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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2021 #02 --- February 2021
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month.

Editorial
Welcome to February 2021
As the year gets underway, we turn our focus to the steps we can take this year – both big and little – to reduce our
negative impact on the environment and conserve the precious resources that we have. This includes efforts you
can make in your own backyard, to political involvement by advocating for some of the most pertinent environmental
issues currently in Australia.
This month’s issue is packed with brilliant and insightful articles from our volunteer researchers, covering a variety
of topics including climate change, renewable energy, and wildlife conservation. As always, we welcome your
thoughts on these articles or on any issues you would like to raise.
Regards,
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc.

Environmental Observances
February
2
World Wetlands Day
10
World Pulses Day
13
HOPE Ordinary Meeting, Toowoomba QLD
11-12 International Day of Women & Girls in Science
March
2
3
5
6-14
7
7-15
19
21
22
23
27

Business Clean Up Day
World Wildlife Day
Youth and Schools Clean Up Day
SeaWeek
Clean Up Australia Day
World Parks Week
National Ride2School Day
International Day of Forests
World Water Day
World Meteorological Day
Earth Hour

HOPE Office News --- February 2021
Good morning folks,
Firstly, the launch of our new “Directory of Heritage Facilities and Key Landmarks in the Toowoomba Regional
Council jurisdiction” brochure was well received at the Australia Day Celebrations at Highfields Pioneer Village.
Our proposed Youth Summit event (as part of National Youth Week activities) has been re-imagined from a physical
“gathering of students” to a virtual series of ZOOM meetings. More details on the changes will be announced
shortly.
Regards,
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135, www.hopeaustralia.org.au

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I wish you and all at HOPE a great year.
Concerning the present pandemic, have you come across any sources that has given some
thought to changing any of the precursors to covid so that the next pandemic to visit us
arrives later than sooner?
The present ingredients that I think are in covid's recipe are, on-going overpopulation with
the resultant one billion people on starvation diets, more increasingly overcrowded cities, ongoing destruction of forest wildlife habitat for arable land and housing. Diminishing wildlife
bush tucker species 50%of which are rat species and 25% of which are bat species. The fact
that starving people eat bats is a particular concern as bats can transfer viruses to other
animals and thence on to people, as occurred with the Covid virus. Continuing to destroy
native forests lessens the natural buffer zone between people and animals that cause people
considerable harm.
Snapping back or even coming back to 'business as usual' will sell the world's young children
short.
What do you think of Barry Jones latest book? It was Jones' "Sleepers Wake" in 1982 that
persuaded me to start recycling and Kingfisher Centre in 1983.

‘Sleepers Wake’ by
Barry Jones was a
source of inspiration
for Harry Johnson

Harry Johnson, HOPE supporter NSW

Feature Articles
Come Back Garden Wildlife!
By Kira Alia Leeon

Please remember our beleaguered wildlife during these times of rampant destruction of our native Australian forests
for property or product development, and extreme weather events caused by climate change. It’s time to use street
trees, residential gardens and industrial site gardens as wildlife green corridors and wildlife sanctuaries, i.e., as
permanent habitat, or initially, as temporary replacements until native forests regain health or are replanted.
Local flora and fauna species extinction is an avoidable tragedy in our suburban and urban areas.
Tips to Attract and Keep Local Wildlife in Your Garden
Plant clusters of native ground covers and shrubs
in a variety of heights as wildlife safe havens from
predators. Select plants that flower or fruit during
different seasons to provide a continuous food
supply for wildlife.
Use fresh water in addition to recycled water to
hydrate your garden and potted plants in order to
prevent a built up of toxic chemicals that will kill
plants and destroy soil biota. Healthy soil biota is
vital for healthy soil and a flourishing garden that
will sustain wildlife.
Clean birdbaths daily with fresh water not
recycled, in order to prevent algal pollution and
the threat and spread of diseases.
To sustain wildlife during weather events, use
different bird feeders containing seeds, fruits or

