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HOPE E-news Bulletin 2022 #05 --- May 2022
The following items have been gathered from various e: newsletters received by HOPE in recent times; and/or prepared
specifically by HOPE members and supporters. If you have any news to contribute, please forward to
office@hopeaustralia.org.au . Deadline for articles is 15th day of the month.

Editorial
Hi everyone,
This is a special month where we observe International Day for Biological Diversity (22 nd) and the magnificent
creatures of our planet including Hairy-nose Wombat Day (11th), World Bee Day (20th), and World Turtle Day (23rd).
In this month’s issue we focus on conserving our native wildlife and the impact of human activities on our wildlife
diversity.
This month is also International Composting Awareness Week (1-7th) and we emphasise the benefits of composing
to help scrap carbon pollution by avoiding landfilling organic materials and helping to build healthier soils. Please
enjoy this month’s issue and let us know what you think!
Regards,
Daniela Dal’Castel, Newsletter Editor – HOPE Inc.

2022 Environmental Observances
2022 has been designated the International Year of:
•
Sustainable Mountain Development
•
Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development - www.iybssd2022.org/en/home/
•
Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture - www.fao.org/artisanal-fisheries-aquaculture-2022/home/en/

May
1-7
11
14
16-22
20
22
23

International Composting Awareness Week
Hairy Nosed Day
World Migratory Bird Day (and October 8)
National Volunteer Week
World Bee Day
International Day for Biological Diversity
World Turtle Day

June
5
5
7
8
11
17

World Environment Day
International Day for the Fight against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing
World Food Safety Day
World Oceans Day
HOPE quarterly Ordinary Meeting
World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

July
1-31
26
29
31
31

Plastic Free July
World Mangrove Day
Schools Tree Day
World Ranger Day
National Tree Day

General Articles
Impact of introduced species on traditional food sources in North Australia
By Lauren Dogan, HOPE researcher NSW
Currently completing B. Environmental Science & Management (Applied Earth Sciences)
Food security is defined as the physical and economic access to adequate, safe, and nourishing food that meets
dietary requirements and preferences in order to live an active, healthy life (Australian International Food Security
Research Centre, 2021). Although traditional foods are extensively available in remote regions of Australia,
Indigenous Australians are recognised as being more at risk of food insecurity than any other Australian subgroup
(ABS 2006, Browne et al 2009). The incidence of food insecurity amongst the Australian population is estimated at
5 per cent, however in one study of remote Indigenous communities, 20% of children under two years old in the Top
End of the Northern Territory were found to be malnourished (National Rural Health Alliance Inc., 2015, p.1).
Read more here: Food Insecurity in Indigenous communities - Food security_0.pdf (ruralhealth.org.au)
Traditional food (also known as bush tucker) refers to food which can be hunted, fished, farmed, or harvested that
sustains and nourishes and is native to its original location. Traditional bush foods include native animals and animal
products along with various species of plant foods including fruits, vegetables, legumes, nuts, seeds, and herbs
(Australian Indigenous Health Bulletin, 2013, p.2). Traditional foods are regarded as superior nutrition and continue
to be an essential component of the contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander diet strongly connected to
country, culture, and identity. Climate change impacts along with variations in the natural environment and land and
sea use development policies have impacted traditional food use and therefore Indigenous health and wellbeing. In
a study of 20 remote Indigenous Northern Territory communities, 89% of participants described consuming traditional
foods at least fortnightly and 71% consumed weekly, with more animal, than plant foods being consumed. 76% of
participants experienced food insecurity, with 40% acquiring traditional food during these times (Ferguson et al., 2017,
p. 296).
Read more here: Fact sheet - Traditional bush foods - fs-bushfoods.pdf (parksaustralia.gov.au)
Impacts of invasive species
Invasive species such as feral rabbits, cats and foxes hunt and kill
large numbers of native animals and cause enormous damage to
Australian soils, native plants and vulnerable and endangered
animals such as bilbies and bandicoots, numbats and mallee fowl
(Department of the Environment & Energy (DAWE), 2004). Studies
show that in the Top End of the Northern Territory, introduced animals
are affecting the availability of small animal and plant foods (Ferguson
et al., 2017, p.294; 297). Introduced feral animal species specifically
affecting the Northern Territory include feral black rats, buffalo,
camels, cane toads, cats, donkeys, exotic ants, foxes, horses, cats,
rabbits, and wild dogs.

Damage to water holes by Buffalo. Northern Territory
Government, 2009

Feral camels. Northern Territory
Government, 2009.

