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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2021 #06 --- June 2021
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month.

Editorial
Hello everyone,
This month, we officially welcome in winter and as you get warm and cozy for hibernation mode, we have
prepared some optimal reading material for you!
In light of Environment Day (5th) this month, we consider what it is we truly value and how we measure it. In this
month’s issue our brilliant volunteers bring you articles highlighting the consequences of human activity, such
as ocean dead zones, the imperative of striking a balance between economic growth and nature conservation,
and the importance of caring for our natural world, if for no other reason than for our own survival.
I hope these articles get you thinking and as always, we would like to hear your thoughts.
Stay warm,
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc.

2021 National/International Events Calendar
June
5
World Environment Day
7
World Food Safety Day
8
World Oceans Day
17 World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought
18 Sustainable Gastronomy Day
July
Plastic Free July
26 World Mangrove Day
30 Schools Tree Day

HOPE Office News --- June 2021
Good afternoon folks,
The 2 major issues that the office is concerned with at present are:
• our falling membership; and
• the vacancies on our Admin Support Team.
Please share our newsletter with family, friends and work/community colleagues – and invite them to join us in
practicing sustainable living! Membership details may be found at HOPE Australia Protect the Environment:
Membership .
If you have some spare time to help with admin support, please consider volunteering for one of the positions listed
below. Remember, the more volunteers we have, the more evenly the workload can be distributed,
Finally, we welcome your thoughts on environmental, heritage, animal welfare and social justice issues.
Please consider posting something on our social media platforms to continue the conversations on possible
solutions to the varied problems we face.

Regards,
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135, www.hopeaustralia.org.au

Volunteer Positions Available
More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e., online) – are required to help us maintain our level of
activity. Volunteers are needed to help with projects, events and display activities, as well as general admin
duties and media/publications work. We invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer some time
and talents to help share the workload. Current vacancies include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Researchers – required to review and comment on a range of discussion papers, policy documents and
reports provided by government departments, business and industry organisations and NGOs.
Media Officers – required to write media releases, event notices, date claimers and design promotional
flyers/posters for projects, campaigns, events and activities
Publications Team members – required to write information articles for our newsletter; website summaries;
and assist with the development of PowerPoint presentations and information sheets
Membership Officer – required to assist with volunteer recruitment; and maintain Membership Database
(using Excel spreadsheet)
LinkedIn Content Admin – required to source and post suitable ‘environmental’ content items regularly
Website Content Maintenance Assistant – required to perform weekly updates and routine maintenance as
provided by Office Manager. Experience in Typo3 and html mandatory.

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your assistance.
A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e., in the Toowoomba area) because the
HOPE office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and publications
activity can be done via email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE office
on email office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135.

Feature Articles
Ecosystem Accounting vs Gross Domestic Product – an alternative to ‘Growth’
By Tim Batemen, LinkedIn friend from WA (Tim Bateman | LinkedIn)

Have you ever questioned why governments
always refer to Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
when measuring a nation’s economic prosperity?
Well, apparently so too has the United Nations.
In March 2021, the United Nations Statistical
Commission
adopted
the
System
of
Environmental-Economic Accounting Ecosystem
Accounting (SEEA EA) in its economic reporting
framework. The goal of SEEA EA is to ensure that
natural capital – the earth’s ecosystems - gets
taken into account when determining a nation’s
wealth.
The UN Statistical Commission noted that while GDP provides a useful measure of the value of goods
and services exchanged in markets, it does not reflect the dependency of the economy on nature, nor
its impacts on the natural environment. The new UN ecosystem accounting framework will enable
countries to measure their natural capital and to understand the immense contribution of nature to
their prosperity, as well as the importance of protecting it.
The use of natural capital in economic reporting was recently outlined in February in a United Nations
Environment Program (UNEP) report, ‘Making Peace with Nature’. The UNEP report maintained that,
similar to economic assets, ecosystems are also assets that should be preserved and maintained.
The UNEP report’s goals include
ensuring that governments consider
environmental impacts when making
economic decisions, and recognising
the important functions and benefits
that ecosystems provide. The report
highlighted the framework’s ability to
allow the contributions of ecosystems to
society to be expressed in monetary
terms so they can be more easily
compared to other goods and services
that modern society is more familiar
with.

