 | FAX 07 4635 2322 | MOB: 0478 413 767 

 
 
 
  

http://www.thebelgianandtheaussie.com/
http://www.plsprinters.com.au/
mailto:office@plsprinters.com.au
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Feature Articles 
 

An overview of Caritas Australia - http://www.caritas.org.au/  
(Written by Alessio Claudi, HOPE volunteer (Qld) 

 
Caritas is an organisation of Catholic inspiration present worldwide that advocates 
for developmental, social and humanitarian aid. It was founded in Germany in 

November 1897 by Lorenz Werthmann, a Catholic priest and social worker. Since then, it has spread to many 
countries all over the world, leading or participating in numerous programs ranging from international 
development and disaster relief, to human rights and health-related issues. 
 

Currently, Caritas has several ongoing projects in developing countries, with their main focus being an effective 
actor on poverty-related issues, but also promoting environmental preservation by advocating sustainable 
practices on various levels. 
 

FOOD, AGRICULTURE AND CLIMATE 
Under nourishment still represents a significant problem in today’s world. Recent phenomena such as land 
grabbing, climate change, unfair trade undertaken by several multinationals companies, as well as conflict, has 
made food-related issues even worse in the last few years. Caritas develops programs that foster a sense of 
community in disadvantaged areas, but it also partners with companies that see fair trade as a corner stone 
value.  
 

Caritas initiatives are also focused on training locals in all aspect of agriculture and crop management, to ensure 
long-term development and sustainable food sources. These aspects will, in the long run, help to consider food 
no longer as a commodity, but rather a sustainable source for local populations.  
 

Climate related issues can jeopardise the stability and the well-being of people. Caritas works towards raising 
awareness on climate change by attracting the attention of the international community as well as various actors 
in the political and environmental sector. Caritas sees environmental preservation as a social justice problem. 
 

WATER, SANITATION AND HEALTH 
Water represents the essence of life, the element without which life could not exist. However, hundreds of 
millions of people do not have proper access to water, and 2.5 billion do not have suitable sanitation. The poor 
quality of water also leads to illnesses and decreases the capacity to grow healthy crops. 
For this reason, Caritas is improving education in regard to hygiene and sanitation, as well as providing systems 
and technological know-how to improve the living conditions of people in developing countries. 
 

In many parts of the world the access to healthcare is either scarce or unaffordable for the local population. 
Caritas is among the strongest advocates for the right to basic healthcare, and it is involved in projects that 
support healthcare development in rural areas and in developing countries.  
 

Caritas provides community training and healthcare during humanitarian crises, also by supplying medical 
equipment and medicine. Moreover, it specially trains members of the local communities in key roles such as 
midwifery and health care operators. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS, WOMEN RIGHTS, PEACE BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT 
‘Today 130 million children are illiterate, 75 percent of secondary school aged children in sub-Saharan Africa 
are not in school and 774 million adults don’t have basic literacy skills’ (Caritas 2018). 
 

From Asia-Pacific to South America and South-East Asia, Caritas has actively lead humanitarian missions 
throughout the years with free primary education being their first objective. Caritas' initiatives provide schools 
and medical support to children in need all over the world, conveying the donations in projects that have truly 
made the difference in the lives of disadvantaged children. 
 

Recognition of indigenous cultures and traditions are very important for Caritas, as exemplified by projects such 
as the Red Dust Healing and Tjanpi Desert Weavers program which actively support and empower local 
communities to express their past, and help preserve their cultures for present and future generations.  In Laos 
and Vietnam, Caritas started projects to develop disability awareness by creating a network including families 
and experts to improve the conditions of people with disability. 
 

Caritas is involved with associations regarding violence against women and children. The organisation works 
towards the defeat of a culture of violence that sadly, is still present in many parts of the world. Working toward 
the goal of world peace is one the pivotal goals of Caritas, and this indeed can be best done by empowering 
women and children to express themselves, and working on goals to improve their living conditions. Caritas is 
also involved in the fight to eradicate endemic illnesses such as HIV and AIDS. 
 

http://www.caritas.org.au/
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Overall, Caritas represents a true example of HOPE’s motto: "Think Globally - Act Locally". With its numerous 
programs, that really do make a difference, Caritas represents a strong, key factor in international aid and 
human rights advocacy. 
 
