
Office News Report -- 10 March 2013 
 

Overview: 
What an interesting and productive couple of months it’s been for us at the office. Thanks to all who have made 
contributions – especially members of the management committee, office admin staff and the many local and online 
volunteers. Your efforts are appreciated. 
 
Nationally and state-wide, we continue to support the good works of our colleagues by promoting their projects, 
campaigns and events through our website and e:news bulletin; as well by on-forwarding important communiques directly 
to our members and supporters. 
Our promotional activities have focussed on “Protecting the Laws that Protect the Places You Love” 
(www.placesyoulove.org); Clean Up Australia events; “Plastic Bag Free Queensland” (www.qccqld.org.au); and the Qld 
Protect the Bush Alliance (www.ptba.org.au). 
 
Locally – i.e. in Toowoomba – the office staff reviewed office procedures and practices; undertook a national promotional 
media campaign and membership drive; and developed a full suite of administrative policies. Thanks Tia and her skills for 
these major undertakings. Thanks also to OurCommunity http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/ for access to their draft policy 
templates.  
We also helped the management committee organise an appeal for gardening tools and equipment (Jan-Feb), various 
information displays, quarterly meeting (15 Feb), garage sale (23 Feb) and the screening of the In Transition 2.0 
documentary (28 Feb). 
On the down side, several members of the management committee and admin support volunteers have been unable to 
contribute to HOPE’s activities due to either work commitments or ill health. We hope their respective situations improve 
soon. In the meantime, we invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer some of your time and talents to help 
share the workload! 
 
 

Summary reports: 
HOPE’s appeal for gardening tools and equipment was an outstanding success! The collected items were donated to 
Friends of the Escarpment Parks and Highfields Pioneer Village. Thanks to everyone who donated items.  
 
Our information display at Grand Central Shopping Centre (GCSC), Toowoomba, 11-17 February, wasn’t as well 
patronised as we hoped it might have been. Thanks to GCSC’s centre management for the free site; and to Toowoomba 
Regional Council, Friends of the Escarpment Parks and Birdlife Southern Queensland for providing literature, posters and 
volunteers throughout the week-long display.  
 
Ordinary Meeting, 15 Feb. --- 18 adults (representing 6 envNGOs) were present to hear Howard Nielsen (NAC 
Consulting) explain the role of the proposed Conservation Council for the Darling Downs region; and to field 
questions/concerns from the audience. 
After a short cuppa break, HOPE members re-grouped for the business part of the meeting. 
As there were insufficient committee members present to form a quorum, no motions were dealt with and only brief notes 
of the meeting were taken. A full copy of the report is available from the office. 
Garage Sale, 23 Feb -- Sales of $715 less $42.50 for promotional advert in The Chronicle newspaper giving us a net 
profit of $672.50. A fantastic result! Thanks to all the donors of goods & chattels; and to Joy, Tia & Mary who helped with 
set-up, staffing on the day and packing up. Leftover goods were disbursed over several days to local charities. 
 
National Screening of In Transition 2.0 documentary, 28 Feb – The screening was held at the Toowoomba campus of 
the University of Southern Queensland - good venue, but very low attendance. Damn!! We’ll arrange to have other 
screenings throughout the year. We’ll also make the video available to members and community groups for private 
screenings.  
 
Clean Up Australia Day, 3 Mar – HOPE’s head office planned a clean-up of the neighbourhood area in which the office 
is located. The event was cancelled due to wet, cold and windy weather. Thanks to The Glennie School and St. Mary’s 
College, both located near the HOPE office,  for cleaning up their respective school precincts. 
 
 

Other matters: 
Gardenfest 2013, 3-5 May, Toowoomba 
HOPE has been offered 2 free sites at Gardenfest 2013 being held on 3-5 May at the Toowoomba College of TAFE. 
We propose to have an information display and a number of demonstration activities. 

http://www.placesyoulove.org/
http://www.qccqld.org.au/
http://www.ptba.org.au/
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/


Ian Simons has agreed to provide a chook tractor; and Terry Ryan will demonstrate square foot gardening and a worm 
farm. We would like to include a working compost bin demonstration; and an urban weeds display. Can you help with 
either of these?! 
Lots of volunteers will be required over this 3 day event.  Please register your interest by contacting the office on 4639 
2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au .  
 
Celebrating Queensland’s Environment, 3-7 June, Toowoomba 
HOPE has decided to jointly celebrate World Environment Day (5 June) and Queensland Day (6 June) under the banner 
of Celebrating Queensland’s Environment. Our aim is to showcase the good works of government agencies (federal, state 
and local), the University of Southern Queensland and the environment sector in looking after our natural environment. 
HOPE has booked a week long (3-7 June) community information area at the Grand Central Shopping Centre, (GCSC), 
corner of Margaret and Dent Sts, Toowoomba; as well as the upstairs Jacaranda Conference Room (GCSC) on 6 June 
for a half-day speakers program. 
Once we have confirmed the participants, we’ll organise the program and start promoting the event. 
Volunteers will be required to staff both aspects of the event. Please register your interest by contacting the office on 4639 
2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au .  
 

 
Outreach activities 
1. Kitchen Conversations – In keeping with our ‘back to basics’ approach of promoting HOPE and its Charter, we’d like 

to introduce “kitchen conversations” as a means to share experiences and knowledge about living more sustainably.  
The office is pleased to host a regular Monday morning kitchen conversation over a cup of tea. We invite others to 
host a similar get-together in their community. 

2. HOPE information display at PCYC Market – We are looking for volunteers to staff a regular monthly information 
display at the Toowoomba PCYC market. HOPE will cover the cost of the site and provide the equipment and 
literature. Please register your interest by contacting the office on 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au .  

 
 
Annual Pledge Day 
We invite members and supporters to consider making an annual financial contribution to help cover our operating costs 
of approx. $15,500 p.a. 
Currently, our income is derived from project grants, fund-raising, corporate sponsorship and donations, but falls well 
short of our requirements. 
Your financial support, by way of an annual pledge, will considerably help us to achieve better financial viability. 
Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au  to discuss payment options.  
 
 
Volunteers needed 
More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) – are required to help us maintain our high levels of activity. 
We are currently looking for people to assist with admin tasks; internet research and article writing; and media and 
marketing activities. We are also seeking expert comment from academics and the like to assist in critiquing government 
and industry reports. On-ground helpers are also required to assist with staffing information displays, and helping out at 
events. 
Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your assistance. 
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the HOPE office is 
in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and publications activity can be done via 
email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE office on email 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Frank Ondrus, President – HOPE Inc., ph 07 4639 2135 
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