A key aspect of ecosystem accounting is that it allows the
contributions of ecosystems to society to be expressed in
monetary terms so those contributions to society’s wellbeing can be more easily compared to other goods and
services of which we are more familiar.
Source: https://seea.un.org/ecosystem-accounting

The ecosystem accounting framework
aims to compile data about habitats and
landscapes,
measure
ecosystem
services, track changes in ecosystem
assets, and link the data to economic
and other human activity. The
framework comprises five components:
size or extent of the asset, condition or
quality of the asset, services provided
by the asset, benefits of the asset and
beneficiaries of the asset.

The SEEA EA takes a spatial
approach to accounting, as the
benefits a society receives from
ecosystems depend on where
those assets are in the landscape in
relation to the beneficiaries.
Source:
https://seea.un.org/ecosystemaccounting

The UN noted that more than 34 countries are currently trialling ecosystem accounts. However, it also
noted that despite a growing number of assessments demonstrating ecosystem services worth
billions of dollars to national economies, many governments and businesses are yet to include
ecosystem valuations in their policy decisions.
So, why is modern society obsessed with ‘growth’ and GDP? In her 2019 book, ‘The Case for the Green
New Deal’, British economist Ann Pettifor outlined the need for an alternative measure to growth to guide
economic activity.
According to Pettifor, modern financial capitalism assumes the global economy has infinite capacity
for the creation and consumption of goods and services, or growth. The concept of growth as the
objective of all economic policy was adopted by the newly formed Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) in 1961. This mindset, she claimed, resulted in unrealistic
growth rate targets being forced on economies such as Britain that were already at full capacity with
full employment, which in turn led to high inflation in the 1970s.
Pettifor asserted that the term ‘Gross Domestic Product’ (GDP) has become the driving force behind
a global obsession with endless, exponential growth. GDP - the aggregate measure of the value of a
nation’s goods and services produced during a given period - has become the standard global
measure used to define economic success. However, she noted that prior to World War 2, the concept
of growth scarcely existed, instead focusing only on ‘levels’ of economic activity.
Pettifor outlined the need to ‘pace’ economic activity, both to avoid exceeding ecosystem limits and
also to avoid inflation. She argued that whilst economic activity is critical to society’s wellbeing, it must
be kept at a steady pace so as to not exceed the capacity of the economy, which would otherwise
cause inflation and erode the value of income.
According to Pettifor, the global economy’s obsession with growth has also placed us in danger of
exceeding the earth’s ecosystem limits, or planetary boundaries. Tackling these threats requires
fundamental economic policy changes rather than minor adjustments. The solution, she claimed, is
the ‘Steady State Economy’.
The Case for the Green New Deal asserts that the Steady state Economy is achieved when the size of
the economy is equal to the size of the human presence in the ecosystem, thus remaining within
ecosystem limits. Because our ecosystem is both finite and closed, the growth of our economy is
therefore limited by ecosystem constraints, or planetary boundaries. Pettifor maintained that to remain
within these planetary boundaries, we must reduce our reliance on the globalised financial system:
“By escaping from the inexorable control of the masters of the financial universe, we will find that we can afford to
create a new, more balanced system of international economic and ecological justice. That we can also afford to
reforest large swathes of the earth and its coastal areas. We will discover that we can afford to urgently end the
globalised economy’s addiction to fossil fuels. That we can afford to transform our economy away from its fixation

with ‘growth’. That we can, within our own finite physical and intellectual limits, begin to restore our damaged
ecosystems to health. That we can work together, collectively, to protect ourselves, our families and communities and
the environments in which we survive, grow, develop and create.”

