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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2021 #08 --- August 2021
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month.

Editorial
Welcome everyone,
August, already! Where has the year gone? This month, we celebrate the beauty of our natural environment and
commit to keeping it that way by planting a tree on National Tree Day (1 st) or picking up some trash on your way to
work during Keep Australia Beautiful Week (16-22).
Our volunteer researchers bring you a range of articles from a national and international perspective that report on a
diverse range of organisations and demographics: public, private, corporate, charitable, young, religious. However,
all the articles in this month’s issue have one thing in common: a focus on the future. Enjoy this month’s issue and
let us know your thoughts!
Regards,
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc.

2021 National/International Events Calendar
UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021 to 2030
International Year of Fruits and Vegetables 2021
August
Platypus month
1
National Tree Day
4-6
Landcare week
14-22 National Science Week
16-22 Keep Australia Beautiful Week
19
World Humanitarian Day
September
National Biodiversity Month
1
National Wattle Day
3
National Walk to Work Day
5-9
Australasian Seed Science Conference
7
National Threatened Species Day
11
Bushcare’s Major Day Out – BMDO (TBC)
11
HOPE Ordinary Meeting (HOPE office -- Toowoomba, Qld)
16
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer

HOPE Office News --- August 2021
Good morning folks,
Covid-19 continues to directly and perversely impact the health, well-being and availability of our volunteer team
and the efforts of our envNGO supporters.
The turn-over of volunteers over the past 18 months has been high and disconcerting.
That is why, a number of our ‘special report’ projects and proposed project proposals have been delayed and may
be deferred until 2022.
I thank you for your patience and continued support through this difficult ‘pandemic’ time.
Lastly, as previously mentioned, we need the financial support of our members and friends to help defray our
operating costs. Donations may be made at HOPE Australia Protect the Environment: Donations .
Regards,
Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135

Volunteer Profile
Sofija Belajcic, HOPE Researcher NSW
I began volunteering for HOPE in February 2020 and my main role is researching
and writing news articles and reviewing reports. I hold a double degree in Arts/Law
and currently work as a solicitor and research analyst. Volunteering for HOPE
allows me to stay informed about conservation initiatives and use my research and
writing skills to broaden my knowledge on a range of issues relating to the
environment.
My favourite aspect about volunteering for HOPE is learning about new initiatives
in environmental protection and sustainability. Since I’ve started, I have learnt about
different strategies in sustainable agriculture, ways we can recycle our belongings,
worm composting and other gardening tips, and much more. The thing I have
noticed whilst researching and writing about the conservation efforts of communities
and organisations, is that they are all formed on small and simple ideas which any
of us can replicate in our own lives, even if it just becoming more environmentally
conscious. Learning about how communities and everyday people are addressing
environmental issues and implementing conservation practices in their own lives shows that even though these
problems are global, addressing them at a local level can have an impact.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Savvy shoppers are flocking to buy foods labelled GM-Free and avoid unlabelled Genetically Manipulated (GM)
ingredients when possible (Consumers are now more positive on GM food, WT, 21/7/21).
Processed GM food ingredients deliver no price, quality or marketing benefits to shoppers or farmers.
Shopper resistance in Australia and overseas sees most of the vegetable oils, starches and sugars derived from GM
crops go into animal feed, biofuels and industrial feedstocks, not the human food supply.
Almost 100% of the GM commodities grown - soybean, corn, cotton, canola and sugar beet - are still herbicide tolerant
or make their own insect toxins.
The promises of GM crops with drought and salt tolerance, nitrogen (fertiliser) fixed in their roots, or improved nutrition,
still do not exist.
Most farmers will never grow GM crops. The harvest sells at a discount, weedkillers and pesticides for GM crops are
expensive, and GM seed royalties are high.
The big GM winners are companies making and selling agrichemicals and collecting royalties on patented GM seed.
We still say no to GM animals, plants and microorganisms.
Yours sincerely,
Bob Phelps, Executive Director - GeneEthics
PO Box 400, Emerald Vic 3782 Australia | Tel: +613 5968 2996 | Mob: +614 4976 9066 | Email: info@geneethics.org

