
EPISODE 7: Imagining a better protected, respected and community stewarded 

place for nature in Southern Queensland by 2040.  
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Guest: Ahri Tallon – Coordinator of Darling Downs Environment Council (DDEC) 

 
Australia has no shortage of impressive sounding nature protection regulations, at least on paper.  

Yet, despite this seeming abundance– on the ground itself, it can be a different story. Too often our 

unique natural areas are not receiving adequate protection or being regenerated and expanded. Native 

vegetation and species in this part of the world continue to decline as they have been for many years.  

 

To reverse those trends; and to provide a proper, respected and protected place for nature here and 

elsewhere in the country, we need genuine reforms of our laws and regulatory protocols, not cosmetic 

tinkering around the edges. Business-as-usual approaches to looking after our natural areas are clearly 

not fit for purpose. Without a well-protected, well-connected, and community-stewarded place for 

nature going forward, both the natural world and the human health and wellbeing that relies upon it—

will continue to deteriorate. 

 

So, what if we could organise a better way forward on nature protection by 2040 and beyond? What if 

we could encourage new, genuinely bold, imaginative thinking about the ways to do that -  within our 

wider communities? 

 

Spotify: 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/1fVEK2VNvhiL4X68MTZmgM?si=60aa67c981ea412c 

 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5i-

UvRoWLzM&list=PLj1PUiZ3u_6z5zEgQha0Cl8QvJzR2Vw0a&index=8 
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