sugary nectar (1-part raw sugar or white sugar only to 4
parts boiled /cooled water. Don’t use honey). Property
development and weather events destroy food bearing
habitat and wildlife, e.g., flower nectar is washed away
during continuous rainy weather and without nesting
territory trees, local wildlife species extinction occurs.
Reduce the number of times you mow the lawn to reduce
carbon emissions and wildlife stress.
Use a broom to sweep, and saws to prune and lop
branches. Noisy equipment terrifies and inhibits wildlife.
Have window ledge and vertical garden flowerpots e.g.,
hang flowering pots from a trellis or lattice suspended
against a wall even on an apartment balcony or
townhouse verandah, alongside flowering shrubs in
large, standing pots.
Create a compost heap of organic scraps to improve soil and soil biota or dig organic materials directly into the earth.
Both methods work.
Allow natural leaf fall in autumn and throughout the
year to stay where it lands on the earth beneath the
trees and shrubs, so it becomes the natural
decomposing mulch with which vegetation nourishes
itself. No need to dig it in. Nature can feed itself.
Prune only rarely to provide stable, wildlife habitat and
do so only during the avian non-breeding season. The
less disturbed your garden, the greater the chance
wildlife will choose to visit or stay over the long term.
Avoid commercial pesticides and herbicides. Allow
natural biological predators to balance bug
populations. Learn to appreciate caterpillars because
they become butterflies and also serve as food for
other wildlife species. Butterflies are vitally important
as natural pollinators. Like bees and birds, they are our
forest- makers. They disseminate valuable genetic
material thus increasing biodiversity and ecosystem
health.
Welcome Blue-tongue lizards into your garden. They love eating snails. Avoid commercial snail baits because when
ingested they kill not only Blue-tongues but other hungry wildlife (and pets) that mistakenly think the baits are food.
Leave a section of your garden neglected,
unpruned, wild and organic. Wildlife will
regard this area as a safe haven, a sanctuary.
Ensure it has no human, pet or feral visitors
because wildlife will avoid it. Enter only when
it’s unavoidable.
It’s never too late to create a garden or to
make your existing yard friendly to native
animals. Our unique, precious, Australian
fauna and flora are our heritage and our
legacy. They need to be preserved for future
generations and for the web of life that is our
living planet.
Finally, isn’t it always the way that you don’t
know what you’ve got until it’s gone?

Queensland News
Critique on “The projects that can power Queensland to a zero-pollution future”
By Regina Kimble, HOPE Researcher (Qld)

Queensland’s Road to Renewables
In response to Queensland’s target of supplying 50% of
electricity through renewable energy by 2030, Green
Energy Markets (GEM) is drafting a report that outlines
how Queensland can achieve this target. Currently,
Queensland is on track to supply 20% of electricity
through renewable energy by the end of 2020, and while
this is a good start, there is considerable progress that
needs to be made to reach the 50% target (Queensland
Government, 2020a). GEM has drafted a numbersbased report, pulling data from current and proposed
renewable energy projects, to calculate what is needed
to achieve the 50% target (GEM, 2020). GEM is a
research and consultancy firm that specialises assisting
companies on implementing or investing in renewable
energy project.

Barcaldine Solar Farm.
Image via RenewEconomy.

The report provides a quantitative analysis and
pathway to achieving the 50% target. Based on
current and proposed renewable energy projects,
new battery technology and projected increased
investments in renewables, Queensland has the
capacity to achieve its 50% target (GEM, 2020).
The report takes a comprehensive look at different
renewable energy types and what is required to
ensure there is sufficient baseload power, it
quantitatively shows that consistent and sustainable
power can be achieved.
While the report clearly outlines that Queensland has the capability to transition to renewables, the report hinges on
the fact that investments in renewables will increase. Financial reports from 2019 show a decrease in renewable
energy investments in Queensland (ABC, 2020). While the operating costs of renewables are lower than coal plants,
renewable energy have substantial upfront costs that require large, initial investments (ABC, 2020). The reason for a
decrease in investments in 2019 stems from absence of long-term government policy, logistical issues transmission
systems in north Queensland, and a new restriction on solar construction (ABC, 2020). Further, the Queensland
government is still subsidizing fossil fuel companies, which do not pay any external costs that would make renewables
more attractive to investors (Berrill, 2016). In addition, current building codes and standards on high-rises are not
renewable energy friendly. Coupled with an increasing population and following electricity demand, the report fails to
account current market failures and demand (Berrill, 2016). These insights sheds light on the fact that while
Queensland has the capability (i.e., technology, land) to achieve the target, it lacks a strong foundation to secure
these essential investors to start the journey towards the 50% target.

