
Animal Welfare and Extinction:  
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How everyday human choices, from pet ownership to land use  

influence the welfare of animals and the future of many species 
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 (Pet companionship) 

 

(Pets are valued companions in many Australian 

households.) 

Responsible Pet Ownership:  

In many homes, animals are cherished 

members of the family. Dogs sleep at the 

foot of beds, cats curl up beside their 

owners, and pets often become loyal 

companions who provide comfort, 

emotional support, and a sense of 

connection. For many people, the bond 

with animals is so strong that their 

company is sometimes preferred to that 

of other humans. Ye,t beyond the walls of 

these homes lies a much harsher reality. 

Across the world, millions of animals 

suffer because of human neglect, 

abandonment, and environmental 

destruction. Pets are discarded when 

they become inconvenient. Feral animals 

multiply and prey on native wildlife. Entire 

species disappear as forests, wetlands, 

and grasslands are cleared for 

development. 

These problems rarely occur in isolation. 

Animal welfare and species extinction 

are deeply connected, both shaped by 

the way human societies treat animals 

and manage the natural environment. 

 

(Abandoned pets often become part of growing 

stray and feral animal population.) 

The Growing Problem of Feral Cats 

and Dogs 

When abandoned pets reproduce in the 

wild, they create feral population animals 

that survive without human care and rely 

on hunting or scavenging. 



Feral cats are among the most 

destructive invasive predators in many 

parts of the world. They kill birds, reptiles, 

and small mammals, often in ecosystems 

where native wildlife has little defense 

against such predators. 

In Australia, feral cats have contributed to 

the decline of many native species, 

particularly small mammals and ground-

nesting birds. Feral dogs can also disrupt 

ecosystems by hunting wildlife and 

competing with native predators. 

Ironically, these animals themselves 

often suffer greatly. Without veterinary 

care, food security, or protection, feral 

animals experience disease, injury, and 

short lifespans. 

 

(Feral cats are among the most significant threats 

to small native wildlife in Australia) 

Many native species are vulnerable to 

introduced predators such as feral cats. 

Habitat Loss: The Biggest Driver of 

Extinction 

While feral animals contribute to wildlife 

decline, the greatest driver of extinction 

worldwide is habitat loss. As human 

populations expand, forests are cleared, 

wetlands drained, and natural 

landscapes transformed for agriculture 

and development. These changes 

reduce the space that animals need to 

find food, reproduce, and survive. When 

habitats disappear, wildlife populations 

decline. Over time, species can vanish 

entirely. 

The consequences go beyond wildlife. 

Healthy ecosystems support water 

systems, regulate climate, and maintain 

biodiversity that humans depend on. 

 

(Australia is home to unique wildlife 

found nowhere else in the world). 

Habitat restoration projects around the 

world are helping ecosystems recover 

and protecting threatened species. 

Learning from Global Conservation 

Efforts 

Despite these challenges, encouraging 

progress is being made. 

Many countries have introduced 

sterilization programs to manage stray 

animal populations humanely. Wildlife 

conservation programs are restoring 

damaged ecosystems, protecting 



habitats, and supporting endangered 

species recovery. 

Education campaigns are also helping 

communities understand the importance 

of responsible pet ownership and wildlife 

protection. 

These initiatives show that change is 

possible when governments, 

organizations, and communities work 

together. 

Opportunities for Australia 

Australia is home to some of the world’s 

most unique wildlife, yet many species 

remain vulnerable to habitat loss and 

invasive predators. 

By strengthening responsible pet 

ownership policies, investing in habitat 

restoration, and expanding conservation 

programs, Australia has the opportunity 

to protect its biodiversity and serve as a 

global example of effective 

environmental stewardship. 

Animal welfare and species conservation 

ultimately reflect the choices societies 

make. 

From adopting pets responsibly to 

protecting natural ecosystems, human 

decisions shape the survival of animals 

and the health of the environment. 

If societies are willing to confront 

uncomfortable realities and invest in 

solutions, it is still possible to protect both 

domestic animals and wildlife. 

The future of many species will depend 

not only on scientific knowledge, but on 

whether humans accept responsibility for 

the world they are shaping. 
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