Better Futures Forum: New wave of speakers confirmed
In under four weeks, Australians from all corners of society and the economy will
meet online at the Better Futures Forum to publicly launch our collective
commitment to ambitious national climate action.
The inspirational lineup of keynote speakers include former Secretary-General of
the UN Ban Ki-Moon; NSW Energy Minister Matt Kean; City of Adelaide Lord
Mayor Sandy Verschoor; US Climate and Foreign Policy Advisor Jonathan
Pershing; UNFCCC High-Level Champion of Chile, Entrepreneur Mr Gonzalo
Muñoz; CEO of HESTA superfund, Debby Blakey; Founder and CEO of Vulcan
Energy, Dr Francis Wedin; Managing Director and Co-Founder of KeepCup,
Abigail Forsyth; Co-Chair of the Indigenous Peoples’ Organisation, Cathy Eatock; President of the National
Council of Churches, Bishop Philip Huggins; CEO of CRC for Low Carbon Living Deo Prasad; and Former
Managing Partner, McKinsey and Company, John Lydon.

They will be supported by a diverse lineup of experts including senior leaders from businesses and organisations
such Wesfarmers, Officeworks, Tyson Foods, Transurban, the Australian Council of Trade Unions, Australian
Impact Investments, Intrepid Travel, Australian Council of Social Service, the Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Federation, Farmers for Climate Action, Smart Energy Council, Equity Generation Lawyers, Green Building
Council of Australia, Outdoor Council of Australia, and many others at the cutting edge of climate action in their
sectors.
For more information visit: www.betterfutures.org.au
Register at: https://www.betterfutures.org.au/forum_registration

National News
Australian Government Climate Change Authority - www.climatechangeauthority.gov.au
By Wayne Roddom, HOPE researcher Qld
The Australian Government Climate Change Authority was established in 2012, with the stated purpose of reviewing
climate change policy. This Authority has no legislative or executive powers. The Authority is part of the Department
of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources. Angus Taylor is the Department’s parliamentary Minister. Taylor has a
background in agriculture and consulting. The board is heavily skewed towards members with backgrounds in energy
production, agriculture production, infrastructure, life insurance and infrastructure projects. Scientific expertise is
provided by one permanent board position and an ex-officio position. Neither of these board members are from
climate change fields.
From 2014 to 2020 the Authority has produced eleven packages, consisting of a number of artefacts including, Issue
Papers, Reports and Media Releases. The recent publication, “Climate policy toolkit” recommended government
support for:

•
•
•
•
•

Energy efficiency programs targeting low-income households and small businesses including tax
incentives and grants.
Greater investment in electricity networks and technologies such as batteries and pumped hydro to
support variable solar and wind energy.
Electrification and industrial energy efficiency projects in regional areas.
Electric vehicle charging infrastructure on highways and regional routes, and targets for government
fleets to take up the technology.
An agency equivalent to the Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) dedicated to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from “the land sector”.

The authority was not consulted about the government’s plans for a significant gas industry expansion, which is
strongly supported by their Minister Angus Taylor. The Authority’s July report states that gas can play a role “in the
mix” of large-scale sources of electricity generation, and suggests energy deals with states include programs that
reduce emissions by improving efficiency in gas production, but it does not call for a government-backed gas-led
recovery.

Foundation for Young Australians (FYA) - www.fya.org.au
By Sofija Belajcic - HOPE researcher (NSW)

Main Aims
The Foundation for Young Australians (FYA) is a non-profit organization with the aim of
championing young Australians’ voices to address pressing issues such as youth unemployment,
education and the environment. The FYA’s work has led to the design and implementation of
many pioneering programs which are detailed below.

