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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2020 #09 --- September 2020 
 
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared 
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month. 
 

Editorial 
 

Welcome to the September 2020 issue of HOPE’s newsletter. 
This is national biodiversity month and this month’s issue is packed with articles by our volunteer researchers raising 
awareness about the Australian environment and the organisations working hard to protect it.  
As the weather gets warmer this is the perfect time to get outside and stuck into some gardening. This month’s issue 
has a range of DIY projects for the garden for you to try which will make your garden the envy of the neighbourhood. 
As always, we welcome your thoughts on these articles or on any issues you would like to raise. 
Regards, 
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc 
 

 

2020 National/International Events Calendar 
 
 
 

September 

National Biodiversity Month 
1    National Wattle Day 
4    National Walk to Work Day 
6-13  National Landcare Week 
7    National Threatened Species Day 
11   National Bilby Day 
12   HOPE Ordinary Meeting (Toowoomba, Qld) 
16   International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer 
20   Sustainable House Day 
TBC  Bushcares Major Day Out – BMDO 
22   World Car-Free Day 
24   World Maritime Day 
 

October 

4    World Animal Day 
5-11  Australian Wildlife Week 
7    World Habitat Day 
13   International Day for Disaster Reduction 
16   World Food Day 
17   International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
21   National Ride 2 Work Day 
19-25 Aussie Backyard Bird Count 
19-25 National Water Week 
21-22 All Energy 2020 conference 
24   United Nations Day 
27   World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 
 

 
 
  



 

HOPE Office News --- September 2020 
 

Good morning folks, 
 

Office staff have continued their efforts to update admin procedures, respond to enquiries and seek funding for 
projects. 
 

Here is the current status of our projects and grant applications: 
o Management and Monitoring of Native Fauna – grant $16,500 received from national Community 

Environment Program (CEP) 
➔ To date, Crossroads Rural & Environment (CRE) have prepared the Grazing Management Plans 

Guidelines, 8 Species Occurrence Matrix information sheets; and 8 Species Management Plans. 
o Development of Waste Hierarchy brochure – grant applications submitted to ARTC Inland Rail (17/08 

Unsuccessful); and GCBF Qld (17/08) 
o Development of Directory of Heritage Facilities and Landmarks in the Toowoomba region – grant 

applications submitted to Mazda Foundation, RACQ and Arrow Energy 
o Online grant application re Cover fuel costs of volunteers – Federal Volunteer Grants program (26/08/20) 
o In-house Podcast Series led by Andrew Nicholson 
o Promotional support of HOPE and its activities - CQU Digital Media Project (pending approval) 

 

o 2021 Youth Summit (major event project) 
▪ Printing of UN SDG posters – grant application submitted to Honda Foundation 
▪ Review ‘proposal’ and efforts to date 
▪ Recruit more assistance to working group 

➔ HOPE and St. Ursula’s College (Toowoomba) are co-hosting the event which will be held at the 
school’s Salo Centre (hall), 8-14 Rome St, Toowoomba on Saturday 24 April 2021. We have 
started canvassing year 10,11 and 12 secondary students, across the Toowoomba Regional 
Council (TRC) jurisdiction, on their issues of interest and/or concern regarding the environment, 
social justice, animal welfare and heritage. Their responses will be used to guide the program of 
guest speakers and discussion groups at the summit. 

o Podcast Series (using consultant) – grant application submitted to Australian Communities Foundation 
 

o Other Project proposals for consideration 
o Andrew Nicholson’s proposals 
o Steve Cupitt’s proposals 

 

Other matters for consideration include: 
o Membership with other envNGOs 

▪ Australian Earth Laws Alliance (ALEA) 
▪ Climate and Health Alliance (CAHA) 

o Purchase annual ZOOM subscription – Y/N? 
 

Lastly, the office will soon be updating our Sponsorship Prospectus; and we’re looking for volunteers to help 
compile lists of potential sponsors. So, if you have some spare time, please contact the office on phone 07 4639 
2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your support. 
 

Regards, 
 

Frank Ondrus, Office Manager – HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135, www.hopeaustralia.org.au  
 

 

Volunteer Profile 
 

Dan Bielich, HOPE researcher WA 
 

My name is Dan Bielich. 
 

I have volunteered with HOPE Inc. for 3.5 years now. 
My major role in the group is researcher and academic article writer. 
I have a Bachelor of Science majoring in Climatology, a Masters in Environment, 
and I am now completing a double Engineering Degree in Renewable Energy 
and Electrical Power.  
 