Damaged solar panels at Oakey solar plant after
strong winds.
Image via -magazine-australia.com

Think Globally: Extreme Weather
In order increase renewable energy supplies in Queensland, a
significant amount of renewable energy plants, and consequently
power, will have to be based in north and central Queensland
(GEM, 2020). One issue the report fails to account for are the
increasing extreme weather events regional Queensland will face
due to the exacerbation of global climate change impacts
(Queensland Government, 2020b). Renewable energy plants,
such as solar and wind, have been found to be severely damaged
by cyclones, strong winds and storms, and intense fires (Solaun
& Cerda, 2019). All of these are weather events that will increase
in the incoming years around the areas the GEM report places the
proposed renewable energy plants (Solaun & Cerda, 2019).
These events may risk a cut in electricity supply, which can have
detrimental impacts on the government’s and public view on the
reliability of renewable energy.

The report does focus on diversifying power supply
types and offers a range of construction locations
across north and central Queensland, which would
improve the resilience of the renewables supply grid
(GEM. 2020). However, the report relies heavily on
improved battery technology that does not exist, which
would mean Queensland would have to compensate for
this by constructing more renewable energy plants in
these extreme weather zones (Scott, 2020). While the
world is increasingly committed to reducing climate
change impacts and emissions, extreme weather
events will still take place and may significantly damage
renewables in regional Queensland, potentially
reigniting the reliance on coal power (Solaun & Cerda,
2019). Further analysis on which areas are most suitable in the long-term for stable renewable energy should be
included in the GEM report.
Act Locally: Grid Connection Issues
Another important factor that needs to be addressed to implement renewables in Queensland is connecting new
renewable energy plants to the power grid. The report does briefly mention this barrier, as the proposed sites in
regional Queensland are far from the highly populated areas (GEM, 2020). These regional sites have better conditions
for harvesting renewable energy, but since they are far from populated areas, it will cost more money in the end to
implement them (Parkinson, 2020). Current solar projects already have issues connecting to the power grid,
detrimentally impacting their output (Parkinson, 2020; Vorrath, 2019). These barriers have been significantly
contributing to reduced investment interest in renewable energy in Queensland as there is no reliable support or grid
infrastructure for proposed, or even current, projects (Vorrath, 2019). It is estimated that over 10.3 trillion USD is
needed within the next 30 years to implement the infrastructure required to transition Queensland towards renewable
energy (Vorrath, 2019). If Queensland wants to continue on this path towards renewables, it needs to reduce these
immense barriers around grid connectivity to secure investors.
In conclusion, the GEM report is a quantitative,
comprehensive report that outlines the required
construction needed to reach the 50% renewable
energy target Queensland has set for 2030. However,
the report appears to gloss over and make simple of
current barriers that are stopping Queensland from
beginning the journey towards this target, namely the
lack of government laws and support around
renewables and the position of proposed renewable
energy sites that are vulnerable to climate change
impacts and have current substantial technical issues
with connecting to grid power.
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National News
Australian Youth Climate Coalition - www.aycc.org.au
By Sofija Belajcic – HOPE researcher (NSW)

Main Aims
The Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) aims to empower Australia’s youth to take action on climate change
and build a movement committed to a safe and sustainable future. As Australia’s largest youth-run organisation, the
AYCC positions itself as the voice of the youth as it is young people who will inherit the consequences of today’s
decisions. Its main aims are to empower and educate, run strategic campaigns, shift the narrative on climate change
and mobilise young people.