Major Achievements
Young Social Pioneers Program (YSP)
YSP is a national incubator program designed to lend support to young people already leading change in their
communities, whether it be through advocacy, community organising or social enterprise. The program offers a
themed bootcamp, with the themes in 2019 being Accessibility, All Female, Education, Employment, Indigenous
Focus and Social Cohesion. Participants are given guidance and support by senior business professionals, impact
evaluation experts and facilitators. Around 92% of participants in the 2019
program said that the program helped them to develop their ideas.
YLab
YLab is a social enterprise and co-design consultancy that brings together
young people and institutions to design the future through learning, strategy
and creative services. These institutions include corporate and government
actors. YLab works on challenges relating to employment, health and
wellbeing, learning, power and decision-making, First Nations representation
and self-determination, and the environment. Key projects delivered include
the Wollotuka Project, where YLab designed an embedded practice focused
on young people leading projects within the University of Newcastle. As part
of this project, six First Nations young people at Wollotuka were employed
and trained by YLab.

$20 Boss
Established in 2015, this flagship program was designed as a free-to-access initiative with the purpose of providing
primary and secondary educators the necessary tools to facilitate learning. In short, the program provides students
with $20 as start-up capital to build and run a business, thereby encouraging students to adopt an entrepreneurial
mindset and increase financial literacy. The program itself was accessed by around 684 schools and 95% of teachers
reported an increase in financial literacy as a result of participating in the program.
Innovation Nation
This in-school enterprise learning program gives young people the skills they need to generate new ideas and
approaches to solving community challenges. For example, one of the projects in 2019 was a community cultural
program helping people from different cultures share stories about how they’ve overcome discrimination.
New Work Mindset in Action: South West Victoria
In partnership with South West Institute TAFE and three aged care providers in
regional Victoria, this project focuses on career management strategies with the
view of upskilling current and future workers in a transitioning economy. Some of
the innovative learning products which resulted from the FYA’s skills gap analysis,
include ‘Pivot,’ a digital career navigation tool; ‘Enterprise skills micro-credentials,’
a set of credentials complementing TAFE qualifications; and ‘Hive Incubator,’ a
bootcamp providing participants with a chance to turn a business idea into a proof
of concept that could be pitched. A major achievement arising out of this program
is that 93% of the micro-credential’s participants went onto further education or
work whilst 75% of the Hive Incubator participants indicated they were pursuing
their idea.
Newsroom
Recognising the need to elevate young people’s voices and give them a platform to express their views and opinions,
the FYA established the Newsroom to lend support to young people’s stories. The Newsroom offers paid employment
to young Australians to share their stories, as well as guidance and support on how to develop their story-telling skills
and pitch their stories. 2019 saw 43 new contributors from across metro, rural and regional Australia (16% of which
are First Nations contributors).
Future Skills 2030
The Future Skills Framework 2030 campaign was launched on the basis of an analysis conducted by FYA and
AlphaBeta that looks at un/underemployment, skills, education and population growth. The results showed a
mismatch between skills supply and demand, with the subsequent campaign calling for a National Skills Strategy to
re-shape the approach to the future of work. The campaign has had a significant impact with the Australian
Government introducing the Skills Package, Delivering Skills for Today and Tomorrow.
Indigenous Engagement Strategy
FYA’s Indigenous Engagement Strategy is guided by the recognition that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young
people face significant barriers to accessing opportunities. As a result, the FYA has implemented a strategy which
reconsiders existing approaches and delivery of initiatives and is supported by an Indigenous Advisory Committee.
In 2019 FYA developed a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) which was submitted to Reconciliation Australia for
approval in November 2019.
Current Projects/Campaigns
YLab and Future Skills 2030 are a major focus for this year and
beyond, as well as the other programs initiated by the FYA. In
light of the COVID-19 pandemic and its crippling social,
economic and health effect, the FYA has introduced further
initiatives to help improve opportunities for young people.
These include the Youth Response Fund which is designed to
facilitate youth-led initiatives with grants to lessen the impact
of COVID-19 on young people. FYA pooled more than
$1650,000 to inject funds into 15 youth-led initiatives. Another
campaign launched by the FYA in response to COVID-19 is
the Local and Vocal campaign which invites young people
aged 16-29 to share their stories on how COVID-19 has
affected them with decision-makers. This campaign was held
between 22 and 31 July 2020 ahead of the Federal Budget and
aimed to help build participants’ confidence in voicing their
concerns with their MP.
If you would like to learn more about the FYA, follow them on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube and Linkedin.
Also, don’t forget to check out their website where you can see all their latest research and programs.