Impacts of feral animals (camels, buffalo, horses,
donkeys, pigs, and rabbits)
• Walk through and damage sacred sites
• Crush native plants and damage soil
• Walk over large areas and through fences, spreading
weeds wherever they go
• Eat large amounts of native grass which leaves
nothing for the local animals to eat
• Hard hooved animals destroy the edges of water
billabongs, trample through floodplains polluting the
water and destroying vegetation
• Spread disease to other native animals
• Feral pigs eat other small animals and both rabbits
and pigs dig up the soil for food which destroys the
homes of other animals

What can you do?
• Look out for camel tracks, especially in the sand
• Watch out for signs of pigs, especially around
billabongs
• Look out for signs of buffalo, horses, donkeys,
and rabbits and let Parks and Wildlife officers
know if you see any
Damage to land by feral pigs. Northern Territory
Government, 2009

Red Fox in N.S.W. Source: Harley Kingston/Flickr
Impacts of wild dogs and foxes
• Attack cattle and farm animals
• Attack and eat local animals such as bilbies and green turtles
• Wild dogs breed with local dingoes
• Spread diseases
What can you do?
• Tie up pet dogs or keep them in a yard
• Keep pet dogs away from other dogs
• Help support Parks and Wildlife officers to bait and trap wild dogs and foxes

Feral cats eating local animals. Northern Territory Government, 2009.
Impacts of feral cats
• Eat small animals
• Eat other animals’ food
• Spread diseases to other animals
What can you do?
• Keep house cats locked up at night
• Support Parks and Wildlife officers to bait or trap feral cats
• Don’t take cats to islands

Read more here: Feral cats - Island sanctuaries vital as Australia grapples with feral cat problem - ABC News

Black rats. Northern Territory Government, 2009.
Impacts of black rats
• Eat other animals’ food
• Eat the eggs of native birds and lizards
• Tend to live near humans and may come inside your home looking for food and shelter
What can you do?
• Remove all rubbish from around/outside your house
• Don’t leave dog or cat food outside – attracts rats
• Support Parks and Wildlife officers to trap black rats
Read more about feral animals here: - Feral Animals Storybook (nt.gov.au)

References
• Australian International Food Security Research Centre (2021). Food security and why it matters.
https://aifsc.aciar.gov.au/food-security-and-why-it-matters.html
• Bussey, C. (2013). Security and traditional foods in remote Aboriginal communities: A review of the
literature. Australian Indigenous Health Bulletin, 13(2). https://healthbulletin.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2013/06/bulletin_review_bussey_2013_v2.pdf
• Department of the Environment & Heritage. (2004). Invasive species in Australia.
https://www.awe.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/invasive.pdf.
• Ferguson, M., Brown, C., Georga, C., Miles, E., Wilson, A., & Brimblecombe, J. (2017). Traditional food
availability and consumption in remote Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory, Australia.
Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3), 294-298.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1753-6405.12664
• National Rural Health Alliance. (2015). Food Security.
https://www.ruralhealth.org.au/sites/default/files/Food%20security_0.pdf#:~:text=Food%20insecurity%20in
%20Indigenous%20communities%20The%20evidence%20of,one%20and%20five%20admitted%20to%20
hospital%20were%20120
• Northern Territory Government. (2009). Feral animals. Not local to Country.
https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/208256/feral-animals-storybook.pdf
• Parks Australia. (2021). Bush foods. https://parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu/discover/culture/bush-food/
• Wynne, E. (2017). Island sanctuaries vital as Australia grapples with feral cat problem. Island sanctuaries
vital as Australia grapples with feral cat problem - ABC News

How universities, schools and the community are enhancing bio-organic resource recovery
with the Food and Garden Best Practice collection
By Lauren Dogan, HOPE Researcher NSW
Currently completing a B. Environment Science & Management (Applied Earth Sciences)

In November 2009, The National Waste Policy: Less Waste, More Resources was agreed to by all Australian
environment ministers and endorsed by the Council of Australian Governments. One of the main aims of this policy
is to reduce the amount of waste for disposal and improve the use of waste as a resource to achieve environmental,
social, and economic benefits. The disposal of food waste to landfill can cause environmental damage, mainly through
the generation of greenhouse gases (Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and
Communities, 2012). Hyder Consulting was commissioned in 2012 to devise The Food and Garden Best Practice
Collection Manual to help inform councils and drive the diversion of organics from landfill.
Australian councils are now managing their waste differently.
Historically, mass dumping of waste is now being replaced
with innovative waste and resource management solutions.
This has been supported in part by the introduction of carbon
pricing instruments in 2012, in addition to landfill levies,
waste minimisation and recycling targets and the capacity to
create renewable energy certificates (The Food and Garden
Best Practice Collection Manual, 2012, p.14, para. 4).
Food and garden organics represent the single biggest share in a household garbage bin and have detrimental
environmental impacts in a landfill environment. These factors have led to the development
of separated collection schemes for organics, combined with the development of appropriate processing facilities,
products, and markets (The Food and Garden Best Practice Collection Manual, 2012, p.14, para. 5).