I continue to volunteer with HOPE Inc. as it provides me the unique opportunity 
to connect with people through the challenges that we face today as a society. It 
allows me to voice the issues that are covered in the media and other important 
issues that are overlooked. Through my academic experience I aim to bring 
accurate, valid and logical articles that educate the public on a range of topics. 
 

 

  



 

Helpful Hints 
 

Helpful Hints on Using Worms in your Garden -  ecovalleyworms.com.au 
By Sofija Belajcic, HOPE researcher (NSW) 
 

Gardeners will often say that the key to healthy soil is having lots of worms in the 
garden, and that this in turn will improve soil productivity leading to fuller, more 
vibrant produce. So, what exactly is the role of worms in soil replenishment, and 
how can you harness the power of these wonderful little creatures in your garden? 
Well, firstly, worms eat the decaying matter in the soil and then convert it to rich, 
organic fertilizer which is dispersed throughout the garden in the form of worm 
casting, or worm poop. The worm casting is made up of a dirt like substance which 
releases nutrients such as concentrated nitrates, phosphorus, magnesium, 
potassium and calcium back into the soil, thereby returning organic materials back 
into the earth. Worms are Mother Nature’s answer to synthetic fertilizer and animal 
manure which kill the microbiological life in the soil essential to the survival of 
plants. By burrowing deep into the soil and leaving tunnels behind, the nutrients 
are available for the plants to absorb straight away as the tunnels give a better 
structure for the plants’ roots.  

 
There are a few ways to use worms in your garden, including worm composting with a worm tray or worm tower. The 
benefit of worm composting is that it allows you to recycle your organic household waste into compost thereby 
reducing waste in landfills and attracting earth worms. The earth worms, which live deeper under the ground, eat the 
bacteria, fungi and algae in raw dirt, and help aerate the dirt in your garden. 
 
DIY Garden Worm Tray 
Worms trays are easy to add your garden and help 
improve soil productivity. To make one, you will 
need a tray from your worm farm, some worms and 
worm cast. Choose an area in your garden for the 
worm tray and dig a hole bigger than the diameter 
of your tray. Then, place your tray in the hole and 
fill in around it with the dirt. Lastly, add the worms 
and worm cast into the tray, and cover the cast 
with shredded damp paper. After a few days, feed 
the worms some kitchen scraps, or other waste 
such as moist paper and cardboard, animal waste, 
etc. Make you don’t cover the entire tray with 
waste as it will cause the worms to overheat. 
 
After about 6 months, you can harvest the worm cast and spread it throughout the garden. By then the worms will 
have bred, and you can use the extra worms to create a new worm tray. 
 

Worm Tea 
Worm tea is very beneficial to your garden as it speeds up the growth 
of microbes like bacteria, fungi, protozoa and nematodes. These 
microbes protect the plant from pathogenic organisms and strengthen 
the plant’s immune system. When sprayed on leaves, the tea creates 
a waxy layer on top of the plant’s skin which protects it from harmful 
microorganisms and insects.  
 
There are two different worm casting teas – steeped and brewed tea. 
 
Steeped Worm Casting Tea 
To make steeped tea, place 20L of water in a container and suspend 
the casting-filled tea bag in it. The “tea bag” can be a loose weave sock 
or pantyhose which is simply filled with four cups of worm casting. Let 
the tea bag soak for a few hours, and after it is ready to use. Pour the 
tea into your garden and apply the leftover castings in the tea bag to 
the soil. This will improve the water retention quality of the soil, which 
is important for worms. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: Eco Valley Worms 

 



 

Brewed Worm Casting Tea 
 

For brewed tea, you will need a fish tank-type air pump, 
a container that can hold 20 litres, 20 litres of rainwater, 
tubing with air stone (soak dry 1 hour before use) 
attached to put on air pump, tea bags filled with 4 cups 
of worm casting, and  1-2 TBSP of sugar or molasses. 
 
Firstly, fill the brewing container with water and then turn 
the air pump on, placing the air stone and tea bag into 
the container. Make sure the air stone and tea bag sink 
to the bottom of the container and allow 12 to 24 hours 
for brewing. In the last few hours of the brewing process, 
add 1-2 TBSP of sugar or molasses. 
Photo Credit: Eco Valley Worms 

 
After 12-24 hours finish the brewing, pull air stone out 
and turn the air pump off. Use the tea in the early 
morning or evening and if you want, add another 20 
litres of water to the tea. 

