
TH
E 

FU
TU

R
E 

Q
U

EE
N

SL
A

N
D

 F
O

R
U

M
 



TH
E 

FU
TU

R
E 

Q
U

EE
N

SL
A

N
D

 F
O

R
U

M
 

WHAT THIS REPORT IS 

• Evidence-based 
narrative about 
the future  to 
inform decision 
making 
 

• Not a strategy 
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Trend = 
important 
pattern of 
social, 
environ-
mental 
and 
economic 
activity 
that will 
play out in 
the future 

TRACKING  TRENDS 
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Megatrend = 
important 
pattern of social, 
economic or 
environmental 
activity that 
occurs at the 
intersection of 
many trends 

MEGATRENDS 
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SIX MEGATRENDS 

More 
from 
less 

Going 
going…
gone? 

The Silk 
Highway 

Forever 
young 

Virtually 
here 

Great 
expectations 
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More 
from 
less 

• Limited natural 
resources 
 

• New ways to 
ensure quality 
of life for 
current and 
future 
generations 
 

• Technology, 
business, 
government 
and cultural 
norms will all 
play a part 
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Going 
going…
gone? 

• Species 
loss 
 

• Climate 
change 
impacts 
 

• Human 
response is 
increasing 
but will it 
be 
enough?  
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• Economic 
power 
shift to 
Asia, and 
also to 
South 
America 
and Africa   

 
• Billions of 

people 
will move 
out of 
poverty 
into 
middle 
income 
classes 

 

The Silk 
Highway 
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• Ageing 
population   

 
• Wealth of 

knowledge  
 

• Also 
healthcare 
and other 
costs 

 

Forever 
young 
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• Digitally 
connected world   
 

• Growth in online 
business 
 

• Decentralisation 
of business 
activity  
 

• Shared use of 
consumer 
products 
 
 

 
 

Virtually 
here 
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• Great 
expectations 
for wealthy 
 

• More spent 
on non-
material 
consumption 

 
• Global 

poverty 
reducing but 
still long way 
to go  

 
 

Great 
expectations 
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REPORT’S UNEXAMINED 
ASSUMPTIONS  

‘Invisible hand ‘ of the 
market economy gives   
best possible future 

Technology will 
solve the 
problem 

There are 
no fixed 
limits 
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  QUESTIONS THE REPORT 
DIDN’T ASK  

What ethical 
values do we want 
to support? 

Has 30 years of a 
deregulated market 
economy produced 
ethically acceptable 
results? 

What other 
choices are 
available? 

http://www.gograph.com/x-gg63868712.html
http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photography-choices-image23685722
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  NO FIXED LIMITS  

Is this 
supported by 
evidence? 
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  PLANETARY BOUNDARIES  

Planetary Boundaries: Exploring the Safe Operating 
Space for Humanity 
Johan Rockström et al Nature 2009 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Wx-BaWNxzQd1AM&tbnid=_3NLpaUSlY2FSM:&ved=&url=http://climatesafety.org/great-johan-rockstrom-presentation-on-planetary-boundaries-concept/&ei=x6H1UYuhFsyFkwXqu4DoBA&psig=AFQjCNHJq5Dk2Wkv-b7U1b2Kmr7ycALAww&ust=1375138631403336
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  PLANETARY BOUNDARIES  

The 2 degrees 
‘safe climate’ 
target means 
only 20% of the 
world’s fossil 
fuel reserves 
can be burned 
unabated, 
leaving up to 
80% of reserves 
technically 
unburnable 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Wx-BaWNxzQd1AM&tbnid=_3NLpaUSlY2FSM:&ved=&url=http://climatesafety.org/great-johan-rockstrom-presentation-on-planetary-boundaries-concept/&ei=x6H1UYuhFsyFkwXqu4DoBA&psig=AFQjCNHJq5Dk2Wkv-b7U1b2Kmr7ycALAww&ust=1375138631403336
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  PLANETARY BOUNDARIES  

Cheap oil is 
history 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Wx-BaWNxzQd1AM&tbnid=_3NLpaUSlY2FSM:&ved=&url=http://climatesafety.org/great-johan-rockstrom-presentation-on-planetary-boundaries-concept/&ei=x6H1UYuhFsyFkwXqu4DoBA&psig=AFQjCNHJq5Dk2Wkv-b7U1b2Kmr7ycALAww&ust=1375138631403336
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  GROWING INEQUALITY  

Inequality in 
Australia has 
risen over the 
last 40 years 
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  IS THIS THE FUTURE WE 
WANT TO LIVE IN?  

More 
from 
less 

Going 
going…
gone? 

The Silk 
Highway 

Forever 
young 

Virtually 
here 

Great 
expectations 

Is this future 
even 
possible? 
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Let’s talk about it 