To learn more about Caritas projects and its goals go to: http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/global-poverty-
issues 
 

 

Optimizing roads to limit environmental damage and maximize societal development in the 
Asia-Pacific 
By Dr. Mason Campbell, Dr. Mohammed Alamgir and Professor William Laurance, James Cook University, Cairns, Australia 

 
When thinking of threats to the environment roads are probably not at the top of many people’s list. They should 
be. Road expansion is occurring at a frightening pace across the globe with projections by the International 
Energy Agency estimating more than 25 million kilometers of paved roads alone will be built by 2050. That is 
enough to encircle the entire planet more than 600 times! Approximately 90% of these roads will be built in 
developing tropical and subtropical regions; the epicenter of global biodiversity and the host of some of the 
planets most critical ecosystems. In the developing nations of Asia, for instance, in the next three years the total 
length of paved roads will double according to estimates by the Asian Development Bank. Part of this expansion 
will be as direct result of China’s planned trillion dollars ‘Belt and Road’ and ‘21st Century Maritime Silk Road’ 
projects which are expected to span more than 70 nations.  
 

The current road-building spree poses a significant risk to environments globally as road development is known 
to equate to the opening of a ‘Pandora’s box’ of environmental ills. In the Amazon, for instance, 95% of all 
deforestation occurs within 5.5 km of a road and for every 1 km of legal road length there is an additional 3 km 
of illegal road. Roads provide illegal loggers, miners and poachers with access to hitherto inaccessible forests. 
In Africa, this access has been implicated in the loss of two thirds of Africa’s forest elephants in the last decade 
alone. Roads can also degrade environments by functioning as barriers to animal movement, facilitating 
landslides, and aiding the dispersal of pests and diseases just to name but a few of the known impacts.  
 

Despite the severe impacts roads can have on environmental systems they are direly needed for the 
development of many tropical nations. Roads encourage more rural investment and give local residents better 
access to jobs, health care and schools. They also provide a cost-effective way to promote economic growth, 
encourage regional trade and provide access to natural resources and land suitable for agriculture. The need 
for road development in the tropics will only continue to increase given that by the year 2050 more than half the 
world’s population will reside in the tropics including a staggering two-thirds of its young children (under 5 years).  
 

To explore the ways to best balance environmental conservation and social development when planning and 
building roads, more than 200 of the Asia Pacific’s sharpest minds from academia, not for profit conservation 
groups and governments met in Kuala Lumpur. The two-day conference in October entitled “Infrastructure in 
the Asia-Pacific: Promoting Benefits & Limiting Environmental Risks,” was hosted by the Centre for Tropical 
Environmental and Sustainability Science from Australia’s James Cook University. On the first day the 
conference attendees witnessed a wide array of road related presentations from some of the regions foremost 
experts discussing topics as diverse as road planning in Indonesia, elephant movement across roads in 
Malaysia, failed road development in Manus Island, and improving techniques for better conservationist 
engagement with the “dark side” of governmental road planners and engineers. The second day was allocated 
to workshops where teams of experts collaborated to develop practical approaches to some of the major topics 
related to roads in the Asia-Pacific. Thorny issues such as “ways to influence road development decisions at 
the planning stage” and “strategies to ensure lending standards of financial institutions optimize environmental 
outcomes and not just profit” were discussed and debated at length. These discussions were finalized through 
group presentations and audience contributions allowing attendees to decide how best to incorporate these 
outcomes into their often-unique regional circumstances.  
 

At the end of the two days, a weary yet optimistic group began dispersing to their widely scattered locales with 
a new sense of purpose. This purpose can be best summarized by the initiator of the conference Distinguished 
Professor Bill Laurance who stated that “we desperately need to plan infrastructure and especially proliferating 
roads a lot better than we’re doing at present. We have to learn to live with roads—and do everything we can 
to ensure that nature can live with them as well”. 
 