Source: https://seea.un.org/ecosystem-accounting

Ann Pettifor; The Case for the Green New Deal; 2019; p.xii-xiii.
In his seminal 2020 book, ‘A Life on Our Planet’, renowned British naturalist Sir David Attenborough also
explored planetary boundaries, and observed that humanity has already pushed through four of the
nine planetary boundaries (climate change, fertiliser use, land conversion and biodiversity loss). This,
he noted, means that we are now living beyond the safe operating space of Earth.
Attenborough observed that, following World War 2, civilisations around the world entered into the
‘Great Acceleration’, a period of immense growth in everything from energy and water use to the
number of dams built and telecommunications systems installed. However, this rapid technological
growth came with unintended growth in other areas, including atmospheric greenhouse gases, ocean
acidification, deforestation and biodiversity loss.
Attenborough questioned how this growth could continue on a planet with defined ecological
boundaries, and concluded that it could not. He claimed that, like bacteria placed in a sealed petri
dish, humanity cannot continue to grow endlessly on a planet with defined ecological boundaries.
Eventually the boundaries will be reached, food, fresh water and oxygen will run out, the environment
will be ruined, and life on our planet will no longer be sustainable. This, Attenborough referred to as
the ‘Great Decline’, which must be avoided at all costs.
Attenborough also claimed that humanity’s climate crisis is the result of our desire for perpetual
economic growth. Unlike the natural world, which grows and then matures and plateaus, humankind
seeks endless growth, with no limits or boundaries:
“As any economist will explain, over the last 70 years all our social, economic and political institutions have adopted
one overriding goal – an ever-increasing growth in each nation, judged by the crude measure of gross domestic
product. The organisation of our societies, the hopes of business, the promises of politicians, all require GDP to climb
ever upwards. The Great Acceleration is the product of this fixation, and the Great Decline of the living world, its
consequence. For on a finite planet, the only way to achieve perpetual growth is to take more from elsewhere.”

David Attenborough; A Life on our Planet; my witness statement and a vison for the future; 2020; p.130-131.

So, is there an alternative to unending economic growth? The US-based Centre for the Advancement
of the Steady State Economy (CASSE) outlined its mission to advance the steady state economy by
stabilising both population and consumption. CASSE defines a steady state economy as an economy
of stable or mildly fluctuating size, which can be a global, national, state, regional or local economy.
According to CASSE, conventional economists tend to overlook physical and ecological principles
when considering the effects of economic growth, and do not therefore see the big picture when it
comes to growth. CASSE maintains that continuous economic growth on a finite planet is ‘wishful
thinking’, and that to be sustainable, a steady state economy must not exceed ecological limits.
CASSE defines ‘sustainable scale’ as the key characteristic of a steady state economy, measured by
the size of the human economy relative to the ecosystems that contain it. Sustainability is therefore
achieved when the human economy fits within the capacity provided by Earth’s ecosystems. CASSE
refers to this as the ‘Goldilocks’ scale of the economy, the size that’s not too small and not too large,
but just right.
However, CASSE maintains that in cases where the size of the economy has surpassed the carrying
capacity of the ecosystems that contain it, ‘degrowth’ may be required. This can be achieved by
adjusting the scale of the economy through accurate measurement of benefits and costs, trial and
error, regulation of markets, and political will to achieve sustainability.
The key messages from Sir David Attenborough, Ann Pettifor, the United Nations and the Centre for
the Advancement of the Steady State Economy are remarkably similar: that relentless economic
growth cannot go on forever, and that our economy cannot continue to grow beyond what our planet
can sustainably provide.
Their messages tell us that we as a species must learn to better reduce, reuse and recycle the earth’s
precious resources that we consume; we must learn to pace our economic activity; to ‘mature and
plateau’, and end our fixation with endless growth and consumption. We must learn to value the
contribution of nature – natural capital - to our prosperity and wellbeing, and we must learn to consider
environmental impacts and consequences when making economic decisions, ensuring that the size
and growth of our economy remains within ecosystem limits. The ‘Great Decline’ must be avoided at
all costs.
For while we all wish to grow, we now know that economic growth cannot continue indefinitely without
consequences. Just as individuals physically grow, mature and plateau, so too must our economies
and our civilisations. Only then, can we really start to grow in the areas of greatest importance to
humanity, such as love, honesty, compassion, integrity and courage.

