
 

 

Office News Report – 

November 2014 
 
Good afternoon folks, 
 
This month’s office report centres on the Clean 
Up Kearney event; our Annual General 
Meeting; and a special meeting to discuss 
“planned and proposed undertakings in 2015”. 
 
Due to a lack of entries in T-shirt Logo 
Competition, the management committee has 
agreed to extend the competition until 31 
January 2015.  
Please consider submitting an entry. 
Remember, the winning entry receives $500!! 
 
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager, ph 07 4639 
2135 

 

 

T-shirt Logo Competition 
 

Householders’ Options to Protect the 
Environment (HOPE) is looking to lift its profile 
and to better ‘market’ itself at public events; 
and so, we are holding a “T-shirt logo 
competition”.  
 

The current logo is shown below. The design 
may be based on HOPE’s charter OR a brand 
new concept! The logo should be attractive – 
with a catchy/meaningful message. 
 

 
(current logo used on HOPE letterheads, etc.) 

 

The logo is to be 15 cm square and can be 
made in any medium – remembering that it will 
need to be digitised for future use.  
 

Submit your entry by Saturday 31 January 
2015. There is a generous cash prize of $500 
for the winner. 
 

Please email your entry to the HOPE office at 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . 
 

 

 

Clean Up Kearney 

Amy Parker, a year 10 student from Centenary 
Heights State High School, in partnership with 
HOPE, organised the Clean Up Kearney 
(Springs) event held on Saturday, 25 October. 
 

 
(Amy Parker, event organiser) 

 

Some 50+ volunteers cleaned up the entire 
Kearney Springs sports-fields and associated 
parklands precinct – with 3 large bags of 
recyclables collected and 11 large bags of 
rubbish. 
 

Big thanks to USQ Change Makers Program 
for providing the $500 grant; Centenary 
Heights SHS and Toowoomba Regional 
Council for their support and assistance; 
several companies who provided poly 
collection bags; and to the many volunteers 
who helped with the BBQ, etc. and the 
collecting rubbish on the day. Much 
appreciated - one and all. 
 

 
(some of the clean-up volunteers) 

 

 

 
 

Office Hours 
HOPE’s office is open every Monday from 9am 
to 5pm; with the library resources available at 
the same time. Other times by appointment 
only.  
Phone the office on 07 4639 2135 to signal 
your interest in coming along for a chat or to 
access the library. 
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AGM 2013-2014 Report 
 
HOPE held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
on Saturday 8 November at the home of Frank 
& Mary Ondrus (which also doubles as the 
HOPE Office). 
 
Guest speakers included Mark Tranter who 
spoke about the Alternative Technology 
Association (ATA) and his plans to launch a 
Toowoomba branch in the New Year; Ross 
Campbell from Eco Blueprints who spoke 
about building code regulations and 
sustainable housing; and Cam Mackenzie who 
briefed us on the newly formed Darling Downs 
Environment Council. 
 
A review of 2013-2014 was given by President 
Frank Ondrus with notable highlights being the 
monthly series of Community Forums and the 
annual Celebrating Our Environment Expo 
held in June at the University of Southern 
Queensland.  
 
 
Election of Office Bearers for 2014-2015: 
We farewelled 3 executive members – Terry 
Ryan (Vice President), Miriam Sharp 
(Secretary) and Joy van der Wyk (Treasurer) – 
and welcomed several new faces to the 
management team – Charmaine Atkinson 
(Newsletter Editor & Facebook Administrator), 
Shawn Dang (Website Manager) and Lin 
Boyle (Media Team). 
A sincere thanks to departing members for 
your efforts over tears; and good luck to 
incoming members – noting that training will 
be provided to you in the coming weeks. 
Lastly, we thank Jerry Coleby-Williams (from 
ABC’s Gardening Australia program) for his 
continuing support as our Patron. 
 
 

Executive Committee 

President Frank Ondrus 

Vice President  

Secretary Kerry Kruger 

Treasurer Kerry Kruger 

Newsletter Editor Charmaine Atkinson 

 

Admin Support Staff 

Office Manager Frank Ondrus 

Membership Officer Barry Miller 

Website Manager Shawn Dang 

IT Advisor David Shipp 

Media Team Lin Boyle 

 
 

 

1st Ordinary Meeting of 2014-2015  

 
Following the AGM on 8 November, we held 
our first meeting for 2014-2015. 
 
Some carry–forward items from 2013-2014 
were dealt with, whilst the remainder were 
added to the agenda for the Planning Meeting 
scheduled for 22 November. 
 
Items dealt with included: 

 T-shirt Logo Competition deadline 
extended to 31 Jan 2015 

 Sponsorship material endorsed – with kits 
to be distributed in early 2015 

 GCBF “Composite equipment” grant 
application to be submitted by 30 
November 

 

 

Planning Meeting, 22 Nov 2014  

 
Several members of the management team 
met on 22 November 2014 to discuss planned 
and proposed undertakings for 2015 
 
It was agreed that HOPE would focus on the 
following aspects during 2015: 
o Maintain (and strengthen where possible) 

our relationships/alliances with 
international, national, state (Qld) and 
local/regional partners 

o Support key local/regional community 
events through the provision of information 
displays (and demonstration activities 
where appropriate)  

o Develop a series of 8 to 10, 2 hour, 
monthly workshops providing practical 
advice and demonstration activity around 
the themes of self-sufficiency – both inside 
and outside the house (Toowoomba only) 

o Seek funding to: 
o develop a series of Information Sheets 

 new template required 
o take a “Smart Living Workshop” 

program, in partnership with NEEN 
(National Energy Efficiency Network)  
on tour throughout the Catholic 
Diocese of Toowoomba  

o see backlog of proposed projects (on 
file)  

 
More details on the above matters will be 
presented in the January newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Bouquets & Brickbats 
 
Congrats to European Union who are 
proposing to ban “many leading cereal 
fungicides due to their perceived effect on 
human health.” (Full article at 
http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/23/10/2014/14725
9/key-cereal-fungicides-may-be-banned-as-eu-
tightens-rules.htm ) 
 
Congrats to the management of the Sydney 
Opera House for investing in a technology 
upgrade to reduce energy use by 75% and 
enhance artistic quality of the concert hall. 
(Perhaps all large property managers should 
consider in implementing similar energy 
efficiency measures.) 

 

 
 

 

More active volunteers needed 
Volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) 
– are required to help us maintain our high 
levels of activity. 
 

We are currently looking for people to assist 
with admin tasks; internet research and article 
writing; and media and marketing activities.  
 

We are also seeking expert comment from 
academics and the like to assist in critiquing 
government and industry reports.  
 

On-ground helpers are also required to assist 
with staffing information displays, and helping 
out at events.  
 

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or 
email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer 
your assistance.  
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally 
be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba 
area) because the HOPE office is in 
Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the 
literature review, research, media and 
publications activity can be done via email.  
 

We also require a range of “issue 
campaigners/special interest spokespeople” to 
respond to the many requests and/or news 
items receive weekly.  
 

If you have a little bit of time to help us in any 
way, then contact the HOPE office on email 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 
4639 2135. 
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