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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2021 #05 --- May 2021 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 

Editorial 
 

Welcome to the May 2021 issue! 
 

This is a special month where we observe some magnificent creatures of our planet including Hairy-nose 
Wombat Day (11th), World Bee Day (20th), and World Turtle Day (23rd). It is quite fitting then that we also observe 
International Day for Biological Diversity (22nd) because while Australia is well known for housing a great variety 
of species and ecosystems, due to the modification of the Australian environment, this country has some of the 
world's worst records of animal extinctions.  
 

In this month’s issue we emphasise the importance of biological diversity for life on earth and present the many 
conventions, events, projects, and campaigns that will help you take action in your community. 
 

Regards, 
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc. 
 

 

2021 National/International Events Calendar 
 
May 

2-8     International Composting Awareness Week 

4-6     OZWater'20 
8        World Migratory Bird Day 
11     Hairy-Nosed Day (Wombat) 
17-23 National Volunteer Week 
20     World Bee Day 
22     International Day for Biological Diversity 
23     World Turtle Day 
 
June 

5     World Environment Day 
7     World Food Safety Day 
8     World Oceans Day 
17  World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 
18  Sustainable Gastronomy Day 

 

 

HOPE Office News --- May 2021 
 

Good morning folks, 
 

Our “virtual 2021 Youth Summit” event (19-22 April) went ahead as planned even though student registrations were 
disappointingly low. It appears that the secondary schools in the Toowoomba region did not support the event and 
so no information about the event was on-forwarded to Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 students. 
We recorded the 4 ZOOM sessions and collated the speaker’s presentations and our documentation in a special 
Project report (which will soon be added to our website). 
Hopefully, the Youth Summit documentation may be used planning of another event in the future. 
 

Lastly, we continue to explore possible projects and appropriate funding options. 
 

Regards, 
 

Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135, www.hopeaustralia.org.au 
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Letter to the Editor 
 
Dear Editor, 
 

Thanks for editing the latest HOPE newsletter.  
 

Just a few quick comments. Inappropriate development. So long as we continue to elect developers to councils or as 
politicians’ inappropriate developments will occur. A developer's job is to develop land, they are hell-bent on 
developing as that is their chosen career. Developers should be banned from becoming councillors or politicians. 
That would help. Unless we start to demand adequate steps to address climate change, flood plains that should be 
used for natural habitat areas or farmland will be developed for yet more housing. 
 

Humanely stabilising population growth would also help slow the demand for the conversion of natural habitat to 
housing or food supply. 
 

Direct action is the way to go. Recently over 100,000 peacefully participated in March 4 Justice rallies in Australia. In 
any democracy the active participation in street rallies are the most powerful activity we can participate in. When more 
than 3% of a population actively participates in peaceful direct action positive changes are the result. 
 
Back to soil biodiversity loss. Google has a good article "Soil Fertility and Erosion". 
 

The availability of fresh water is what will finally limit population growth so it’s about time we used recycled water. It's 
about time we considered that water is embodied in every product we choose to manufacture and use. However, if 
we cut using Convenient single-use or even recyclable products and instead used durable materials for many more 
reusable, reliable or even repairable products, the water and other manufacturing inputs embedded in the 
manufacture of those products, is locked into the product for its entire life. So, we must stop being CONNED by waste 
managers and recycle less and REUSE more. 
 

And if you want to keep chipping away against short term greed, stupidity and ignorance don't forget letters to the 
Editor. I'll send you a pic of letters in this week's local papers here. 
 

Please pass on my best wishes to Frank who came to visit Kingfisher Recycle Centre many years ago. 37 years on 
the Centre is still flourishing. 
 

Many thanks for taking on HOPE's newsletter editorship. 
 

It's great to see a younger woman at the helm. 
 

Happy Easter, breathe safely and all the best in the future you choose for those you cherish, including those still too 
young to vote and the non-voting species that never have a vote for their future. 
 