Thematic Areas
Source: https://seea.un.org/ecosystem-accounting

A Concise Guide to Cooperative Ecology and Biodiversity
By Yvette Taylor, The Lawrence Anthony Earth Organization
Bio = relating to life; and Diversity = a range of different things
Biodiversity: defined as a wide assortment of living species in a given area, and proper balance of give and take
amongst them.
Nature requires a number of interrelated life forms to successfully survive. A very simple example is the relationship
between PLANTS and BEES. Bees need flowers for nectar from which they make honey to feed their larvae. They
also need pollen to eat. Plants need bees to collect nectar and pollen.
Why is that? This is because Pollen sticks to the hairs on the bee’s body and as the bee moves from flower to flower
the pollen fertilises the flowers. This allows plants to make seeds. Without bees and other pollinators, the majority of
plants could not be able to make seeds and would die out. Without plants bees we would die out too.

Biodiversity in Practice
The population of mankind has tripled in the last 60 years.
The rapid population growth has put a great deal of
pressure on natural areas. At this time animal farming
takes up a third of the earth’s land and a third of the earth’s
water, threatening our life support systems and upsetting
Earth's balance.
We are currently faced with a situation where species are
going extinct 1000 to 10 000 times faster than is natural.
losing up to 200 species per day. If this continues mankind
may go extinct. Dr Anthony, Founder of the Lawrence
Anthony Earth Organization, wanted to help people
understand that none of us survive alone – that we need to
maintain the web of life to prosper ourselves. The belief that
decisions should be made in a way that all lifeforms can
benefit is called Cooperative Ecology.

Photo: Coralie Meurice

Cooperative = performed together for shared benefit
Ecology = the study of interactions between creatures
Cooperative Ecology™ (CoECO) = the study of the mutual interdependency and cooperation of all lifeforms.
There are already a number of people who have come up with wonderful solutions to reduce and reverse the damage
that is being done examples are:
Ethical farming which mimics nature and minimises the toxic chemicals that are currently being used. Mining that
lessens environmental damage, restores natural areas and handles chemical by-products.
Ethical manufacturing which limits industrial pollution. Plastic alternatives made from biodegradable plant cellulose.
Plastic being one of the greatest polluters on this planet.

Cooperative Ecology in Practice
There are many threats to biodiversity such as habitat destruction,
chemicals, fertilisers, burning fossil fuels, agriculture, invasive plants,
plastic pollution, illegal logging, wildlife trade, the destruction of
rainforests, mining and many more. Every action and creation that
mankind is party to has a knock-on effect. For this reason, it is vital that
we practice CoECO in our lives and make all our decisions taking into
consideration the effects they will have on all things with which our lives
are interrelated. Make choices that enhance the survival of all.

Photo: Juanma Clemente-Alloza

“The answer to that lies in each of us. Therefore, we will strive to bring
about understanding that we are – each one of us – responsible for
more than just our family, our friends, and our job; that there is more to
life than just these things. That each one of us must also bring the
natural world back into its proper place in our lives, and realize that
doing so is not some lofty ideal but a vital part of our personal survival.”
Dr Lawrence Anthony

A Concise Guide to Monoculture and Ocean Dead Zones
By Yvette Taylor, The Lawrence Anthony Earth Organization
What are Ocean Dead Zones?
Dead Zone: an area in the ocean that has either become toxic or
completely lacking in oxygen, in which nothing can live there. There are
currently believed to be more than 450 dead zones in the ocean,
varying in size, with some as large as the Texas. These areas cannot
sustain life and may in fact kill anything that swims into them. Having
previously been caused by natural processes, since the 1970s reports
have shown that we as humans are by far the main reason for the
spread of dead zones across the oceans. Whilst these occurrences can
be reversed, the damage they cause to marine ecosystems is often
irreparable, and so we must take great care to prevent such break-outs.
As our knowledge of these impacts increase, we now better
understanding how they can be avoided, to better protect our oceans.