 
DIY Worm Tower 
Worm towers, like worm trays, are beneficial to gardens as they allow the compost worms to add casting to the soil 
and then come back to the tray/tower. To make your own worm tower you will need a wide, plastic pipe about 50cm 
long, a drill, a saw, 250-500 composting worms, newspaper, water, a lid and Worm Cast. Firstly, wash the pipe and 
drill it with holes at least 5mm in diameter. Then choose a spot in your garden bed for the worm tower and decide 
how deep the hole will be (for e.g. 30cm deep). Cut 
the pipe so its entire length allows for the desired 
depth of the hole to be dug plus 20cm above the 
surface of the bed. Dig a 30cm deep hole, place the 
pipe in the hole, and fill around it so that 20cm of 
pipe is above the surface. Add a thick layer of worm 
cast into the pipe, and at the bottom of the pipe, 
around 15cm deep, place a thick bedding of wet 
newspaper strips. Add the composting worms and 
then add another layer, around 5cm, of wet 
newspaper/worm cast to pat the worms down. 
Place lid on top of the pipe so as to keep rain and 
insects out of the worm tower. Finally, after a 
couple of days add handfuls of organic matter such 
as kitchen scraps, moist paper and cardboard, 
animal waste, etc. 
 
The compost worms will turn the waste into cast which contain micro-organisms that will in turn attract earth worms 
to the garden. Just like the worm tray, around every 6 months harvest the worm cast and spread it throughout your 
garden as a soil conditioner. Since the worms will have bred, use the extra worms to create a new worm tower in 
other parts of your garden. Of course, you don’t need to make a worm tower, you can also buy one such as the Worm 
Feast which is an easy-to-assemble moulded, plastic tower. 
 
For more tips on worm composting, and to order worms check out Eco Valley Worms’ Instagram and Facebook page: 
@ecovalleyworms 
 
References: 

• Worm Feast Instruction Manual 

• Eco Valley Worms -What Worms Eat 

• Eco Valley Worms -DIY Worm Tray Instructions  

• Eco Valley Worms -Leachate vs. Worm Compost Tea 

• Eco Valley Worms -Utilizing your amazing worm cast/compost 

• Eco Valley Worms -How to improve your soil and attract native earth worms 

• Eco Valley Worms -DIY Worm Tower 

• www.tastefulgarden.com/Worm-Castings-d114.htm 

• www.enviroingenuity.com/articles/synthetic-vs-organic-fertilizers.html 
 

 

  



 

Queensland News  
 

Flourishing in Toowoomba! 
 
Pursuing good health can be great fun! This morning, a sunny Winter’s Day, I was talking with a fascinating Yazidi 
woman about Za’atar, a delicious herb and sesame mix. I first tasted this in Melbourne twenty years ago, as one of 
my lovely flat mates back then was from a family of talented Lebanese restauranteurs and was sharing her Mum’s 
cooking. Za’atar does magical things to food and my children love to eat tender chicken breast strips gently sautéed 
in it.  
 
Now, is your mouth watering? To the first five people reading this article who e-mail me their address, I will send a 

sample packet of za’atar and a recipe, just for fun. annetc@westnet.com.au       Good luck! Now back to our story…. 

 
Yasmin*, my new acquaintance [*not her real name], was also sharing traditional recipes involving basmati rice, 
tomatoes, garlic and onion, which sounds delish. We are planning to share some meals in the future, which will be 
wonderful I’m sure. 
 

Community Gardening Mornings 
Yasmin and I were chatting and laughing and plotting some shared meals, as we 
packed many kilos of our Flourish PYO’s sweet cherry tomatoes, getting them ready 
for delivery to the Emerge youth café and the Base Soup Kitchen.   
 
This is a typical delightful community gardening Tuesday, which are on again during 
school term from 9-11am now that COVID 19 restrictions have been lifted.   
 
We want to have quarterly Saturday working bees too. Please contact me if you 
would like know when these are on. 
 
Since March 2019, Flourish PYO [Pick Your Own] Inc. have been growing a free 
community garden behind the Toowoomba Community Baptist Church at 100 

Glenvale Road, Glenvale. We were incredibly fortunate to receive some funding from Carinity towards our community 
orchard, so we have planted oranges, mandarines, avocados, feijoas, figs, blueberries, olives, mulberries, apples, 
Brazilian cherries, walnuts and almonds, to name just a few trees that will benefit the community in decades to come. 
We also have some bush tucker – a native ginger, bush limes and pig’s face, and perpetual greens growing and many 
kinds of herbs and flowers. We want to grow a healthy community garden in every local suburb that needs one. Can 
you help, or do you work for a business that might be able to support one? We are planning gardens on the block at 
the Lifeworks Uniting Church on Boundary Road, so we need more gardeners and supporters.  
Feeling creaky? We have fewer physical roles available for those who cannot garden too.   
 
