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Water Security & Contamination

Background

Water is an essential natural resource that supports communities, ecosystems, agriculture, industry, and
everyday life. Ensuring reliable access to clean and sustainable water resources is fundamental to
environmental health and community wellbeing.

Water security can be affected by droughts, floods, contamination, pollution, and increasing pressure on
available water resources. Responsible water management, conservation, and protection of water quality
are therefore important in maintaining healthy environments and resilient communities.

HOPE Inc. (Australia)’s Position

Householders’ Options to Protect the Environment (HOPE) Inc. (Australia) believes that responsible and
sustainable stewardship of water resources is essential to protecting both people and the environment.

We support practices and policies that protect water quality, reduce contamination risks, encourage
efficient and responsible water use, and strengthen the long-term security of water resources.

HOPE Inc. (Australia) recognises that water security is a shared responsibility. Governments, research
institutions, businesses, industries, community organisations, households, and individuals all have a role
in conserving water, preventing contamination, and supporting responsible water management.

Why This Position Matters

Water security and water quality are closely connected to the health of communities and natural
ecosystems. Droughts and floods can place additional pressure on water resources, while industrial
contamination and pollution can affect water quality and environmental health.

The technical complexity of water management can be complicated for people to understand. Making
information clear and accessible, and involving communities and researchers, can help people better
understand the issues and take action.

HOPE Inc. (Australia) believes that effective water management should combine responsible resource
use, contamination prevention, collaboration, and long-term planning to protect water resources for
present and future generations.


https://www.hopeaustralia.org.au/

Key Advocacy Priorities
HOPE Inc. (Australia) advocates for:

e responsible and efficient use of water resources by governments, industries, businesses,
communities, households, and individuals;
protection of water quality and stronger action to prevent contamination and pollution;
long-term planning that strengthens water security and responds to the impacts of droughts,
floods, and changing environmental conditions;

o effective regulation and enforcement to support the protection and responsible management of
water resources;

e greater public awareness and understanding of water conservation, water quality, and
contamination risks; and

e collaboration between research institutions, Landcare groups, community organisations,
governments, and other partners to support community-led action on water security.

HOPE Inc. (Australia)’s Commitment

HOPE Inc. (Australia) is committed to raising awareness of water security, water quality, contamination
risks, and responsible water management through education, advocacy, collaboration, and community
engagement.

We will continue to share reliable information, work with research institutions and partner organisations,
encourage efficient and responsible water use, and support community-led actions that help protect water
resources and build more resilient communities.

Closing Statement

This Position Statement reflects HOPE Inc. (Australia)’s commitment to advocating for responsible and
sustainable stewardship of the environment. It supports the objectives of the HOPE Strategic Plan 2024—
2029 and provides the foundation for HOPE Inc. (Australia)'s advocacy, partnerships, and community

engagement on Water Security & Contamination.
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