Dead fish washed on the shore
of a beach as a result of harmful
algae blooms.
Photograph: Sailors for the sea

Cause of Dead Zones
Most dead zones can be found at the mouth of rivers, where the river
enters the ocean. The reason for this is that large-scale farming
operations called Monoculture (growing only one plant type such as
wheat) are releasing many chemical pollutants such as excess
fertilizers into water ways, which carries these pollutants down to the
sea. Pesticides and sewage also enter the rivers, with the result that
small organisms called algae are fed and grow rapidly to form blooms.
Algae uses large amounts of oxygen in the water and when their
volume becomes unsustainable, they die off in large amounts. As they
decay, they use up the last remaining oxygen, making the area oxygen
starved- a condition known as 'hypoxia.' Without any oxygen in the
water, other lifeforms die off in a form of ecosystem collapse that leaves
the area completely barren.

Effects of Dead Zones
The ocean contains vast amounts of a plant life called
phytoplankton. These plants float near the surface of the water
and photosynthesise using sunlight and carbon dioxide to
make energy, releasing oxygen as a by-product. Scientists
estimate that 50-85% of earth's oxygen comes from
phytoplankton. For this reason, it is vital that we protect our
oceans. With growing dead zones, we put the planet and
ourselves at risk. Of course, marine areas are also important
to local economies, and if a dead zone occurs near a coastal
settlement, then fishermen and their families suffer. These are
not the people who caused the event, but even so they suffer
the consequences. Already, 90% of big ocean fish populations
have been lost since 1950, so occurrences such as these can
tip both human and animal communities over the edge.
Solutions to Dead Zones
Firstly, we must enforce current legislation with regards to the
dumping of chemicals and other waste into rivers. We need to
encourage and promote smart agricultural practice to reduce
run-off and the amount of chemicals used. Coastal
developments should be limited, to conserve the natural
shorelines which are fish nurseries and water filters. Sewage
processing plants must be improved, so that nothing which
does not naturally occur in the sea is released into it. We must
redesign industrial processes to form a circular economy
where waste products are recycled and reused. Most
importantly, we should change our habits to have the
minimum impact on environments through our actions.

A fisherman on a beach in Temuco, Chile
that is blanketed with dead sardines, a result
of algal blooms that suck oxygen out of the
water. Photograph: Felix Marquez/AP