Why the green thumbs? 
It’s our attempt to bring community together to improve food security, which is still an issue in Toowoomba in spite of 
excesses of food waste in some quarters. Flourish PYO was started by a group of 4 local Mums who were prompted 
to help address the fact that fewer than 5 percent of children eat the necessary 5 serves of vegetables and 2 fruits 
that is needed for long, healthy lives. We wanted to help resolve this issue now and work with all age groups. 
 
Health for toddlers to the elders 
We LOVE booking in garden visits from toddlers to playgroup age children and 
giving them the chance to pick and eat their own vegetables, fruit, herbs and 
flowers.  A Mum who came to one of our fun character storytelling sessions was 
simply amazed as her 15-month old ate green vegies for the first time in his life 
right before her very eyes, which he did just because the other kids were doing it. 
Isn’t it great to hear about positive peer pressure!  
 
We believe it’s vital for children to experience fresh vegies and fruit in the garden 
setting, as this playful, hands-on experience helps develop a love of healthy fresh 
food for their lifetime.  
 
Further Reading 
One of our founders, Occupational Therapist Allison Burnett, compiled a paper 
summarising studies about the connection between community gardens and food 
security. Our website has a copy of this wonderful resource. You’ll find it on our 
Home Page at www.flourishpyo.org.au  
 
Organic 
Flourish PYO Inc is a registered health promotions charity, so naturally our garden is organic [sorry about the pun].  
We do companion planting, crop rotation, use compost, seaweed solution and composted manures. 



 

 
Compost bins 
We have community-accessible compost bins – so we help 
prevent scraps going to landfill and causing excessive greenhouse 
gases, people who don’t have home compost bins are welcome to 
bring their suitable scraps to us. [Usual rules apply with them being 
eggshells and flora only, and no onions or citrus]. We have notified 
fifty of the garden’s neighbours that they can bring their scraps 
down.  
 
Fun community cooking classes 
Flourish PYO is very blessed to now have on our team Anna 
Reeves, a qualified Dietician, who runs wonderful cooking classes 
which we follow with lunch – obviously all paused during COVID 
19.  We are looking forward to starting these again as they are very 
convivial and do-able …and delicious! 
 
Don’t forget to email me if quickly if you want a chance to win some za’atar and a recipe. 
 
We are hoping to see you in the garden sometime if you can join us as we sow hope and harvest adventures!  
Please tell your friends or anyone you know who needs more fresh food. 
 
Promoting OzHarvest 
We are also working to help bring OzHarvest to Toowoomba for more days per week to help prevent food waste and 
support local charities; but this is a whole other story - please contact Anni Cramb at Annetc@westnet.com.au for 
more information. 
 

 
 

 
 

Birds Queensland - birdsqueensland.org.au 
 
 
 

Birds Queensland is an ornithological society and non-profit organisation dedicated to promoting the scientific study 
and conservation of birds, particularly the birds of Queensland. The members of Birds Queensland have diverse 
backgrounds and hold varying levels of bird knowledge however what unites them is their shared interest in birds. 
Birds Queensland holds a variety of different activities for bird enthusiasts including a monthly meeting with a topic 
presented by a guest speaker, field excursions including midweek and weekend day outings, camps where members 
can engage in bird watching and bird walks, and extended birding tours. 
 

 
                         Blue-faced Honey Eater        Double-barred Finch                      Galah 

Photo Credit: Birds Queensland Brochure, A Selection of Queensland Bird 
 

Birds Queensland also has a strong education program and willingness to pass on knowledge and experience of 
birds to schools and communities through bird identification workshops, participation at suitable public displays, and 
activities. For those who are particularly interested in Waders which include Sandpipers, Plovers, and other 
Shorebirds such as Oystercatchers, the Queensland Wader Study Group is a special interest group within Birds 
Queensland. It is a voluntary organisation which conducts further research and conservation work on both migratory 
and resident waders in Queensland.  



 

 

The outings organised by Birds Queensland include visit to 
reserves where the woodland, wetland and grassland areas 
are home to a variety of birds. Birds which you may spot 
include Crimson Rosella, Pied Oystercatcher, Royal 
Spoonbill, Galah, Blue-faced Honey Eater, Eastern Yellow 
Robin, Double-barred Finch and Rainbow Lorikeet. When it 
comes to habitat, grasslands will often be occupied with the 
Magpie Goose, Bush-stone Curlew, Straw-necked Ibis and 
Australian wood duck which feed in these areas.  Wetlands 
on the other hand are home to White-faced Heron, and 
woodlands are frequented by the Rufous Whistler. In coastal 
areas you will find shorebirds such as Grey-Tailed Tattlers 
which forage in intertidal pools, sandy beaches, mud flats as 
well as rock ledges and reefs. Wandering Tattlers, which are 
slightly larger in size and have a smaller bill, have a 
preference for rocky shorelines, wave-washed tidal 
platforms and exposed reefs.  