Clean Energy Finance Corporation – www.cefc.com.au
By Wayne Roddom, HOPE researcher Qld
The Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) is an Australian Government-owned Green Bank that
was established to facilitate increased flows of finance into the clean energy sector.
CEFC’s Board members are drawn from a broad range of financial services, including the banking industry, and
infrastructure projects both in Australia and international companies. The Finance Minister (Simon Birmingham) and
the Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction (Angus Taylor) are the responsible ministers for CEFC.
CEFC was set up to support investment, through private lenders and banks in clean energy in 2014.
commencement:
•
•
•

Since

CEFC has deployed more than $6 billion to investments and projects around Australia
$1.66 billion in CEFC capital has been repaid or returned since inception
CEFC has delivered nearly $1.27 billion in finance for ~18,000 smaller-scale projects.

Underlying the Corporation’s ability to provide a return to the Government, in the 2019-2020 period, for every dollar
invested by the corporation, a total of 3 dollars was invested by the private sector.
Some commentators claim that recent amendments to the CEFC will allow it to be used in the underwriting of gas
generation projects.

Community Gardens Australia - www.communitygarden.org.au
By Xiang 'Phoebe' Huang - HOPE researcher Qld

Main aims
Community Gardens Australia (CGA) connects city farms and community gardens around Australia and facilitates
the exchange of information and gathering of consensus among community gardens around Australia.

Objectives
Within the limits of its capacity, the network will:
• advocate on behalf of community gardens
• provide presentations and advice to local government, other institutions, and communities interested in
establishing community gardens
• document and communicate the development of community gardening in Australia
• provide a list of contacts through which the public may contact community gardens.
•
Download the full document at www.communitygarden.org.au/2021/01/rules-for-community-gardens-australia-inc

Major Achievements
CGA provides a search bar with mapping for any school gardens, community gardens or garden events. And people
can add the garden into the platform.
Access to resource
There is a lot of information provided by the link.
Community Gardening
• Start a community garden — a ten-step process
• Common objections — to community gardens and how to frame your plans to address them
• Garden checklist — ideas to consider before starting a community garden
• Plan of management template
• Start with garden design — productive ideas for home and community gardeners
• Understanding our site — needs, site and sector analysis – the basis of good design
• Materials for building — community gardens
• Thinking about safety — in our community garden
• Community gardening — growing food, growing community

Gardening
• Organic gardening — productive, safe gardening for home & community gardeners
• Creative composting — for home and community gardening
• Creating good soils — the most important part of organic gardening
•
No-dig or mulch gardening — for the home and community gardener
• Using water wisely — gardening food on a dry continent
• Making a food forest — cultivated ecology for home and community garden design
• Managing garden pests — with an integrated or diverse pest management strategy
• Crop rotation — managing pests and maintain plant health
• Container gardens — grow your own on a balcony or in a community garden
Verge gardens
• Verge gardening — farming the urban footpath
• Farmers of the urban footpath — ideas for urban food gardeners and local government Permaculture
• Creating a perma-culture — a design approach to creative living
• Planning a PermaBlitz — in a community garden
Community Food
• Community food systems — communities providing for themselves.
Media
•
•

Blogging your stories — let’s get our message out
The media release — a guide to writing your own.