Harry Johnson 
Former Teacher/ Coordinator, Kingfisher Recycle Centre, Aspley Special School, Brisbane. 
 

 

   



 

Volunteer Profile – Steve Cupitt, our Vice-President 
 

STEVE CUPITT 

PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST  

 

 

 

ABOUT STEVE 
 
Steve grew up in a rural area in far north NSW and worked in the rural sector for several years. In his early 30’s, 
he decided to pursue a career in natural resource management to prove his theory that it is possible to integrate 
conservation and farm production. He completed his Higher School Certificate at a Brisbane Secondary College 
that accepted older students and entered the University of QLD at age 34 as a mature age student. On 
graduation, he accepted a job with Greening Australia QLD where he stayed for over 12 years; seven of those 
as West Region General Manager. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 
 
Steve is an Environmental Scientist with 24 years’ experience in flora & fauna surveys, weed surveys / mapping 
and environmental surveys. During this time, he has worked with over 1,200 landholders, located and 
implemented environmental offsets in NSW and Queensland, was Regional and State Coordinator for Greening 
Australia conservation programs, implementation manager for the Bunya Bio-link east-west and north-south 
corridor project and general manager of the Greening Australia West Region. He has consulted for several 
organisations on flora / fauna surveys, tree management, wetlands, weed quantification surveys, rural property 
audits, riparian management, and rehabilitation. Steve has worked closely with State and Commonwealth 
Dept’s including managing the State Governments Vegetation Incentives Program the Commonwealths 
Regional Support Contract and coordinating the Bunya Bio-link between Greening Australia, the CSIRO and 
State Government. 
 
Steve is a certified spotter / catcher, is a member of the biodiversity offsets committee, was a technical member 
of the advisory committee for BAMM and AQUABAMM. The BAMM (Biodiversity and Mapping Methodology) 
project formed the basis for QLD’s Vegetation Management Act and the current BPA (Biodiversity Planning 
Assessments) by identifying significant linking wildlife corridors State-wide. 
 
 
WHY VOLUNTEER WITH HOPE 
 
Steve always wanted to volunteer with an environmental organisation but could never find one with the right 
“balance” and “integrity levels”.  Steve met Frank, HOPE President, nearly 20 years previously. Following an 
extended period of analysis from afar, assessing what HOPE was doing and experiencing Frank’s passion for 
HOPE, Steve decided to meet Frank personally to see what HOPE was about. He liked what he saw and has 
been a member, and Vice President, for nearly 6 years. 
 

 
  



 

Feature Articles 
 

Biodiversity Protection: International conventions & trends through to Australian Federal 
Government policy and practices 
By Samy Leyton, HOPE volunteer QLD 
 
Biodiversity is defined as the variety of life on earth which includes flora, 
fauna and micro-organisms and the ecosystems where they live. 
Biodiversity also provides different benefits to humans that include food, 
medicines, and industrial products. 
 
Australia is well known for housing a great variety of species and 
ecosystems. However, due to the modification of the Australian 
environment, this country has the world's worst record of mammal 
extinctions. Therefore, this article will discuss international conventions 
and Australian policies to mitigate the loss of biodiversity. 
 

Biodiversity-related Conventions 
 

These conventions aim to reach goals of conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity through actions at the national, regional, and 
international level. These are the most important international 
conventions: 
 
 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
The CBD seeks the conservation of biological diversity, the 
sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable 
sharing of its benefits. 
 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
The CITES aims to ensure that international trade in 
specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their 
survival.  
 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 
Animals (CMS) 
The CMS aims to conserve terrestrial, marine, and avian 
migratory species and their habitats by providing strict 
protection for the most endangered migratory species. 
 
The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture 
The Treaty seeks are the conservation and sustainable use of 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and the fair 
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, 
in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for 
sustainable agriculture and food security. 