 

First time bird watchers should look out for specific calls of birds when birdwatching. 
For instance, the Gould’s Bronze Cuckoo which inhabits Coastal Queensland, has a 
descending ‘tiew-tiew’ call. The Graceful Meliphagas Honey Eater, which is found 
across the north of Townsville to the tip of Cape York has a soft, pleasant melodious 
single-noted “plit.” It also sometimes has a slightly harsher “plick plick plick” call of 
four to eight notes.  
 

Whilst watching out for Martin birds don’t forget to make the distinction between Fairy 
Martins and Tree Martins. Fairy Martins are finer looking with a short, churing call 
whilst Tree Martins are grey and chunkier with a more continuous, twittering call. 
Similarly, there are notable differences between the Collared Sparrowhawk and Brown Goshawk. The Collared 
Sparrowhawk has a small, light build with a robust bill and wide-eyed stare whilst the Brown Goshawk has a small 
bill, heavy brow and frowning expression. Other common birds which may be spotted during bird watching include 
the Torresian Crow and Australian Raven. 
 
To find out more about Birds Queensland or if you are interested in becoming a member, make sure to visit their 

website: birdsqueensland.org.au. Also, check out their Facebook page: @BirdsQueensland to keep up to 

date with news and events. 
 
References: 
https://birdsqueensland.org.au/about_bq.php  
Birds Queensland Brochure 
Tattlers -An Identification Comparison Table  
Cuckoos -An Identification Comparison Table 
Meliphagas Honeyeaters -An Identification Comparison Table 
Fairy Martins v Tree Martins -An Identification Comparison Table 
Collared Sparrowhawk vs Brown Goshawk -An Identification Comparison Table 
Corvids -An Identification Comparison Table 
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Quote of the month: 
 

“When you 

 touch an animal, 

that animal touches 

          your heart” 
 

     – Steve Irwin 
 



 

National News  

Doctors for the Environment: healthy planet, healthy 
people 

Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA) is a national voluntary 
organisation of medical doctors and students that makes the vital link 
between human health and planetary health - a connection that is often 
missing in our national discussions on environmental issues. 
 
We represent all specialties of medicine - GPs, surgeons, physicians, 

anesthetists, psychiatrists, pediatricians, public health specialists, academics, medical students and researchers. We 
advocate for action on climate change, call for the phase out of polluting coal and gas, protect biodiversity, improve 
air quality, and promote the use of sustainable agriculture and diet, as well as greening the healthcare sector. 

DEA was created in 2001 when several eminent doctors 
decided to form an organisation to promote the protection of 
health through care of the environment. Membership has 
increased substantially in the last few years in response to 
the stark proof of our changing climate such as the 
prolonged drought in Eastern Australia and last summer’s 
horrific bushfires and smoke pollution events.  

Climate change and global warming due to the increase in 
atmospheric greenhouse gases are interfering with so many 
components of our planet’s complex ecology that DEA sees 
tackling climate change as a major priority. 
 
In our Mission Statement we recognise that human health 
and wellbeing are absolutely dependent upon healthy 
ecosystems which sustain life. Humans need a future with 
clean air and water, healthy soils producing nutritious food, 
a stable climate, and a complex, diverse and interconnected 
humanity whose needs are met in a sustainable way. 
 
DEA’s key role is to educate and alert colleagues, the public 
and policymakers on the best available scientific evidence to 
maintain and improve environmental factors consistent with 
human and planetary health. 
 
We endeavour to reach as wide an audience as possible. 
Activities include speaking to colleagues, the community and policymakers to both educate on climate and 
environmental science and advocate for action. We regularly engage with the media and on social media around our 
key issues and initiatives. 
 

DEA encourages action at a personal level, such as reducing 
reliance on our cars (walking or cycling instead), eating less 
meat and dairy (cattle emit greenhouse gases) and reducing 
use of resources which have a heavy carbon footprint. We 
often stress that these personal actions have health benefits 
such as lowering blood pressure, weight reduction and 
lessening the chance of diabetes; what we call the health co-
benefits of reducing carbon emissions. 
 