 
  

http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/global-poverty-issues
http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/global-poverty-issues
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Queensland News 
 

Toowoomba Home Produce Swap Group 
 

Home produce growers on the Darling Downs know just how 
difficult it can be to protect their produce from pests and 
drought but sometimes the results of getting it right can be 
an excess of produce.  
 

So, what can you do if the family start saying “no” to more 
chokoes, “thanks but we’ve had enough silverbeet”, or “we 
don’t need any more lemons”? You could preserve it, bottle 
it, freeze it, or try and eat it all yourself, or you could join the 
Toowoomba Home Produce Swap Group where you can 
trade your excess for home-grown crop for produce you don’t 
grow yourself. 
 

Toowoomba Home Produce Swap Group was formed to 
create an avenue for local people to swap their excess 
produce, connect with like-minded people, and share 
knowledge and information about all things produce and 
garden related.  
 

Members connect via Facebook and have the opportunity to 
meet once a month at East Creek Community Centre, where 
they can have a cuppa and trade their excess produce. All 
produce swaps are currency free; that means we do not sell 

any produce or goods. 
 

So, what can you swap? The list is almost endless. We swap fresh fruit and veges, herbs, eggs, baked goodies, 
preserved fruit and veg, home-made sauces, chutney, jam, kombucha, plants and cuttings, seedlings, glass 
jars, egg cartons, worm wee, alpaca poo, plus a whole lot more. 
 

We are also doing our bit for the future of edible plants by having our own seed bank. The seed bank is 
accessible to members during the monthly swap meet. Members are encouraged to use the seeds to grow for 
their own consumption, to grow for seedlings or produce to swap, and to save their own seeds to replenish the 
seed bank. Our preference is to save seeds from non-hybrid and/or heirloom varieties. 
 

There is also a supply of gardening magazines available to borrow. 
 

Members can use the Facebook page to organise their own swaps, ask questions or start discussions. Each 
month we have a new discussion topic which allows members to share their experiences, successes (and 
otherwise), tips and hints, and recipes.  
 

Occasionally, throughout the year, we may visit a member’s garden to share gardening ideas and as a social 
catch up. 
 

Toowoomba Home Produce Swap Group members are friendly, helpful and passionate about growing their 
produce and sharing their knowledge. 
 

Swap meets are held on the first Saturday each month (except January) from 9am – 11am at East Creek 
Community Centre, 43 Kitchener Street, Toowoomba. There is no membership fee however a gold coin 
donation helps pay for the hire of the venue.  
 

If you would like more information, please contact Julie 0488 932 933 or join Toowoomba Home Produce Swap 
Group on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Toowoomba-Home-Produce-Swap-Page-
911880845510970/ . 
 

 
Advertisement 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Toowoomba-Home-Produce-Swap-Page-911880845510970/
https://www.facebook.com/Toowoomba-Home-Produce-Swap-Page-911880845510970/
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Amaroo Environmental Education Centre – www.amarooeec.eq.edu.au  
 
Amaroo Environmental Education Centre is a Department of Education, Queensland 
facility that conducts environmental and Indigenous education programs for schools. It 
is staffed by qualified principal, teachers and support personnel. Amaroo EEC is located 
22kms north of Toowoomba and was opened in 1975 at the site of the former Kleinton 
State School.  

 

 
 

Programs are offered for classes from Prep to Year 12 and Special Schools and are conducted at the centre in 
Kleinton and a variety of locations including: Cooby Dam, Toowoomba Creeks and Catchments, Ravensbourne 
National Park, Peacehaven Botanic Park, Gummingurru and Crow’s Nest - Bullocky’s Rest & Hartman Park. 
Some of our programs can be delivered in schools, which avoids the need for student transport to the centre.  
 