Major Achievements
AYCC offers an online training program called the “Climate Justice Academy”
which equips the next generation of climate change leaders with the skills they
need to be the force for change in the world. Programs are provided for those
already experienced in leading AYCC campaigns such as the Leadership
program, and also for those looking to get involved for the first time such as
the Speak Up Trainings. For those entirely new to the AYCC, the Digital
Climate Justice Fellowship lays the foundation for the work the AYCC does
and provides training in the causes of the climate crisis and ways to build a
better future.
Training for school students is also offered with the Student Climate
Leadership program available for schools which provides mentorship from
experienced climate campaigners. The Showing Up for Indigenous + Racial
Justice program explores the links between climate justice and First Nations
justice, and there is even a program specifically tailored to young people from
Northern Queensland which aims to equip the youth to take action in their
communities.

Source: AYCC Facebook

Current Projects/Campaigns
Submissions to Chief Minister Michael Gunner
AYCC is currently collecting messages to Chief Minister Michael Gunner, asking him to protect the future of the
Northern Territory from fracking and invest in renewable energy. The campaign aims to draw attention to the dangers
of gas fracking in the Northern Territory and the growing community opposition to these activities. Head over to the
AYCC website to write your message.
Queensland #Renewablerecovery Open Letter
The COVID-19 pandemic has had an enormous impact on the Queensland economy and as part of the economic
recovery, the AYCC is calling on the Queensland government to deliver a renewables-based recovery. This recovery
includes large-scale renewable energy projects providing thousands of new jobs and exporting clean energy to the
rest of the country. Support the AYCC’s initiative by signing the open letter.
#Stopadani
The Stop Adani campaign aims to garner enough support to stop Adani’s plans to dig the dangerous Carmichael coal
mine. You can support the AYCC’s Stop Adani campaign by signing the pledge on the AYCC website.
Origin Open Letter
The Origin Open Letter is addressed to Origin Energy and demands that Origin Energy drops their gas fracking plans
and invests in clean energy solutions instead. You can support this campaign by heading to the AYCC website and
signing the open letter.
No Public Money for Gas: Action Hub
This campaign aims to put pressure on local politicians to stop the Federal Government from giving public funds to
fast-track gas projects. Since the Government needs the support of the Senate to get this plan across the line, you
can email your MP to ensure that they put community before profit.

Australian Earth Laws Alliance
Sofija Belajcic - HOPE Researcher, NSW
Main objectives
Australian Earth Laws Alliance (AELA) is a not-for-profit organisation which aims to
educate and improve understanding about Earth centred governance, including how it
can be practically implemented. AELA’s work focuses on a broad range of disciplines
including law, economics, education, ethics and the arts, and it draws inspiration from
Earth jurisprudence. Earth jurisprudence is a governance philosophy which
emphasises the interconnectedness of human society and Earth’s natural systems,
advocating that laws must align themselves with the natural ecosystem in order to
support the health of the planet.
Major Achievements
APT Program
AELA’s work is multi-disciplinary in nature with professionals from both law and science involved in various academic,
research, advocacy and community-based projects. For example, last year the Australian People’s Tribunal (APT)
program hosted the 2019 Citizen’s Inquiry in the Health of the Darling River and Menindee Lakes. This inquiry gave
communities an opportunity to share their stories and evidence about the environmental state of the Darling River, as
well as providing their own recommendations as to how to restore it back to health.
Future Dreaming
Central to AELA’s work is the integration of indigenous knowledge in Earth centred governance. This is why last year
AELA created the Future Dreaming Australia organisation which provides a space for Indigenous Peoples and nonIndigenous people to work together and participate in cross-cultural exchange of knowledge. The goal of Future
Dreaming is to provide an indigenous knowledge framework for Caring for Country, and more broadly Earth centred
law.
Earth Arts
Earth Arts brings together artists from all mediums -visual, sound and story-telling -to promote Earth centred
governance and bring about cultural change. The program hosts a national exhibition as well as regional art events
and a virtual gallery.
Earth Ethics
The goal of the Earth Ethics program is to inform the community about the importance of nurturing an Earth centred
life in a time of global ecological crisis. Through its official publication, Earth Ethics Australia, the Earth Ethics program
brings to attention alternative ways of understanding our place in the natural world, through insights from Indigenous
peoples, and other disciplines.
Current Projects
GreenPrints
The GreenPrints program brings together experts in natural sciences, Indigenous knowledge systems, law, planning,
natural resource accounting, ethics, economics and the arts to create Earth centred governance models for
bioregional ecological health. The purpose of this project is to explore how a GreenPrints approach might work for
ensuring human laws fit within the ecological limits of the natural world.
Planetary Boundary Series 2020
This year AELA launched a new annual webinar series exploring the ecological limits of our world and what needs to
be done to build a more sustainable future. The series brings together leading scientists, economists, lawyers and
regenerative communities to discuss topics such as planetary boundaries, doughnut economics, Indigenous
landscape knowledge, Australia’s bioregions and much more.
Events
Voices of Nature 2020
AELA will hold its National Arts Program “Voices of Nature” in October, as part of Rights of Nature Week, Australia.
The national exhibition runs from 12-17 October 2020 in Brisbane and will showcase a range of arts activities and
events, with the key theme being the concepts of “voice,” “standing”, ‘representation”, and “agency” of the natural
world within human governance systems. Other events on that week include the three-day International Earth Laws
Conference: “Earth Laws Asia Pacific: Earth, Sea, Fire, Spirit.” This event will be held virtually from 14-16 October
2020 and will focus on the impacts of climate change in the Asia Pacific region.
All of AELA’s work is underpinned by five key themes: cultural change, reconnecting with what matters, building
community, building alternatives, and transforming law and governance. By utilising these themes, AELA aims to shift
beliefs away from human centeredness to Earth centeredness by informing its work with contemporary indigenous
knowledge and natural sciences; supporting civil society; and engaging in practical governance projects. For more
information on AELA, make sure you visit their website as well as their Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages. Also,
don’t forget to sign up for their free newsletter.