Queensland News
Caring for Nature takes work!
From the carer’s point of view…
Bimblebox Nature Refuge occupies 8,000 hectares. Not huge by western Queensland measures, but to many minds
almost inconceivably vast.
Anyone who has cared for land of any size will know how much
work is involved in trying to keep an eye out for new invading
plants and then to try to keep them in check, year after year.
Weeding, weeding, weeding…
When there is no carer, we see, for example, paddocks full of
buffel grass or fireweed, and Crofton weed and lantana in
overwhelming amounts in national parks and state forests. As
Archie Roach sang, ‘The Australian bush is losing its identity…’
For the 22 years since the gazettal of Bimblebox Nature Refuge,
it’s been mainly Ian Hoch doing that never-ending work on those
8000ha. Paola is often needed on their sister property, and since
2007, greatly occupied with the fight to save the place from the
coal threat. Occasional volunteers have helped, but there have
never been enough.
Many who visit have offered advice on how to run or improve
Bimblebox, often with grand plans, especially since that coal
threat reared its head higher in late 2019.
The following thoughts and words of Ian’s express extremely
well the many and varied needs of caring for the Refuge there…
and why at least one other person helping would make a big
difference. As Ian says, these visiting people need to see: ‘the
Bimblebox paradox – it’s everything and it’s nothing’.
‘Change comes one step at a time.’ If people can ‘…see this situation from the resident’s perspective, or at least some
of it, or at least to think more about the reasons for historical failure rather than the prospects of future success. I
could then say to each as they departed – rather than all the fanfare, the best way you can help is look out for that
one person. Now you know how it is here and what’s missing. It’s not at all the postcard depicted by the artists and
for the media or government or EDO.
‘The missing bit is out there somewhere in the suburbs and you might be in a position to fill the gap. One person who
can handle this domestic situation, and has a similar interest and has nothing better to do – that’s all we need right
now, so starting today we go systematically around the property and catch the coffee senna and Parkinsonia and this
latest ghastly interloper with thorns to puncture a bullock hide, before they shed their 20 years’ worth of seed, and of
course the horrid harrisia can’t be far away and with the advantage of bird dispersal in this jungle we’ll have a veritable
nightmare when it arrives.
‘After that we might even get some fencing in,
secure the hotspot boundaries to avoid more
strife with the neighbours, and run electric wires
along roads so we can graze to reduce fire, or
control burn without having the stock flog the
pasture in that critical recovery phase. We might
manage to rabbit proof this nursery, and make a
start of thinning the century of thickening and
ultimately show results to make developers
everywhere wish like hell they’d never cleared
their land. That’s when we arrive at the irrefutable
conclusion – conservation pays, i.e., we’re far
better off working in conjunction with nature than
fighting with it. It’s an obvious and oft recited
axiom but almost meaningless. We don’t see it
around us.

‘You have either production land or recreation land. One stripped, one struggling. Already the health and vitality from
retaining diversity is becoming apparent driving around the boundary, but that’s due to the neighbours’ actions, or
you might say overaction, rather than our deliberate or constrained inaction.

Guess which side of the fence is cared for?
‘We haven’t done anything yet, and that’s a big part of the aversion and resistance. Whereas with a few years of
interaction, or what we now call regeneration, where we check the spread of exotics and enhance floral diversity (with
controlled grazing) and redress the pasture/woody imbalance (with herbicide, because we’ve learnt that fire can’t and
bulldozers make it worse) would turn everything around. In that regard one able bodied person with nothing but work
clothes and willingness is worth more than a thousand novel proposals, as clever and well-intended as they are. We
could start out on the boundary where the contrast is most telling.
‘We’ve been here 22 years now, longer than anyone since the first people were turfed out, or at least I have, and in
that time have actually come up with a few worthwhile undertakings myself and it’s amazing how many think you’re
short of ideas and direction. Art camp’s a case in point.’
It was built from ‘recovered and repaired materials’,
mainly by Ian and son Karly. As TBA said in their Chuffed
campaign, it needs an upgrade, and the funds are there,
thanks to supporters’ generosity; COVID stopped one
capable and keen helper from coming over the border
when the weather was cool enough to start the work last
year, and now it’s time again.
Despite funds and advice, ‘nobody bends over and picks
up the pieces.’ Ian is about to start the camp work,
although he has so much to do already. He now urgently
needs that helper. Weeds don’t wait while he is busy
elsewhere! Then he could keep up the daily work of
caring for Bimblebox and make the camp fully functional
again for September, when the rains have come and the
heath is a mass of colour. Then artists or visitors who
want to come and camp and be energised and inspired
by Nature at Bimblebox can do so again.
So please all think hard about whether you know
someone who might be able to fill that volunteer role very
soon and help Ian with this camp and other work. Caring
for Nature takes work!
If you do, or may be able to volunteer yourself, please email Paola on bimblebox@gmail.com or call her on (07) 4985
3474