Food Organics and Garden Organics - FOGO trials
The Food Organics and Garden Organics (FOGO) are currently underway in three Queensland council areas. The
FOGO trials aim to recover organic materials that are being sent to landfill and processing them to make compost,
which can then be used to improve soil quality in various practical applications. In the trials, households are issued
with a FOGO bin, in which residents can put food scraps and green waste, including fruit and veg, meat and bones,
pasta, cooked food and leftovers, paper towel, and lawn clippings, twigs, weeds and more (Local Government
Association of Queensland (LQAQ), 2021). Since trials began in October 2021, 72 tonnes of organic waste have been
diverted from landfill! (Queensland Cabinet and Ministerial Directory, 2021b).
How Queensland universities are playing a part
The University of the Sunshine Coast Australia (USC) became the first University in
Australia to implement a total waste streaming system in 2013 that
includes
onsite
processing of green/organic waste. These innovative waste programs have won awards
including:
•
•
•

Highly Commended Award in the Premier's Sustainability Awards 2015
Australasian Campuses Toward Sustainability Green Gown Award for Carbon Reduction 2014
Sunshine Coast Council Good Recycling Award 2013

In 2021, The Containers for Change and operational batteries streams were relaunched, and new streams around
clear soft plastics and excess dry organic waste have been established. The proceeds from the Containers for Change
raise funds for their selected charity, Detection Dogs for Conservation (USC, 2021).
The University of Queensland (UQ) is expanding its food waste collection to prevent
more organic waste going to landfill. More than 25 per cent of the waste arising on UQ
campuses is compostable and could be collected, processed, and reused as a rich
compost. Organics bins have been integrated into the waste stations in the Phizz Food
Court where waste can be separated into general (landfill) waste, co-mingled recycling, and organics waste. Food
outlets within the food court and other cafes and caterers on campus are also separating food scraps for recycling as
they are cooking and preparing food (known as ‘pre-consumer organics’) and this makes up a large percentage of all
of the organic waste collected on campus. Organic recycling bins lined with compostable bags are in place in staff
kitchens and lunch-rooms at UQ Gatton.
The Queensland University of Technology (QUT) was the first Australian university to work
with Closed Loop’s Simply Cups initiative to remove takeaway coffee cups from our waste
stream in 2018. Each year, Australians use more than 1 billion disposable coffee cups, and
every cup ends up in landfill. Since the initiative, 150,000 cups have been diverted from
landfill.

The University of Southern Queensland (USQ) has a diverse range of
waste recycling streams to reduce the amount of wasted resources that would
otherwise be buried in landfill. Across-campus recycling programs continue to
be rolled out with public place recycling stations located around the
Toowoomba, Ipswich, and Springfield campuses.
Current recycling programs are in place for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paper (general paper and confidential waste) and cardboard
eWaste (computers, mobile phones and other electronic equipment)
CD/DVD
Batteries
Toner and ink jet cartridges
Fluorescent tubes and other lamps
Co-mingled waste (glass, aluminium cans and plastic)
Furniture.
Green recycling
eWaste recovery

Queensland schools
217 Queensland schools will join the Organics Waste Smart Schools program with a combined total funding of
$500,000 to support compost and worm farms, behaviour change initiatives and circular food systems. In Queensland,
1.8 million tonnes of food waste were generated in 2016-17, with one third of that from households alone. In contrast
to this, organic recycling in 2018-19 saved 3.8 million tonnes of carbon dioxide– which is equivalent to planting
844,096 trees or taking 130,392 cars off the road (The Queensland Cabinet and Ministerial Directory (2021a).
Community Composting Hubs
Brisbane City Council has partnered with a number of community gardens around Brisbane to help residents turn
kitchen scraps into nutrients for soil. This program encourages residents living near community composting hubs to
regularly contribute their kitchen scraps to a community garden compost bin. In the Brisbane City Council area, the
three most wasted types of food are bananas, broccoli, and bread. All of these foods can be refrigerated before
expiration and used at a later stage (Professor Barner, Queensland University of Technology).
Brisbane City Council has 30 community composting hubs throughout the city and suburbs.

