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A demonstration of public and 
professional support for an emergency 
response to the climate crisis in 
Australia:

Over 2000 physical attendees + 
streaming audience

Over 100 presenters – many 
international experts in their
fields 

The National Climate 
Emergency Summit, 
Melbourne 2020



This slide was presented at the 
NCES Summit. 

Like many other slides by the 
likes of: Al Gore, the IPCC, CSIRO 
before it. 

It shows the relatively rapid rise 
to the dangerous levels of global 
temperature we are now 
experiencing

The dangerous 
increase in 
temperature caused 
by greenhouse gas 
emissions

Slides courtesy of Michael Mann, David Spratt and the National Centre for Climate Restoration (Breakthrough) 



Currently we are not on track globally 
to stay within a ‘safe’ 1.5 or even 2.0 
degrees Celsius of warming by 2100 
but rather 3.2 – 5.0 degrees.

The latest climate science has revised 
down what is ‘safe’ – predicting that 
even a 1.5 degree Celsius increase will 
still produce many problems.

What level of ‘safe’ GHG emissions and 
increased temperatures are we 
prepared to allow our leaders to foist 
upon us?

The inadequate pace 
of reduction of 
greenhouse gas 
emissions



We are currently not on track globally 
to stay within a ‘safe’ 1.5 or even 2.0 
degrees Celsius of warming by 2100 
but are heading for 3.2 – 5.0 degrees.

The latest climate science has revised 
down what is ‘safe’ anyway –
predicting that even a 1.5 degree 
Celsius increase will produce many 
problems.

A trade off here?  What level of ‘safe’ 
GHG emissions and increased 
temperatures are we prepared to 
allow our leaders to foist upon us?

The inadequate pace 
of reduction of 
greenhouse gas 
emissions



Ocean level rise caused by melting ice: in 
Greenland, the Arctic and most importantly: 
Antarctic - with 70% of World’s freshwater.

Coral reefs – massive amounts of bleaching 
and die back worldwide including the GBR.

Permafrost melting –causing infrastructure 
sinking & slipping – and release of methane

Atlantic circulation and possible Gulf Stream 
counter intuitive effects on Western Europe

Tipping points and 
feedback loops to a 

Hothouse Earth?



Many governments have failed in their 
duty of care to protect citizen safety, 
well-being and livelihood as the climate 
emergency unfolds.

Australian governments have left the 
community largely unprepared for the 
climate-related disasters now 
unfolding. 

We need extensive political reform and 
community mobilization to maintain a 
cohesive society as climate change 
impacts escalate

The failure of political 
leadership & need for a 

stronger democracy 



Darebin City Council, Victoria - the first local 
government to make a Climate Emergency 
Declaration (CED) in late 2016

The CED initiative now adopted by a wide 
range of local councils and cities around the 
world

The CED process is still evolving but a CED is 
widely understood to mean inter alia:

Greatly increased GHG reduction targets for 
government - and a much greater focus on 
mobilising citizens/helping them adapt to 
existing climate change trends.
.

Local government: a 
practical vision to 
tackle the climate 
emergency challenge?



Follow on things we could do from here:



Follow on things we could do from here:



It demonstrated a high level of public and 
professional support for an emergency 
response to the climate crisis.

It reminded us, scientifically, of the scale and 
urgency of the climate challenges we face.

It critiqued the abject failure of political 
leadership, responsibility and ethical duty of 
care owed by government to its citizens on 
climate change. 

It provided a manifesto of key reforms needed 
to start tackling the climate emergency in a 
serious, responsible and systematic way 

(The Safe Climate Declaration)

The importance of the 
National Climate 

Emergency Summit, 2020

Images courtesy of NCES and Croakey

Summing Up



ANY QUESTIONS?

The National Climate Emergency Summit in Melbourne 2020


