
Schools Sustainability Forum 2012 

HOPE is pleased to make final comment on the success of the inaugural Schools Sustainability Forum 
facilitated on Friday 27th April 2012 and which was held at St Ursula’s College, Toowoomba. And to invite an 
early expression of interest from schools for participation in a 2013 Forum. 

HOPE was very satisfied with the progress made toward attainment of key, environmental capacity building 
objectives in this inaugural Forum; and with the enthusiastic participation of the 10 local schools and 60 
students who helped make this possible. Our objectives were to help foster youth leadership for the 
environment and to promote the adoption of ecologically sustainable development within the regional 
school education system. We believe the Forum made a significant achievement in both of these areas and 
this view was echoed by a range of participants. 

And in addition, participating schools and students certainly demonstrated their close alignment to the 
underpinning themes of the Sustainability Forum which was concerned with the practical application of 
youthful imagination, creativity and inspiration in making local schools more sustainable in their 
development.  

The Schools Sustainability Forum was one event that HOPE has co-coordinated this year in its new role as a 
Regional Environmental Council, and we were ably partnered in the hosting of the event by two, pivotal, local 
NGO’s the Condamine Alliance and the Queensland Murray Darling Committee, both of which play an 
important role in schools environmental education and action.  

Such partnerships are vital to HOPE’s networking of  the diverse range of organizations, interests and 
initiatives that have a common thread in helping this region move towards developing a more ecologically 
sustainable economy as we move into a future that will be increasingly impacted by climate change and a 
diminishing supply of cheap fossil fuel. 

Based upon the anecdotal feedback of many of the teaching staff, students and facilitators who participated 
in the 2012 Forum day, HOPE is seeking an expression of interest from those same participants in taking part 
in a follow up, 2013 Schools Sustainability Forum event. This Forum will seek to build upon the experience 
gained in this year’s event, and HOPE envisages making some changes that should result in an even more 
inclusive and comprehensive function. These changes may include seeking a new, larger, non-school venue, 
including Primary school participants, and incorporating Junior Landcare partners. 

Could you please indicate any early, potential, interest for your school to participate in a similarly themed 
Schools Sustainability Forum event for 2013.Please email HOPE a brief summary of likely student numbers 
and an overview of your students’ likely environmental focus for next year. 

A USB drive resource based upon the 2012 Forum event is to be circulated to all participating schools, and 
HOPE’s video summary of the Forum can also be accessed on our  UTube Channel at: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HOPEAUSTRALIAFILMS 

We look forward to your possible participation in an expanded Schools Sustainability Forum event for next 
year. 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HOPEAUSTRALIAFILMS