Advocacy is an important part of our activities because 
environmentalists face fierce opposition from certain sections 
of the corporate world and policymakers. Government is 
subject to a barrage of paid lobbyists for the fossil-fuel 
industry which may well account for the slow progress in 
achieving climate action. So, one of the challenging activities 
of DEA is to meet with politicians from all persuasions to seek 
environmental protections. 
 
Besides meeting with policymakers, we write submissions to 
many inquiries conducted by federal and state governments. 

Doctors for the environment warn against proposed 
gas facility in Geelong 

Image Credit: @DocEnvAus 
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Occasionally we are called to appear before a parliamentary committee to further contribute to an inquiry. We also 
run public campaigns. Currently we have a petition, #TurnOffTheGas, aimed at raising awareness of gas as a polluting 
fossil fuel. 
https://turnoffthegas.good.do/turnoffthegas/turnoffthegas/ 
 
Although we cannot say that we alone are changing 
attitudes, we are adding to a collective voice which is 
making a difference, such as Victoria’s decision to ban 
onshore unconventional gas mining. 
 
Sustainable development is one that meets the needs of 
the present generation without imposing an extra burden 
on future generations to pay for or repair the consequences 
of that development. Unfortunately, there are many who do 
not appreciate the full health or environmental costs of their 
actions today. 
 

One of the most difficult of DEA’s tasks is to 
explain to business and authorities that the 
developed world is using or destroying too 
many of our vital resources - fresh water, arable 
land, marine life, old growth forests, and 
tropical rainforests. The overuse of these 
resources is unsustainable, and together with 
the impacts of climate change is leading to the 
destruction of ecosystems and to loss of 
species, or biodiversity. Such losses will have 
serious effects on the health of future 
generations, and unless action is taken soon, 
many of these effects will be irreversible.  
 
DEA has spoken out on these perils but unless 

there are stronger environmental laws in Australia, short-term economic gains will be at the expense of heavy long-
term costs. DEA has written several strong submissions on the need for much more effective environmental laws 
which are now being formulated in some states. DEA has strengthened its capacity to respond to the challenges of 
caring for the environment, but until society values health, wellbeing and social cohesion above short-term economic 
gain, we are in for the long-haul. 
 
We welcome all medical doctors and students to join us in our vision of a healthy planet, healthy people. 
 
For more information, including how to join us, please visit dea.org.au 
 
 
By Dr John Iser, a retired gastroenterologist and a member of Doctors for the Environment Australia 
 
 

 

Catholic Earthcare Australia - https://catholicearthcare.org.au 
By Talei Caucau – HOPE researcher Qld 

 
Catholic Earthcare Australia advises the Catholic Church in Australia on 
ecological issues. Its objective is to create an understanding, among people, that 
what God has made is sacred and must be protected for generations to come. 
Catholic Earthcare utilises education, research, and activism to help others 
understand the importance of conserving the environment. It also supports Pope 
John Paul II in his efforts to advocate for better protection of the environment.  
 

Catholic Earthcare runs a National Youth Program for children and young adults in high schools, universities, and 
parishes across Australia. Each participant is encouraged to be an advocate within their community and sphere of 
influence. A recent Youth Summit attracted over 100 students. The activities in the program help youths develop 
confidence in their ideas and encourage them to believe that their lives can make a difference. Each project is inspired 
and led by young people. Catholic Earthcare understands how important it is to inspire young people to believe in 
environmental conservation. Catholic Earthcare is full of people who are willing to dedicate their time and effort to 
support youths who believe in making a change.  
 

Image Credit: @DocEnvAus 
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Catholic Earthcare runs campaigns with their partner organisations to encourage people to speak up about climate. 
A campaign called ‘Speak Up for Climate’ was launched to support the Generation Earth campaign. ‘Speak Up for 
Climate’ is an initiative to encourage people to let their MPs know, with a short video message, how they feel about 
climate change and how they hope their governments will react to the climate crisis. 
 

It is evident that Catholic Earthcare is supporting their 
communities in more ways than advocating for climate 
justice. They are also teaching youths to stand up for what 
they believe in and providing platforms for people to raise 
their voices for change. Their campaigns allow people, 
from every background, to state their opinions and become 
leaders in their communities. Catholic Earthcare’s belief 
that our earth should be looked after stems from their deep 
personal belief that God created the world and that people 
are meant to protect it. Participants do not have to be 
Catholic to get involved. Their activities and programs are 
open to people of good faith who share a similar belief in 
conserving the environment.  
 