Download the full document at www.communitygarden.org.au/2021/04/information-sheets-the-list

Design guidelines for street verge gardens
This guide to edible street verge planting has been pulled together from discussions with local government staff,
sustainability educators, and street verge gardeners. This article introduces current thinking on street verge
gardening. The rise in popularity of edible gardens has brought the planting of fruits, herbs and vegetables, sometimes
mixed with flowers and native plants, to our street verges. Some local governments have taken a proactive approach

to balance the council and community requirements. The article lists five critical function and the realities of verge
gardens. Find the full document at https://www.communitygarden.org.au/2021/01/verge-gardens/
Community gardening planning documents
There are examples of community garden documents, and Community gardening planning documents and Growing
Community: Starting and Nurturing Community Gardens. View flipping book of community gardens documents via
ISSUU.com. Find the full document at https://www.communitygarden.org.au/2021/01/gardener-documents/
Brimbank Community booklets
The booklet collates the resources about whether you’re growing at home, growing at school, considering joining a
community
garden,
or
starting
a
community
garden,
download
the
full
PDF
at
https://www.communitygarden.org.au/2021/03/brimbank-community-booklets/
1999-2011ACFCGN past newsletters
Download the full document at www.communitygarden.org.au/2011/04/1999-2011-acfcgn-past-newsletters

Recycle Mate - http://www.acor.org.au/recycle-mate.html
Written by Lance McKenzie, HOPE volunteer QLD
Recycle Mate removes confusion and makes recycling simpler for all Australians. Recycle
Mate is a free, community-driven app that recognizes your waste and recycling and how to
properly dispose of it.
Available for Apple and Android devices.
Recycle Mate addresses the issue of how to sort your recycling – or if certain types of waste can even be
recycled at all. Waste and plastic that is improperly disposed of accumulates in the environment. About 10-15%
of recycling is not recyclable and ends up in landfill or circulated through our waterways, like in the North Pacific
Garbage Patch.
Recycle Mate was developed by the Australian Council of Recycling (ACOR) in partnership with the Australian
Government to reduce household waste and reduce solid waste and plastics contamination in the environment.
Search for your waste with a word-search or by taking a photo of it – it’s as easy as that. The app indexes a
vast number of recycling and waste products to identify your waste. The app catalogues and checks the specific
recycling systems of your local Council and lets you know if the waste is recycled in your area.
You can build the index of products and be a Recycle Soldier by photographing different types of waste and
recyclables from within the app.
The app is currently supported for NSW residents, but the full Nation-wide release is just around the corner and
you can take photos for Recycle Soldier right now. Get notified when the app is ready for your area by
downloading the app and following the prompts when you try to do a search.

International Articles
Climate Institute - http://climate.org
Headquarters: Washington DC, USA
Email: info@climate.org
By Wayne Roddom, HOPE researcher Qld
The Climate Institute, founded in 1986, is based in the USA. It was the world’s first organisation focused solely on
climate change. It is a private organisation and not beholding to government funding.
Since its founding, the Institute has been instrumental in moving climate change onto the international agenda,
fostering collaboration between developing countries and richer nations, and in launching and implementing
pioneering studies and initiatives on subjects such as environmental refugees, transforming the energy infrastructure
of small island states, and catalysing policymaker focus on the necessity of limiting emissions of black carbon and
other short-lived climate forcers.

The Institute has a mission to “discover and implement climate solutions by advancing research, sharing information,
and collaborating with US and international partners.”
Because of the Institute’s size and maturity, it is able to provide:
• Internships in the Washington headquarters,
• Education, including “Climate 101”, climate change games and simulations,
• Environment news
• Publications that reflect the multi-disciplinary and international composition of the institute.
Organisationally the Institute has a Board of Directors formed from a mix of members with backgrounds in business
and science. This backed up with a board of advisors, drawn from environmental specialists from over 25 countries,
including Australia.
Whilst the organisation no longer produces the “Climate Alert” magazine, a subscribed mailing list for news is available
at http://climate.org/climate-alert-2/.

