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Think Globally. Act Locally!

MEDIA RELEASE

Monday, 9t February 2026

Re: Volunteering for the Environment: Care That Carries Us Forward

The environmental challenges we face can feel
overwhelming. Climate change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution are often talked about as problems too big for any
one person to influence.

And yet, change doesn’t only begin in parliaments or
laboratories.

It begins when people choose to care and step forward.

Volunteering for the environment is one of the most
practical and hopeful ways to do exactly that.

Environmental volunteering is about offering your time, skills, and curiosity to protect, restore, and speak up
for the natural world. For some, that might mean planting trees, restoring habitats, or joining a local clean-up.
For others, it might involve research, writing, policy review, education, or community engagement behind the
scenes.

There is no single “right” way to volunteer. There is only the way that fits you.

You don’t need to be an expert or have all the answers. What matters most is a willingness to learn, to
contribute, and to be part of something bigger than yourself.

Volunteering also connects people. It builds community, strengthens local knowledge, and deepens our
relationship with the places we live. By caring for our local environments, we help protect the systems that
support clean air, water, food, and human wellbeing.

And the benefits flow both ways.

Many volunteers describe a sense of purpose, confidence, and fulfiiment that grows over time. Research
shows that volunteering can support mental and physical health, while offering opportunities to develop new
skills, meet like-minded people, and act on personal values in a meaningful way.

Getting involved is often easier than people expect. Platforms such as GoVolunteer and Volunteering Australia
list opportunities across the country, and many roles can be adapted to different schedules, abilities, and
interests. Some can even be done remotely.

At Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment (HOPE) Inc. (Australia), volunteers play a vital role in
advancing our mission of advocating for responsible and sustainable stewardship of the environment. Through
research, policy analysis, communications, education, and community engagement, volunteers help ensure
environmental decisions are informed, ethical, and people-centred.
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In a time when environmental issues can feel distant or discouraging, volunteering offers something tangible.

A place to begin.

A way to contribute.

A chance to turn concern into positive direction.

A reminder that hope is built through shared action.

What we choose to care for today shapes the world we leave behind tomorrow.
Your time, your care, your contribution can make a difference.

For more information on volunteering and opportunities, please visit: Volunteering Australia, Volunteering
Queensland, Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment and/or the peak volunteering agency in your
State or Territory.

Frank Ondrus, Office Manager — HOPE Inc., ph. 07 4639 2135
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