 
 
 
Convention on Wetlands (the Ramsar Convention) 
The Ramsar Convention provides the framework for 
national action and international cooperation for the 
conservation of wetlands and their resources.  
 
World Heritage Convention (WHC) 
The WHC aims to recognize and conserve the 
world's cultural and natural heritage, by prioritizing 
the sites whose exceptional values should be 
preserved for all humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 

Common wombat (Vombatus ursinus).  
Source: NSW Government website 
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International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) 
The IPPC aims to protect world plant resources, including cultivated and wild plants by preventing the introduction 
and spread of plant pests and promoting the appropriate measures for their control.  
 
International Whaling Commission (IWC) 
The purpose of the IWC is to provide for the proper conservation of whale stocks and thus make possible the orderly 
development of the whaling industry. 

 
Australian Federal Government policy and practices 
The Australian government has contributed to develop and implement global and regional conventions and treaties 
and bilateral agreements regarding the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 
 

                  
 
 

Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2019-2030 
This Strategy is the main framework for all national, state and 
territory and local strategies, legislation, policies and actions that 
target nature. The strategy has three priority focus areas, or goals, 
underpinned by twelve objectives. The goals work together in 
continuous loops designed to reinforce each other. 
 
Commonwealth biodiversity-related actions 
There are several actions related to the conservation of biodiversity 
at the national level in Australia. According to Australia’s Nature Hub, 
these actions include: 
 

• Threatened Species Strategy outlines a bold new and action-
based approach to protecting and recovering our nation's threatened 
plants and animals. 
 

• Communities Combating Pest and Weed Impacts During Drought 
Program — Biosecurity Management of Pests and Weeds provides 
funding to eligible local councils to support the management of pest 
animal and weed impacts on agriculture and the environment during 
drought. 
 

• National Carp Control Plan determines the feasibility of using 
Cyprinid herpesvirus 3 (the carp virus) as a biological control agent 
for introduced common carp (Cyprinus carpio) in Australia. 
 

• Australian Weeds Strategy helps to combat weeds and provide 
national guidance on best practice weed management. 
 
More information about these initiatives and policies can be found at 
www.australiasnaturehub.gov.au 
 

 

How the strategy’s goals link together. 
Source: Australia’s Strategy for Nature 

2019-2030 

 

http://www.australiasnaturehub.gov.au/


 

Queensland News 

 
 
 

Queensland Water and Land Carers (QWaLC) 
https://qwalc.org.au 
 
By Samy Leyton, HOPE researcher QLD 
 
 
 

 

Main aims 
 

Queensland Water and Land Carers (QWaLC) is an independent, non-government, not-for-profit organisation and is 
the peak body for natural resource management (NRM) volunteers. QWaLC’s main purpose is to represent, advocate, 
promote, network, and provide insurance coverage. 
Projects/events in 2018-2019 
 
QWaLC offers membership to NRM volunteer groups such as Landcare (Coastcare, Bushcare etc.), Catchment 
Associations, Species-specific protection groups, and Friends-of groups. You can become an associate member by 
emailing info@qwalc.org.au your name and contact details.  
 
 
The group listing includes the following regions:  

• South East Qld 

• Desert Channels 

• Cape York/Torres Strait 

• Fitzroy Basin 

• South West 

• Condamine 

• Burdekin Dry Topics / Mackay Whitsunday 

• Wet Tropics 

• Murray Darling 

• Burnett Mary 

• Southern and Northern Gulf 
 
 

From 2018 to 2019, 280 projects/events were undertaken by their associate members.  
 
These projects/events include litter clean up, Vegetation Management, Wildlife Rescue/Rehabilitation, Education 
Projects, Information Sessions, Guided Walks, Awareness Raising Activity, Exposition/Conference/Festival/Market 
Days and much more. 
 