To find a community composting hub near you, visit the website: www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/clean-andgreen/green-home-and-community/sustainable-gardening/compost-and-organic-wasterecycling/compost/community-composting-hubs
Foodwise - Do Something! estimates that:
• Australians discard up to 20% of the food that they purchase
• Up to 40% of the waste within the average household bin is food

•
•

$1,036 worth of food is thrown away each year from the average household
Australians throw out $8 billion worth of edible food each year

Read more here: https://www.foodwise.com.au/foodwaste/food-waste-fast-facts/

What you can do:
• Don’t dispose of food waste or garden waste into the red (landfill) bin
• Start a compost or worm farm in your backyard
• Use community composts where available
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Impact of electromagnetic fields (EMFs) from household appliances and devices
By Lauren Dogan, HOPE Researcher NSW
Currently completing a B. Environment Science & Management (Applied Earth Sciences)
Electromagnetic fields exist everywhere in our environment but are
invisible to the human eye. Natural electromagnetic fields are
produced by the local build-up of electrical charges in the
atmosphere associated with thunderstorms. The earth's magnetic
field causes a compass needle to position in a North-South direction
and is used by birds and fish for navigation (WHO, 2016, para.2)
The general public is exposed to an ever-growing number of sources
of electromagnetic fields from countless electric devices,
appliances, and technologies such as transmission lines,
transformers, common household appliances and their power
supplies. Electric and magnetic fields (EMFs) with a frequency up to
300Hz are defined as extremely low frequency (ELF), intermediate
frequency (IF) is between 300Hz to 10Mhz, and low frequency (LF)
is less than 10Mhz.
High voltage overhead power lines transmit ELF electricity and have the greatest spatial coverage of ELF-EMFs.
Interestingly. underground cables produce magnetic fields directly above them (along the line of cable) which are
stronger than those associated with aerial lines due to the smaller distance between the external environment and
the cable itself (Gajšek, 2016, p.2).

Due to the exponential increase in the use of wireless personal
communication devices such as mobile phones, Wi-Fi or Bluetoothenabled devices and the infrastructure enabling them, levels of exposure
to radiofrequency electromagnetic radiation around the 1Gz frequency
band have increased from extremely low levels by about 10 18 times. It is
the assessment of The Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety
Agency (ARPANSA) and other national and international health authorities,
including the World Health Organization (WHO), that there is no
established scientific evidence of adverse health effects below current
exposure limits.
Wi-fi devices and access points are low powered, typically 0.1 watt (100 milliwatts). Standard sources of intermediary
frequency (IF) fields include computer and television screens comprising cathode ray tubes, anti-theft devices in
shops, supermarkets, and libraries; toys (including electric engines, and induction cooktops/hotplates. Other sources
of IF have recently become very common within homes such as compact fluorescent lamps (energy saving light bulbs)
and appliances for wireless inductive charging of batteries (Gajšek, 2016, p.2). Numerous vehicle mechanisms
require electric energy and produce low-frequency magnetic fields in the cables and parts that conduct the electricity
with Hybrid cars producing stronger magnetic fields than traditional petrol or diesel vehicles (Tell & Kavet, 2016,
p.541). Radiofrequency electromagnetic radiation is also used for radar, security scanners, smart meters, and medical
equipment such as MRI’s and is possibly the most rapidly growing human environmental exposure since the mid-20th
century (Bandara, & Carpenter, 2018, para.1).
The use of electronic appliances and devices in homes, offices and other built
environments have become a universal and essential part of today’s modern
lifestyle (Mannan et al.,2020, p.915). Possible associations between
exposure to electromagnetic fields (EMF’s) and human health have been
examined by several epidemiological research studies with an association
found between minimal radiation exposure by children and an increased risk
of disease ranging from disruption of normal circadian rhythms (affecting
sleep) to childhood cancer including leukemia (Kheifets et al., 2010, p.1128;
Lamarine & Namad, 1992, p.291).
The Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPNSA)
argue that this association may be due to residential proximity to power lines or
other electrical supply infrastructure, or by unusual domestic electric wiring, and
that the epidemiological research is not supported by laboratory or animal studies
and no credible theoretical mechanism has been proposed. They do note
however that the International Agency for Research on Cancer has classified
ELF magnetic fields as possibly carcinogenic to humans in order to enable
people to make an informed decision (ARPNSA, 2021). In an age where climate
change and chemical pollutants impact public health, there is an urgent need to
address ‘electro smog’. Regulating the use of wireless devices by children and
recommending that the use of wired communication in devices is preferred
(Bandara, & Carpenter, 2018, para.7).
This figure above displays a range of magnetic field levels measured by ARPANSA around powerlines and in
Australian homes. These are well below the exposure limit in the international guidelines of 200 µT (2000 mg.). It is
important to note that living further away from high voltage powerlines will not necessarily decrease magnetic field
exposures in the home or reduce any possible risks associated with magnetic fields from electricity.
Home electrical appliances produce EMF, however in most cases, magnetic fields from appliances decrease to
background levels within 1-2 metres from the appliance. The highest fields tend to come from motors or transformers
designed for lightweight appliances with the peak field (in close proximity to some appliances) being a greater
magnitude that those appliances shown in Table 3.1.
Examples of these include hair dryers, electric shavers, and fish tank pumps. Other sources of higher exposure
include items such as the meter box or electric blankets. If the bedhead is near the meter box, or the electric blanket
is left on, these sources could result in elevated exposure (ARPANSA, 2021, p.8). Some people are concerned about
the magnetic field levels from electricity meter boxes and solar inverters which are often located near bedrooms.
(Solar inverters are another domestic source of higher-than-average magnetic fields during daylight hours) For those
concerned about sleeping next to meter boxes:

