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Australian Pollinator Week 11 — 19 November 2023

Australian Pollinator Week (APW) is a celebration
of the pollinators found in Australia that are play a
vital role in plant reproduction; including ensuring
supplies of many important food crops.

Honey bees (Apis mellifera) are the most important
pollinators; with an estimated 81 million hives

around the World. Other species of insect (including wasps, butterflies and beetles), as well
as many bird species also play important roles as pollinators.

How dependent are foods on pollinator insecls?

No dependency
Yields are not affected
by pollinators

Little dependency
ield reduction of 0% ta 10%
without pollinators

Modest dependency
Yield reduction of 10% to 40%
withaut pollinators

High dependency
Yield reduction of 40% to 90%
withaut pollinators

Essential
Yield reduction greater than
90% without pollinators
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ﬁ Cereals: wheat, maize, rice, sorghum, barley, rye, millet, oats

’ Roots and tubers: cassava, potatoes, sweet potatoes, carrots

j. Legumes including lentils, peas, chickpeas

v Fruit and veg including bananas, pineapples, grapes, lettuce, pepper

' Sugar crops: sugar cane and sugar beet

Alsoincludes: areca nuts, asparagus, cabbages, castor oil seed, cauliflower, chicory roots, dates, garlc

hazelnuits, jojoba seeds, leeks, ofives, onions, pistachios, quinoa, spinach, Laro, triticale, walnuts, yars,

& Fruit and veg including oranges, tomatoes, lemons, limes, papayas

ﬂ',‘ Oilerops including palm, poppy seed, linseed, safflower seed

/ Legumes including beans, cow peas, pigeon peas

) Groundnuts

Also includes: bambara beans, chillies, grapefruit, persimmons, string beans

_ﬁ? Qilcrops including sunflower seed, rapeseed, sesame, mustard seed
J Soybeans

‘ Fruits including strawberries, currants, figs, gooseberries, eggplant
@ Coconuts and okra

‘ Coffee beans

Also Includes: braad beans, karite nurs, seed cotten

‘ Fruits including apples, apricots, blusberries, cherries,
mangoes, peaches, plums, pears, raspberries

i Nutsincluding almonds, cashew nuts, kola nuts
¢ Avocados
Also includes: cucumber, buckwheat, nutmeg. anise. fennel, coriander

. Fruits including kiwi, melons, pumpkins, watermelons
4@ Cocoa beans

Qum Brazilnuts

Alsoincludes: vanilla, quinces
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Unfortunately, pollinators are in decline the world
over; not only bees but, also, insects in general.
This is due to the overuse of agrochemicals,
habitat loss, introduction of invasive species, and
climate change. The accompanying graphic, from

www.ourworldindata.org/pollinator-dependence,
shows the dependence of different foods on
pollinators:

Because of the importance of pollinators, the
week of the 11 — 19 November 2023 has been
designated Australian Pollinator Week.

There are a number of ways to help pollinators,
including taking part in the Australian Pollinator
Count.

To find out more and get involved, visit:
Australian Pollinator Week | 11-19 November
2023

Frank Ondrus, President — HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135

Written by Jason Dingley, Media Officer (Vic)
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