To find out more about QWaLC, follow them on Facebook and Twitter at @QWaLC. Also, you can have access to 
their monthly newsletter at https://qwalc.org.au/newsletters.  
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National News 

 

Australian Youth Climate Coalition - www.aycc.org.au  
 
By Sofija Belajcic - HOPE researcher NSW 

 
 
Main Aims 
 

The Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) aims to empower Australia’s youth to take 
action on climate change and build a movement committed to a safe and sustainable 
future. As Australia’s largest youth-run organisation, the AYCC positions itself as the voice 
of the youth as it is young people who will inherit the consequences of today’s decisions. 
Its main aims are to empower and educate, run strategic campaigns, shift the narrative on 
climate change and mobilise young people.  
 

 

Major Achievements 
 

AYCC offers an online training program called the “Climate Justice Academy” 
which equips the next generation of climate change leaders with the skills they 
need to be the force for change in the world. Programs are provided for those 
already experienced in leading AYCC campaigns such as the Leadership program, 
and also for those looking to get involved for the first time such as the Speak Up 
Trainings. For those entirely new to the AYCC, the Digital Climate Justice 
Fellowship lays the foundation for the work the AYCC does and provides training 
in the causes of the climate crisis and ways to build a better future.   
 
Training for school students are also offered with the Student Climate Leadership 
program available for schools which provides mentorship from experienced climate 
campaigners. The Showing Up for Indigenous + Racial Justice program explores 
the links between climate justice and First Nations justice, and there is even a 
program specifically tailored to young people from Northern Queensland which 
aims to equip the youth to take action in their communities. 
 

Current Projects/Campaigns 
 

Submissions to Chief Minister Michael Gunner 
AYCC is currently collecting messages to Chief Minister Michael Gunner, asking him to protect the future of the 
Northern Territory from fracking and invest in renewable energy. The campaign aims to draw attention to the dangers 
of gas fracking in the Northern Territory and the growing community opposition to these activities. Head over to the 
AYCC website to write your message. 
 
Queensland #Renewablerecovery Open Letter 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had an enormous impact on the Queensland economy and as part of the economic 
recovery, the AYCC is calling on the Queensland government to deliver a renewables-based recovery. This recovery 
includes large-scale renewable energy projects providing thousands of new jobs and exporting clean energy to the 
rest of the country. Support the AYCC’s initiative by signing the open letter. 
 

#Stopadani 
The Stop Adani campaign aims to garner enough support to stop Adani’s plans to 
dig the dangerous Carmichael coal mine. You can support the AYCC’s Stop Adani 
campaign by signing the pledge on the AYCC website. 
 
Origin Open Letter 
The Origin Open Letter is addressed to Origin Energy and demands that Origin 
Energy drops their gas fracking plans and invests in clean energy solutions instead. 
You can support this campaign by heading to the AYCC website and signing the 
open letter. 
 
No Public Money for Gas: Action Hub 
This campaign aims to put pressure on local politicians to stop the Federal 
Government from giving public funds to fast-track gas projects. Since the 
Government needs the support of the Senate to get this plan across the line, you 
can email your MP to ensure that they put community before profit. 
 

 
 

Source: @AYCC.org.au 

Source: @AYCC.org.au 
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Upcoming Events 
 

RSVP for these upcoming activism events: 

• Tuesday 3rd November: Impact Hour Week #1 

• Tuesday 10th November: Impact Hour Week #2 

• Tuesday 17th November: Impact Hour Week #3 

• Tuesday 24th November: Impact Hour Week #4 

• Tuesday 1st December: Impact Hour Week #5 
 
If you would like to volunteer for the AYCC or to find out more information, check out their website. You can also 
follow the AYCC on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
 

 
 

The Jane Goodall Institute Australia  
www.janegoodall.org.au 
 
Dr. Jane Goodall official Australian website was founded in 2007 and is an Australian non-profit 
and registered environmental organisation. Our Philosophy is centered on the inter-
connectedness of Animals, People and the Environment (APE) and our Purpose is to “inspire 
actions that connect people with animals and our shared environment”. 
 