Caritas Australia - www.caritas.org.au
According to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade document Performance of Australian Aid 2013–14, in 2014
Australian aid helped get 1.4 million more children into schools, provided safe drinking water for 2.9 million more
people, and ensured nearly 900,000 more mothers had access to a skilled birth attendant. These figures demonstrate
the staggering positive impact Australian aid and aid organisations have the world’s poorest.
Caritas Australia is an aid organisation committed to
implementing sustainable developing goals through long-term
projects. With humanitarian aid at the core of their operations,
the organisation with Catholic roots looks to support
communities through long-term projects through international
aid and development. Caritas frames their projects through a
number of values know as catholic social teaching.
The following values are taken from Caritas Australia website.
Dignity of the human person
How it guides our work: Poverty, hunger, oppression and injustice make it impossible to live a life commensurate with
this dignity. All our programs are people-centred with empowerment at their heart. People are never treated as
commodities nor as mere recipients of aid.
The common good
How it guides our work: Priority is given to development programs which involve collaboration with all relevant sectors
of the community to promote the common good. It will also involve coordination of resources, planning and action
across agencies and organisations.
Subsidiarity and participation
How it guides our work: Caritas Australia works with local communities to support, promote and develop their capacity
in decision-making so they can better respond to their own needs.
Solidarity
How it guides our work: Caritas Australia expresses solidarity by reaching out to those who are most marginalised.
We are committed to long-term engagement and sustainability.
Preferential option for the poor
How it guides our work: Reaching the poorest and most marginalised people often requires greater effort in
discovering where they are to be found. This sometimes means additional resources of time and money.
Economic justice
How it guides our work: Caritas Australia’s programs focus on the development of the whole person and increasing
the wellbeing of communities.
Stewardship of Creation
How it guides our work: Our development programs are attentive to environmental concerns and seek to promote
care for the earth and its resources.
Promotion of Peace
How it guides our work: Caritas Australia’s programs promote justice, collaboration and respect for people’s
differences.
Caritas’s main aim is a focus to help the world’s poorest break the cycle of poverty and provide a platform for those
to have a voice heard. They do this through a range of long-term projects internationally. While some projects and
efforts are reactive, such as emergency response, many others are strategic. Community focused projects include
providing education access in South-East Asia, assisting farmers with best practice sustainable agriculture methods
and implementing disaster risk reduction strategies in the Pacific Islands.
Recent political trends and pressures has seen continual reductions to the federal foreign aid budget. Caritas is part
of the larger humanitarian movement in Australia campaigning for the continuation and increase of Australian foreign
aid. Its presence, along with many other organisations can made an impact on the lives on many around the world
and the continuation of the Australian Aid program is seen as vital for the successful function of the organisation.