Future Directions International
www.futuredirections.org.au
By Xiang 'Phoebe' Huang - HOPE researcher Qld

Main aims
Future Directions International`s(FDI) primary aim is to provide informed, balanced research, which ultimately will
result in policy changes that will enhance the quality of strategic decision making at senior levels of the public and
private sectors in Australia.

Current Programs
Indian Ocean
The Indian Ocean is critical to global trade and food and energy security. Resources increasingly are being exploited
by its littoral and island states. FDI focus on research:
• What are the key developments in the Indian Ocean region’s littoral and island states over the coming decade
and what impact might they have on Australia’s interests in the region?
• How might Australia best respond to the challenges and opportunities which they present?
FDI will investigate the major factors as below:
• Security and geo-strategic issues;
• Australia’s interests in the Indian Ocean region;
• Potential threats to Australian interests in the region; and
• Possible means of addressing those threats.
Australia and the Global Food and Water Crisis
Food and water insecurity are among the most formidable challenges facing the world. To understand the threats and
opportunities posed to Australia between now and 2050, FDI considers the following question:
How can Australia best display a global leadership role in improved and sustainable food productivity and landscape
regeneration in the event of a global food and water crises?

The FDI Global Food and Water Crises Research Programme covers three primary areas of research:
• Will there be a Global Food and Water Crisis between now and 2050, and if so, how should Australia react
to such a crisis?
• What is the food and water security situation in the Indian Ocean littoral between now and 2030?
• Could rising demand for shared water resources cause conflict within trans boundary river basins in our
region?
FDI’s research and analysis of individual countries and regions not
only provides stimuli, but the institute actively seeks engagement with
subject matter experts, hosts roundtables on the subject matters and
provides key policymakers with relevant and timely outcomes. The
comprehensive research includes issues, such as demographic
growth, access to food and water, farming and agricultural practices,
governmental policies, and the impact of conflict on the population.
FDI is also involved in areas of research such as:
• The Soils for Life initiative facilitated through Outcomes
Australia.
• Enhanced Agricultural and Trade partnerships between
Australia and other States.
Northern and Regional Australia
The region of Australia north of the Tropic of Capricorn provides a wealth of economic opportunities and also
strategically important for the role it plays in border protection and as an interface for broader engagement with
neighbouring states and the wider region. To study on the factors and the care of the land and soil, FDI will focus on
the following question:
Do known and possible changing global, regional, domestic and environmental conditions over the coming decades
require Australia to consider its options in relation to the continent’s northern regions through a process that evaluates
challenges and opportunities?
In answering the above, the following major factors will be
investigated:
• Determining the potential of the resources sector, including
minerals and energy, the agricultural and pastoral sectors,
tourism, fisheries and water;
• Managing sustainably and enhancing landscape and soils;
• Considering the security and geostrategic issues, including the
threats, risks and challenges to developing the region
determining appropriate counter measures;
• Identifying governance structures that would best allow
Northern Australia to realise its full economic potential;
• Identifying the opportunities of developing the region for all of
Australia; and
• Considering population, employment, and value-added
incentives to work.

Major Publication
Associate Papers
Associate papers are primary source assessments written by FDI associates. The assessment topics range from
regional bilateral relationships and opportunities and challenges in our neighbouring countries.
• Pakistan’s Dilemma: To Love or Hate Its Eastern Neighbour?
• The Maritime Relations of India, the Maldives and Sri Lanka: Part Two The Maritime Relations of India, the
Maldives and Sri Lanka: Part One
Check the full information at www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/associate-papers
Feature Interviews
Feature interviews are interviews conducted by an FDI Research Manager. Interview topics range from the
sustainability of our planet to the improved provision of emergency food aid.
• Vale Major General The Honourable Michael Jeffery, AC, AO (Mil), CVO, MC (Retired).
• Boosting Trade and Investment Integration among Indian Ocean Rim Association
• (IORA) Countries: Professor Peter Draper
• Rick Wilson Federal Member for O’Connor and Chairman of the House of Representative Standing
Committee for Agriculture and Water Resources
Check the full information at www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/fdi-interviews