National News
Beyond Zero Emissions – An Overview
By Vincent Parisi, HOPE researcher Qld
An Australian based independent think tank, Beyond Zero Emissions produces research and creates resources to
support community transitions towards low emission societies and zero carbon economies. Their work holds a focus
on empowering local communities and governments and provides tailored tools including Snapshot Climate and Zero
Carbon Communities to help local communities lobby for greater action through informed approaches and clear data.
In collaboration with Ironbark Sustainability, BZE have developed Snapshot Climate, a tool for accessing and
understanding the flow of emissions through the economy. Unlike other emission accounting sources, Snapshot
Climate is assessed per local government area, making it easier for activists, lobbyists and local governments to
address and take action on reducing emissions within local economies. For example, in the Toowoomba Region local
government area, total emissions per most recent accounted year are displayed along with breakdowns through
electricity, waste, agriculture, gas and transport.

Figure 1: Toowoomba Region's (Local Government Area) emissions breakdown for 2018
The Climate Snapshot is part of a larger project titled Zero Carbon Communities. This initiative looks to support
communities looking to enact projects ambitious or small towards positive action. The Zero Carbon Communities
Guide (downloadable from the BZO website) provides a high-level step by step guide to aid successful community
projects. These steps cover in detail the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Community engagement
Emissions profile (current emissions)
Targets (targeted reduction in emissions)
Council collaboration (successfully engaging positively with councils)
Project options
Transition strategy
Reporting and review
Storytelling
Investment

Complimenting these projects BZE has produced a number of influential reports creating context for community
action, prevailing thought of local governments and persuasive arguments for rapid renewable transitions. In particular
The Australian local Government Climate Review 2018 highlights current approaches of councils including extent of

ambition and innovation. The dramatically named The Million Jobs Plan
is another major report and ongoing project. This report highlights
opportunities for major decarbonisation investments citing feasibility
studies and providing economic analysis. Of note are comparisons to
baseline levels (or ‘business as usual’) and the focus on regional
Australia.
The resources and research provided by BZE are invaluable
predominantly for local communities and governments looking to create
meaningful emission reductions. The focus on job creation and
economic stimulus through decarbonisation projects is of particular
interest to governments.
For more information about Beyond Zero Emissions please visit
https://bze.org.au/
Projects mentioned in the text
Zero
Carbon
Communities
and
Snapshot
Climate:
https://bze.org.au/get-involved/zero-carbon-communities/
The Million Jobs Plan: https://bze.org.au/research_release/million-jobsplan/
Australian
Local
Government
Climate
Action
Review:
https://bze.org.au/get-involved/zero-carbon-communities/australianlocal-government-climate-action-review/

Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources – Australian Government
Data and publications list -- climate change
Owner: Australian Federal Government
Headquarters: Canberra, ACT

Website: https://www.industry.gov.au/topic/data-and-publications/climate-change
The Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources, is a department of the Australian Government
responsible for consolidating the Government’s efforts to drive economic growth, productivity and
competitiveness by bringing together industry, energy, resources and science
Several Ministers have responsibility for the Department depending on the particular area, these are, Christian
Porter, Angus Taylor, Keith Pitt, Stuart Robert, Michelle Landry and Jonathan Dunam.
The Department provides a range of documents under the broad category of “Climate Change”. These do
appear have been written or produced by the Department, but is a collection of material mostly from other
government sources, and few non-government sources. The material in general is very supportive of the
Government’s approach to climate change.
There does not appear to be any magazine or update service offered to readers.

