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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2021 #04 --- April 2021 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 

Editorial 
 

Hi everyone,  
 
In light of recent floods and heavy rain which battered much of the east-coast of Australia, this month we chose to 
focus on Australia’s vast and varied landscapes and ask everyone to consider how we might best go about 
maintaining sustainable and productive landscapes and build resilient ecosystems and communities. Our volunteer 
researchers have produced insightful articles on this topic and as always, we welcome your thoughts on these articles 
or on any issues you would like to raise.  
 
Regards, 
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc. 
 

 

2021 National/International Events Calendar 
 

April 

18   World Heritage Day  
18-19May Australian Heritage Festival 
19.22  2021 Youth Summit (for youth throughout the Toowoomba Regional Council jurisdiction) 
22   Earth Day 
24   World Veterinary Day 2021 
25-1May  Water Week 
 
May 

2-8  International Composting Awareness Week 

4-6  OZWater'20 
8  World Migratory Bird Day 
11  Hairy-Nosed Day (Wombat) 
17-23 National Volunteer Week 
20     World Bee Day 
22     International Day for Biological Diversity 
23     World Turtle Day 
 

 
 

HOPE Office News --- April 2021 
 

Good morning, 
 

Our main focus over recent weeks has been on progressing our virtual 2021 Youth Summit event for Years 9, 
10, 11 and 12 students and their home-schooled equivalents looking at issues of interest and/or concern 
relating to the environment, social justice, animal welfare and heritage. 
A draft program will be posted on our website shortly at www.hopeaustralia.org.au/projects-events/2021/. 
 

We are also regularly scanning the internet for possible grant funding opportunities for our ever-growing 
backlog of projects. Fingers crossed; we are successful in our quest! 
 

Regards, 
 

Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135, www.hopeaustralia.org.au 
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Volunteer Profile 
 

Daniela Dal’Castel – Newsletter Editor 
 
I joined HOPE a little over a year ago as a researcher and have since occupied the role 
of newsletter editor.  
 
I have been working in the field of public health for some years now, however, I have 
always been interested in science and for this reason, I pursued a Bachelor of Science at 
university. It is within the last 10 years that I became concerned about the effects of climate 
change. It became personal about 3 years ago when property developer, MIRVAC, bought 
local forest land in my residential area to build high-density apartments.  

 
The thought of losing my local paradise ignited a drive within me that I had never experienced. Suddenly, I found 
myself phoning and emailing my local state members on a daily basis, critically assessing state-set project proposal 
criteria, researching state and federal legislation, taking part in protests, speaking with local councilors, and 
communicating with media outlets. From there I was committed to doing all I can to preserve our natural environment 
and reduce our contribution to climate change, and I have found an outlet to fulfil this vision with HOPE. 
 

 

Feature Articles 
 

 

Overview: The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
By Tasnin Alam, HOPE researcher NSW 
 
 

IUCN is a global environmental organisation with 1,000 
governmental and non-governmental members, over a 
thousand professional staff in worldwide and more than 
11,000 volunteers who work dedicatedly and 
collaboratively towards conservation of land and natural 
resources and ensure sustainability. This organisation is 
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources and was previously named the 
‘International Union for the Protection of Nature’ (1948–
1956) and the ‘World Conservation Union’ (1990–2008). 
It was founded in a small-town called Fontainebleau in 
France on 5th October 1948 by the British biologist Julian 
Huxley, for the purpose of protecting forests. Currently, 
headquarters of the IUCN is in Gland, Switzerland.  
 

History 
The IUCN was originated in France in the year of 1948. Since 
then, it has been involved with establishing international 
legislation, debating and agreement on policy issues and 
shaping the conservation agenda accordingly. IUCN organised 
a conference in Stockholm for three new international 
conventions - the World Heritage Convention in 1972; CITES 
in 1974 and the Ramsar Convention in 1975.  In 1980, IUCN, 
UNEP and WWF published a document on the World 
Conservation Strategy - where the term ‘sustainable 
development’ was first coined - and later, in 1987, on the 
Brundtland Report.  
 