Landmark Publications
Normally issued in hardcopy, these represent a comprehensive study of
one of FDI’s four research areas.
• Food and Water Security in the Middle East
• The Indian Ocean Region: A Framework for Australian Policy
Options
• Food and Water Security: Our Global Challenge
Check
the
full
information
at
www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/landmark-publication
Strategic Alerts
Strategic alerts are priority current intelligence items. We provide these alerts when events such as military
deployments or foreign election results occur.
• Portugal to Deploy Special Forces after Mozambique Attack
• A Stalemate in Afghanistan Trouble in Ladakh: The Sino-Indian Stand-Off
Check the full information at www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/strategic-alerts
Strategic Analysis Paper
A 1500-to-3000-word, single topic assessment.
• The US-China Trade Relationship During the Biden Administration A New India-Pakistan Ceasefire: Will It
Hold?
• Ideology vs. Pragmatism: Biden’s Missteps in the Middle East
Check the full information at www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/sap
Strategic Weekly Analysis
A number of short articles addressing current intelligence topics, issued each week.
• Biden’s Mideast Strategy and Its Geopolitical Implications
• China Shoots Itself in the Foot – And India Wins
• Ardern Diplomatic but Comments Point to Hardening of New Zealand’s Attitude to China
Check the full information at www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/strategic-weekly-analysis
Workshop Reports
A record of discussions resulting from a single, or series of, roundtable conferences.
• Sustainability, Agricultural Development and the World’s Future Food Needs
• Food and Water Insecurity: International Conflict Triggers & Potential Conflict Points
• The Role of Science, Technology and Innovation in Solving Global Food Crises
Check the full information at www.futuredirections.org.au/publications/type/workshop-papers

Soka Gakkai - www.sokaglobal.org
By Xiang 'Phoebe' Huang - HOPE researcher Qld

Main Aims
The Soka Gakkai and the SGI (Soka Gakkai International) aims to promote
peace, culture and education centered on respect for the dignity of life, grounded
in the humanistic spirit of Nichiren Buddhism and the ideal of world citizenship.
Individual Soka Gakkai members strive to actualize their inherent potential while
contributing to their local communities and responding to the shared issues
facing humankind. The Soka Gakkai develops a range of activities including
exhibitions, symposiums, interfaith dialogue, cultural events and support of
United Nations initiatives. These activities aim to raise awareness related to the
current global issues in the following five main areas: peace and disarmament;
education for sustainable development and climate action; human rights
education; humanitarian relief and disaster risk reduction; and gender equality
and women’s empowerment.
Major Achievements
The SGI has its People’s Decade for Nuclear Abolition campaign for its second decade, with exhibitions
communicating the inhumanity of nuclear weapons, recording the experiences of atomic bomb survivors and petition
drives. The SGI also participates actively in UN policymaking processes on nuclear disarmament and advocates for
a pre-emptive ban on lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS). The SGI and INPS (International Press
Syndicate) have initiated a media project for nuclear abolition. View resources promoting peace and nuclear
disarmament.