• Moving the bed away from the meter box
(typically more than one metre) will decrease
the exposure.
• Hiring a magnetic field meter can determine
what the actual levels are in the room.
• Moving the meter box is another option
(although this may be costly).
Read more here:
• Hire of radiation metres
• www.arpansa.gov.au/ourservices/equipment-hire

Mobile phones
Overall, the evidence suggests that the radiofrequency (RF) electromagnetic energy (EME) emissions of mobile
phone handsets are not harmful to the user (ARPANSA, 2022). However, you can reduce your exposure to RF EME
from your mobile phone in three simple ways:
Distance
• Use a wired earpiece or hands-free accessory.
• Use speaker mode.
• Text rather than talk.
• Keep the phone a distance from the body or place your thumb between the phone and your ear
Time
• Keep voice calls short, especially when not using hands-free
Power
• Usually, a phone in an area with good signal areas will transmit at much lower levels than in an area with
poor reception (e.g., lifts, underground)
Read more here:
• How to reduce exposure from mobile phone and other devices
• https://www.arpansa.gov.au/understanding-radiation/radiation-sources/more-radiation-sources/reducingexposure-to-mobile-phones
Read more here:
• Electricity and Health
• https://www.arpansa.gov.au/understanding-radiation/radiation-sources/more-radiation-sources/electricity
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National News
Climate Action Network Australia - www.cana.net.au
By Samy Leyton, HOPE volunteer QLD

Main Aims
Climate Action Network Australia – CANA aims to work with their
stakeholders to make moves to shield individuals at home and abroad
from climate change, to defend our indigenous habitat, and to develop a
reasonable, spotless, healthy Australia for everybody. To do this CANA
will make an assorted organization with conveyed authority that
connections individuals and associations pursuing their vision. This
organization will uphold the laying out and accomplishment of shared
objectives and be the hidden foundation that backings them to
cooperate.
CANA works to reduce Australia’s climate pollution to zero, transit to a society and economy powered by clean energy
and clean exports, protect people, water, air, land, and nature from the impacts of fossil fuel extraction, build climate
leadership and resilience in communities most affected by climate change, and ensure Australia does its fair-share
in international efforts to confront the crisis.

Major Achievements
Bushfires and Broader Climate Impacts
CANA along with its members and allies and almost 100
climate action groups worked together on demonstrating the
link between the climate impact of bushfires and the lack of
Government action on climate change. This builds pressure
on the elected representatives for climate action at the
necessary scale and speed.
Responding to COVID-19
Due to COVID-19, traditional methods of campaigning, such
as large- and small-scale protests and media coverage, were
not available. The movement had to quickly come to terms
with a changing political and economic landscape within
which to design policy responses, advocacy, and campaigns.

Current Projects/Campaigns
The Australia Beyond Coal Campaign
Launching this year with CANA as a member, the focus of this campaign is shifting Australia’s domestic energy from
coal to renewables – including an emphasis on the health impacts of coal, why moving on from coal is required for
action on climate change, how it will provide clean energy jobs and is an opportunity to remake our energy system.