 
Mission and Vision 
The aim of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is to ‘influence, encourage and assist societies 
throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources 
is equitable and ecologically sustainable’. They also ensure sustainability and pragmatism through their service to 
government, NGO’s, scientists, enterprises and local authorities across a wide range of issues or projects all over the 
world. Issues relating to conservation, environmental and ecology including - business and biodiversity, climate 
change, ecosystem management, environmental law, forests, gender, global policy, governance and rights, protected 
areas, marine and polar, nature-based solutions, science and economics, species, water and world heritage come 
under IUCN’s areas of interest. Additionally, the vision of IUCN is ‘a just world that values and conserves nature’.  

Source: IUCN Facebook 

Source: IUCN Facebook 



 

 

Organisational operation 
This non-governmental organisation spreads its 
operation from Gland to throughout the world. IUCN 
operates their programme based on members, 
commissions and secretariat.  
  
• Membership: They have 1,400 member 
organisations who apply their knowledge, research, and 
resources to conserve nature and ensure sustainability. 
Anyone can become an IUCN Commission Member and 
easily apply for membership by creating an account and 
submitting their application through this link: 
https://portals.iucn.org/commissions/  
 

• Commissions: There are six commissions made 
of 10,000 scientist and researchers working towards 
conservation. The commissions are composed of 
volunteers instead of permanent employees, that 
and they evaluate the state of natural resources 
worldwide and facilitate the Union with its ‘know-
how’ and guidance on sustainable and 
conservational issues. 

 Commission on Ecosystem Management 
 Commission on Education and Communication 
 Commission on Environmental, Economic and 

Social Policy 
 Commission on Environmental Law 
 Species Survival Commission 
 World Commission on Protected Areas 

 
• The Secretariat: The Secretariat is basically the permanent staff of IUCN at any given time. The purpose of the 
Secretariat’s work is to place emphasis on themes and to cooperate with 11 operational regions for securing 
indigenous knowledge for the betterment of the society. Since 1980, IUCN has established its offices in more than 50 
countries. The director of each operational region reports to the Director General. 
 

IUCN Elections 
The Elections of for IUCN are held every four years at 
the IUCN World Conservation Congress which works to 
establish priorities and reach agreement on Union’s 
work programme. There are number of key 
international agreements on the environment under 
IUCN Congress- the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD), the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES), the World Heritage 
Convention, and the Ramsar Convention on wetlands. 
The primary duty of congress is to elect President, 
Treasurer, Regional Councils and Chairs of 
Commissions. The election of 2020-2024 was planned 
to take place in Marseille, France from 11-19 June 2020 
however, due to the coronavirus pandemic, Council 
decided to postpone the 2020 Congress to a date in 
2021.  

 
IUCN programme 2017-2020 at a glance 
IUCN has three independent programme areas where 
the general welfare of the society is promoted in ways 
to enhance the natural assets of the planet,   
1) Valuing and conserving nature.  
2) Promoting and supporting effective and equitable 
governance of natural resources; and  
3) Deploying nature-based solutions to address societal 
challenges including climate change, food security and 
economic and social development. 
 
 

Photo: Alan Lee Source: IUCN Facebook 
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Recent Projects 
IUCN have several on-going and completed projects all over the world under different programmes and themes. You 
will find various projects under each regions and separated themes in on their website - https://www.iucn.org/regions. 
 

 
Picture1: IUCN’s Programme Framework 

 
 
Every four years programme cycle is the lesson-learning years for IUCN as they build on previous cycles and work 
on to make ambitious plans within the continuing years. As it is shown in the picture that valuing nature and its 
conversation remain important in 2017-2020 period.  
Read more about the programme cycle at https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/iucn_programme_2017-2020-
final_approved.pdf.  

 

IUCN’S operation in Australia 
IUCN manages its operation through the Australian Committee for 
IUCN Inc. which was founded in 1979 and supports Australian 
member organisations of IUCN and other organisations which offer 
primary interest to conserve nature and support ‘a just world that 
values and conserve nature’. within Australia. The main objective 
of this committee is to contribute to the natural environment in 
Australia by conserving - restoring and celebrating the diversity of 
nature.  
IUCN Australia has its own website where you can find latest 
events, publications, news and the like. www.aciucn.org.au. 
 