Dr Jane Goodall DBE, world-renowned primatologist, ethologist, humanitarian, conservationist, and UN Messenger 
of Peace, founded the Jane Goodall Institute in 1977. We now have offices in 35 countries around the world. 
 
We work to promote the conservation of chimpanzees and other great apes (as our closest living relatives in the 
animal kingdom) and, through our Roots & Shoots (R&S) program, aim to empower the next generation to be socially 
and environmentally conscious citizens of our shared planet. 
 

Roots & Shoots: 
 

Founded in 1991 by Dr. Jane Goodall, Jane Goodall’s Roots & 
Shoots is a youth service program for young people of all ages. 
Our mission is to foster respect and compassion for all living 
things, to promote understanding of all cultures and beliefs, and 
to inspire each individual to take action to make the world a better 
place for people, other animals, and the environment. 
 
Roots & Shoots is a global network of young people taking action 
to improve our world. It is a youth-led action program that is 
currently making a difference in over 50 countries. It builds on Dr. 
Jane’s legacy and vision of placing the power and responsibility 
for creating solutions to big challenges in the hands of the young 
people. All around the world today, youth are exploring problems 
in their communities around animals, people and the environment, 
brainstorming solutions and creating projects that help to solve 
the problems. Roots & Shoots is a program that is different for 
each and every member around the world. For instance, a project 
that works for inner city kids in Australia is going to differ 
enormously from a project in remote towns in Uganda.  
 

Darling Downs Roots & Shoots Group: 
 

In 2018 a local group for Roots & Shoots was formed with the aim to meet each month to discuss and facilitate 
projects to engage the community in such as tree planting, park clean ups and presentations. The group also works 
to engage schools in the Roots & Shoots Program where the school can apply for a mini grant to develop a project, 
e.g., build a lizard lounge, create a pollinator garden etc. COVID 19 impacted the group heavily and this year is about 
re-assessing how the group will work. 
 

There is a private Facebook page for members of the Darling Downs group however there is a national FB page and 
website for JGIA and Roots & Shoots, JGIA is currently working on a local Facebook page that will be open to the 
public. 
 
www.janegoodall.org.au 
www.facebook.com/rootsandshootsau 
 

 

Source: www.janegoodall.org.au 
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Climate Council - https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/ 
By Maggie Ng, HOPE volunteer VIC 
 
Founded in 2013, the Climate Council was founded to create an independent, 
100% community-funded organisation following the demise of the Australian 
Climate Commission. 

 
Comprised of the country’s leading experts on climate, health, renewable energy and policy, the Climate Council 
also has a strong team of staff and a community of volunteers and supporters backing their work. They are 
responsible for getting climate stories into the media, producing reports, and correcting misinformation for the 
public interest, as well as promoting solutions to climate issues, such as transitioning to renewable energy. 
 
The Climate Council has been a driving force behind 20,000 media stories, including hard-hitting stories on the 
health of the Great Barrier Reef, climate change, and more. They are one of Australia’s most trusted 
independent sources on climate issues, making them a powerful force in the community for leading change. 
 
Most recently, they have produced media releases on the devastating effects of climate change on dangerous 
heatwaves and Australia’s treasured coral reefs, as well as South Australia’s recent renewable hydrogen 
project. 
 
The Climate Council also publishes leading reports on extreme weather, coal closure, and international action. 
These reports are used as an authoritative source to brief politicians on important issues and for providing 
updates to health and emergency services, teaching resources for education providers, and research for media 
sources.  
 
Their website offers downloadable reports and fact sheets on risk factors for bushfires, droughts and tropical 
cyclones, which are essential for Australian communities on combating and preventing the risks of these natural 
disasters. 
 