Teachers from visiting schools, select programs from a range Amaroo has developed and support the Australian 
Curriculum. Examples of program contents include: investigating freshwater streams; energy efficiency; waste 
minimisation; rainforest habitats; Indigenous Culture; sensory experiences in the natural environment; mini 
beast studies or a one-day hands-on camping experience. We also provide courses and events for specific 
educational groups on a negotiated basis. An example of the course is the Certificate II in Conservation and 
Land Management for senior secondary students and an event is the National Science Week Roadshow for 
rural and remote schools.  
 

During 2018 we provided programs for nearly 8,000 students mainly from the Darling Downs 
region. There is s student visitation fee for all our programs and courses which is available 
on our website.  
 

For further information visit our website www.amarooeec.eq.edu.au  
or Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/amarooeec/  
or email admin@amarooeec.eq.edu.au or phone (07) 4596 4333.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.amarooeec.eq.edu.au/
http://www.amarooeec.eq.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/amarooeec/
mailto:admin@amarooeec.eq.edu.au
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Interesting Websites 
Written by Arian Vojdani, Year 11 student at Centennary Heights State High School, Toowoomba, Qld 

 

Food Bank - https://www.foodbank.org.au/ 
Food Bank’s principal aim is to act as a pantry to charities and community 
groups who feed those in hunger. The company was founded in 1992 in 
NSW. Each year, “Food Bank” distributes 35 million kilograms of food and 
groceries, which is equivalent of over 172,000 meals per day. “Food Bank” 
is known for being Australia’s largest hunger relief organization, providing 
63 million meals a year to over 2,600 charities and 1,750 schools all around 
Australia. The company collaborates with suppliers, manufacturers and 
transporters in industries such as the “Collaborative Supply Program”, to 
source key staple foods that don’t come in sufficient quantities. The 

Newsletter Subscriptions mentions a “Fuel Issue” series which explains the issues that are impacting Australia, 
and “Fuel Issue” also explains the news of good deeds occurred by “Food Bank”.  
 

 

Landcare Australia - https://landcareaustralia.org.au/ 
Landcare Australia’s principal aim is dedicated to managing 
environmental issues in local communities across Australia. Landcare 
Australia was founded in Victoria in 1986. From July 2016 to July 2017, 
$100,000 was raised through Landcare Australia’s “Workplace Giving 
Program”, in order to provide as much funds needed to help address the 
impact that feral animals, human encroachment and introduced species 

have on Australia’s soils and waterways. In November 2016, Landcare Australia had a project restoring the 
“Tasmanian World Heritage” site, and it has been successful. The “National Landcare Network” and Landcare 
Australia have welcomed the Federal Government’s distribution of $1 billion to the “National Landcare 
Programme”, so it can secure funding for the five-year program commencing in the 2019 fiscal year.  
 

 

OzHarvest - http://www.ozharvest.org/ 
OzHarvest’s principal aim is to collect quality excess food from 
commercial outlets and deliver it to more than 1000 charities. 
Other aims include spreading education about healthy eating, 
and preventing food waste. OzHarvest was founded in 2004 
by Ronni Kahn. OzHarvest has saved 26 thousand tons of food 
since the beginning of 2004. “OzHarvest” and British 
Petroleum (BP) Australia formed a partnership 5 years ago, in 
order to reduce food waste and help deliver more meals to 

people in need across Australia. The Newsletter subscription displays the achievements of “OzHarvest” and 
amazing programs that have occurred. 
 

 

 
SustainAbility - http://sustainability.com/ 
SustainAbility’s principal aim is to inspire and enable leaders to drive change inside companies, within value 
chains, across markets and throughout systems. Other aims include helping their clients make better decisions, 
integrate sustainability into their business and create innovative solutions. The industry has reported on the 
progress of climate change and how they can change it for the better, therefore the company has sought expert 
opinions on possible solutions for climate change. SustainAbility’s work with network members has contributed 
to more comprehensive reporting that has built credibility and effective engagement among shareholders. The 
company’s collaborations with other companies, such as “SDGs” and COP21”, have played a key part in 
bringing the SustainAbility business to where they are now.  
 

 

https://www.foodbank.org.au/
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/
http://www.ozharvest.org/
http://sustainability.com/