Social media 
IUCN raises awareness and ensures engagement by using social media such as Facebook, Twitter and its website, 
so that people all over the world can be updated and easily access resources, latest events, news and articles. 
Individuals may also get to know about the regional implementation strategy plan and policies, using these virtual 
sites. The IUCN’s own website enriches information with a comprehensive collection of case studies and strategies 
in three official or statutory languages - English, French and Spanish.  
IUCN, in a nutshell, is an organisation that has been working over the years to effectively respond to all the issues 
and challenges for conserving nature, by producing a holistic method or nature-based solutions.  
 

References  
Learn more about the structure of IUCN, see Organisational chart 
Membership https://portals.iucn.org/commissions  
Various Resources www.iucn.org/resources   
Keep up with the latest in conservation, subscribe to one of IUCN newsletters www.iucn.org/newsletters   
Australian Committee www.aciucn.org.au  
Report on IUCN programme www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/iucn_programme_2017-2020-final_approved.pdf 
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Queensland News 
 

Southern Queensland Landscapes 
www.sqlandscapes.org.au  
Written by Samy Leyton – HOPE researcher QLD 

 
Main Aims 
Southern Queensland Landscapes (SQ Landscapes) is an NGO dedicated 
to helping farmers find ways to ensure profitable, sustainable, and ethical 
food and fibre production whilst taking care of our waterways, biodiversity, 
and soil. 
 

Current projects/campaigns/activities 
 
Environment - Regional Land Partnerships 
This project aims to improve three ecosystems with high ecological 
value: Brigalow Remnants, Grasslands of the Darling Downs and the 
Currawinya Ramsar Wetlands through the support of the Australian 
Government's National Landcare Program. 
 
Agriculture Project - Regional Land Partnerships 
This project aims to improve agricultural landscapes including the 
condition and extent of remnant vegetation, ground cover and soil 
carbon levels and areas with hillslope and wind erosion. Also, raising 
awareness and knowledge of property management are other 
important components of this project. 
 
Conservation Detector Dog Program 
This is a pest control program which offers a comprehensive feral animal detection and control service to private 
landholders, government, and business agencies. It aims to detect specific target species including foxes, wild dogs, 
feral cats and rabbits, as well as their scats and dens within a landscape. 
 
Regional Agriculture Landcare Facilitators (RALFs) 
RALFs aim to liaise with landholders, community groups and agricultural industries and connect them with information 
that improves the sustainability, productivity, and profitability of agriculture in Southern Queensland region. Also, 
RALFs coordinate and deliver: 

• natural resource management activities, such as workshops, farm demonstrations or peer learning sessions. 

• new communities of practice that support sustainable agriculture. 

• regional community engagement plans. 
To find out more about SQ Landscapes, follow them on Facebook at @SQLandscapes. Also, you can have access 
to their free resources at www.sqlandscapes.org.au/resources.  
 

 
 

www.qld.gov.au/environment/climate/climate-change/land-restoration-fund 

By Samy Leyton, HOPE researcher QLD 
 
Main Aims 
The Land Restoration Fund (LFR) is a Queensland Government initiative that pursues the improvement of the 
environmental, social, and economic conditions of landowners and land managers, farmers, and First Nations 
peoples through carbon farming projects. 
The LFR structure is divided into two sections. The first one is Research, Innovation, and Market Development 
whereas the second one is Commercial (also called the Land Restoration Fund Trust) contract projects. 
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How it works 
The Carbon Farming Methods must be applied in all LFR projects to produce Australian Carbon Credit Units 
(ACCUs). These methods are agricultural methods, vegetation methods, and savanna burning methods. 
Choosing the appropriate method for your project can be done through online tools such as LOOC-C, 
Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) website, and Carbon Industry Code of 
Conduct.  
 
Funded projects 
Recently, the Queensland Government invested $93 million across 19 projects through the LFR. These are 
some examples of funded projects: 
 
R1015 - Central Cape York Regional Savanna Fire Project: 
This project received an investment of $28.85 million for 15 years. This aims to manage almost 1 million 
hectares of Cape York Peninsula based on Indigenous cultural burning practices. It is expected that this project 
may provide environmental and social benefits for the indigenous communities. 
 
R1026 - Mungalla Carbon Project 
This project is carried out in Mungalla Station, Forrest Beach and it was funded for $3.74 million. The objective 
is to improve the connectivity between remnant native vegetation, improve the local water quality and provide 
job opportunities for local communities. 
 
