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Community groups call for Plastic Bag Ban and Container Deposits 
in Queensland 
 
 
Clean Up Australia, the Boomerang Alliance of 31 groups and Wildlife Queensland 
(WPSQ) have joined forces to launch the 100 Day campaign to call for effective 
action to stop litter, particularly plastic pollution in Queensland. This call comes on 
the 25th Clean Up Australia Day, when thousands of Queensland volunteers join 
forces to clean up their local environment. 
 
According to the latest Clean Up Australia Rubbish Report, plastics and drink 
containers are still a major problem in Queensland. Despite all the government 
programs over the years, beverage containers still represented over 37% of the Top 
10 items reported by volunteers in 2014.  
 
 ‘After 25 years of solid work by hundreds of thousands of Queenslanders, its time 
for their Government to acknowledge the efforts of these volunteers and 
demonstrate some leadership by stopping plastics and containers being discarded in 
the first place,’ said Ian Kiernan AO, Chairman and founder of Clean Up Australia  
 
 ‘We are calling on the Queensland government to phase-out of single use plastic 
bags and introduce a container deposit scheme.’ said Kiernan  
 
 ‘Litter, particularly plastics, is not only an eyesore its deadly to wildlife. UQ studies 
have estimated that 30% of all turtle mortalities in Moreton Bay are due to plastic 
ingestion.’ said Toby Hutcheon, spokesperson of Boomerang Alliance and Wildlife 
QLD  
 
Clean Up Australia, the Boomerang Alliance and Wildlife Queensland have backed a 
plan that calls on the State government to act within the next 100 days to:  
 

• Publicly release proposals to restrict and phase-out single use plastic 
bags  

• Instigate an investigation into a state based container refund scheme, 
ideally working alongside the NSW Government. (NSW Government 
has announced plans for a container deposit scheme) 
                                                                          



 
‘Surveys consistently show support for action on plastic bags and a recent Newspoll 
by Boomerang Alliance (Jan 2015) showed that 85% of Queenslanders supported a 
container deposit scheme.’ said Hutcheon 
 
‘Dramatically reducing plastic bags and discarded containers from creeks, beaches 
and the marine environment would be the best thank you a government could ever 
give to the Clean Up community of volunteers.’ said Kiernan  
 
'A container deposit system would also create hundreds of jobs and substantial 
funds every year for charities and local clubs." 
 
 
For More Information: Toby Hutcheon will be at a preferred clean up site in 
Brisbane/bayside on Sunday 1 March. Please contact 0422 990 372 for details. 
 
 

 
Footage of Ian Kiernan on 25th Clean Up Australia Day is available via 
Channel 9 Television Sydney at 3pm AEST on Sunday 1 March 2015 

	  