Australian Wildlife Conservancy
By Jason Dingley, HOPE researcher VIC
The
Australian
Wildlife
Conservancy
–
AWC
(www.australianwildlife.org) is 30 years old and, in that time, has
become the largest private owner and manager of land for
conservation in Australia.
AWCs story started on 2nd August 1991, when Martin Copley purchased Karakamia Wildlife Sanctuary
(www.australianwildlife.org/where-we-work/karakamia) in Western Australia. It current owns and/or manages 6.5
million hectares of land for conservation, incorporating 31 locations across the country.
This network of sanctuaries helps protect many of Australia’s endangered (and iconic) species:
• 215 native mammal species
• 546 native bird species
• 555 reptile species
• 133 amphibian species

The challenges that Australian wildlife (and those commitment
to conserving them) face are immense. Since European
settlement in 1788, over 10 percent of native mammal species
have disappeared due to predation by introduced species
(such as feral cats and foxes), together with habitat
degradation and changed land use practices. This means
Australia has the worst rate of mammal species extinction in
the world.
The AWC model for conservation is based around:
1. Purchasing or acquiring land through partnership with
indigenous groups, governments and private landholders; and
2. Implementing practical land management – feral animal
control and ecologically-sound fire management.
Feral cats are the single greatest threat to wildlife; conservative estimates put the number of feral cats across Australia
at 3 million. The AWC has a three-pronged strategy for dealing with feral cats:
-

Establishing a national network of fenced, feral cat-free
havens;
Developing effective strategies to reduce the impact of
these predators beyond the fence; and
Partnering with the CSIRO to develop genetic
technologies for long-term feral cat control.

The AWC has five objectives:
• Objective 1 – Sanctuaries
• Objective 2 – Land Management
• Objective 3 – Ecological Health
• Objective 4 – Leadership
• Objective 5 – Partnerships
Some examples of recent work include:
• The installation of biodegradable ‘flat-pack’ shelters to help wildlife find shelter in areas after intense bushfires
- www.australianwildlife.org/biodegradable-flat-pack-homes-to-help-wildlife-urvive-after-bushfires
•

Using a grant from the Disney Conservation Fund, the AWC has begun work on reintroducing 11 locally
extinct species back into Central Australia - www.australianwildlife.org/disney-conservation-fund-helpsreintroduce-locally-extinct-species-to-central-australia

The AWC plays a vital role in helping safeguard Australia’s wildlife and habitats, and is worthy of supporting. Check
out their website and Facebook page: www.facebook.com/AWConservancy .

International News

Ideas For Us – www.ideasforus.org
By Jason Dingley, HOPE researcher Vic

IDEAS for Us (www.ideasforus.org)) is an Orlando-based, grassroots non-profit organisation and accredited NGO
of the United Nations (UN). IDEAS creates global environmental solutions through local action. Their mission is to
develop ideas, fund action and scale solutions to the world’s most pressing environmental challenges.
Originally created in 2008 as Intellectual Decisions on Environmental Awareness Solutions at the University of Central
Florida, the organisation has spread across other universities in the United States as well as to other countries. See
the network of global branches here: www.ideasforus.org/branches/.
IDEAS for Us has five focus areas of sustainability:
• Energy – solar workforce training and solar panel installation
• Water – shoreline restorations and waterway clean-ups
• Food – urban agriculture (Fleet Farming)
• Waste – trash clean-ups; diverting food waste from landfills and recycling audits
• Ecology – restoration projects
IDEAS for Us has aligned itself with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, which are:

Whilst the work of such organisations never stops, and continues to evolve as needs and opportunities arise, some
of the major achievements of IDEAS for Us include:
Planting 25,859 native trees in various countries across the world
Removal of 3,124 lb. (1,417 kg) of litter
Installed 426 gardens
Installed 7,000 shoreline plants
Offset 30,438 kW to renewables

To help educate the public and assist them in developing their eco-ideas into local action projects, IDEAS for Us runs
the IDEAS Hive. This is an interdisciplinary, inter-generational community Think & Do Tank. The Hive runs seminars,
field trips, projects and film screenings. Some of the project talks are available to view:
https://ideasforus.org/theideashive/.
Whilst much of the focus has been centred in Florida, the concept is expanding overseas, and may give ideas for
your own local groups. Maybe you’d like to start a local branch yourself? If so, drop them a line and discuss your
IDEAS with them.