R1034 - Multi-species pasture cropping to sequester carbon in soil in Gladstone 
This project received $779,000 to improve soil health, reduce erosion, enhance biodiversity, and provide 
employment. 
 
To receive email updates about the Land Restoration Fund, including invitations to events, and important 
deadlines for investment applications, register on the following link: 
https://environment.des.qld.gov.au/community/land-restoration-fund-info-request. 
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National News 
 

 
United Nations Association of Australia 
www.unaa.org.au/about/state-teams/queensland  
Written by Samy Leyton, HOPE volunteer QLD 

 

Main Aims 
The United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) aims to inform, inspire, and engage all Australians about the 
critical work, goals, and values of the United Nations to create a safer, fairer, and more sustainable world. This is 
done through innovative programs, projects and events, education, professional knowledge-sharing, partnering with 
organisations, and research and policy development. 

 
Strategic Plan 2018-2023 
UNAA’s Strategic Plan 2018-2023 considers implementing the following five 
strategic priorities: 

1. Deliver high-quality national programs and events. 
2. Develop and implement a credible international program as a 

member of the World Federation of United Nations Associations 
(WFUNA). 

3. Conduct education and undertake research to inform Australians 
about the United Nations and to provide timely policy advice to the 
Australian Government and WFUNA. 

4. Sustainably grow the UNAA’s reach and resources through strong 
partnerships, a network of valued and committed volunteers and 
interns, and dedicated professional staff. 

5. Ensure good governance, a collaborative culture, effective 
communications, and streamlined administration across the UNAA. 

Download the full document at www.unaa.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/UNAA-Strategic-Plan-2018-23.pdf. 
 

 
Current Programs 
Sustainable Development Goals Program 

• The Achievement of the 17 global goals is pursued through education, inspiration, and engagement of 
Australians around the SDGs. 

 
 

Source: United Nations 
Association of Australia 

Facebook 
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Human Rights Program 

• This program is focused on improving gender equality, good governance, freedom of expression and the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Climate Program 

• This program aims to achieve net-zero emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050 by engaging public and 
private sectors. 

Peace and Security Program 

• This program intends to inform and engage Australians on the UN’s critical role, initiatives and challenges in 
upholding global peace and security. 

 

Featured Events 
UNAA (NSW) United Nations Diploma (Live & Online) 

• This course seeks to develop your skills and knowledge relating to the United Nations, its history, and affairs; 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and project management. The course consists of 19 – 2-hour 
lectures and will cover 8 subjects and 4 competencies. This course starts on February 5 and finishes on June 
11, 2021. For more information, visit its website at www.unaa.org.au/about/state-teams/new-south-
wales/unaa-nsw-united-nations-diploma/.  

 
To receive all latest news and events, subscribe UNAA newsletter at /www.unaa.org.au/news/the-unaa-newsletter/. 

Also, follow them on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter at @unassociationofaustralia. 
 

 
 
Landcare Australia - www.landcareaustralia.org.au 

By Samy Leyton, HOPE researcher QLD 
 

Main Aims 
Landcare Australia is a not-for-profit organisation that aims to empower individuals and 
communities, apply sustainable management of natural and productive landscapes, and build 
resilient ecosystems and communities. 
 

Current projects 
Establishing plantings within bushfire impacted areas 
This project was carried out in Tumut, New South Wales where livestock 
activities have caused land degradation, soil erosion and nutrient run-off. The 
mitigation of these impacts was undertaken through the establishment of 
corridors of native vegetation that is resilient to these adverse conditions. The 
environmental outcomes included the restoration of 4.5ha of Grassy White Box 
Woodlands, the provision of habitat for several woodland birds, and the 
increment of the connectivity for native fauna. 
 
Protecting a threatened ecological community from feral pigs and other pest 
animals 
The project site was the Wannamal / Mogumber Nature Reserve in Western 
Australia, to protect the Western Swamp Tortoise from feral pigs and their 
aquatic habitat. This project aimed to fence a 1-hectare section of the 
threatened ecological community where feral pig activity had been observed. 
This fence reduced the damage to the vegetation that provides cover and 
protection for the Western Swamp Tortoises. 
 