The SGI offers exhibitions, a film as well as the SDGs for all
media project with INPS and are designed to support the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and promote the
Earth Charter. As well as promoting sustainable
development, local Soka Gakkai organizations also engage
in clean-ups, tree plantings and lectures. The SGI created
with Earth Charter International, the “Mapting” smartphone
app which aims to encourage youth participation in the SDGs.
The SGI hold the “Seeds of Change” exhibition and its
successor, “Seeds of Hope,” which have been viewed by over
7 million people in more than 40 countries. The documentary
film A Quiet Revolution was created in collaboration with the
Earth Council, UNDP and UNEP.
The SGI has developed educational tools that illustrate the
transformative impact of human rights education and promote a
culture of human rights where dignity and equality are paramount.
The SGI launched the exhibition “Transforming Lives: The Power of
Human Rights Education” at the 34th session of the Human Rights
Council. The film A Path to Dignity documents the impact of human
rights education on schoolchildren, police officers and victims of
domestic violence. The SGI developed the Human Rights Education
Open Web Resource, a collaborative initiative, providing human
rights education and training tools for teachers and activists.
The SGI coordinates responses to disasters by distributing supplies, offering shelter and care at its centres and liaising
with government and relief agencies. It also supports refugee relief efforts through the UNHCR. Over 1,000 Soka
Gakkai community centres around Japan are primed to be able to respond to major disasters.
The SGI develops activities to foster women`s leadership. The SGI implemented the “Young Women’s Stories—
Fostering Leadership” project to explore how young women’s personal development can help them empower
themselves and others. Committee on the Status of Women (CSW) side events run by the SGI bring together young
women from across the globe to discuss their role as leaders and initiators of change. The SGI has been involved in
the NGO Committee on the Status of Women, New York (NGO CSW/NY), for over 20 years.

Current activities
The basic Buddhist practice of Soka Gakkai members is chanting
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, reciting portions of the Lotus Sutra (referred
to as gongyo) and sharing the teachings of Buddhism with others in
order to help them overcome their problems. Soka Gakkai members
carry out their daily practice at home, but also meet regularly with
other members in their communities. Soka Gakkai discussion
meetings are usually held on a monthly basis, and the vast majority
are held in the homes of members.

References
• Learn more about the event of SGI, see Information chart,
• People’s Decade for Nuclear Abolition - https://peoplesdecade2.wixsite.com/nuclear-abolition
• media project - www.nuclearabolition.info
• exhibitions - www.sokaglobal.org/resources/global-issues-resources/peace-and-disarmament.html
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The World Health Organisation (WHO) is a broad, expansive organisation
with 150 offices across the globe and representing delegates from 194 member states
(nations). Similar in structure and operation to the United Nations, the WHO attains a
percentage of member state’s GDP to contribute to the organisations operating
budget. Further voluntary contributions also come from various global organisations, foundations, the private sector
and member states.
The current and predicted impacts of Climate Change (CC) are deeply entwined to the challenges WHO face as a
body committed to improving the health and wellbeing of global citizens. Essential ingredients of good heath- clean
air and drinking water, nutritious food and safe shelter have the potential to be undermined by CC. Areas with weak
health infrastructure are at far greater risk to these impacts. This situation has led to the WHO to conduct research
into climate change and its impacts on health- with staggering results. WHO reports between 2030 and 2050 CC is
expected to cause approximately 250 000 additional deaths per year from climate sensitive diseases (such as
malaria, malnutrition and heat stress)? These statistics, while shocking in themselves, fail to capture further indirect
effects which are more difficult to predict. Further information around CC and health can be found here and by
searching the WHO publication database: www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health
In response to this daunting situation, the WHO aim to take actions to support global mitigation and adaption efforts.
As stated on the WHO Climate and Health website:
In 2015, the WHO Executive Board endorsed a new work plan on climate change and health. This includes:
• Partnerships: to coordinate with partner agencies within the UN system, and ensure that health is properly
represented in the climate change agenda.
• Awareness raising: to provide and disseminate information on the threats that climate change presents to
human health, and opportunities to promote health while cutting carbon emissions.
• Science and evidence: to coordinate reviews of the scientific evidence on the links between climate
change and health, and develop a global research agenda.
• Support for implementation of the public health response to climate change: to assist countries in
building capacity to reduce health vulnerability to climate change, and promote health while reducing
carbon emissions.

Resources
publish.csiro.au
Arrival of new PLANTS titles at CSIRO Publishing!
As you may know, CSIRO Publishing is Australia’s leading science publisher of journals, books and magazines.
They have an extensive range of titles and subjects that you can shop, and their library has just gotten bigger
with the introduction of new environment titles.

All these great titles and more are now available at publish.csiro.au