 

Common Ground Research Networks 
By Christopher Leivesley - HOPE researcher Qld 
 

Common Ground Research Networks breaks the traditional vertically integrated design of within-
discipline communication, facilitating engagement across subjects, culture, affiliation, and opinion. 
Starting as a sole printing press in 1984, this progressive Australian business soon had it first 
conference on literacy and education. As its conferences grew, Common Ground began journals, 
using its own publishing software. GCScholar offers a platform for crosstalk and peer review between 
experts, so far indexing over 20, 000 articles from Common Ground’s 24 Research networks. Each 
network holds an annual conference and provides a journal for peer-reviewed articles. 
 
 

 

Journals 
An annual award acknowledges the outstanding thinking or research of the best-reviewed article within each of 
Common Ground’s journals. Last year, the Arts and Society Research Network chose “Climate Change Art: How the 
Artistic Community Expresses the Climate Crisis”, written by Shauna Doll and Tara Wright, who argue that scientific 
findings have been inadequate to spur changes in social norms and political strategy. Analysing a selection of 200 
visual artistic pieces, they identify common themes of cause, outcome, and solution. The authors describe art as a 
reflection of the zeitgeist and suggest the emotion intrinsic to art may drive change in environmental practice. 
 

At the same time, the Constructed Environment Research Network gave its commendation to David Gottwald and 
Gregory Turner-Rahman for “The End of Architecture: Theme Parks, Video Games, and the Built Environment in 
Cinematic Mode”. Here, the writers review the emergence of thematic environments at the cost of architectural 
placemaking. Extrapolating from the growth of theme parks and virtual realities, the article predicts that built 
surroundings will become increasingly immersive and augmented by virtual realities. 
 

Books 
Common Ground also publishes books, basing its selections on manuscript quality rather than the profitability of its 
market. 
In 2019, the organisation recognised Professor Richard Niesenbaum and Joseph Elliot for their collaboration “In 
Exchange for Gold: The Legacy and Sustainability of Artisanal Gold Mining in Las Juntas de Abangares, Costa Rica.” 
This unexpected cooperation between a scientist and photographer documents in parallel a literary and photographic 
review of gold mining in a small Costa Rican town. The book sheds light on the ecological impact of mining and 
considers sustainable mining alongside the livelihoods that depend on the industry. 
 

Conferences 
Typically, Common Ground conferences begin with small groups of experts discussing key issues surrounding the 
conference’s focus. For example, the 2021 Climate Change Impacts and Responses Research Network’s conference 
will be themed, “Responding to Climate Change as an Emergency.” Though much of the informal interaction fostered 
by physical conferences must be postponed until the lift of pandemic restrictions, networks are still convening through 
virtual presentations. Like Common Ground’s other forums, Research Network conferences aim to connect those 
who share an interest in a theme, irrespective of culture or specialty. 
 

Common Ground is founded on a principle of bringing aggressively differing views and backgrounds into a safe 
environment to approach issues with unguarded thinking. It also illustrates the potential for business to transform to 
charity; Common Ground switched from publishing company to not-for-profit in 2016,  
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International News 

 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) - wwf.panda.org 

 

The year 2020 has highlighted not only the vulnerability of the health of the 
human population but also the significance of the health of our one and only 
home - Earth.  The concept of working together is one we are becoming more 
familiar with when dealing with global issues.  WWF is an organisation 
committed to ensuring that “Together, we are creating a world where people 
live in harmony with nature”. 

https://wwf.panda.org/our_ambition/wwf_together_possible/.  

People from all nations, from individuals concerned about the environment 
through to experts and all levels of government, are encouraged to be part of 
the WWF solution because the job of caring for our planet requires a collective 
effort.  

 
Collaboration and partnerships organised by the WWF focus on six global objectives: - 

• FORESTS – ensuring the integrity of our most important forests and enhancing and maintaining the 
benefits for forests to human well-being 

• OCEANS – achieving productive and resilient fisheries and ecosystems that improve livelihoods and 
biodiversity 

• WILDLIFE – securing iconic and endangered species and enabling recovery in the wild 

• FOOD – ensuring sustainable, secure food systems whilst conserving nature 

• CLIMATE AND ENERGY – shifting towards a low carbon, resilient climate  

• FRESHWATER – securing ecosystems and management of freshwater flow provides water for people and nature 

• WWF also recognises that the influence of markets, finance and governance are key to dealing with 
environmental issues. 

 
WWF Major Achievements over five decades 
https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/history/50_years_of_achievements/ 
 
Although there are many more, the following list highlights five major WWF contributions to global conservation. 
 
1960’s US$5.6 million raised by WWF 
WWF distributed this money as grants for 356 conservation-related projects.  The projects and the iconic symbols 
representing them raised public awareness of conservation issues.  
 