Baas and bandicoot’s predator-proof paddock 
Due to the Southern Brown Bandicoots being considered a Threatened Species, 
this project aimed to build a secure environment for this species located in the 
St Helens area of Victoria. The Gallagher Electric Fencing systems were 
implemented to protect bandicoot populations from predators. The 
environmental outcomes are better protection of threatened species habitat in 
the long term. 
 

Free resources 
To find out more about Landcare Australia, follow them on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter at @LandcareAustralia. 
Also, you can subscribe to their newsletter at www.landcareaustralia.org.au to receive all the latest news and events. 
 

 
  

A total of 3,385 tubestock and trees 
we replanted on sites burnt by 

bushfires near Batlow 
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International News 
 

United Nations – Department of Economic and Social Affairs – Sustainable Development 
https://sdgs.un.org/ 
By Samy Leyton, HOPE volunteer QLD 
 

Main Aims 
The Division for Sustainable Development Goals 
(DSDG) provides scientific support for the thematic 
issues related to the goals such as water, energy, 
climate, oceans, urbanization, transport, science 
and technology, the Global Sustainable 
Development Report (GSDR), partnerships and 
Small Island Developing States. This work is used to 
strengthen the environmental policy and the 
sustainable development initiatives in several 
priority areas that include sustainable development 
goals, green economy, climate change, etc. This 
division is focused on 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which encourage all countries to 
work in a global partnership.  
 

Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) 2019 
This report aims to strengthen the science-policy interface at the High-
Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development. GSDR 
2019 is the first Global Sustainable Development Report prepared by 
the Independent Group of Scientists appointed by the United Nations 
Secretary-General. The Report uses the latest scientific assessments, 
evidence bases about good practices, and scenarios that link future 
trajectories to current actions to identify calls to action by a range of 
stakeholders that can accelerate progress towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals. The Report contains six entry points 
that have strategies and call to action for implementing the Goals: 
1. Human well-being and capabilities 
2. Sustainable and just economies 
3. Food systems and nutrition patterns 
4. Energy decarbonization with universal access 
5. Urban and peri-urban development 
6. Global environmental commons 
 
 

Download the full report at 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf.  
 

Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet, and 
prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in 
larger freedom. This agenda seeks to eradicate poverty in 
all its forms and dimensions, achieve sustainable 
development in its three dimensions (economic, social, and 
environmental), build upon the achievements of the 
Millennium Development Goals and seek to address their 
unfinished business. 
 
Download the 2030 Agenda at 
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/publications/21252030%20Agenda%20for%20Sustainable%20Development%
20web.pdf  
 

Featured events in January 2021 
 

National Webinar on COVID-19 integrated recovery policies and building back better towards achieving the SDGs in 
the Republic of Sudan. 

• DESA in cooperation with ESCWA, League of Arab States (LAS), UNRC and in partnership with the 
Government of Sudan represented by the Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, is organizing a 
national webinar on 19 January 2021 from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM Khartoum Time (8:00 AM to 11:00 AM NY 
Time). 

Source: UN Sustainable Development Platform Facebook 
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Voluntary Local Review Series: Monitoring, 
data, and indicators. 

• The workshop aims to bring together 
representatives of cities, regions, and 
national governments to share good 
practices and lessons learned on 
monitoring progress towards global goals 
at the local level and exchange views on 
the role of data and indicators for our SDG 
implementation. The workshop will also 
address how cities and regions are 
addressing data challenges in their 
Voluntary Local Review processes and 
reflecting findings in their reports. The 
virtual workshop will take place on 
Wednesday, 20 January 2021, 8.00 am 
NY Time. 

 
Virtual Launch: A Framework to Analyze the Quality of 
Stakeholder Engagement. 

• Join UNDESA and UNDP for the launch of a 
publication introducing the Stakeholder Engagement 
Analytical Framework and User Guide, and for a 
discussion on ways of strengthening stakeholder 
engagement in the 2030 Agenda implementation and 
follow up, including considering the impact of COVID-
19. The Virtual Launch Event will take place on 
Tuesday, 26 January 2021 from 8:30 - 9:45 am (EST). 
 
There are useful resources that can be downloaded in 
the following link: https://sdgs.un.org/publications. 
Also, to know more this Non-profit organisation, follow 
them on Facebook and Twitter at @SustDev. 
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