(Written by Wayne Roddom, HOPE researcher Qld)

Stand Against Extinction rally. James Thomas Photo at http://www.placesyoulove.org/naturelaws/

Places You Love (PYL) Alliance - http://www.placesyoulove.org/
Written by Mireille Eid - HOPE researcher (NSW)
The Places You Love Alliance stands for protecting the places and wildlife we love. Together, they represent
over 1.5 million Australians – people from all walks of life that love our national parks, wildlife, and precious
natural beauty. From animal and region-specific agencies such as Bats and Trees Society of Cairns and Friends
of the Earth Melbourne to international powerhouses such as Greenpeace, they all love nature and want to
protect it.
Over the years, the multiplicity and diversity of environment groups in Australia have grown, each with their own
interests. Essentially, they are all trying to achieve a strong and healthy natural world. In Places You Love, these
dedicated organisations have joined forces to share resources, and become stronger in unison.
The aim of Places You Love now is to call for a national framework for environmental protection and restoration.
In Australia, despite an appointed Ministry for the Environment, its merger with the energy portfolio and the
current system of distributed responsibility across the federation of States makes it unclear who is ultimately
responsible for ensuring that our environment is well managed.
A lack of nationally consistent monitoring makes evidence-based reporting difficult. What’s more, it increases
costs for businesses attempting to comply with eight different, often-changing regulatory regimes. In addition,
the rise in opaque and corrupt planning that caters to political and corporate interests only has made it difficult
for communities to be heard by decision makers.
The dispersion of voices, fractured government structures and opaque decision-making processes all coalesce
to engender conflict within communities, between businesses and communities as well as weakening
community trust in government processes and institutions.
Uniting and articulating our aims for a better environmental outcomes will build and strengthen community
engagement, provide clarity, allow the sharing of resources and restore trust in our planning system to reduce
conflict.
Places You Love demand that communities:
• be given every opportunity to be involved in local, regional and national planning. People on the ground
and their voices need to be central to how we manage our environment
• be provided with transparent and timely access to information to help them participate in decision
making.
• be able to participate in decision making before decisions happen.
• be able to ensure outcomes are enforced and hold decision makers to account, including broad
representation, merits review and third-party enforcement rights.

International News

The World Health Organisation (WHO) https://www.who.int
By Vincent Parisi, HOPE researcher Qld
The World Health Organisation (WHO) is a broad, expansive organisation with 150 offices across the globe and
representing delegates from 194 member states (nations). Similar in structure and operation to the United Nations,
the WHO attains a percentage of member state’s GDP to contribute to the organisations operating budget. Further
voluntary contributions also come from various global organisations, foundations, the private sector and member
states.
The current and predicted impacts of Climate Change (CC) are deeply
entwined to the challenges WHO face as a body committed to improving
the health and wellbeing of global citizens. Essential ingredients of good
heath- clean air and drinking water, nutritious food and safe shelter have
the potential to be undermined by CC. Areas with weak health
infrastructure are at far greater risk to these impacts. This situation has led
to the WHO to conduct research into climate change and its impacts on
health- with staggering results. WHO reports between 2030 and 2050 CC
is expected to cause approximately 250 000 additional deaths per year
from climate sensitive diseases (such as malaria, malnutrition and heat
stress)? These statistics, while shocking in themselves, fail to capture
further indirect effects which are more difficult to predict. Further
information around CC and health can be found here and by searching the
WHO
publication
database:
www.who.int/news-room/factsheets/detail/climate-change-and-health

Source: www.who.int

In response to this daunting situation, the WHO aim to take actions to
support global mitigation and adaption efforts. As stated on the WHO
Climate and Health website:

In 2015, the WHO Executive Board endorsed a new work plan on climate change and health. This includes:
•

•

•

•

Partnerships: to coordinate with
partner agencies within the UN system,
and ensure that health is properly
represented in the climate change
agenda.
Awareness raising: to provide and
disseminate information on the threats
that climate change presents to human
health, and opportunities to promote
health while cutting carbon emissions.
Science and evidence: to coordinate
reviews of the scientific evidence on the
links between climate change and
health, and develop a global research
agenda.
Support for implementation of the
public health response to climate
change: to assist countries in building
capacity to reduce health vulnerability
to climate change, and promote health
while reducing carbon emissions.

Source: www.who.int