 
 

Australian Conservation Foundation News Resources - 
https://www.acf.org.au/news 
 
By Maggie Ng, HOPE volunteer VIC 
 
 

 
The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) prides itself on being Australia’s national environment 
organisation. ACF is an independent, community-funded non-partisan body made up of 70,000 people, 
dedicated to speaking up for “the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the places and wildlife we love.”  As 
an independent organisation, ACF strives to help drive change by exposing corruption and environmental 
destruction and creating solutions for a better future for Australia’s trees, communities, reefs and wildlife. 
 
Currently, the organisation is campaigning to protect the platypus, shift to clean energy, protect the reefs, and 
a nuclear-free future. 
 
The Foundation has produced media releases, reports and submissions on all areas relevant to climate and 
environment in Australia. Most recently, it has produced news articles on the conservation status of the platypus 
and the international ban on nuclear weapons. The organisation also publishes a blog and opinion articles on 
important environmental issues.  The ACF website is therefore an important source of information for anyone 
seeking to keep up with urgent, current issues affecting Australia’s environment. 
 
To stay up to date with ACF’s news and media, head to https://www.acf.org.au/news.  
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International News 
 

Mother Pelican: A Journal of Solidarity and Sustainability -  www.pelicanweb.org  

By Anh Ngoc-Lan Huynh, HOPE Researcher (QLD) 
 

Aim:  
 

Mother Pelican focuses on integral human development involving physical, intellectual, psychological, ethical and 
spiritual dimensions. Mother Pelican believes that sustainable development depends strongly on spiritual 
development, so their mission is to encompass the full range of social and ecological justice issues. 
The aim of Mother Pelican is to collect, analyse information on global social/ecological justice issues with particular 
concentration on integral human development. The news will be reported monthly on emerging trends via the Mother 
Pelican Journal of Solidarity and Sustainability. 

 

Working Hypothesis 
 

Gender inequalities that emerge from religious patriarchy are believed as a major obstacle to 
integral human development. According to Mother Pelican, the patriarchal culture of control 
and domination is the root of gender discrimination and social violence. Mother Pelican also 
highlights the importance of religious institutions to extirpate any semblance of male hegemony 
in matters of doctrine and religious practices. 
 

Monthly updates 
 

A monthly report of Mother Pelican is distributed free of charge via the website which includes: 

• Feature articles on current solidarity-sustainability issues 

• Several one-page articles on recently emerging research 

• Recurring articles currently cover the following themes: Advances in Sustainable 
Development, Sustainable Development Resources, Strategies for Solidarity and 
Sustainability, Best Practices for Solidarity and Sustainability, Fostering Integral Human 
Development, Enhancing Gender Relations in Society & Religion, Cultural Evolution for Social 
& Ecological Justice 
 

Research Agenda 
 

Mother Pelican ‘s current research agenda is to examine all the essential dimensions of sustainable development and 
generate a useful source of information by integrating the multi-dimensional knowledge for leaders of sustainable 
development initiatives. The common modes of research are being concerned are current sustainable development 
concepts, policies, and best practices, patriarchal structures of control and domination in secular and religious 
institutions; Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) projects and trends; Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) projects and trends, human behaviour in response to economic growth-human development trade-offs; System 
Dynamics (system behaviour simulation); Use of Girardian analysis (mimetic theory) to analyse scapegoating 
behaviour; Use of NxN inter-dependency matrices to analyse precedence relations; Sacred scriptures from various 
religious traditions. 
 
Besides, Mother Pelican also explores vital factors for a civilized transition such as Governance guidance, a transition 
to a steady-state economy and demographic stability, energy usage and climate change mitigation, energy 
investment, corporate social responsibility. 
 

Knowledge Taxonomy 
 

Mother Pelican ‘s knowledge organisation is featured from the Knowledge Map of Chaim Zins. 
 

Solidarity and Sustainability Information Package 
 

Mother Pelican’s website also provides two information packages of solidarity and sustainability as well as sustainable 
development simulation under forms of a college-level power point presentation. The presentations provide 
information about definition and unfolds as a series of questions and answers around the topics. 
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