
Office News Report --- 26 August 2013 
What a busy and productive, but sometimes exhausting, month it has been for HOPE. 
Office staff has been busy reviewing procedures and operational practices in an effort to streamline 
processes and the ‘paper trail’ reporting requirements. 
 

A budget review meeting on 27 July highlighted the need for us to pursue corporate sponsorship; and 
investigate “an Annual Pledge” program and/or Donation facility on our website. 
 

During August, we assisted the management committee with organising and staffing 6 environmental 
information displays - 5 in Toowoomba and one at the CREEC (Caboolture Regional Environmental 
Education Centre) Expo on 24

th
 August. 

 

HOPE’s external outreach activities for member and supporter envNGOs include: 

 on-forwarding key communiques and/or media releases; 

 promoting a range of programs and events via our website; Facebook and e:news bulletin; and 

 distributing envNGOs literature alongside ours at the events we attend. 
 

In an effort to connect more regularly with our ‘local’ HOPE members and friends, we have started a weekly 
Monday morning tea program. This initiative coincides with our office’s open hours and access to library 
resources.  This week’s theme is gardening and we are delighted to have Terry Ryan, a former chairperson 
of the Toowoomba Community Organic Gardens Association (TCOGA) as our guest speaker.  The HOPE 
office is located at 22 Vacy St, Toowoomba and our next morning tea is Monday 26 August (today!!), 
commencing at 10am.  As seats are limited, please RSVP as soon as you can.  Contact Frank on (07) 4639 
2135. 
 

On the projects front, we are still in negotiation with: 

 SQIT (Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE) Horticulture to stage 3 gardening workshops later this 
year; and  

 USQ (University of Southern Queensland) to co-host next years’ Celebrating Our Environment Expo on 
Wednesday 4 June 2014.  
(A funding application for event support was submitted to Toowoomba Regional Council on 15 August) 

 

Lastly, I invite you to attend the quarterly HOPE Ordinary Meeting and shared lunch at the home of Frank 
and Mary Ondrus, 22 Vacy Street, Toowoomba – with the meeting commencing at 11am sharp and lunch to 
follow around 12.30pm. A copy of the meeting’s agenda, etc. will be emailed separately. 
 
Frank Ondrus, President and acting Office Manager – HOPE Inc. 
 
 
HOPE Reference Library 
HOPE has a good collection of library reference material – both hard-copy (books, magazines, reports, 
DVDs) and electronic reports and newsletters. Topics include biodiversity, climate change, energy, Govt, 
landcare/NRM, MDB, mining, pest plants and animals, sustainable housing, waste and water. Hard-copy 
material is available from office; and electronic material is available by email. If you are chasing something 
specific, why not give us a call on 07 4639 2135 or send an email request to office@hopeaustralia.org.au. 
By the way, we have a number of outstanding loans at present. Please return materials promptly to us at 
HOPE Office, PO Box 6118 – Clifford Gardens, Toowoomba QLD 4350 or drop them off at 22 Vacy Street, 
Toowoomba. 
 

Volunteers needed 
More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) – are required to help us maintain our high levels 
of activity. Volunteers are needed to help with projects, events and display activities, as well as general 
admin duties and media/publications work. We invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer 
some of your time and talents to help share the workload!) 
 

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your assistance. 
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the 
HOPE office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and 
publications activity can be done via email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact 
the HOPE office on email office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
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