1970’s: Intergovernmental treaty for wetlands 
WWF in partnership with other organisations advocated for the conservation and the wise use of wetlands and their 
resources.  As a result, 18 governments signed the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance.  
The Ramsar list of Wetlands of International Importance includes more than 1,900 wetlands in the Ramsar list of 
Wetlands of International Importance. 
 

 1980’s: National giant panda conservation plan 
Since 1979, WWF has been involved in in the conservation of the giant panda as 
just 1,000 individuals survived in isolated communities the wild.  The 1989 
conservation management plan developed by WWF in partnership with the Chinese 
Ministry of Forestry aimed to establish a connected panda environment. 
 
1990’s Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
In 1992, WWF was a critical in establishing an international treaty covering the 
conservation and use of biodiversity. 

 
2000’s ARPA (Amazon Region Protected Area) 
In 2002, WWF worked with the Brazilian government and other organisations to preserve 60 million hectares of the 
Amazon. This initiative, has enhanced work achieved prior to 2002, to ensure that over 80% of the Amazon’s original 
forest is still largely intact. 
 
More recently, WWF has been involved in ‘Earth Hour’, the world’s largest activism event.  Around the globe people, 
buildings, landmarks and entire cities switch off their lights for one hour.  In 2007 2.2 million homes and businesses 
in Sydney participated.  Growing concern about climate change across the world meant that in 2010, hundreds of 
millions of people around the globe joined Earth Hour (about one in 6 people on the planet).  
 



 

The popularity and uptake of ‘Earth Hour’ is just one example of how the 
mission of WWF can be achieved by every one of us.  “Together, we 
bridge cutting edge conservation science and traditional knowledge. 
Together, we help bright ideas from one community take root in another, 
half a world away. Together, we weather setbacks and persevere. 
Together, we are champions for coral reefs, rainforests, ice caps and 
free-flowing rivers. For species who cannot speak up for themselves” 
https://wwf.panda.org/our_ambition/wwf_together_possible/. 
 

For more information about WWF, access https://lp.panda.org/subscribe to subscribe to WWF’s free newsletter. 
 

 
 

HOPE call for more Volunteers! 
 

More active volunteers – both local and remote (i.e. online) – are required to help us maintain our level of activity. 
Volunteers are needed to help with projects, events and display activities, as well as general admin duties and 
media/publications, work. We invite members and supporters to step up and volunteer some time and talents to help 
share the workload. Current vacancies include: Researchers; Media Officers; and Publications Team members. 
 

Please contact the office on 07 4639 2135 or email office@hopeaustralia.org.au to offer your assistance. 
 

A fair portion of the above work would ideally be done by locals (i.e. in the Toowoomba area) because the HOPE 
office is in Toowoomba. However, quite a bit of the literature review, research, media and publications activity can 
be done via email. If you have a little bit of time to help us in any way, then contact the HOPE office on email 
office@hopeaustralia.org.au or phone (07) 4639 2135. 
 

Current volunteer positions available are: 

• Researchers – required to review and comment on a range of discussion papers, policy documents and reports 
provided by government departments, business and industry organisations and NGOs. 

• Media Officers – required to write media releases, event notices, date claimers and design promotional 
flyers/posters for projects, campaigns, events and activities 

• Publications Team members – required to write information articles for our newsletter; website summaries; and 
assist with the development of PowerPoint presentations and information sheets 

• Website Content Maintenance Assistant – required to perform weekly updates and routine maintenance as 
provided by Office Manager  

 

 

Benefits of volunteering 
 

Volunteering is of great benefit to the community.  It also benefits you personally in a range of ways: 

• Gain work experience and develop new skills – Boost your career prospects. Update your resume with a 
whole new skill set. 

• Make new friendships and connections – Meet like-minded people. Create professional networks. 

• Enjoy new social & cultural experiences – be immersed in all kinds of environments, people and causes. 

• Be a part of your community – Discover, connect, make an impact and have fun. 

• Enjoy better physical and mental health – Studies show volunteering makes us healthier and happier. 

• Develop personally and build confidence – Expand yourself. Enjoy a sense of achievement and fulfilment. 

• Act on your values – Try something new. Follow your passions and interests. 

• Step out of your comfort zone – Challenge yourself in a supportive environment. 

• Stand up for what matters – Be inspired and be an inspiration. 

• Make a difference – The feel-good factor of supporting Queensland communities. 
 

Enjoy the benefits of being a volunteer today! 
 

To volunteer with us, please visit http://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/membership/volunteer-form/  
 

 
 
 