International News
A Personal Brief History of The Ecocentric Alliance
By Ian Whyte, Ottawa, Canada
It was somewhere around 1988 that I met David Orton who became a mentor for me. I
became aware of David through a regular column in the Ontario Green News tabloid,
published independently by Frank de Jong. After reading a few, I wrote David and we
began a lifelong discussion and friendship.

Ian Whyte, Author

I had been struggling to organize the many disparate ecological, animal rights, social
justice, political, and nature-oriented thoughts that swirled around in my head. When David
introduced me to the Eight Points of Deep Ecology, I had an amazing epiphany; all those
aforementioned thoughts had one more convulsion and popped into an organized and
coherent framework.

David was an intellectual who then lived-in rural Nova Scotia. He had numerous contacts around the world and he
produced much material based on his version of Deep Ecology which he called Left Biocentrism. For his personal,
historical reasons, he wanted the ‘Left’ part understood as meaning ‘based on social justice’ and ‘Biocentrism’ part
as, basically, ecocentrism. Every time he analysed a new issue, he published a Bulletin; eventually there were about
a hundred of them. (See <http://home.ca.inter.net/~greenweb/>; any time spent here would be well invested.) He then
mailed them out to his contacts, some of whom responded. The traffic all went to and from the center, thus the ‘Green
Web’.
About 1990 I acquired email and joined the evolving Green Web discussion group organized by David. It was a huge
improvement over letter post, both in speed and in the number of contacts each person had. However, its Cc lists
grew increasingly long, troublesomely cumbersome and frustratingly error prone. After a couple of years of this, I
organized an email listserver which was run through a private server, Flora.org, in Ottawa. Many of the Green Web’s
contacts joined our group which we called LeftBio. Its goals were to educate ourselves, discuss and promote the Left
Bio philosophy. Our primary consideration was basically Deep Ecology and Biocentrism but Social Justice was a
strong secondary consideration. We realized, as we were spread out all over the world, that we would have no group
actions, or activities.
Although I ran the listserver, it was very much David Orton’s group and featured much new thinking and writing from
David and discussion from the rest of the members. Occasionally, a member would submit something for discussion.
It continued on in this fashion until David’s death from pancreatic cancer in 2011, although it was my impression that
some vitality had been lost during the previous two or three years. David’s death created a vacuum in the group as
we had lost both our anchor and driving force.
Another longtime member expressed it: “Having stayed in the LeftBio forum up until David’s untimely death, I
communicated with many like-minded people, many became friends ever since. We learned from each other; we
raised many problems that were only looming on the horizon. And David, a fearless promoter of Arne Naess ideas,
was, of course, the generator of a new ecocentric vision.”
After a couple more years, and after much anguished deliberation, the group decided to change its name to The
Ecocentric Alliance as this more closely reflected what we were about. An additional benefit was that this name was
much easier to explain to newcomers. (See <https://ecocentricalliance.org> for our new web page.)
Late in 2014 the internet’s universal communications allowed several of
the members to recognize that perhaps we could fill the hole created by
the demise of the Wild Earth Journal. After it proved impossible for us to
resurrect Wild Earth, we proceeded to found a new journal, The
Ecological Citizen. It is run by volunteers, has a hundred-dollar annual
budget, is open source and freely available on the internet (See:
<https://ecologicalcitizen.net>). It’s now in its fourth year, and very
successful.
The Ecocentric Alliance discussion group continues as a Google Group;
At times there is a flurry of posts and then at others there are few or
none. For more information, or to apply for membership contact
<ianrwhyte@gmai.com>.
An American Toad

Resources

publish.csiro.au
Arrival of new titles at CSIRO Publishing
As you may know, CSIRO Publishing is Australia’s leading science publisher of journals, books and magazines.
They have an extensive range of titles and subjects that you can shop, and their library has just gotten bigger with
the introduction of some new titles in this month’s Summer Sale!
Take a look at some of the new titles below and get your very own copy at publish.csiro.au

